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DOCTORS
DECIDED TO KEEP HER
UNDER FURTHER OBSERVATION,
FOR AT LEAST A FEW
MORE DAYS...

22
FEW DAYS?? SHE WAS

SUPPOSED TO COME
HOME TODAY!! HER DIABETES
IS NOT EXACTLY
HELPING HER TO HEAL
VERY FAST.

...THEY
ALSO TOLD Us
IF WE WANT HER TO HEAL
PROPERLY SHE WILL NEED \
PRESCRIBED THERAPY AND A NURSE |
TO COME TO OUR HOME AT
LEAST ONCE A
WEEK...

...WHICH
IS SOMETHING THAT IS
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BUT...
LIKE I SAD...
WITH YOU
PITCHING IN, I THINK WE
WILL MANAGE TO HAVE MOM
UP AND RUNNING IN
NO TIME.
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THAT TIME WHEN
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THAT NOW, IT WAS
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WANTED TO
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YOU TOOK
THE INITIATIVE FOR THIS
JOB, EVEN THOUGH IT MEANT AND THAT.
YOU HAD TO MOVE... MEANS A LOT.

ESPECIALLY AFTER
TODAY. IT SHOWS HOW
MUCH YOU'VE MATURED,
AND HOW MUCH YOU CARE
FOR THIS FAMILY.

'M
REALLY PROUD OF
YOU, ELLY.

S-SURE,
NO PROBLEM.

WAIT...
TODAY..?

WHAT'S 50
SPECIAL ABOUT
PAY? OH, GOD!!
WHAT HA--
WE JUST
CAME BACK FROM
THE HOSPITAL.
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AT A BAD TIME, AND
I OVERREACTED.
...AND...
WHAT I ACTUALLY
MEANT TO
SAY WAS...

THAT
MOMENT MY
MIND WAS IN A
DIFFERENT
STATE.

WHAT IS HE
EVEN MUMBLING
ABOUT?

I CAN
BARELY HEAR
HIM...
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DOCTOR!

I HEARD
NOTHING FROM
WHAT YOU JusT
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BUT
I REALLY IT'S VERY
NEED TO TAKE IMPORTANT.
THIS CALL.

I
UNDERSTAND.

I'LL SEE YOU
TOMORROW,
THEN.

OH,
I WOULDN'T
BET ON
IT.

NIGHT, MISS
TORRES.
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CAME HERE TO SAY
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RATHER ADEQUATE.
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PROFESSIONAL!

I KNOow
YOU'RE EMPTY,
DAMN IT!!
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THIS IS
NOT THE BEST
TIME...

WHAT
I MEAN IS...IT'S AS GOOD
A TIME AS ANY...

U 2
GG, SUPPOSE

CLARA...JUST...
PERFECT TIMING,
UGH.
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‘ YOU KNOW WHAT..2
IF I DON'T PIcK \ \  NEVER MIND.
UP NOW, THE BATTERY : =
WON'T SURVIVE THE
SECOND CALL. \ W Jgi;;TART
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I MENTION THAT THERE WAS SUPRISINGLY
I RECOGNISE COMPETENT.

HER SKILLS...?
THEREFORE,

I WISH TO
APOLOGIZE FOR MY
OVERREACTION.

YOU SEE...
I LACKED FULL KNOWLEDGE
OF WHAT YOU DID.
WHICH IS WHY...

DAMN IT BRAIN,
I'M TRYING TO
APOLOGIZE, NOT WRITE
A PAPER!

TRY'S THE
CHARM, I HOPE.
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MY JACKET.

SIGH... B
THIS PLACE, IT FELT WRONG

I SWEAR FROM DAY 1!

THE
SOONER I'M
OuT, THE
BETTER.
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MISS TORRES,
I AM SORRY ABOUT
OVERREACTING EARLIER.
I HAD A BAD DAY AND ENDED UP
VENTING AT YOU.

TOO
PERSONAL.  gpers My
EMPLOYEE, SO 1
SHOULD AT LEAST
SOUND...

SOMEWHAT
DIGNIFIED.
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RIGHT ON BOTH
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JUST ONE
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WE ALL
MAKE MISTAKES
SOMETIMES.
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THE AUTOCLAVE

LATER, WHEN HE
WAKES UP.
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STILL ASLEEP??

DON'T
YOU HAVE CLASSES
TODAY!?
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SNOOORE
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HERE ALL
NIGHT?

OH THANK
GOopD...
HE IS
ASLEEP..

I DON'T
HAVE TO LOOK
FOR ANOTHER

JOB...

I BETTER
NOT WAKE HIM...
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WELL...
MORE ACCURATELY,
I'M USED TO IT.

TO PEOPLE
SNEAKING, I MEAN.

