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N O T R E   D A M E
C A T H E D R A L .
good evening,
cardinal
richelieu!
you bring
armed 
men into
a house of 
god?
this is a place of 
sanctuary.
I'm
disappointed,
count
fitoussi.
insulted,
even. 
{sigh}
god helps
those who help 
themselves, 
your 
eminence. that's my 
philosophy.
your enemies
have a habit of 
disappearing 
off 
the face of the 
earth...
I'd have
thought a 
pious
man like you would 
be tucked up in bed 
with his 
bible 
and 
crucifix. 
it's 
rudely
late in the day
to demand a
meeting.









...so pardon 
me for bringing 
along a little 
protection and not
genuflecting 
before you.
uuurrgh!
ggnnhhh!
my
god...
hmph!
why is it
that those who 
mock 
god are
often the 
first
 to 
call on the name 
when they fear
for their
lives?
and you
should 
fear
for your
life.
for I
can 
see
your
sins.









no!
I...
how
do you
know...?
my dear count,
the 
cabinet noir 
knows 
everything. 
every little secret 
you hide away in
the dark is 
ours
to see.
if the king
were to learn of 
your treachery,
he'd have your
head.
PLEASE,
DON'T...
I have
gold, 
I 
could --
those
are 
not 
the
sort of riches
I desire.
there is,
however, one way
to ensure that this 
shameful information 
goes no further 
than you and I...
confess.
if you do
so, your crimes
will remain 
our 
secret. 
once I
absolve 
you, I 
cannot 
break the 
sanctity 
of the 
confessional.
you're the 
king's 
treasurer, 
fitoussi, 
and yet you've 
stolen 
from his 
majesty.
siphoned
off 
taxes 
that 
should have gone
to the crown to 
feed 
your own 
avarice.









gulp!
b-bless 
me, father,
for I have
sinned! it... 
it's been
a 
lifetime
since my last 
confession!
such
wickedness.
it's
enough
to bring a
tear 
to
my eye.
I have 
swindled 
the 
king, 
blackmailed 
noblemen to do my 
bidding!
I have 
lied
and 
cheated,
been 
unfaithful
on countless 
occasions, ordered 
the 
killing 
of
my enemies! I
have --









y-your
eminence...?
fear not, 
though.
I shall
save your
soul!









T H E   P A R I S   O P E R A .
my more discreet 
admirers say I've led 
a 
colorful 
life.
my detractors, of whom, 
I'm proud to say, I have many, 
accuse me of leading a 
bawdy, 
debauched, scandalous 
existence, most unbecoming
of a young lady.
bravo!
bravo!
formidable!
to them,
I say...
guilty as
charged.
who wants to die
of 
boredom?
la maupin 
-- c'est 
magnifique!









I was born 
julie 
d'aubigny 
in 1673.
my father was 
secretary to the 
count d'armagnac, 
king louis xiv's 
master of horse.
an accomplished 
swordsman, father 
trained the court 
pages at the palace of 
versailles in etiquette 
and combat.
from an early age, I 
dressed as a 
boy 
and
was educated alongside 
them, 
excelling, 
if I
say so myself, in the
art of 
fencing.
a love of 
fighting 
was not the 
only 
thing I had in
common with my 
fellow pupils...
brigitte, 
the object 
of my affections, 
was from a highly 
influential family. 
they wasted no time at 
all in sending her to a 
convent 
in 
avignon, 
where a coven of 
trout-faced nuns would 
'exorcise her demons'.
for 
'demons',
read 
'me'.
I was promptly 
married off to the 
supposedly eligible 
monsieur maupin, 
a 
dull-as-ditchwater 
diplomat, who received 
a promotion in return.
remind me, one of 
these days, I must
do him the courtesy 
of asking what his 
christian name 
is.









on our wedding night, I 
was at pains to point out 
that 
my 
interpretation of 
our vows -- 
love, honor 
and 
obeyance 
-- was 
radically different to the
rest of society's. 
hopeless
romantic
that I am...
...I rode to avignon 
that night and 
rescued brigitte 
from the convent...
...inadvertently 
causing a 
small
fire in the process.
sadly, in my
first introduction
to life's cruel
ironies, brigitte
had 
already 
been 
'saved'.
leaving me on
the run, charged
with 
kidnapping 
and 
arson. 
romance
was definitely 
dead 
after that...
well, for a
day or two...









his name was
seranne, 
a brigand 
and swordsman
from 
marseille.
he'd obviously 
intended to
rob 
me...
...but was 
handsome
and charming 
enough to
make me
forgive
him...
we toured the country, 
one step ahead of the 
authorities, making a
 living from 
singing 
in 
taverns and giving
fencing exhibitions at 
village fairs.
I've always 
loved 
singing, but it was 
the first time
I'd ever dared 
perform in public.
one night, a 
gentleman offered 
me his card, saying 
that I had one of
the most 
beautiful 
voices he'd heard and 
to look him up when 
next I was in paris.
gabriel-vincent 
thevenard,
 lead 
singer and director 
of the 
paris opera. 
returning to
paris and taking
to the stage was a 
tempting 
prospect.
although there
was a 
minor 
complication in the 
form of the criminal 
charges I faced...
...though not to 
make me 
trust 
him 
any further than I 
could 
throw 
him.









