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well, you never
actually said it.
T just reverse-
engineered what
happered

with me.
’ s

Maybe you
could give it
a catchy name.
Something like...
g school.

S0...anyway;

T've been thinking,
when we finish tearing

this world down and
start to remake a new
one, we should seriously

consider some kind

of child farms. we'll want to

make sure we produce
proper-thinking humans
this time, after all.

¥ Babylon's
school
for little
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s0. I've \
thinking g /ot
lately, and what
I think is we
got to him
before the

Sure, those

other boars

were vicious.
Raised crazy wild

told you T
didn't need
to kil

him. A

taught me,
it's that

conditioning
2

Idon't
remember
teaching you that.
In fact, I don't think
that was in your
programming 3t
all.
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Billy ain't
afraid of no
bullseye. Put it
on my head.
Billy's head's on
a swivel. Like
a man Spin it
possessed. around. Turn it
like a devil. A
devil from hell.
And hell's coming
with me. With
Billy.

NNZZZZZ!
Some stay
and finish the
Job? Some hurry
to The Atlas? No.
Ursula is correct.
N\ wnzzzz,

My son was
Jonah. He was
five and just learned
to ride a bike. My
daughter was Hannah.
She loved to sing in
the choir.

We finish

the job first.
1t's what
we do.
NNZZZZ,

You're the best at
uncovering things
that want to Hoi
stay hidden. shau/:; we
NNZZZ2Z, Incense.  Proceed?
Why do T

remember
incense?

Billy
the demon.
Blackgun Billy.
I think we
should split

We have an approximation
of where they are going to
be. S0 we wait for the
sun to set...

Look
for their
campfire

in the
night.

First the
boy, then we head
Immediately to
The Atlas. NNNZZ2Z,
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Billy Blackgun ¥ Who don't answer when Billy Gun got a bullet.
already sent word,  calls? Calls like a bird. Calls Bullet got a purpose.
yet no word came  a raven. A constable of ravens Billy got a purpose,

\ back from The filling the sky. Black as night. and his fingers
= Atlas. €\ Black as Billy's gun. i are itchy.

If he is, then he is.
Ain't nothing can be
done about that.
But we got rules.
A code.

Buy an
agent, buy
their silence.
Buy an agent,
the job gets
dore.

Dis ain't no job dat pays. |f Hunter
First, we done gone and got himself killed over
find and kill dis, den where dat leave us?
the kid,
then-- Wid a bullseye
on our heads and
Wyatt done already si;"/aig;?:j:ky

missin’ one indeed.
eye.
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\ Ain't no money, |
\  am'tno

Don't none v I dore wit
g you call Wyatt g/ dis go
/ sadit \ _— — again 'til it fetch dog
(orce, T say Vo pAin't o N pays! shit!
\ it dgaim.  money for us \
_ in dis job. |
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THE FUTURE IS COMING TO
KILL YOU.

VAV
v
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m TWENTY-EIGHT:
WE HUNT THE
CHILDREN
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|| New Shanghal.

Premier!

from the Southern
Gate and the
gathering of the

nations. 85

on...let's
hear your
report.

- >

J I delivered your

! false message as
ordered, then retreated

S ~— to monitor from a
distance using the decoy
communication device.

The army of They are

Chosen began fighting amongst the Prophet... over fifty
themselves. Some were injured, most I believe they thousand strong
escaped, but I believe at least one will now move and growing. 7

was killed. 7hen I towards our ally, A fear the worst,

returred here. the Endless Great Mao.
Nation.

You've done
well, Envoy.
You have my
thanks.

You can
leave. All
of you.
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o Babylon!

KIKvvv

We need
to break
camp and
look for cover
immediately.
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Trouble. I detected I thought it was an arnimal
movement in the of some sort, but when I
distance 3 few conducted a more detailed
moments ago. scan of the ridge, I saw
something else...






OEBPS/images/page_00103.jpg
going to figure
o

Yes. Nuclear fusion
where hydrogen
becomes helium

becomes Iithium,
and so on...
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children like you.

Ones that have no
problem at all hurting

The worst sort of
humans there are.

My best guess...