ANYWAYS...
HERE YOU GO.
ENJOY!

HOW DID
YOU DETECT
ME..? 1 STOOD

THERE FOR
1 SECOND/

YOU COULDN'T
HAVE HEARD ME
WITH ALL THE
MUsIC...

YOU SEE,
VLAD HAS A TENDENCY
TO SLEEPWALK.

AND TRUTH BE TOLD...
THAT CREEPED ME OUT A BIT,
WHEN I FIRST STARTED
WORKING HERE...

ONE
MOMENT YOU ARE
DOING SOMETHING,
THE NEXT--POOF/
HE IS BEHIND
You.

THERE
IS SOMETHING ELSE
I WANTED TO ASK
YOu.

WELL...

THE HOUSE IS OLD,
SO YOU CAN FEEL THE
TREMOR WHEN SOMEONE
IS GOING DOWN OR UP
THE STAIRCASE.

YOU'LL GET
USED TO IT.

AT SMELLS
AWESOME!
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_your boss is not an evil mad scientist. 1t’s not exactly a dream job for Elliot
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Sigure out what exactly ber job is.
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AS ALWAYS, SINCE THIS COMIC ORIGINALLY STARTED AS A
WEBCOMIC IT WILL CONTINUE BEING JUST THAT, BEFORE ITS NEXT PRINT RELEASE.
SO IF YOU ARE INTERSTED IN SEEING IT AHEAD OF TIME IN ALL ITS WORK-IN-PROGRESS GLORY,
IT WILL BE POSTED ON MY DEVIANTART PAGE. (SIGEEL.DEVIANTART.COM)
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I WILL SEE YOU ALL IN THE NEXT VOLUME! :
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OR!!' "~ THERE IS \
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ALSO! 2
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THANKS.
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OR.Z

WHO, VLAD?
OH
NO IDEA. THANK GOD,
I'M NOT THE ONLY

I HAVEN'T
ONE LATE FOR
SEEN HIM UP WORKI
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OH HEY!! ¥ coop

MORNING,
ELLIOT!

WELL...
NO USE
TRYING TO
SNEAK NOW...
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SO, HERE WE ARE--

WITH THE END OF VOLUME 3, BOOK 1 OF BLOODSTAIN |S CONCLUDED.

THERE ARE 2 MORE BOOKS PLANNED. EACH CONTAINING 3 VOLUMES.

THIS ARC FOCUSED MORE ON CHARACTER INTRODUCTION AND THEIR DISTINCT PERSONALITIES,
WHILE THE NEXT ONE WILL FOCUS MORE ON THE SITUATIONS THEY ENCOUNTER
AND HOW THEY OVERCOME AND ADAPT THROUGHOUT THEIR
JOURNEYS.

I LOOK
LIKE A FRIGGIN
DANDELION.

YOU CAN
EXPECT SOME NEW CHARACTERS TO BE
INTRODUCED...

///,\\\\\\\\\ \

OH!
THAT'S ELLIOT,
SHE IS THE NEW
ASSISTANT.

...AND SOME
YOU MIGHT ALREADY

BE FAMILIAR WITH. OK, NOW You

HAVE TO 'sHOW IN SHORT,

THIS IS WHERE
THE REAL

I: _i..—z!‘.(, - FUN BEGINS.

&GO AWAY
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SORRY
ABOUT THAT...

YOU KNOW--
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DON'T HAVE TO
SNEAK AROUND
\ LIKE THAT.. THAT'S--

NEEDING TO REALLY NOT
GO TO THE TOILET THE ISSUE
IS NOTHING TO BE HERE--

ASHAMED OF.

-IT'S
NOTHING... I
GUESS I'M
STILL...

...ADJUSTING.

SIT DOWN
AND T'LL MAKE YOU
SOMETHING.

WOULD
YOU LIKE AN
OMELETTE?
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I OVERSLEPT
AGAIN!!!
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IS LOVE?

BABY, DON'T
HURT ME--
{ DON'T

HURT ME--

AH!

GOOD! SERGE

IF I CAN
SNEAK INTO

THE LAB SILENTLY, L 1 —

NOBODY WILL NOTICE : +1kFLU§HH
I AM LATE... 7

IANEED
CAREE]

UNLESS
THE DOCTOR
IS IN THE LAB
RIGHT NOW.

SEEMS

BUSY.  anD Boss
IS NOT HERE
EITHER--

PRIMARY CEJECTIVIES I Siioaamas

* SECONDARY OBJECTIVE:
= GET TO THE LAB!

L
REWARD:
| 11
 SNEAKING IF
FUL.

THAT...
MIGHT BE
A PROBLEM.

OK...
ONE THING
AT A TIME...