a problem
that fortunately 
resolved itself when 
seranne -- 
jealous 
of the attention I 
was receiving -- tried 
to run off with the 
money we'd acquired 
on our travels.
he'd always wondered 
which of us was
better 
with a sword.
I was 
never
in any doubt.
it transpired that 
seranne's crimes 
were more extensive 
than he'd claimed, 
including several 
counts of 
murder.
apprehending such a 
dangerous fugitive was 
an act of 
courage
 and 
a 
great service
 to 
france, exclaimed 
thevenard...
...and petitioned king louis
to grant me a 
pardon 
that 
would ensure my freedom 
and allow me to join his 
operatic company.
our opera-loving 
king 
duly obliged
 -- 
on the condition that 
I promised to behave 
like a 
lady
 and stay 
out of 
trouble.









appearing as
the rebellious
saracen princess
clorinde
 in tancrede,
a role specially
written for me...
and that's what
I'm doing...
...and staying 
out
of trouble.
which is
why I need
champagne
to quench my
thirst.
can't have
me going on
stage all 
hoarse
and 
croaky 
now,
can we?
oh
, and
normally, we
only have an
after-show party
on the 
first
night.
this is the
sixteenth!
you'll 
bankrupt
the company!
nonsense
,
gabriel, you'll
make a 
fortune
.
every show has
been sold out,
standing room
only. 
I 
always
draw a
crowd.
yes, though
not always
for the right
reasons.
mademoiselle
maupin?
a 
disgrace
to society. the
only stage she
should be on is the
gallows--
CHTINK
julie,
please! 
you
have 
two
performances
tomorrow.
exactly!
more
champagne
,
please!









--for
crimes
against
opera!
she's
undeniably
easy on the eye,
but her voice
is 
undisciplined
.
a 
stuck pig
squeals more
sweetly.
julie, 
no!
 it's 
henri leroux
,
theatre critic of
la gazette!
I'm sure
I don't know
what you're
talking
about...
soprano,
mademoiselle? 
here, let
me help you
reach the 
high
notes.
after all,
I hear you're
quite a talented
soprano 
in your
own right.
no?
that's how
you deal with critics,
gabriel. if they hit
you with a 
bad 
review,
bludgeon 
them with
a heavier one.
ladylike!
ladylike,
julie. you
promised
,
remember? 
monsieur
leroux?
pardon me
for interrupting,
but I couldn't help
overhearing your 
insult
, although
perhaps I shouldn't
be 
too
offended...









what
about 
you, 
sir?
if I remember
correctly...
so, does
anyone else
wish to engage
in some 
witty 
repartee
about my
singing?
...your
posterior
remained 
firmly
planted in your
seat during the
audience's
standing
ovation.
sorry, 
what
was that? can't
hear a
 word
 when 
these things are
cranked up to
eleven.
just popped
them in to try
and drown out that
caterwauling
cacophony
 in the
opera house. did
you hear it?
a young lady
with a voice like
fingernails 
on a
blackboard mixed
with 
screeching cats
on a hot tin roof. I'm 
surprised the windows 
didn't 
shatter.
come to
think of it,
she looked a
bit like you.
actually,
she looked a
lot
 like you. the
resemblance
is uncanny...









you 
are
her!
wait!
don't tell
me...
earlier
versions of me
might disagree,
but opera's
just not my
thing.
perhaps
you'd find
the clash of
steel 
more
soothing?
no offence.
I only popped
in to avoid some
ne'er-do-wells. 
think I saw
them at the
roundhouse,
camden
, 19--
clash
of steel?
punk
 band,
weren't
they?
perhaps
that's
because --
a woman
must
defend her
honor
.
I demand
satisfaction
for the gross
insult with which
you slurred my
reputation. 
no, sir,
I mean the
sound of 
blades
crashing
against each 
other!
it's all
tubby men and
women in dodgy
viking costumes 
yodelling 
at
each other, if
you ask me.









how
about a duel of
wits 
instead? I’m
always up for
one of them.
of course
you should!
quite right!
hear, hear!
here you
are.
borrow
mine
.
be my
guest.
it's not
saturday night
without a
swordfight.
I know
they're all
the rage these
days, but I'm not
even carrying
one.
look!
most kind.
very
thoughtful
of you.
thanks.
but,
swords?
doctor?
oh, 
good
.
then I don't
have to feel
guilty
about 
hurting you. you can 
heal yourself
afterwards. 
most
people call me
the doctor.
not that 
I expect you
to last long, but
I think it's only
polite 
to ask
the 
names 
of my
opponents...









who?
you handle
a blade with
more 
panache
than I expected,
doctor.
oh, I've
crossed
swords
with the
best.
no one
you'd know. all
after 
your time.
some even from
other --
ha-ha!
what
the...?









pardon me
for interrupting
so 
rudely
...
feel free
to resist --
my men haven't
killed 
anyone
today. 
yet.
...but the 
red
guard
 is the law
in this 
cesspit 
of
a city, and I favor
the 
iron fist
over the 
velvet
glove.
dueling
is strictly
forbidden 
in paris,
by order of the king.
and 
this 
man is wanted
for questioning by
the cardinal
himself.









it won't
look so pretty
stuck on a 
spike
on the city
walls.
do you
take me for
a 
fool
, old
man?
if you want
my head, captain,
you'll have
to take it
yourself.
your
sword-wielding
songstress
has been warned
before. this
time, it's the
guillotine
for her.
a 
pleasure,
mademoiselle.
please, 
captain
verlock
, it wasn't
a 
real 
duel! julie
was treating us
to a harmless
exhibition
of fencing
skills.
the man you
seek insulted
the king. she was
humiliating him
to protect his
majesty's good
name.









now, it'll
consume
you all.
you've
done it,
now.
set the
darkness
free.









they're --
-- gone!?
they're
trapped!
chop-chop!
what did
you 
do 
to
them?
fools!
the
alley's
a 
dead
end!
y'know,
a little run
might be good
for our health
about now.
 “before you say
anything, yes...”
quick,
this way!
a concentrated
blast of 
sonic-energy
,
but it won't delay
them for long.