2\
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T have tried ‘
to abstain from Very soon, L o [
the affairs of great armies The House

nations, but my rivals  will gather on the of Mao marches
-- and the world itself battlefield, and T will to war...for
-- refuses to bend find myself at the my enemies
towards that desire. A head of one... crave defeat. f s
AN N NG /N
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If you are listening...
| If you hear me...

Ride, my love...
p—

L~ 1\ NS NN 7

Ride like you have
o e N
7 \
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FOLLOW ME.

I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT
DEATH LOOKS LIKE.

VAV
v
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Ahab’s Pass.

Balloon.

Yes,
Babylon?

I'm sure
you've noticed
that I haven't

accessed most of
my databases after
we concluded my
last lesson.

You know,
the one with
all the
murder.

Yes. I
B had...and I've
been meaning to
speak with you
about it.
Any
particular

i reason behind this

reckless and

willfully defiant
\  behavior?

I was
working on my |8
independence. g4

Please
access my
advanced combat,
tactical evasion
and survival
protocols...

I think
this is going
to be a little
trickier than

fighting

pigs.
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No it
ain't! Ain't
at all!

You do
rot know
what you're

doing.

Billy does

that he's dying.
But Billy don't die
alone. Billy Blackgun
takes someone
with ‘em.

know. He knows

People fear
monsters.
Monsters like
Billy.
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Be still,
Babylon.
Do rnot
move.

& nNzzz222,

Do either
of you
know the
Psalms?
They i

made 150
of us.

I was not
made, I was
born and then
my life -- our
lives -- were
taken from
us.

Tam O
rumber 137.
The very
last of my
kind.

NNNZZZZZ,
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You got Billy.
Billy got got. Billy
got stuck and
stuck real bad.
Bad way to die.
Stuckby a2 gp this is
pig. how it ends
for Billy.

Ughhhhh.

Billy
Blackgun...
all bled
out.

Hey!
Nice job,
Mister
Tusk!

Babylon.

And no, you
absolutely cannot
eat him. I don't
care how hungry
you are. I don't
want you getting
a taste for
humans.

It's
unbecoming...

Hold
on...this is
important.

It's
also fatty.
And not the
good kind
either. So
don't do

it. Babylon.

Trouble.
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"By the
waters
of Babylonr,
we wept and
remembered
Zion.”

"For one cannot V' 'Remember then, Lord, what
Sing the songs  they did on the day Jerusalem
of the Lord, fell. ‘Tear it down,’ they
while captive in cried, 'tear it down to
a /f'ore/'lgﬂ /ts foundations! "
land. "

"We broke
our harps,
We sang no

songs.” 4

"0 Babylon, you are doomed.
Blessed is the man who
destroys you as you have
destroyed us.”

"Holy is the man who
takes the children,
and smashes them

3gainst the
rocks.”
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I know
the
Psalms.

The secret
assassin-scientists
Of the Kabbalist
Remnant. Your makers
believed that they
cracked the sacred
machine-man code
of God.

Before the Union
eradicated your sect,
records show that you were
responsible for over a
decade of seditious and

radical acts.

But that
wasn’t
entirely your
doing, was
t?

nNzzzzz, Y&

No. No
it wasn't. It
wasn't me...
I'm not this
person.

There was a time
when the Bible was
one the most read books
/n the world. Now it's been
replaced by other

apocrypha. Most

people don't evern
remember the actual
book of Psalms. But
Ido. It's inmy
records...all of it.
Even Psalm 137.

150 believers --
prophets, rabbis,
priests —-
volunteered for
transcendence. I
suppose you
regret that
row...

You were 3
Killer for your
cause and when your

\ cause was erased, you |

became 3 killer of 8
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Okay, then. Observed
and cataloged as:
Corporeal: Human:

Augmented: Mercenary:
Hunter/Tracker.

Any chance
we can do this
the easy way?
Maybe over a game of
strategy, like chess.
Or even one of
chance. That
might be fun.

But the other...
/s an unknown
variable. A spanrer
in the works.

worry about
the one who
doesn't show
their hand.
\ Understand?

Tournament
of death
it is.

Balloon...

Spread out!
Don't let him slip
containment!

Target 2 :
assessment, SN

Balloon.