OPS/images/0128.jpeg





OPS/images/0004.jpeg
IMAGE COMICS, INC.
Robert Kirkman —Chief Operating Officer
Erik Larsen—Chief Financial Officer
Todd McFarlane—President

Marc Silvestri—Chief Executive Officer
Jim Valentino—Vice President

Eric Stephenson—Publisher
Corey Murphy—Director of Sales

Jeff Boison—Director of Publishing Planning & Book Trade Sales

Chris Ross—Director of Digital Sales
Jeff Stang—Director of Specialty Sales
Kat Salazar—Director of PR & Marketing
Branwyn Bigglestone —Controller

Kali Dugan—Senior Accounting Manager
Sue Korpela—Accounting & HR Manager
Art
Heather Doornink—Production Director

Leigh Thomas—Print Manager

Tricia Ramos —Traffic Manager

Briah Skelly—Publicist

Aly Hoffman —Events & Conventions Coordinator
Sasha Head—Sales & Marketing Production Designer
David Brothers—Branding Manager

Melissa Gifford—Content Manager

Drew Fitzgerald—Publicity Assistant

Vincent Kukua—Production Artist

Erika Schnatz—Production Artist

Ryan Brewer—Production Artist

Shanna Matuszak—Production Artist

Carey Hall—Production Artist

Esther Kim—Direct Market Sales Representative
Emilio Bautista—Digital Sales Representative
Leanna Caunter—Accout Analyst

Chioe Ramos-Peterson.
Marla Eizik—Administrative Assistant

IMAGECOMICS.COM

ibrary Market Sales Representative

For Top Cow Productions, Inc.

For Top Cow Productions, Inc.
Marc Silvestri - CEO
Matt Hawkins - President & COO

Elena Salcedo - Vice President of Operations

Henry Barajas - Director of Operations

Vincent Valentine - Production Manager

Dylan Gray - Marketing Director

To find the comic shop
nearest you, call:
1-888-COMICBOOK

Want more info? Check out:
www.topcow.com
for news & exclusive Top Cow merchandise!





OPS/images/0125.jpeg
WHAT TIME

15172

I WOULDN'T
WORRY TOO MUCH ABOUT THAT.
VLAD |S PRETTY RANDOM
WITH TIME TOO.

ALMOST

AH! CRAP!

Y'’KNOW,
IF I DON'T GET
SOME SORT OF WORK-HOUR
TIMETABLE OR SOMETHING,
I'LL JUST END UP SLEEPING
THE WHOLE DAY
AWAY,
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I DIDN'T
READ IT.

WELL...I'VE GOT A
PRETTY GOOD IDEA

WHAT IT IS. JUST WHEN

I'M REMINDED THAT
I CAN'T AFFORD TO LOSE
THIS JOB, I'M GETTING

BY A LETTER,
NO LESS.
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WAIT. ’,
DEAR?

NO DEARS!!!
WE
ARE NOT EXACTLY...
FRIENDS.

\ IF I WRITE "DEAR” SHE MIGHT TAKE IT THE
WRONG WAY, LIKE I'M PERHAPS TRYING TO
FAMILIARIZE WITH.HER IN SOME WEIRD WAY.. .

\RE ANGERS TO DTHER, S0 T
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THIS IS EXACTLY
THE KIND OF THING
YOU DID TO ME
LAST TIME.
DO you
KNOW UNDER WHAT
KIND OF PRESSURE
I AM UNDER
LATELY?2?

INSTEAD OF
ESTABLISHING MYSELF AS
AN AUTHORITY FIGURE UNTIL THEY
TAKE MY CLASS SERIOUSLY, I WILL BE
RIDICULED FOR GENERATIONS
TO COME...

“PROFESSOR
SNOREFEST.”

1 FELL ASLEEP
IN A CLASS FULL OF
FIRST YEARS

AND THEN
I COME HOME,
TO A SAFE PLACE WHERE
I'M SUPPOSED TO
RELAX...

TODAY!

FIRST
YEARS//
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SERGE,

IS FINE HERE.

I APPRECIATE YOUR
CONCERN, BUT EVERYTHING

WE
ALL HAVE OUR
PROBLEMS.

MY GIRLFRIEND
HAS BEEN VISITING HER FAMILY,
SO IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE

WE'VE SEEN EACH /
> OTHER.
AND BECAUSE
I WANTED TO MAKE SURE
EVERYTHING IS FINE HERE
WITH YOU, I AVOIDED
GOING HOME...
SO...I'M A

LITTLE ON THE
EDGE MYSELF.

YOU CAN
&GO HOME.

I DON'T NEED
A CARETAKER.

IT'S FINE,
NOW THAT SHE
TOOK CARE OF

THIS MESS...