denmark?
we're in
france.
though I'm
not surprised
you can smell
over 
borders
with a nose
like that. 
I was scared
you were going to
stab 
me with it
during our duel.
{sigh}
it's going
to be a long
night, isn't it,
old girl?
hey!
who are
you calling
old?
...it's 
bigger
on the 
inside
than it is on
the 
outside
.
I just had a
conversation with
a man I 
stabbed
through the
heart.
don't think
you can impress
me with some
cheap 
parlor
trick in an old
cabinet
.
richelieu?
...this is 
1695
.
cardinal richelieu
died 
over fifty
years ago.
if only!
since the king
shifted his court
to the palace of
versailles, richelieu
and the red guard
run paris like
a private
fiefdom.
good 
acoustics
, though. I
 might need a new 
auditorium
to perform in, because
it's doubtful I'll ever
sing in this town
again.      
we've made
ourselves a
dangerous
enemy 
in
cardinal
richelieu.
as an
old friend
once said,
there's
something
rotten 
in
the state of
denmark.









the stars
are in alignment. the 
revolution, nay, the 
revelation 
we have 
worked towards is 
imminent. 
and you
dare 
to
fail me!? 
I should
drain 
you,
verlock, return
your humanity so 
that you can die
with the rest of
this pathetic
race.
please...
the 
stranger...
he possessed 
extraterrestrial 
technology, a 
sonic 
weapon of 
some kind. and a 
teleporter!   
he 
vanished
almost before
our eyes!
which is
why you should
have brought
him to
 me. 
we need to
know if he is an
agent of another 
power, or merely 
some hapless 
traveler. 
either
way, he must
die. 
“you 
failed 
me.” 









the king
pardoned her
last year for 
duelling and 
burning down a 
monastery.
the
stranger shows
poor judgment
if he takes julie 
d'aubigny for a 
companion. with 
friends like
that... 
their
alliance may be 
short-lived,
your eminence. 
they were engaged
in a duel when
I confronted
them. 
the lives
of 
all 
my
enemies are 
short-lived,
verlock.
awaken, my 
creatures. 
you have
prey 
to hunt
before the
sun rises.  
you say this 
stranger had a 
companion?
julie d'aubigny!
she performs at
the paris opera as 
mademoiselle 
maupin. 
against
my advice. the
power of a
monarch abated
by a pretty face. 
pathetic!  
these are
hers?
appropriated
from her dressing 
room at the opera. 
ripe 
with 
dna.
 we'll 
be able to 
track 
her. 









err, 
I
wouldn't do
that 
if I
were you...
really?
you're welcome 
to try and--
--
stop
me...
told you,
the 
'cabinet'
is between
stops. 
sorcery!
science,
actually.
though
I like to think I 
sprinkle 
a little 
magic 
wherever
I go...
anyway,
stop distracting
me. there are 
plots 
afoot and it would
be nice if we could 
maybe suss out
what they are. 
starting
with an
analysis
of 
this. 
demon's
blood!
hmm.
 I
scraped it off
your sword
after I rocked
his world with
the sonic. 
thought so. 
sentient dark 
matter. 
what?
structurally,
27% of the universe
is composed of 
dark 
matter, 
normally only 
detectable from its
gravitational effects.
you can't see it or
touch it... 









...but in this
case, some
sort of 
super-
symmetrical 
symbiosis 
seems
to have been 
engineered
with 
human
dna. 
I say
again... 
what?!
okay,
to keep it
simple... 
sorcery. 
thank
you, that's
what I
said. 
a
specter 
of
fear, violence, 
and persecution 
hovering over
paris. 
coming
from someone
whose idea of an 
introduction is
a sword-fight,
that's praise
indeed. 
don't think
that disagreement's 
been settled yet. we 
still have unfinished 
business, doctor. 
land?
according to
history as I
know it, 
cardinal 
richelieu, 
the 
red eminence,
chief minister to 
louis xiii, died
in
 1642.
yet you claim
he's still
alive. 
be still
my beating
hearts. 
brace yourself,
we're about to
land. makes some 
people 
queasy 
the first time.   









the
library. 
the
bibliotheque 
mazarine 
to
be exact. 
when I'm
an 
old maid
 in
my bed, I'll take
up reading. 
surely
you're familiar 
with it, living
in paris?
for now,
I'll stick with 
sword-fighting, 
singing and 
carousing. 
when
you say
it like
that
--
“where are you
taking
 me?” 
to a place of 
wit 
and 
wonder 
and infinite 
possibilities. 
to a
phantasmagoria
of knowledge
and adventure, 
philosophical debate 
and scientific 
discovery. 
to the
greatest place
on any world in
any galaxy. 
halt! you
scoundrels! 
one move
and I'll fire,
as god is my
witness. 









I'm bishop
mazarin, curator
of this institution,
by order of the king, 
and I'll defend it
with my life. 
you don't
look like the usual 
street thieves or 
vagabonds. who are 
you? spanish agents? 
traitors working
for some foreign 
power?
tut-tut-
tut! 
I know I'm
light on the 
regulation 
wings,
and fashion dictates
that flowing white
robes just aren't 
practical...
a-angelic?
psychic
paper. 
it induces
people to see 
whatever you
want them to
see, especially
if you drop a
few hints.    
our father, 
who art in
heaven...
I was
going 
to check
the shelves for 
contemporary 
accounts that might 
give us some clues 
why history has
shot off on a 
tangent... 
but we
may as well
get it from
the
 horse’s
mouth,
 so
to speak.  
but after
all these years
of worship, I'm 
amazed you don't 
recognize an 
angelic 
intervention. 
forgive
 me, sire,
I'm an 
unworthy 
servant.
you mean, he
thinks you're
an--
?
that is
wicked 
sorcery, 
doctor. you
wouldn't have 
another I could 
borrow? 









