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Did Gerry Finley-Day and Carlos Ezquerra invent 
the mash-up?

Think about it: their much-loved serial Fiends of the 
Eastern Front from 1980 is one of the first ever genre 
hybrids, blending the blazing battle action of war stories 
with the spine-chilling horror of vampire folklore. 

Nowadays Nazi zombies and werewolf warriors are all 
too common, but when Fiends ran in 2000 AD it was an 
oddity. The strip shouldn’t have worked alongside Robo-
Hunter and Dredd’s quest to find the Judge Child – but 
it did.

You can credit that to Finley-Day’s crazed imagination, 
combining disparate worlds to create a new kind of 
narrative, and the stunning storytelling of Ezquerra, his 
artwork making every outlandish moment gritty and real.

The original Fiends strip only lasted 44 pages, spread 
over ten progs. But the remarkable impact of that short-
lived serial enabled it to remain in readers’ memories far 
longer than strips that had many more episodes. 

I was lucky enough to follow in Finley-Day and Ezquerra’s 
footsteps, some quarter of a century later, when fiction 
publisher Black Flame commissioned me to write a trilogy 
of novels inspired by the 2000 AD series.

The books were big sellers for Black Flame, especially 
in America where few had heard of the source material. To 
me, that only underlined the power of what Finley-Day and 
Ezquerra invented.

I also got to write a new Fiends serial for the Judge Dredd 
Megazine, illustrated by the talented artist Colin MacNeil. I 
can’t claim that Stalingrad matches the original, but it’s a 
respectful tribute to the original creators.

Colin and I were eager to tell further tales about Lord 
Constanta and his fiends, although the opportunity hasn’t 
risen yet. But you know what they say about vampires: the 
undead never rest easy in their graves…

David Bishop
Scotland, 2010
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Script: Gerry Finley-Day
Art: Carlos Ezquerra
Letters: Jack Potter

Originally published in 2000 AD Progs 152-161

FIENDS OF THE EASTERN FRONT



























































































Script: David Bishop
Art: Colin MacNeil
Letters: Colin MacNeil and Ellie De Ville

Originally published in the Judge Dredd Megazine issues 245-252

STALINGRAD



































































































Script: Dan Abnett
Art: Carlos Ezquerra
Letters: Ellie De Ville

Originally published in the Judge Dredd Megazine issue 4.17

 RED MENACE (BONUS STORY)



RED MENACE
‘Since the distant, Pre-Atomic Era, mankind has been preoccupied with the fear that the vampire might evolve beyond 
its shadowy role of parasitic predator. That it might choose to use its supernormal powers to influence social or politi-
cal change. That it might foment revolution.  Worst of all, that it might become an instrument of war ...’ 

– from A Study of Scarlet  by Martin Martinus, 808 Y.A.













GALLERY



2000 AD Prog 158: Cover by Carlos Ezquerra



Judge Dredd Megazine issue 247: Cover by Colin MacNeil



Judge Dredd Megazine issue 251: Cover by Colin MacNeil
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Cover by Carlos Ezquerra



WRITERS
One of the most prolific writers in the comic’s history, Gerry Finley-Day holds a special place in many 2000 AD fans’ 
hearts as the creator of classics like Rogue Trooper, Fiends of the Eastern Front and The V.C.s. A keen “ideas man”, 
Finley-Day’s concepts of the horrors future warfare had in store were key to both Rogue and The V.C.s’ continuing 
popularity, ensuring that their recent return to the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic was well-received. Finley-Day also scripted 

episodes of Judge Dredd and Dan Dare, and co-scripted much of Invasion!

David Bishop spent the 1990s editing the Judge Dredd Megazine and, latterly, 2000 AD. Since going freelance in the 
summer of 2000, he has written the Fiends of the Eastern Front: Stalingrad serial for the Megazine and an acclaimed 
history of 2000 AD’s first 30 years called Thrill-Power Overload. Now a screenwriter for the TV drama series Doctors, 
he also writes radio plays for the BBC, audio dramas for Big Finish Productions, and computer games for various 
developers. His short film scripts have won several awards, he’s had 20 novels published and written 40 issues of the 
Phantom comic. In his copious spare time he lectures on creative writing at Edinburgh Napier University, including a 

postgraduate module on writing for graphic novels. You can read his blog at www.viciousimagery.blogspot.com

Dan Abnett is the co-creator of 2000 AD series Atavar, Badlands, Sancho Panzer and Sinister Dexter. He has also written 
Black Light, Downlode Tales, Durham Red, Flesh, Future Shocks, Judge Dredd, Pulp Sci-Fi, Roadkill, Rogue Trooper, The 
VCs, Vector 13 and Venus Bluegenes, as well as The Scarlet Apocrypha and Wardog for the Megazine. A prolific creator, 
Abnett has also written for Marvel, Dark Horse and DC Comics. He is the author of twenty novels for the Black Library, 
including the bestselling Gaunt’s Ghosts series. His most recent work outside the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic is DC’s Legion 
and Superman, and Wildstorm’s Mr Majestic. Dan Abnett was voted Best Writer Now at the 2003 National Comic Awards.



ARTISTS
As co-creator of Judge Dredd Carlos Ezquerra designed the classic original costume as well as visually conceptualising 
Mega-City One. He also co-created Strontium Dog. He has also illustrated A.B.C. Warriors, Judge Anderson, Tharg the 
Mighty, Al’s Baby and Cursed Earth Koburn amongst many others. Outside of the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, Ezquerra first 
illustrated Third World War in Crisis magazine, and has since become a regular collaborator with Garth Ennis, working 
on Adventures in the Rifle Brigade, Bloody Mary, Just a Pilgrim, Condors and The Magnificent Kevin. He also pencilled 

two special Preacher episodes.

Since joining 2000 AD in 1986 Colin MacNeil has worked on many strips, including Chopper: Song of the Surfer and the 
infamous death of Johnny Alpha in Strontium Dog: The Final Solution. He went on to collaborate with John Wagner on the 
award-winning America for the Judge Dredd Megazine. He has also worked on Shimura, Maelstrom and Fiends of the 
Eastern Front: Stalingrad, and, outside of the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, provided the atmospheric artwork on Bloodquest 

for Games Workshop. He also enjoys creating large abstract paintings. He says it’s art therapy!





WEST BERLIN, 1980. A GROUP OF WORKMEN 
UNCOVER A SHOCKING SECRET FROM THE 
PAST. Buried deep underground are the remains 
of Wehrmacht soldier, Hans Schmitt, and his 
diary, which journals his eerie encounter with the 
Romanian Captain Constanta and his platoon of 

blood-sucking freaks!

Back in 1943, with the Russians willing 
to fight until their last man in order to 
defend Stalingrad, Panzergrenadier Richter 
discovers Constanta’s secret and learns 
than sometimes your allies can be just as 

dangerous as the enemy!

This fiendishly-fun collection features the 
breathtaking art of Carlos Ezquerra (Judge 
Dredd) and Colin MacNeil (America, Chopper: 
Song of the Surfer), with stories from Gerry-
Finley Day (Rogue Trooper) and David Bishop 

(Thrill-Power Overload).

WAR SUCKS!
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