ALRIGHT, THEN.
HYPOTHETICALLY, LET'S
SAY YOU'RE FINE ON
YOUR OWN. WHAT

ABOUT THE
GIRL?
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NOW LISTEN HERE,
SERGE...

NO, VLAD,
YOU LISTEN
TO ME/

AND I AM SICK OF BEING A NEUTRAL IN-BETWEEN...
I AM SICK OF g

BEING A PSYCHIARTIST
AND A SHOULDER TO CRY ON FOR EVERY
SINGLE ASSISTANT THAT YOU'VE WHAT
HAD HERE RECENTLY. . IS THAT DID SHE
Y A BLOOD CALL ME??
STAIN?

HEY,
IS THIS
cweces) CONSIDERED
) GARBAGE?

SAY,
WHAT WAS THAT
ABOUT A PLANE
TICKET?

NO, REALLY...
HE IS A NICE
Guy.

YOU JusT
NEED TO GET
USED TO
HIM.

THEN
COMES A DAY
LIKE THIS AND YOU
JUST DESTROY
EVERYTHING I DID
FOR YOU.
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OH,

PLEASE! ESPECIALLY

WHEN WE BOTH KNOW
THIS WHOLE...

DON'T
PRETEND AS IF YOU
DON'T GET ANYTHING OUT

OF .. YASSISTANT THING"”

WAS YOUR
IDEA IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

I TOLD YOU
I DIDN'T NEED
ONE.

YES, VLAD/

YOou po
NEED ONE!
I AM DONE WITH

AND YOU
KNOW WHY?

BECAUSE I AM
DONE!

YOUR ERRATIC SLEEP
PATTERNS--
AND CHECKING
UP ON YOU EVERY

20 MINUTES--

AND WORRYING
WHETHER OR NOT I'LL
FIND YOU DEAD IN A POOL OF
CHEMICALS THIS
TIME AROUND.

SERGE, THAT IS,
HANDS DOWN, THE
MOST RIDICULOUS THING
I HAVE EVER HEARD
IN MY LIFE...

'DEAD IN POOL OF--"

AND I
DO WORK A ...AND You
BETTER MAKE IT WORK
WITH THIS ONE, BECAUSE
IF SHE LEAVES /
I AM ouT!!!

SO GOOD LUcK
FINDING SOMEONE
ELSE WILLING TO
PUT UP WITH ALL

YOUR CRAP.
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SPACE IS WHAT'S
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ME.
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MAYBE IF YOU GAVE
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ACTUAL INPUT ON WHAT

YOU NEEDED THEM

TO DO, PERHAPS WE

WOULD ALL BE
SPARED THIS
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You
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IN YOUR LAB.
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BUT THIS WAS AN
EXCEPTIONAL
SITUATION.

SO DURING
ONE OF THOSE
MEETINGS WE ACTUALLY
MADE SOME SIGNIFICANT
PROGRESS... AND

WE DECIDED

TO CELEBRATE.

THEY HAD GLASSES,
I HAD FLASKS.

BOTTOMS UP!!

I'VE
BEEN WORKING
ON A PROJECT WITH
A FEW OF MY FELLOW ...BUT
RESEARCHERS. SINCE THEY ALL
LIVE ABROAD, WE
HAVE OUR CONFERENCE
MEETINGS
ONLINE.
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WHAT ABOUT HER?

SHE WENT THOUGH
A LOAD OF TROUBLE TO
GET HERE.
PRETTY

DESPERATE,
IF YOU ASK ME.

...AND IN THE END...

ALL OF THAT FOR
WHAT..?

PSH...
DESPERATE...
MORE LIKE
FOOLISH.

SAYS THE FOOL
WHO BOUGHT THE
TICKET!

FAIR
ENOUGH.

AS
TIRED, SO I DON'T
REMEMBER ALL
THE DETAILS...

I GUESS I...

...0ID IT
ON IMPULSE.

STUPID
OR NOT,
SHE IS HERE
NOw.

You
SHOULD AT
LEAST GIVE
HER A FAIR

SHOT.






OPS/images/0076.jpeg
OBJECTIVELY
SPEAKING... SHE /S EFFICIENT.
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STILL I...

SOOD.
I'M GLAD WE'RE
ON THE SAME
PAGE.

YOU SHOULD
GO UP AND
APOLOGIZE.

APOLOGIZE
FOR WHAT??

FOR
TELLING HER
SHE MESSED ULP MY  FoR
WORKFLOW???  TELLING HER

THE TRUTH?

...HAVE YOU
BEEN L/STENING
TO WHAT I WAS
SAYING...

SO WHAT
IF T HAVE??