I’m here 
following up 
on reports that 
you and cardinal
richelieu have
turned against
the one true
god. 
confess
your 
sins,
wretch! or I
shall get
vengeful 
and
smite you with 
lightning
bolts!
I could
get used to
this, you
know. 
delusions
of grandeur.
it was
not always
this way,
sire. 
when I
first arrived in
paris in 1636, to
serve under cardinal 
richelieu, his eminence 
was still the lord’s 
most humble and 
loyal servant.  
“he was 
devout 
in his 
beliefs and 
zealous
in the pursuit and 
punishment of those 
he deemed enemies of 
church and state... 
“alchemists, 
brigands,
corrupt nobles, 
philosophers, 
revolutionaries, 
spies.
“he created an infallible 
intelligence network, 
the 
cabinet noir, 
that 
intercepted all suspicious 
correspondence. 
“there wasn't a 
letter opened in 
paris that the 
cardinal hadn't
read 
first.
” 









a 
black
library. 
his eminence
was my 
hero, 
a 
champion of god, 
until he fell ill,
his body failing
with age. 
“alchemist's spell-books, 
seditious, pamphlets and 
treasonable letters were 
all confiscated, their 
author's 
executed.  
“the cardinal ordered me 
to build a great library for 
paris, with 
secret 
vaults 
to house all the forbidden 
texts he'd collected.  
“he raged against the 
weakness of his body,
said that the work of
god was not yet done. 
“he ordered me to
fetch books from
the black library--
“-- volumes
of 
alchemy,
necromancy --
“-- and began experimenting 
with the very magic that he 
had sought to eradicate.” 









“he opened a doorway into
a realm of 
horrors 
so 
unspeakable 
that, to this 
very day, I don't possess 
the words to describe it. 
“I 
screamed
and 
prayed
and 
pleaded... 
“the cardinal opened his 
arms in 
welcome.
“it was as if he'd shrugged 
off the hand of god, and 
now threw himself into
the 
clutches 
of 
satan.”   
“stygian darkness,
sounds like flesh being 
torn 
from bones, a 
roar that sounded like a 
cry of 
freedom 
and a 
death knell 
for the 
world as we know it.  
“if I'd ever truly imagined 
hell, 
this was it.  









I've 
failed
the lord, 
betrayed 
everything I believed 
in, because I was too 
weak, too 
scared
to fight back. 
tell me,
what should
my 
penance
be?
to join
the side of 
the 
angels
again. 
for
starters, you
can show us this 
black library, and 
then tell us more 
about richelieu's 
plans. 
here, the
keys!
when the
stars align, the 
cardinal plans to 
plunge france,
the 
world 
into 
darkness by
opening another 
portal, one
that--
“in the decades since, I've 
been his 
fearful 
servant, 
curating the black library 
and aiding in his eminence's 
cruel machinations.
“I have grown 
old 
and 
broken,
 while he hasn't 
aged a day, the 
evil
within him is 
undying.
”  









why so
surprised?
if you
peer into
darkness 
--
-- surely
you must
be prepared 
for it to
consume
you...









gargoyles?!
worse.
garrulous
gargoyles.
try saying
that
 after a couple
of 
pan-galactic
gargoyle-
blasters.
if you don’t
mind, I’ll handle
these negotiations.
something tells me
you’d only--
if you
want
 me,
monster,
come and
get
 me! 
I’m not some
wizened
 old man
-- I’ll 
strangle 
you
with your own
tail!
--antagonize
them...
you,
 on the
other hand, are
of 
no
 consequence,
songstress.
best we
kill 
you
now.
our master wishes
to have words with
you, stranger.
you would
be wise to accept
this most gracious
of invitations.









don’t
have
to...
doctor,
do the
 ‘boom’
thing again.
it’s not
quite as
simple
as that.
different
problems sometimes
require diffferent
solutions.
then don’t
just 
stand
there.
run!
uh-
oh!
uh-
oh!
ha
ha
ha!
ha
ha
ha!
wise of you
not to heed your
companion’s
advice.
you
cannot
out-run
us.









not when
I can 
out-
think
you!
I beg
to differ.
I’m just
warming up
for my
encore.
no!
fight all you
want, mademoiselle,
but your neck will
snap
 as easily as
the traitor
mazarin’s.
your
performance
ends
tonight.









doctor,
they’re not
flesh and
blood!
they’re
iron
 and
steel
...
clockwork
monsters!
automatons.
nicely put,
but slightly more
sophisticated
than that.
cleverly
fashioned in the
form of gargoyles
to tap into the
superstitious fears
of the populace
at large.
if you
fire upon us,
then we must
rain
 fire 
upon
you in return...









all
aboard!
next
stop --
the black
library!
wouldn’t
we be safer
back in your
traveling
cabinet?
here we go.
if there’s one thing
I love more than 
a library, it’s a
secret 
library.
in fact,
I’m a sucker
for a secret
anything.
speak for
yourself.
some things
are more
important
than our
lives.
of course we would, but don’t
you want to learn what the
cardinal’s plans are?









