
  
    [image: cover]
  


  
    [image: page_00001]
  


  
    [image: page_00002]
  


  
    [image: page_00003]
  


  
    [image: page_00004]
  


  
    [image: page_00005]
  


  
    [image: page_00006]
  


  
    [image: page_00007]
  


  
    [image: page_00008]
  


  
    [image: page_00009]
  


  
    [image: page_00010]
  


  
    [image: page_00011]
  


  
    [image: page_00012]
  


  
    [image: page_00013]
  


  
    [image: page_00014]
  


  
    [image: page_00015]
  


  
    [image: page_00016]
  


  
    [image: page_00017]
  


  
    [image: page_00018]
  


  
    [image: page_00019]
  


  
    [image: page_00020]
  


  
    [image: page_00021]
  


  
    [image: page_00022]
  


  
    [image: page_00023]
  


  
    [image: page_00024]
  


  
    [image: page_00025]
  


  
    [image: page_00026]
  


  
    [image: page_00027]
  


  
    [image: page_00028]
  


  
    [image: page_00029]
  


  
    [image: page_00030]
  


  
    [image: page_00031]
  


  
    [image: page_00032]
  


  
    [image: page_00033]
  


  
    [image: page_00034]
  


  
    [image: page_00035]
  


  
    [image: page_00036]
  


  
    [image: page_00037]
  


  
    [image: page_00038]
  


  
    [image: page_00039]
  


  
    [image: page_00040]
  


  
    [image: page_00041]
  


  
    [image: page_00042]
  


  
    [image: page_00043]
  


  
    [image: page_00044]
  


  
    [image: page_00045]
  


  
    [image: page_00046]
  


  
    [image: page_00047]
  


  
    [image: page_00048]
  


  
    [image: page_00049]
  


  
    [image: page_00050]
  


  
    [image: page_00051]
  


  
    [image: page_00052]
  


  
    [image: page_00053]
  


  
    [image: page_00054]
  


  
    [image: page_00055]
  


  
    [image: page_00056]
  


  
    [image: page_00057]
  


  
    [image: page_00058]
  


  
    [image: page_00059]
  


  
    [image: page_00060]
  


  
    [image: page_00061]
  


  
    [image: page_00062]
  


  
    [image: page_00063]
  


  
    [image: page_00064]
  


  
    [image: page_00065]
  


  
    [image: page_00066]
  


  
    [image: page_00067]
  


  
    [image: page_00068]
  


  
    [image: page_00069]
  


  
    [image: page_00070]
  


  
    [image: page_00071]
  


  
    [image: page_00072]
  


  
    [image: page_00073]
  


  
    [image: page_00074]
  


  
    [image: page_00075]
  


  
    [image: page_00076]
  


  
    [image: page_00077]
  


  
    [image: page_00078]
  


  
    [image: page_00079]
  


  
    [image: page_00080]
  


  
    [image: page_00081]
  


  
    [image: page_00082]
  


  
    [image: page_00083]
  


  
    [image: page_00084]
  


  
    [image: page_00085]
  


  
    [image: page_00086]
  


  
    [image: page_00087]
  


  
    [image: page_00088]
  


  
    [image: page_00089]
  


  
    [image: page_00090]
  


  
    [image: page_00091]
  


  
    [image: page_00092]
  


  
    [image: page_00093]
  


  
    [image: page_00094]
  


  
    [image: page_00095]
  


  
    [image: page_00096]
  


  
    [image: page_00097]
  


  
    [image: page_00098]
  


  
    [image: page_00099]
  


  
    [image: page_00100]
  


  
    [image: page_00101]
  


  
    [image: page_00102]
  


  
    [image: page_00103]
  


  
    [image: page_00104]
  


  
    [image: page_00105]
  


  
    [image: page_00106]
  


  
    [image: page_00107]
  


  
    [image: page_00108]
  


  
    [image: page_00109]
  


  
    [image: page_00110]
  


  
    [image: page_00111]
  


  
    [image: page_00112]
  


  
    [image: page_00113]
  


  
    [image: page_00114]
  


  
    [image: page_00115]
  


  
    [image: page_00116]
  


  
    [image: page_00117]
  


  
    [image: page_00118]
  

OEBPS/images/page_00074.jpg
WE DIE EXACTLY LIKE
WE LIVED.

VAV
v






OEBPS/images/page_00073.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00076.jpg
FORTY-FIVE:
vA‘ APOCALYPSE






OEBPS/images/page_00075.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00070.jpg
Do you know Couldn't risk giving you a
what you've loaded gun -- the man
who does that deserves
what he gets...
N

But
you coulda
been a bit

better bait,

Bel.