WHETHER

THIS PLACE WAS

A PRISTINE SNOWBANK OF
CLEANLINESS OR A ROOM MADE
OF COTTON CANDY, IT
1S COMPLETELY
IRRELEVANT!

HOW IS IT
IRRELEVANT?/

PLEASE,
I AM DYING TO
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HOW CAN
THAT POSSIBLY BE
IRRELEVANT?/

YES!

YOU JUST SAD...
THAT THIS PLACE IS )
IDEAL NOW.

WHAT 15
HAPPENING
HERE???

I THOUGHT
SCIENTISTS WERE
SUPPOSED TO AVOID
CONTAMINATING

SERGE, I HAVEN'T
BEEN DOING ANY ACTUAL
PHYSICAL EXPERIMENTS

IN HERE FOR
MONTHS.
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I THINK
I HAVE A PRETTY
GOOD IDEA...

BUT SIR..
I WAS DOING
JUsT...

NEEDED
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YOU ONE SIMPLE
ASSIGNMENT.

TO CLEAN MY
GLASSWARE.

THAT WAS
ALL I NEEDED
FROM YOU.

JUST ONE.

NOTHING
MORE.

S0, SURE,
WHY NOT BREAK
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EVERYTHING

AWAY! (g TyaT

WHAT HAPPENED TO

THE VIALS ON MY
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NOT TO
MENTION THE NOTES
THAT WERE SCATTERED
AROUND...

...DIDN'T
THROW ANYTHING
AWAY.

NOT
ANYTHING
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JUST SICK OF IT
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THERE IS NOTHING I TO
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IS COMPLETELY
UNFAIR!

MR. TRENT,
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OF STUDENTS EVERY YEAR,
AND YOU CAN'T EXPECT ME TO
BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY EVERYONE'S
HANDWRITING JUST IN
CASE THEY "FORGOT”
TO WRITE THEIR
NAME.

I DON'T EXPECT
IT, BUT IF YOU'D SHOWN ME
THE TEST, I COULD'VE EASILY TOLD
YOU WHICH ONE IS
MINE.
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WHY ON EARTH
WOULD I DO THAT? .
I STUDIED FOR THE TEST.
I ANSWERED ALL THE /4
QUESTIONS.

AFTER ALL,
KNOWLEDGE CONSOLIPATES
BETTER IF YOU GIVE YOUR
BRAIN A SHORT
BREAK.

SO WHO
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DO BETTER THAN
ON THE ORIGINAL

...50 YOU
EXPECT ME TO
BLINDLY TRUST THAT
YOU WON'T BE ACCIDENTALLY
PICKING UP SOMEONE
ELSE'S UNSIGNED
TEST.

THEN THERE
1S NOTHING TO

. WORRY ABOUT.

YOU CAN
RE-TAKE THE EXAM
NEXT WEEK WITH
THE REST OF YOUR
“FORGETFUL"
COLLEAGUES.
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AND
1 AGREE
WITH YOU.
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YOU DON'T
NEED AN
ASSISTANT.

THERAPIST.

BUT IT'S
UP TO YOU
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NoT
ANYMORE.

I AM DONE WITH
THIS BULLSHIT!

FROM
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GO TO SUCH
LENGTHS...

MY WORK AT THIS
MOMENT, ASIDE FROM
TEACHING, REVOLVES
AROUND THEORY AND
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NOTHING
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CONFERENCE
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THREATENED TO
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RESTAURANT OR CHEF
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WORK, AND I BARELY GET
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SO, YES! I ONLY DID
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ALRIGHT.

YOU WIN!
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THIS MIGHT
TAKE AWHILE.






OPS/images/0081.jpeg
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INSTEAD...
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THOUGH...
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WHILE I'M GETTING ’
I DON'T
READY... WANT IT DYING ON

ME WHILE I'M ON
THE ROAD.

NOW...

IF I COULD
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WHERE I PUT MY

CHARGER...
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WHAT A
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HOLD ME FOR
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LET'S NOT RUSH
INTO THINGS...

LET'S
SEE THE FUNDS
FIRST.

GOD, 1 HOPE
THIS WILL BE
ENOUGH FOR THE
BUS HOME...
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SEE?
HE TOLD YOU TO
UNPACK.

YOU ARE NOT
A LOST CAUSE
AFTER ALL--

HE TOLD
ME TO UNPACK!

I DID THAT/

AND TO TAKE
A DAY OFF...

H
BEEN GOING
GREAT SO
FAR.

THOUGH
I STILL DO HAVE SOME
WORK TO COMPLETE DOWN
IN THE LAB--
BUUUUUUUUUUUUT--
GIVEN
THAT HE LOCKS UP
THE PLACE...