with
respect,
doctor, we don’t
have time for
this.
the gargoyles
are after us and
this door won’t
hold them.
don’t
tell me
about 
time,
please.
time and me
are like that --
old friends, best
of buddies, in
each other’s
pockets.
oh, please!
medieval mumbo-
jumbo! what solar
system is that
meant to be?
doctor,
please.
doctor!
ah-ha!
this is more
like it.
this makes
a certain
sinister
sense.
we don’t have to examine
every
thing, not when
we have powers of
deduction.
mazarin said,
“when the stars
are in alignment,”
so let’s start with
astrological
charts.
...









what?
oh, 
them
again.
so, you
can 
‘boom’
them?
no, but
you
 can.
the sonic
can’t quite
manage the
necessary levels
of discordant
destruction.
but it
can act as
an 
amplifier
 for
your voice, which
should do the
trick.
make like
you’re 
elvis 
in
memphis and sing
your little
heart out.
what’s an
‘elvis’?
just
sing!
don’t
worry, I analyzed
their cybernetic structure
when they first attacked.
I know their 
weaknesses
 now.









forget
everything I said
about your singing.
from now on, I’m
your
 number
one fan.
what did
the charts
tell you?
that
was a
pretty big
‘aha!’
an astrological
prediction: in two
days’ time, the 
stars will fall into 
alignment and the 
sun will be 
hidden
by the moon.
what
happens
then?
I don’t
know. everything
goes dark?
exactly!









dispatches
from the front,
sire.
all in
good time,
general.
rather
busy 
at the
moment.
but sire,
the 
grand alliance
is besieging the city 
of 
namur.
our forces
are 
trapped
-- 
six weeks of
supplies
at best.
six weeks?
more than
enough time for
me to finish
my game.
my move,
I believe?
your
majesty!
oh,
what
now?
THE PALACE OF 
VERSAILLES.
your
majesty,
it’s me, 
julie
d’aubigny.
there are plots









oh,
yes.
didn’t
we 
execute
you?
uh, no, sire,
you 
pardoned
me. this is my
friend, the
doctor.
your life
is in 
grav
e danger.
we have evidence of
a 
plot
 against
you.
hmm.
exactly
what 
I 
was
about to
say.
let’s
speak inside.
more
privacy.
sire, you have
to cancel this
celebration of 
the sun king
 that 
richelieu has arranged 
for tomorrow, and 
order the cardinal’s 
immediate
arrest.
NONSENSE
,
DEAR girl...
THE HALL OF
MIRRORS
a list of chess moves
that effortlessly
wins the game...
there are plots
galore
 against me,
girl. if you don’t
mind, I have a
game to...
the exact details are
hard to explain, but 
richelieu is an agent 
of an 
enemy
power.
he plans to seize 
control of france, 
maybe even to 
assassinate
you.









his eminence
has no reason
to harm me.
we 
already
see eye to
eye.
the
looks
on your
faces.
priceless!
the only
deaths here that
could possibly
benefit me are
yours.
we are 
the
darkness.
you would
do well to
fear
 us.









woo-
hoo-ha-ha-
hah!
“we are
the darkness!
you would do
well to fear
us!” 
well, sorry
to burst that 
delusional
bubble, but we
don't.  
we
don't?
you can
 dress it up like 
sorcery 
and build 
robo
-gargoyles
to spook the 
superstitious 
population of
1695...  
...but you're
just another alien 
entity driven by 
base 
instincts -- a lust for 
power, 
a desire to 
subjugate 
those 
you 
think 
are 
weaker than
you... 
what
does that
make 
you,
doctor?
you are
not 
of this
world... 









I'm a 
time
lord 
from the 
planet 
gallifrey, 
in 
the constellation of 
kasterborous. 
and I don't
like bullies or 
tyrants, no matter 
what
 size, shape,
or form they
come in. 
time lords!
we have seen your 
race, sitting in 
superior 
judgment 
over the rest of
the universe. 
do not
seek to judge
the darkness. you
know nothing of
our existence.
without the 
darkness, your 
universe would
fall, 
shatter
as easily as the 
glass in these 
mirrors.  
dark
matter is the 
glue 
that holds 
reality together, 
the 
blood 
of
the universe. 
but you do
 not 
deserve
it. you do not 
treasure 
the 
existence you
have. 
you
peer into the
blackness of
space and see 
nothing. 
the
darkness peers
back and sees 
you 
-- 
an infinite number of
races and worlds,
all 
bathed 
in
light. 
you take
it for granted, 
destroy 
it
with your 
wars 
and 
greed
and 
petty
emotions.  









when 
this 
one attempted
to break down the 
barriers between
life and death, he 
opened portals 
beyond his 
understanding. 
a bridge
between light
and darkness. 
a bridge
you crossed, but
not 
peacefully.
you 
attacked
, 
destroyed lives 
instead of
respecting
them. 
it didn't
have to be like
that. we could
have 
learned
from each
other.   
why
educate
 when we can 
eradicate? 
you'll 
understand our 
position when you 
become
 one of
us, doctor.   
AAARRGH!
doctor!









n-n-no... 
UUUNNGH!
alright
doctor, what
do we do 
now?
well, when
I find myself
in times of 
trouble... 
...I sometimes
think there's
nothing better
than a 
song
to raise the
spirits.  
a
very 
loud
song.


















and
now, we
run!
I thought
you said you
weren't 
scared
of them? 
I'm
not... 
I'm
absolutely
terrified! 
I'd be 
flabbergasted
if I wasn't! 
stop
them! 
they
tried to
kill the
king!
but, it's all
right to be
scared, fear's
good, 
it's
natural.
gives
you a 
boost,
makes you think 
faster, 
lets you 
know you're
alive. 
so does
happiness! 
I know
which one I 
prefer. 
uh,
doctor? 
they're
shooting
at us! 
usually
happens
sooner or
later. 
now, where
did I park
the 
tardis? 
I
can sense the
old girl's
nearby... 









there! 
in 
the king's
maze! 
of
course! 
very
clever. good 
place to hide 
something,
a maze. 
okay, 
this 
way. or is it 
that 
way? no, 
definitely 
this way. 
assuming,
of course, that
you can 
find
it again. 
either
way, julie,
stay close
to me.  
don't worry,
doctor... 
I'm right
behind --
doctor?









doctor!
doctor?
doctor!
lost your 
way, 
mademoiselle? 
please, 
let me be of 
assistance... 