This
is just

You've killed ¥ You've
us, you killed us
fool... both!

=

J

W,
)

‘






OEBPS/images/page_00072.jpg
I made you

promise, Bel.

Once...once 1

was 3 great

man, wasn't
7

7

\
g Al
/

‘/m
oo





OEBPS/images/page_00071.jpg
{

o \\\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\

\\\\‘w‘ | /

o
\






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00067.jpg
Be careful We're at that thin place We are
now, Bel... where any separation both in
between the waking world peril
and the other side is here.
illusory.

Because T
am fine with
a full display of
my bona fides...
and you seem
eager to -- once
dgain -- make a
meal of my
bullets.

So
whenever
you're
ready...






OEBPS/images/page_00066.jpg
WE LIVE LIKE WE WILL
NEVER DIE.

VAV
v






OEBPS/images/page_00069.jpg
I have to say, Bel. Beyond This man So what's it going
myself, you seem to have no killed me once to be, Bel? I'm giving
small fondness for men with -- I want you You ore /ast chance
limited faculties. to return the to make things right ghall we,
favor and between us. together,
It speaks to then eat his dispatch this
character, T'm afraid, heart. relic and put
and you've made some the past
bad choices over behind us?
the years.

Or you could 4 : gl N You think being a
Just tak me JEEEEE him, Bel. between his man of few words
to death. goddamn marks you as

eyes. significant?

Significance is measured solely
by how deep your boots sink in
the earth. Density, sir, that's
the thing that matters --
did you leave your mark on
the world?

bend the
world -- and
those in it --
to meet your

Bel...and
shoot this






OEBPS/images/page_00068.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00085.jpg
o
bR
AP

v
Y A

N
N






OEBPS/images/page_00084.jpg
Thanks, = But I'm afraid your
kiddo... dad's right. What's
going on here runs

a3 bit oo deep to 4

just /et go...
J g ‘2

You don't have
to fight him,
Conquest. Just )
/et us go... *
You're,
like, my second
favorite
Horseman.

Things

( need to be
settled. /






OEBPS/images/page_00087.jpg
.. gonna paint €
this valley =
=\ black with ==

\
\

I'm gonna
make you my N
masterpiece. Ul >
;55 17 0]
' R/






OEBPS/images/page_00086.jpg
I've said it before,
and I meant it -- 1
have always /oved to
watch you work...






OEBPS/images/page_00081.jpg
“You'll learn this as you get

older, but sometimes people

just don't have it in them to
move past somethin'.”

“The pain -- that anger
that comes with it --
well, that's all they have.”

"And then they
learn to love it."
"Now step 3side...

your dad's got some
work to do."”

Sure, Dad. ¥ War, Conquest, \
Icando and Famine are

\ that. [ Jjust over

; there.

I told
them that you
quys don't have to
fight -- that
you'd forgive them
if they asked
for it.

You think
that'll
happen?






OEBPS/images/page_00080.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00083.jpg
Bet
that
stings.

Hey, Y What's blind, rides
here's a a robot horse, and
has more legs
than you?

I'm
coming

for you, FF
vearnt LM £

A warting.






OEBPS/images/page_00082.jpg
Oh come rnow...
can't you're in there
really take i somewhere... b9
credit for er
it. all, that's the
part we're
trying to root
out.

It's hard work...
a bit too hard,
but I think it
might get easier
once we eliminate
the source.

That's
certainly
an idea.






OEBPS/images/page_00078.jpg
We're at '\
the edge of
it -- we're
almost
there. vou \
= can fee/
it, can't
you?






OEBPS/images/page_00077.jpg
IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN
THIS WAY.

VAV
\ 4






OEBPS/images/page_00079.jpg
an awful good thing
has ever
happened
there...

You take my
eyes and wanna
play games
with what you
see?

If you got
somethin’ to
say, witch...

say it.

And
that won't
change
today.

There's
nothing but
death in
that
valley...






OEBPS/images/page_00052.jpg
The Valley of the Gods.

Do you
see, Great
Beast?

(~ &

SHruffl=

Whoa. You're
stronger
' than you

) I / look.
»

It puts
you off

But you have to
be careful not to
push yourself
too far -- being
overly aggressive
can be a
WESKNESS...

Makes you vulnerable
to your strength
being used against






OEBPS/images/page_00051.jpg
I'm not gonna lie,
I am impressed
with that one's BUt iz
Spirit. /£ moves  impressed enough
e for mercy? No. 1
am not a merciful
man on my best day,
Bel, and my best
days are far beyond
me.