Designate:
Blackgun is the
highest physical threat.
Designate: Psalm
/s the most mobile...

Carry
a pointy J
stick.
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You guys
want to introduce
yourselves or should
T just leave
the graves
urnmarked?

Billy Bllackgun Charming.
gon t get ) Gonna A And you? J
buried. Bury Billy put a
and he will rise hole in you,
again to bury you. son. !
Dig a deep hole. A
black hole. Black
as the blackest
night. The night
is black and
full of Billy.

I am 3 Psalm... e The sun will be
and un///{e my rising soon. T
comparion, I # have no one

to share it

take no ¥
with.

pleasure in :
this. M You're
5 37 simply a task \
to be
completed
No more. No
less. <

Anything
creepy you
want to

How sayy

about you,
ma'am?
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This one
is more
than he
appears

to b--

What's that Billy
sees? Some
No-Billy-body done
gone and got
themselves splat.
You think Billy
cares? You think
Billy gonna
cry?

Dammit.

Don't trust

your eyes,

B\ hunters!..

Ursula ain't Billy. Big rock
ain't Billy. You done focused
on the wrong thing, boy.
Billy over here, blasting
you to hell.

5 You
underestimated
Billy. Billy Blackgun
ain't nobody's
second option. So
Billy got the drop
on you.

Ain't no

& one ever

| got the drop
on Billy.
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All we
wanted were
answers to the
hidden questions,
and instead they
took everything
from us...

Everything.
And for
what?

Nothing.

NNZZZZ-

Because
itsa
tragedy...

This desire
to uncover
the hidden.

Someore committing
themselves wholly to the
unknown when they
don't even know who it
/s they really are.

Listen
to me,
Babylon... Humans find
S self-reflection
W terrifying, Babylon...
/t's the real reason
\ they're afraid of
the dark.
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So tell
me...

NNzzzz2! They lied +o us -
the Remnant. They
said the process
could be
reversed.

They
did not tell us

that those who had
families -- husbands,
wives and children...

that we would be

relieved of that

burden.

T remember the pain from
what T saw, and then the
lesser pain that followed.

what they
did to me

They
made us
watch and ssid
we would not
remember!
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N | ISR
1t was & moment of pure
was everything to gain, and

everything to lose.

It was the J
breaking of
nations... |

And the birth
| of new ores. |
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TWENTY-SIX:
m SUMMON ALL
CHOSEN






OEBPS/images/page_00031.jpg
SEE THE HORIZON, AND THE
ARRIVAL OF THE CHOSEN.

LOOK HOW THEY ARE HOLY.
LOOK HOW THEY ARE DAMNED.

VAV
v
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My god.
You're
serious,
aren’t
you?

Constance, there are...
certain aspects of my
ascendance that, until now,
you could not fully appreciate.

This is...understandable,
as it is difficult to value
that which lies beyond
one's experience.

You remember why
you're here, don't you?

Yes. You need my mind to manage :
this geopolitical game of chess
you're playing. You need me to

Oh, Just abstractions like the irrational,
nothing  all-consuming passion one might find

a4 \ grand... in @ generational blood feud, or...
oversee the complexities. T more than that, the fervor of
1 disciples and acolytes.

And if you

are going to truly

be useful, then it's
time you know all the
variables. Even the

P\ ones that might be

offensive to your

automaton-like
logic.

Men and women
moved by the spirit.
You krnow, that
otherworldly shit.

Uncle, you've = 8 Well, T
never struck 4 L don't know
:‘el' asa \ anything

eliever. about the

rormer...
Oh, T find

it tiresome...
but I do
jeve. I
fﬁé’f ';ien Q\ WV Really? Next
too much Lo I suppose you're
not to. going to tell me
§ about finding
Christ and
deliverance from
all of Hell's
demons.
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In the second to last year of |

time -- a moment, really --
where 3l things hung in the
balance, teetering on the
perfect edge of fate and
free will.

1t was @ moment when

prophets, the privileged,
| and common men seeking

nothing but justice were

gathered together

ore last time...

the Pilgrims of The Message.
True believers who would soon
become the Last Army of

the final age.
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T need 7
s Lol gy
s do our
people.
Iam
Chief of Chiefs,

boy. What
are you?