I'M ASSUMING
IT'S OFF-LIMITS, AT LEAST
WHILE HE
1S AWAY?Z

I DON'T REMEMBER
HIM LOCKING IT WHEN HE
STORMED OUT...
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DEAR GOD, =
THE STENCH... THAT'S BUT REALLY?

WHERE IT WAS TAKEOUT??
COMING FROM.
HE HAS A
DIVINE CHEF UP THERE
COOKING FOR HIM AND
YET HE ORDERS
TAKEOUT?

SOME
PEOPLE SURE
KNOW HOW TO WASTE WOW,
THEIR MONEY... IT'S EVEN NAMED
ANP FOOP: AFTER HM.

I THINK...

HMM
I DONT KNOW,

poc... I THINK IT
COULD USE MORE
KETCHUP.

WOULD
HE MIND IF I THREW
THIS AWAY?Z2

IT LOOKS LIKE
IT’6 BEEN SITTING HERE FOR
QUITE SOME TIME.
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BOARDING THAT TRAIN
-~ OF THOUGHT!

FXK OFF,
BRAIN!!!!
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IT WAS JusT COULD HAVE DRAGGED
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SERGE,
PASS ME THE
“PACIFIER.”
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YOU STILL
GOT WORK TO DO,
RIGHT?

YES, BUT..
ARE YOU SURE?

WELL...

YOU'RE NOT
GONNA TRY AND
ROB HIM OF ALL HIS
VALUABLES,
ARE YOU?

HIS WORK
IS HIS WHOLE
LIFE.

YOU ARE
NOT JUST DOING
THAT TO GET ME INTO
MORE TROUBLE,
ARE YOU?

WOULDN'T
DREAM OF IT.

ALRIGHT.

THANK YOU.

IT WON'T
TAKE TOO LONG,
I PROMISE.

OH, YES,
IT IS MY LIFE'S
DREAM TO BREAK
INTO A MAD SCIENTIST'S
LABORATORY AND DRAG OUT
AN OLD RUSTY AUTOCLAVE
FOR WHICH I WOULD
HAVE NO UsE
AT ALL...

THOUGH,
I CAN'T DENY
THAT THERE'S
A CERTAIN...

...VINTAGE
QUALITY
TO IT.

HAH! VLAD?

A MAD
SCIENTIST?
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I RAN AFTER

HIM JUST LIKE YoU
TOLD ME—- AND ALL FOR

NOTHING/ HE EVEN
DISMISSED THE IDEA, LIKE
I WAS A CRAZY PERSON TO EVEN
SUGGEST SOMETHING
LIKE THAT IN THE FIRST
PLACE...

I COULDN'T
HAVE KNOWN
THAT.

BECAUSE I THOUGHT HE
HE ALWAYS HAD HIS ASSISTANTS ALREADY INFORMED
ACCOMPANY HIM TO HIS YOU OF THAT...
LECTURES.

OW...WAIT...
ASSISTANTS?

HOW MANY
ARE WE TALKING
ABOUT HERE?

SO WHAT
HAPPENED TO

SEVEN? THEM?

WHO 15
COUNTING AT
THIS POINT?

oTl
ALSO

HERS

...LEFT.

e ———
= ol

THAT SOUNDS
ENCOURAGING.





OPS/images/0029.jpeg
YES,
BUT LOOK...
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ARE SAYING ALL
OF THEM WENT DON'T
WITH HIM?? READ TOO MUCH
INTO IT.

HE WAS
IN A HURRY AND
PROBABLY HAD A LOT
OF OTHER THINGS
ON HIS
MIND.

I JUST DON'T

KNOW WHAT I'M
SUPPOSED TO BE DOING
HERE, NOW THAT THE
BOSS IS AWAY.

ARE YOU

BORED ALREADY? DID YOU FINISH
A A EVERYTHING HE

TOLD Youz?
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IF I'M GOING

TO BE TREATED LIKE

A NUISANCE AROUND
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THEN
THIS PLACE FEELS
LIKE HOME
ALREADY...
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RIGHT NOW,
I'M WORKING.

HOW ELSE
AM I SUPPOSED
TO LOOK?

I MANAGED
TO MAKE A COMPLETE
FOOL OUT OF
MYSELF...

ALL THANKS
TO YOU...

I NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO...

SORRY, ELLY
I REALLY
GOTTA GO

Now!

YOU LOOK
A LITTLE
DOWN--
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S-SHOULDN'T
1 GO WITH
YOUZ? 110 THE
UNIVERSITY,
I MEAN.
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THIS JOB
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jﬁ THIS TRAUMA.
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IT'S LIKE
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I GUESS
HE DID...

WELL THAT'S
JUST GREAT!!

“AREN'T YOU
GONNA FOLLOW
HIM?22
YOU ARE HIS
ASSISTANT AREN'T
youzz2"

DO1
LOOK LIKE
I KNOW WHAT I'M A
DOING?2?