All T can
offer is a
swift end.
Which I will
rot.

General...please

order the men

to take their

time with this

one. Orag it
out.

s3y goodbye,

beautiful bird.

we're gonna
pluck you
slowly.

I want
you to do
something

for me.





OEBPS/images/page_00054.jpg
How N
do we
4 defeat

Just have to )
be his friend Tell him
aqain. you want to live.
Apologize. , Give me back. And
then he'll forgive
you. I promise.

Yeah. If
you want to,
I can tell you
how to defeat I've
my father. already
Figured
it out.

Yesh.

Can't see that
coming to pass --
we're just going to

have to fight it out.

You're
fucked.






OEBPS/images/page_00053.jpg
Then I guess

that means you | X
understand... You're his
weakness...
You're the and you'll
manifestation be his
of Death undoing.
pushing himself

too far.

You have
to see this
place is a

D killing field.

can see
more
than
that.

Tell him
what he's
won,
Balloon.

I guess
that's

one way

to look T can
atit. think of

another.

You're forgetting, War,
that Babylon was raised
In @ virtual combat /
environment. .
He's just
a boy, but he'’s
run thousands
upon thousands of |\
simulations for
scenarios just
like this.

It's legion, and worth
remembering...

He's
the Great
Beast.





OEBPS/images/page_00050.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00049.jpg
SHufF &
SHufF &






OEBPS/images/page_00048.jpg
"This here is “And it is undertaken
bloodsport..." for our amusement.”






OEBPS/images/page_00045.jpg
FORTY-FOUR:
m ONE EYE, ONE
WINNER






OEBPS/images/page_00044.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00047.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00046.jpg
Mao has left
e e the

23 r the

battlefield, y";’,';’,ij,f,

sir!

us to
do?

"No. I call it
entertainment.”

"I callit a
curtain call."

Do
nothing.

Some
would call this
bravery and be
stunned at the
appearance of
it. Not me. Not

by a damned






OEBPS/images/page_00063.jpg
‘Before I trﬂ(e | §
%

My God!
Someone's
fired at
us!

Stay There are
alert, snhakes
men. underfoot.

This is me,
raising you up,
Bel -- as

promised.






OEBPS/images/page_00062.jpg
‘7ell me, Bel...”

Perhaps I've been

misquided all this

time. Thinking with

my heart and not
my head.

I'm not
angry. I'm
just beat.

Ican't
take this
anymore.

Idon't
want to.
can't we
Just put an
end to
this

Was today as
satisfying for
you as it was

I mean,
for me?

surely you can
find it in your heart
to celebrate my
accomplishments.
Doesn't it warm your
heart just a little to
see me do so well in
this cold, cruel
world?

I'm very
happy for
You.

I don't
believe
you.

Do you have anger in

yours, Bel? I mean your

heart, of course. It's
been hard to know what's
going on in that head of

yours for quite some
time.

Absolutely
not. You're
Bel Solomon.
A titan. And
if it's the
last thing
I do, T will
raise you
Up...






OEBPS/images/page_00065.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00064.jpg
Look, N I remember fondly
Bel, it's our first meeting --
the it went so well -- but
/aw... for the life of me, T
cannot recall your

And T
am here
to deliver
that very

thing.






OEBPS/images/page_00061.jpg
Thank you,
Death...
this old

wrong.

Now, you
blind fool
ofa
man...

Let’s go
Find your
son.






OEBPS/images/page_00060.jpg
You :
still owe [ I know.
me an eye, ( I brought
Death! \ You ore.

) The
I've always \/ were nZver
hated them --" 1, pair T
my Old €YeS.  \yag meant
Because I've to end
always known... with.






OEBPS/images/page_00059.jpg
think I
don't see
you?

Goddamn

So you
and your
kind left " glind...but
me here  pot blind to
to rot. what can
be.






OEBPS/images/page_00056.jpg
Thissss
isssss what
comesss of

war.

and dying
in vain.
Sssssweet
oblivion for the
meatssssss.

R3333rrrrrr...






OEBPS/images/page_00055.jpg
R333rFrrrrrF...

Raaarrrrrr...

Raaarrrrrrr..






OEBPS/images/page_00058.jpg
“It's a curse,
krowing the
future.”

i
‘Look what
it cost me.”

I was an oracle who
offended the Horsemen
Of the End Times.”

‘And your defeat at
the hands of it.”






OEBPS/images/page_00057.jpg
Buer's a bit YW
7 slippery. — ~

) ssssslippery...
85555/Imy...
there'sssss a

difference.