I 
am
part of it,
gabriel.
I'm the
opening
act.
“it's 
amazing!
“the 
whole
 of paris 
has come out to
play, more because
of the free 
wine 
the 
cardinal has supplied 
than in honor of the 
king, I suspect. 
“
{sigh}
 if only you 
could 
see
 it. 
“you'd be the life and 
soul of the party.”
P A R I S .  
T H E   B A S T I L L E   P R I S O N .  
I didn't want to
say anything, but 
before your 
latest 
escapade, I was 
negotiating for you 
to play a major part 
in the festivities, to 
perform before
the king. 









the eclipse
will begin shortly. 
and darkness will 
fall.
still no
sign of the
time lord and
his infernal
machine?
despite his
bravado,
 I'd wager 
he's seen the error 
of his ways and 
transported himself 
to happier and
safer times. 
perhaps. 
fetch his
companion while
 we still have 
daylight... 
this is
the 
doctor's
fault, damn
him! 
if
he--
don't 
blame the
doctor. 
he took
me on an
adventure I
wouldn't have
missed for
the world... 
mademoiselle 
maupin...
it's
time. 
... although
I can think of
a few better 
endings. 
“the stars
are almost in 
alignment.”
“she shall pay
the price for
his 
meddling.
”
no one
 believes the 
charges laid against 
you. 
treason? 
ridiculous! 
since 
when did you care 
about politics? 
I've tried
everything to
free you -- 
bribed, 
begged, cajoled 
-- 
but it's hopeless.
the cardinal's too 
powerful!  









fools! 
even now 
they 
cheer
her. 
they'll
cheer all the
louder
 when her 
head's on the
block. 
nothing
gets a party
started like an 
execution. 
typical. 
the
biggest crowd
of my career
and it's for my 
execution. 









citizens
of paris! 
we are
gathered here
today to celebrate 
the rule of the 
sun 
king, king louis 
xiv, 
the 
greatest 
monarch
 the
world has ever 
known. 
for 
fifty
years, france has 
basked in his glory. 
what 
better
 way to 
show our love and 
loyalty than by 
executing 
one of
his enemies? 
executioner,
do your duty...
aren't
you a little
weedy 
to be an 
executioner?









weedy? 
cheek! 
I prefer
slim 
and 
svelte 
myself. 
doctor!
aaarrgh!
au contraire, 
mademoiselle...
I'd say I've 
executed 
this 
rescue with
perfect
timing. 
no pun
intended.
the
sun's being
snuffed
out! 
sorcery!
witchcraft!
-- but haven't you
just succeeded in 
getting us 
both 
killed now?
I
appreciate
the thought, 
truly
 I do--









HA-HA-HA-
HA-HA! 
darkness
is
 rising,
verlock! 
darkness
is rising. 
feeling nice and 
rested
 now? 
while you were 
chilling out in prison, 
some of us had quite 
a bit of 
work 
to do 
today. 
the bastille's
hardly the height
of 
luxury, 
doctor, 
and I 
was
 staring 
death in the face. 
still
am 
by the
looks of
things. 
on the 
plus 
side, 
think how much 
scarier it would be if 
you could actually 
see 
what was 
happening. 
here, a 
swashbuckling 
captain 
I once
knew left 
this 
on
the tardis. you're his 
kind 
of person, so 
he won't mind you 
borrowing it.  









n - n o !  
h e l p !   a a a i i i e e e e e !
a a a i i i e e e e e !
n - n o !  
h e l p !   a a a i i i e e e e e !
a a a i i i e e e e e !
hurry!
we have to 
reach richelieu,
the eclipse is
already in its 
totality! 
the next
few minutes
are 
vital!   









couldn't
we have used
your traveling 
cabinet?
tardis!
she's a
tardis!
and she
has rather more 
important
 things 
to do right now
than act as your 
personal coach
and horses.   
richelieu,
or rather the 
creature 
within him, 
used the king's 50
th 
anniversary as a 
pretext to gather
as many potential 
victims to paris
as possible. 
by opening
dark matter 
portals 
within the 
darkness of the 
eclipse, he can 
possess the
 entire 
population
 of
the city.   
doctor! 
wouldn't
have missed it
for the 
world, 
cardinal. 
the world
is 
ours 
now,
doctor. 
the darkness
is flooding in. the 
lights of humanity 
are 
fading.  
and you 
shall be
next,
 time
lord!
uuunngh!
lovely
of you to
join us...









you've
entertained
us 
enough, 
mademoiselle. 
now, it's
time for you
to hear 
my
song...
no!
you seem
very 
keen
 to
retrieve this,
doctor. 
surely all
your plans don't 
hinge on such
 a... 
toy? 









why, I 
could snap
it like a 
twig... 
then
where would 
you be? 
AAAGH-KKK!
and the
doctor 
said,
let there be
light! 
what?!
if my father taught 
me 
one thing
, it was 
to never... 
never,
ever, ever...  
...throw away
your 
blade
 in a 
sword-fight.
I now officially
have 
no more
rules to break.


















aaaiiieeeee!
what...? 
a--a
shadow
lifts from
my mind... 
what
have you
done,
 time
lord? 
simple. 
if you 
plunge the word
into darkness,
it's only fair that
 I 
brighten
it up...