AND WHY
AM I STILL
HOLDING THIS...
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BUT MAYBE
I CAN LIVE WITHOUT

A TOOTHBRUSH, WASHCLOTH ™

AND HAIRBRUSH FOR
A MONTH.

YES!
I GET IT!
YOU ARE
EMPTY!!

I HAVE
NO IDEA
WHAT TO TELL
HER...

A

STATS.

I'M OFF
TO TAKE A
SHOWER...
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HEAR YOU...
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BUT MAYBE I SHOULDN'T RUSH INTO THINGS.
I AM ONLY 3 DAYS IN...

I AM NOT
HAPPY WITH YOUR
WORK AT ALL.

YOU ARE
NOT HIRED.

AND YOU
SMELL FUNNY,
TOO.
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2

THANK YOU
FOR TRYING,
AT LEAST.

SOME PROBLEMS
JUST NEED TO BE FACED
HEAD-ON I GUESS...

I'M NOT
DEPENDING ON
ANYONE.

AND I AM
ESPECIALLY NOT
MAKING PROMISES

I CANNOT KEEP.
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4

HOW THESE
PEOPLE SURVIVE
WITHOUT A DECENT
HAIRBRUSH 1S
BEYOND ME...

OH, HEY, THE
BOSS IS HERE.

HEY, WAIT!!

ARE YOU
GOING STRAIGHT






OPS/images/0056.jpeg
YOU GONNA EAT  JISMPLLH L I SHOULD
ANYTHING TODAY?? 4 s PROBABLY GO
A DOWN, TOO...

I'M NOT
HUNGRY.

BY THE WAY, \
SERGE, WHERE CAN

L WASH o~ UsT
EAVE IT THERE.

WE HAVE A
CLEANING LADY THAT
COMES HERE EVERY

THURSDAY... >

ERR...
SO00-- T..7 COME ON,
WA I'LL SHOW YOUu.
DO I JUsT..
DROP IT ON THE FLOOR
THERE?

THAT'S JUST...
VLAD. /
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TR

I LOVE YOUu,
WATER!
YOu
UNDERSTAND
ME.

OH.

I FORGOT..

I AM IN AN
ALL-MEN HOUSEHOLD
RIGHT NOW...
SIGH

I BETTER
REMEMBER

TO PUT THAT ON THE
LIST, TOO.
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OH?
SO, HOW 1S SHE?

SAY HI TO HER
FOR ME.

YEAH, I'M STILL HERE.
HE GOT A NEW ASSISTANT,
SO I'M TAKING CARE OF

OH, NO NO...
IT'S DIFFERENT. I'VE
GOT A GOOD FEELING
ABOUT IT THIS TIME.

AND YOU?
YOU COMING THIS
WEEK?
OH--
THE NEXT ONE?

E
HURRY UP, I MISS YOU.

YEP, HE'S HOME...
I'LL CALL
TO YOU TOMORROW,
oK?

HEY VLAD,
PATRICE SAYS HI!

HOLD ON.
I THINK

I HEARD VLAD'S
CAR.

HE SAYS HI
BACK.

ALRIGHT.

BYE-BYE, LOVE YOU.
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SO, WHY DO
YOU NEED IT?
‘ IF YOU I NEED IT

DON'T MIND ME BECAUSE I'M A DUMBASS
BEING A LITTLE WHO FORGOT HALF OF HER STUFF
CURIOUS. BACK HOME.

SO NOW I HAVE
TO PESTER MY SISTER INTO
SENDING MY THINGS
BACK TO ME...

IT IS ACTUALLY
VLAD'S FAULT FOR NOT
GIVING YOU ENOUGH TIME
TO PREPARE.

YOU SHOULD
MAKE HIM COMPENSATE
THOSE CHARGES NO WAY!
FOR YOU.
I WOULDN'T
DARE.

I DON'T WANT TO
CAUSE ANY TROUBLE
HERE...
I'M JUusT
HERE FOR THE
JOB.

WELL--
IF THEY ARE JUST YOUR
BASIC EVERYDAY THINGS 1 COULD
DRIVE YOU TO TOWN IN THE MORNING,
IF YOU WANT. I'M GOING

GROCERY SHOPPING,
ANYWAY.

THANKS FOR
THE OFFER, BUT I CAN'T
AFFORD IT RIGHT
NOW.

IAM
REALLY LOW ON
FUNDS.

EMERGENCY-ONLY
LOW, IN FACT.
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SO You S
WOULD IT BE WOULD PROABABLY
POSSIBLE IF I GAVE MY NEED TO USE
SISTER THE ADDRESS AM
OF THE INSTITUTE...