Something \

§ brother V' about him and \
asked me © o hugband.
toz./iol Debts and horor

rd: and a bit more
bullshit. I agreed
because you didn't
deserve to
go out like

S0 when
You see my
brother, make
sure you thank
him...

But
remember
it was me
who got it

done.

They've escaped with / : I thought killing her
Xigolian, sir! But all L slow would be the
her remaining forces = 5 worst thing T could

have been defeated. Should we do to her...

Completely. pursue? But now

that I ponder my
predicament in a more
thorough fashion -- let
her live with being a
queen of nothing.
It suits her.






OEBPS/OEBPS/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00090.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00096.jpg
An end does
not negate the
idea of a new
beginning.

gather here
now -- at the
death of the old
world -- to make
something
rew.

Over the last three years, the
Endless Nation -- through
war or other aggressive means
-- now controls the former
territories of the Republic
and the Urion.

In pulling

them down, the

Nation eradicated the
systems of government

that once ruled there

and the vacuum
left behind demands

governance...

Some of youV  There once was a X/ Well, these
have never tower, assembled are the end
been here  around that rock -- a times --
before... monument to power listen to its
p <1 built on the idea of prophet.

a message of the
end times.

We have destroyed
each other with our
politics of violent
ideas and our wars
of violernt 3
means... And it's
And the my hope
only words of that we
the Message shall.
T can still
hear are:

80 -- right
or wrong -- the
Nation must continue
to provide for them...as
it is our burden. And in a
right spirit, T now
commit all three
to peace...

If the
elders see
it in them

not to

object.






OEBPS/images/page_00095.jpg
If you can
hear me...
L...

I have lost
everything.

My nation
shattered,
my armies
defeated...
my body
broken...

So much loss, Yet all T can
think back to is me deciding to
play ruler -- because I knew
what was best for my people
-- instead of going with you
to find our son.

I wonder
if you have
succeeded
where T have
failed?
I wonder if
you have
fallen and now
I have /ost
everything...

If T would
have gone
with you, would
this have all
turned out
differently?

Oh, god...
please be
alive...

Please
have him






OEBPS/images/page_00098.jpg
Which
makes the few
who remain
precious and
rare.

And in
need of my
quidance...
poor as t

/5.

“Hear me, my love..."

"I am coming home."

"And full of hope
that I will see
you both soon.”






OEBPS/images/page_00097.jpg
T have seen
the errors of
the old ways,

Wolf.

Iam
old, but not
blind...and
we follow
you.

I have trouble believing
that my uncle's recent
actions make any deal
you sign with the
Confederacy Virtuous
in nature.

Dare
I believe
that the idea
of reciprocity
has died with
him?

And I'm
an old king
for a reason.
The Kingdom

has paid -- 7 The

have the question

receipts. is...how do
you plan on

holding such
an accord
together?

But most of all a
demand of all nations to
In man. answer the needs of the
/nallof  others. Both in peace
you. In and in the potential
for war.

T have much to
protect and few
the carrot... years left to do
then the 80...
stick..  Why T would have
not, we them be ones
are human of peace. For my
after all. people...and for my
children -- the
lving and the
dead.

And
I have
almost
rothing
left...






OEBPS/images/page_00092.jpg
( Balloon!
\ Diagnostics!

Give me

an update b

on Dad!

Dad, are

/t's
difficult
to say,
Babylonr.

No, Just a
little grossed
out by all the

Horsemen
\ mck.

about you?
You all
right? Are
you hurt?






OEBPS/images/page_00091.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00094.jpg
"West, toward the
setting of the sun...
and the death o

"West, to the
very end.”






OEBPS/images/page_00093.jpg
There's some
comfort for you in
knowing this was
how things were
always going to
play out.
The pain
of it all...the
Jove...all of it,
unavoidable.

We were
done the
first day
we met.

Now...ask
me your /ast
question before
we part and
never speak
again.

If you know
what I'm gorna
ask, then why
don't you just
say it?

Because
that's not
how it

to find her...
which way
do we go?






OEBPS/images/page_00089.jpg
0y Fay attention, |
Babylon,
because you're
doing to want

Kgﬁ”l ||\| to remembe :

it doesrit QI {
matter how much i d
you love someone -- Wi 4

&

because love won't

keep them from  The only thing ‘ J
being taken from that matters ic ==

can you protect

them -- can you
W\ s3ve them if they
| 3 need saving?

D, .