[
The same
blood that flows '\
through your veins \\
flows through mire...

’ \
I am Son N4 Now it is
time for you

of Cheveyo.

The Chief \ to take his

who walked place
again.

WSV And when | Will you
c \ een chosen, Y take his seat
A Uncle.

will you
help me
save our
people?
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I was there
when it
happered.

And yet you
want me to trust
this...ethereal bullshit
like it is providence. The
same way that you do.

with you
having I believe it
doubts. might serve us
well. 77uth be
told, T am
ill-equipped to
handle what
happens
next.

Engugh There is a8 man
posturing, who has become ,
Nephew... The Message. Listen to
Orion, the ”?' Uncle! Ze -
sent me a word.
Fropec. said, ‘Only you can
save your people,
and only then
If you are
Chosen.’

That word also
said 1 would find
you here -- and if I And in your
convinced you to_join waking dream,
me on that necessary  Nihnootheiht
path -- the chance of  has confirmed
success would be your importance
greater. A to the Nation.
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Someone to
tell them how
to think, how
to act...and
what to
do?

I'm not
Jjaded, Mister
President. I got
here on my own,
and I'm exactly
who I want to

be... And

you didn't
answer the
question.

y dear, you
( are far too
young to be

50 jaded.

To think T
may have --
during your formative
years -- unduly
influenced you in
some way...

well, if T
had the
capacity, T
might feel the
barest hint

Hmmm. Any true
believer is looking
for one of
two things,
Constance:
<]
P They wish
|/ toberaised
up -- lifted \
From the mundane
drudgery of their
daily lives. Those
of this set think
they are better
than the position
they find
themselves in. That
life has...
miscast them
in some way.

Some believers N
understand what they
gctually are...and they wisl
for it to end. With purpose.
For a reason. More than
that even...for a cause.

Fear the |
martyrs, my dear.
Not only are they

gambling with house
\ money, but they
\ always bet it all.
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[ The Southern Gate. Y

There's
rabble
underfoot.

They are
called Pilgrims, and
-- If you are
educated, upright, and
schooled in your
gpocrypha -- You might
remember learning that
they are a seasonal
irritant.

The daily
burdens
one must
bear...

From

time-to- v
time... In the good ‘ole

they are

days, when The
called.

Message Was
kept at Armistice,
they could not
make it past the

wall... y,

Oh, they're
looking for
what any #rue
believer hopes
to find.

No. T mean below
us. Right now.

At first
there were
a few, but
the crowd

keeps
getting
larger.

I think
they're headed
in the same
direction we are.

argument for
ramparts and other

Which, a5 ' \
' an aside, is Yet "\
</ another well-oiled \ 7

rock-hard
structures of
_ demarcation.

But now
that Orion
has gone rogue,
they seek him
out. They travel
to him -- just
as we do
row.
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D

The Southern Gate.

We are here for one reason

only...in service to a higher
calling. And if our serving

might also draw together

But I wil not
tolerate the
mob. Not
now...not

well
then, so
the resources to save be it. ever.
our collective
necks...

Yes, Madame

President?

If one of
these...people
touches me,
please shoot them
immediately.
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What is the
meaning of this, child?
You were told to
wart for our message,
rot to send

your owr.

bring it |
\ here.

Then when you arrive with less --
s3ying it was all the Kingdom offered --
the Union President will believe they
are hedging their bets, and will question
the commitment of her allies.

Her fear will make her
weak, and she will overreact,
feigning strength she
does not possess.

I know, but
I just picked up a
supply of gold from
the Kingdom to cover
the Union's
shortcomings. I thought
it might
be--

Go to the White Tower,
but before you return,
stash most of the bounty
somewhere safe.

I think he understands,
ma'am. There won't be
any aspersions cast Perhaps
here today. not by the
Nation!...
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Ah, Ezra.

Archibald... Wi
other people. |
\ s Zhis it?

well-powdered
nethers.
1 suppose

Here I was, T was
operating under  mistaken.
the assumption

we would be
Jettisoning all
things we// past

their prime.

/t /s not. And there Yet all things
were none considered are not equal.
who number among And even if
the unworthy... )

All invited
have a place.
All invited
have a
purpose.