... with
one of the
brightest
 light 
sources in the 
universe -- 
the 
saberhagan 
quasar. 
I programmed
the tardis to open
a 
time tunnel 
between earth and 
the quasar... 
...and then
generate an energy 
shield that 
filters 
out
 radiation harmful 
to those who exist
 in the 
visible 
spectrum...
...but 
not
dark matter 
creatures like 
yourselves. 









I
wonder... 
where
shall I get
you to take
me 
first? 
aren't you 
forgetting 
something? 
the king
just gave you a 
generous reward,
a full pardon --
again 
-- and wants 
you to sing for
him tomorrow
night. 
oh,
that
 can
wait. 
and if your
cabinet really 
can 
travel in time, we can 
embark on a grand 
tour for a 
year
 and 
still be back before 
I have to sing.  
hah! 
you seriously
think I'd consider 
you 
as a traveling 
companion?
oh, I wouldn't
be 
your
 companion, 
doctor. you'd be 
mine. 
well, more of
 a coachman or
a butler. 
butler?!
you should
be 
honored
I'm considering
you for the 
position. 
well,
there's only
one 
thing you
can say to a 
kind offer
like that...
unless, of
course, you'd
rather continue
our 
duel? 
you're
hopelessly out-
matched, though. 
you'd just be 
embarrassing 
yourself...
en
garde!
THE END?
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steady on, 
metal mickey. 
we're 
inferior? you 
must be mistaking 
us for someone 
else.
I'm the 
quantum 
hurricane,
 the 
blazing supernova,
a 
chrononaut 
from 
the planet 
galahad 
in the system of 
karaktakus.
I'm the 
time 
surgeon. 
and this 
is my assistant, 
nurse kara.
my
diagnosis: 
you're running 
out of time. 
ticktock, 
ticktock...
The Time Surgeon in 
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DEATHROIDS!"
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do not seek to 
confuse us with your 
elliptical wordplay, 
surgeon.
we repeat: 
you are 
inferior.
you must 
be
 eradicated.
eradicate! 
eradicate! 
eradicate!
we're not 
so 
easily 
eradicated, 
bucket-
head!
not 
when we have 
chrono-shields 
that can send your 
plasma-blasts 
harmlessly back in 
time to before this 
planet was even 
formed.
sonic-
scalpel 
please, 
nurse kara.
surgery is 
in session!









for 
someone who's 
always banging on 
about how much he 
believes in universal 
peace...
...you don't
half leave an 
epic 
trail of 
destruction 
everywhere 
you go.
I'm almost
jealous. 
that's 
supposed to be my 
speciality.
the
minister!
and an
army 
of 
deathroids! 
together!
an 
unholy 
alliance!
well, you 
have 
your 
assistants, 
and I have 
mine.
say 
it 
loud 
and say it 
proud, 
my 
android 
allies...
eradicate! 
eradicate! 
eradicate!
eradicate!
“pull back 
to show the minister, 
laughing maniacally, the 
deathroids, thousands 
upon thousands of 
them, stretching back 
into the distance as far 
as we can see, their 
guns blazing.”
oh, 
please!









gimme a break! 
thousands 
upon 
thousands 
of 
deathroids? easy
for you to
write!
how am
I meant to fit all 
that into the last 
panel of a 5-panel 
page?
reverses the 
polarity 
of...?
did that 
last 
issue. presses the 
self-destruct 
button and...? 
nah,
no self-respecting 
villain builds stuff 
to self-
destruct.
runs
off in the 
time-cabinet 
and leaves 
them all to 
die?
okay, how 
does he get 
out of this 
one?
- fit all that into 
the last panel of a 
5-panel page???!!!
How about you 
draw them all in 
silhouette? Or 
just splash black 
ink everywhere.

Says the king of 
decompression! 
how many silent 
panels or splash 
pages can you 
“write” to save 
yourself doing too 
much work?


like you always 
do when you're 
cutting corners.

Write something worth drawing 
then, Shakespeare! How does 
this one end? By reversing the 
polarity of the thingumajig?

Decompression's a legitimate 
storytelling technique. I'm the writer. 
You're the artist. Just blimmin’ draw it!










do you 
really 
think 
you need 
another 
one?
it's my 
‘convention 
buzz’.
I'll need
another 
ten 
if I 
have to sit through 
any more of these 
interminable panels. 
same old, same
old... 
remember
that 
hairy 
guy with 
the pyjama shorts 
who wanted you to 
sign his 
thigh
tattoo?
B I G   T I M E
C O M I C   C O N V E N T I O N ,
B I R M I N G H A M ,   U . K .
B I G   T I M E
C O M I C   C O N V E N T I O N ,
B I R M I N G H A M ,   U . K .
okay, 
granted, 
that 
was a bit weird
,
but most of 
them are 
sweet.
don't
knock them, 
they're our 
fans. 
some of them 
have traveled a 
long
 way to see 
us. we have 
to--









panel time
 -- you 
had queues all along 
the corridor.
want to
follow me?
maybe
you could cut 
back on the 
smart-aleck 
comments a little 
when we're on 
stage, huh?
it wouldn't 
hurt you to at 
least 
try 
and 
be 
nice 
to the 
fans.
I 
am
nice! 
I 
could 
tell them to 
go and get a 
life.
 I mean, 
it's only a 
comic!
well, then,
maybe 
we
 could try 
and be 
nicer 
to one 
another, then.
think we 
could do 
that?
uh,
I... I...
I'm 
going to 
the 
loo.
last time
I waited 'til after a 
panel, I had a queue 
of 
cardboard 
deathroids
 waiting 
for me outside the 
cubicle...
oi! 
don't
walk away from me, 
shakespeare!
what's going 
on 
here? we share
a flat, 
but communicate by 
text 
half the 
time.
we used to 
love 
doing the 
time surgeon
together. we --
whoa,
the 
ladies' 
loos aren't 
anywhere near 
as 
posh 
as 
this...
we're not
in 
kansas 
anymore, 
toto.
this 
isn't 
the 
gents' 
toilet...