\ y See, Babylon...
running -- hiding --

is never really an
option. You're just
prolonging the
inevitable. 4






OEBPS/images/page_00088.jpg
Balloon, Y Severed limb, - ! \ i When I'm done
how is-- [ multiple gunshot Z + NN with him, boy --
wounds, extreme ! \ I'm making 3
blood loss. \ A S 3 meal out of
He's critical, you.
Babylon. 5

Babylon...
move away
from me.

Not
Fraid?
et In the
end, you






OEBPS/images/page_00099.jpg
Y7 well <) N
be there Y Actually NP
\ soon. Right, | 't several
\ Balloon? / huundr

17

s

R =" N






OEBPS/images/page_00104.jpg
The ruins of
New Shanghai.

This
place looks...
amazing!

Babylon,
do you remember
how Death said
there's something
he needed me to
do?

well. we
have to talk
gbout how
you see the
: wor/d.

¢

= (S

(]

i






OEBPS/images/page_00103.jpg
But when its
time had passed, it
fell.. just as all
things of man do. [
.

Every building.
Every institution.
Every nation.






OEBPS/images/page_00106.jpg
=z

TRB  RIER v v

GV R WWERHIRDS v v v SRR 03 v v vy
D0 RV B —_— R v VR
SRR By WEBER
RV Ry W RV
;mm R v v v v VR ERRR VIR X v e X v v v BRI VR R v v VR R v v v BRI B b v VB
R VL K v v R K v v v R B (0 vy v IR BRI i, SRRV v VRS R v v v SRR RO Bvvy v IR

PAFETI
do that /ater.
We've gotta
run!

No. You ' I promised Oh, I...
have to your I never
take it Father. imagined.
off. KISK it's...
Trust
me! Trust
him!

what are
you telling

ts "N
me...your

Everything is
50...50...






OEBPS/images/page_00105.jpg
Uh, infrared.

| Nightvision.
Thermal. I see ‘/’ZZS
jus’ ‘

fine.

Actually, you don’t. \e s
That helmet you
wear -- the one that
connects you and
me.../t5...
ts...

Yes. But I was
programmed to
show you the
world the way
that the Chosen
wanted.

As g broken
thing that
needed to be
destroyed.

I was
progrémmed
to lre.

Like I
said, I was
progranmed
Babylon? to show you
-> the world a
Babylon? P
way...
I didn't
have &
choice --
I had As long
to... 3s you're
wearing that
helmet.

T SV v v v 10D

I know what
it is. You run
simulations.

You teach
me what I'm
really seeing
when T look at

the world.

It's how
T've learned
everything T
know. You
taught me.

I don't believe that
for a second --
you're my friend. But
speaking of broken
things...

What
/s that?

Babylon?

R it





OEBPS/images/page_00100.jpg
I couldn’t stop
them. I'm...I'm
sorry I couldn't

Gk
!






OEBPS/images/page_00102.jpg
At Armistice, where the
second great treaty of
America was signed, a hew
structure was built.

A Senate for the
Nations. And it stood
for a thousand years.






OEBPS/images/page_00101.jpg
And they
are well

It's
getting
pretty
loud out

Iam. The
Are Council was

you sure UnSHImMoUS.,

about this,
Bodaway?

There is only one
Chief-of-Chiefs
suited for the

coming days, and

it Is you.

Let'’s go,
brother...

They're
waiting.

OFf
America!






OEBPS/images/page_00108.jpg
This is
called
progress,
son...

We build things up --

even rebuild them if

they fall -- and when
it's done, society
moves forward.

But it's
not what
matters.

She's going And there'’s
to quote 8 92% chance Here's
Death again, that it's a Yeah. what your
Babylon. sdying you've Probably V. But Father
already Higher. T still would've

heard. want to said: .,
hear her It's easy Nations.
say it. todestroy  pyjildings.
things. To People...
break them.
To even kill
them.

Everything
in the world
is just... But
fragile. . what holds
it together
ain't at
all.






OEBPS/images/page_00107.jpg
3
&*
B
3
x
V
«o






OEBPS/images/page_00109.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00115.jpg
ALL MEN TELL LIES.
THESE ARE A FEW OF
THEM.

VAV
v

Jonathan Hickman is the visionary talent behind such works
as the Eisner-nominated NIGHTLY NEWS, THE MANHATTAN
PROJECTS and PAX ROMANA. He also plies his trade at
MARVEL working on books like FANTASTIC FOUR and THE
AVENGERS.

His twin brother, Marc, was just named the PGA caddie of the
year.

Jonathan lives in South Carolina except when he doesn't.

You can visit his website: www.pronea.com, or email him at:
Jjonathan@pronea.com.

Nick Dragotta’s career began at Marvel Comics working on
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