Doma,
please instruct
the savage that
while our nations
currently have a Then I will
truce, if all he have you remove
offers me today his uncultured,
are insults... fucking tongue.
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Now
we're
square.

Now
hold on a 1t's not
second... what you
think! T just
needed some
imsurance. We
can still work
this out!

You did

say you

wanted things
settled once
and for all,
didn’t you?
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How do
I know you're
on the up
and up?

Why wouldn't
I be? I want this
done and dusted...

and you outta

my sight
rorever.

Lies, lies,
he's speakin’
lies... Make

your boy

food for
flies.

Trust me.
They're gonna
find your son
and everythin'

will be just

fine.

Start the
clock, the time
is nigh. Message

was sent: Death's
son's to die.
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7
/
Are you
So...here's gonna get
the tough _7N a bullet or
choice facin' my boot
heel?

me right this
second:
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7ell me
how this
works.

y It's like 8 "¢
/ network. Shared \
information
\ between scouts -
\ and trackers. The
N .
depository can
be searched for
information a/ready
spread...or queued
for information /in
demand.

Can you
find him
for me?

If the boy
is now out in
the wild -- not
hidden, but in the
world -- T can find
anything. That's
what T do.
But...

This is the
second time you've
wrecked my bar, so I
think, perhaps, you
should offer me a little
somethin' to make the
bitter taste better.
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1 WARN YOU. FROM HERE TO
THE VERY END OF TIME...

READY YOURSELF FOR BLOOD.

VAV
v
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Ain't what I
s3id. Remember
it works two

ways... Any idea

Search of where he
existin' mighta been
information came 125t7 Any kinda
up empty. So startin’ point?,
now I gotta put
a call out.

They ain't mary, 7 Tl tell
but they are a talented them
burch. They'll most to get

certainly get the job done. started.

They were
holdin' him in
the Northern
Wild. But he

escaped.

That's a bit of
a problem. Union's a
mess right now. 4s a
result, we don't have our
normal number of
operators in that region,
but I'm sure that...

Billy
Blackgun.

An!
You're in
luck...
look!
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"l’ (i
| I

alin

Unreasonable.
And unfair.

well, T've

|/ run the search,
I\ and it's come
up empty.

E0...
You can’t
find him.

not talk to
me about

what you owe
or are owed. As
you will not be
happy with my

accountin'.

Your 3ss...

Remains
/1 arrears.

Listen here,
threaten me all you
want, but Zhis --
this job here --
it's one that
settles things.

payin' no
more for past
sins. Whether

you like

7t or not.
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Superstitions aside,
attempting to
understand Nihnootheint
and his kind is a8 foolish
undertaking at best.
But, if T was feeling bold
and willing to wager a 4

quess... 5

I'd bet he's
teaching you
to stand on your
own two feet.
D Again.
As you have
forgotten,
Narsimha.

That's
not my
name
anymore,
Uncle.

Iam
The Wolf...
and tonight T
am hunting
chiefs.
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ALL MEN TELL LIES.
THESE ARE A FEW OF
THEM.

VAV
v

Jonathan Hickman is the visionary talent behind such works
as the Eisner-nominated NIGHTLY NEWS, THE MANHATTAN
PROJECTS and PAX ROMANA. He also plies his trade at
MARVEL working on books like FANTASTIC FOUR and THE
AVENGERS.

His twin brother, Marc, went missing in St. Lucia six months ago
and hasn’t been heard from since.

Jonathan lives in South Carolina when he isn’t vacationing or
searching for his brother.

You can visit his website: www.pronea.com, or email him at:
Jjonathan@pronea.com.

Nick Dragotta’s career began at Marvel Comics working on
tites as varied as X-STATIX, THE AGE OF THE SENTRY,
X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, CAPTAIN AMERICA: FOREVER
ALLIES and VENGEANCE.

FANTASTIC FOUR #588 was the first time he collaborated with
Jonathan Hickman, which lead to their successful run on FF.

In addition, Nick is the co-creator of HOWTOONS, a comic
series teaching kids how to build things and explore the world
around them. EAST OF WEST is Nick's first creator-owned
project at Image.
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