YOU COULD.

BUT
I'M NOT SURE
WHETHER OR NOT VLAD
REGISTERED YOU THERE
AS HIS EMPLOYEE
YE

I PRESUME
THE P.O. BOX OPTION
IS OUT OF THE QUESTION
TOO, THEN?

A P.O. BOX WOULD -=IF I HAD MONEY, OF COURSE...
REALLY SOLVE ALL

MY PROBLEMS.

PLEASE, SERGE,
LOAN ME SOME MONEY,
I'LL PAY YOU BACK ON MY

WEEE,
MY PACKAGE!
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I SAW SOME OF
HIS PAPERS...

AS FOR THE Y
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THEM.
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L
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OR THAT IT WAS A JOKE.

SENT TO: OH, COME ON...

DR.YLARIMIR STEIM WHO
WOULD GO THIS
FAR JUST FOR A
PRANK...?

/2

I CAN'T
SEND THIS ADDRESS
TO MY SISTER,

SHE'LL
\ THINK I'M MAKING
STUFF U

BECAUSE, HONESTLY...
IT DOES SOUND LIKE SOMEBODY MADE IT UP...

YEAH. !
FAIR POINT. WABE TG
WILL HELP YOUR
DILEMMA.

ELECTRICITY
BILL? YES. IT ARRIVED
TODAY.

READ THE
ADDRESS.

Vladimir Stein
Ol Fatal Accident St.
7010 Godknowswhere
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TOWARD His  AND YES.
I'VE BEEN FORTIES. HE IS STILL
MEANING TO ASK YOU SINGLE.
SOMETHING, BUT I HAVEN'T
HAD A CHANCE
SO FAR..

OH, BOY.

BUT WE
ARE ALL OPERATING
PROFESSIONALLY
HERE.

SO IF YOU
TRY ANYTHING FUNNY,
YOU WILL GET KICKED OUT
OF HERE IN AN INSTANT.

WORK AND
ROMANCE DON'T
MIX.

THAT'S HIS
POLICY.

THAT'S NOT
EVEN CLOSE TO
WHAT I WANTED

TO ASK.
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DO PEOPLE MORE
NORMALLY ASK YOU THAN YOU WOULD
THAT THINK...
QUESTION? ANYWAY

WHAT WAS YOUR
QUESTION?

T'LL NEED
THIS PLACE'S
ADDRESS. _ BECAUSE
THAT PAMPHLET
DIDN'T SAY WHERE
I WAS STAYING. ugr

THAT I WOULD
BE WORKING FOR
THE INSTITUTE.

SO I THOUGHT
I WOULD BE STAYING
IN DORMS ON CAMPUS,
OR SOMETHING...

B-BUT PLEASE,
COULD YOU KEEP IT
BETWEEN US! I WOULDN'T

WANT HIM TO THINK
THAT I...
LOOK,
ELLIOT.

I UNDERSTAND
THAT THIS WHOLE
PLACE IS NEW
TO YOU.

AND WORKING
IN A BASEMENT LAB
MAY SEEM SHADY AND
SUSPICIOUS.

BUT I
ASSURE YOU--  pyepyTHING

THAT HE DOES HERE
IS LEGAL AND ON TERMS
WITH THE SCIENCE
INSTITUTE.
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I DUNNO.

I ASSUMED
THAT ANYTHING MOLDY
OR SMELLY THAT IS NOT IN
A FLASK OF SOME SORT
IS PROBABLY
GARBAGE.

I STRAIGHTENED OUT
A FEW THINGS IN THERE
AND LOST TRACK
OF TIME.

WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

YOU ASSUMED
RIGHT.

TOOK
YOU LONG
ENOUGH.

THE FOOD
IS GETTING
COLD.

SO, UM--
QUESTION:

IS THE DOCTOR
GROWING MOLD IN
THESE CUPS ON PURPOSE,
OR WAS THERE COFFEE
IN HERE ONCE?
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ALSO,
I'D HATE TO BE “THAT PERSON,”
BUT DID YOU KNOW HE WAS ORDERING
TAKEOUT BEHIND YOUR
2?2
BACK?? HEH!

YEAH.

HE DOES
THAT FROM TIME
p TO TIME.

CHICKEN FEET EH...
BLARGH! DIPPED IN KETCHUF, WHAT CAN ~ DIFFERENT
FRIED AND THEN COVERED L SAY? PEOPLE--
REALLYZ WITH KETCHUP DIFFERENT
AGANN. TASTES.
SOUNDS...
DISGUSTING.

PERSONALLY,
I'M NOT A FAN, BUT THAT IS
BECAUSE I PREFER MY
OWN CUISINE.

AND MY OWN
SPICES.