no, 
you're 
in the 
tardis. 
in case you're 
wondering, that 
stands for 
time and 
relative dimension 
in space.
who?
well, I'm not
the 
dandified, 
one-dimensional 
dunderhead
 in this 
rip-off 
rubbish, 
that's for sure!
I'm the
gathering 
storm,
the bringer of 
darkness,
 a 
time 
lord
 from the 
planet 
gallifrey 
in 
the system of 
kasterborous.
I'm
 the
doctor.
I'm here
to show you what 
adventures in time 
and space are 
really 
like.
and, believe
me, truth is 
always 
stranger than 
fiction.









don't just 
stand there, 
come in. 
the 
doctor?
the man in the 
blue box? 
you 
can't 
be.
he's not real, 
an urban 
myth...
oh, I'm as 
real 
as 
real 
can be. 
nothing
mythic about me, 
though I am a bit of 
a 
legend 
in some 
circles. 
the 
gents'?
what did you do 
with the gents' 
toilets?
plopped a 
time 
bubble over 
them, shifted them 
into the vortex, 
landed the tardis in 
the same space and 
phased the doors 
together during 
materialization. 
simple,
really. 
but, how
did you know we'd 
be coming in when 
we did? 
because
I 
don't 
make 
a habit of 
hanging about 
men's loos. 
I 
watched
you. 
I went 
back in time to 
see what you 
were up to, then 
popped in to 
say 
hello.
you 
watched 
us? 
that sounds 
more like 
stalking... 
anyway, 
nice to meet 
you, but we 
must be 
off 
now.  
yes,
 can't
keep our fans 
waiting. 









whoa!
here we 
are: the late 
jurassic 
era, or -- 
as you humans 
melodramatically 
prefer it -- 
when 
dinosaurs ruled 
the earth. 
cosy,
 eh?
thought it 
would be best 
to start at the 
beginning.
this is isn't 
happening. 
someone's 
kidnapped 
us and 
forced us to wear 
virtual reality 
headsets.
chop-chop! 
we're on a 
whirlwind 
tour 
of 
prehistory 
here.
every time 
you send that 
idiotic 
surgeon of 
yours to this 
time zone--
--he's nearly
eaten 
by raptors
or 
clobbered 
by 
evolutionarily 
impossible cavemen in 
fetching furry 
underpants.
even though
it's 
impossible
 for 
them to have existed 
in the same time 
period. 
hey,
artistic
licence!
even
michelangelo 
wasn't 
that
artistic! 
I'm opening
you up to a whole 
host of new story- 
telling possibilities -- 
sights, smells, 
sounds. 
you don't
always have to 
resort to--









-- cheap
thrills --
doctor,
what...?
tyrannosaurus 
rex.
rraahhrr! 
mroowrrr! 
gruuunch!
rrooaarrrrr!
nothing
to 
worry
about.
I wouldn't
claim to be an
expert, 
but I'm 
fluent in most 
dinosaur 
dialects...









“a pleasure
to meet you 
too, old chap. 
and even more 
of a pleasure 
to 
eat 
you.”
uh,
 he 
said...
run!









whoops!
bear
with me for a
millisecond, the
keys are here 
somewhere...
bear with
you?
I'm more
concerned about
the man-eating 
dinosaur that's 
bearing down
on 
us!
stay 
behind me,
val!
don't be
ridiculous!
how much
time do you think
it'll take him to 
munch 
a 
morsel 
like you? 
I'll
distract him,
buy you enough
time to get
away...









bingo!
ahh,
nothing like a 
dawn of history 
run to get 
the 
hearts 
beating
faster.
just
the thing to 
set you up for 
an adventure.
what was
that all about? 
“don't worry, val, 
I'll save you.”
yeah, right, way to 
go, sonny.
time
surgeon #24's
 due 
at the printer's on 
thursday. being 
dead 
isn't how you meet
a 
dead
line.
is that
all 
you care
about? the 
latest 
issue?! 
pardon me 
for trying 
to 
protect 
you!
by waving a 
toothpick 
at a 
t-rex?
 only in 
sonny's world
would that seem like 
a 
good 
idea.









uh-uh!
in sonny's world,
I'm being 
lavished 
with praise and 
earning a 
fortune 
writing 
novels 
and 
films 
and 
tv
 -- not 
getting my 
ear
bent 
by you! 
you
can talk,
mr.--
I'd 
like
to be my 
own 
worst critic -- that's 
healthy -- but it's a 
lost cause when 
you're 
around, 
little ms. 
negativity.
{ahem}
excuse me for 
interrupting...
people say
I'm not the best 
judge 
of human 
behavior, but all 
this 
bickering
isn't because
you're secretly 
attracted 
to
each other,
is it?
what,
me and 
him?
shudder!
not even 
in a 
‘last man
and woman on 
earth’
 scenario! 
yuck!
ditto!
I'd sooner
snuggle up
 to
the t-rex!
glad to hear it. 
romantic intrigues 
and interactions 
always make
things tricky.
it's my
new rule -- no
mushy 
stuff 
aboard the
tardis.
wait a
minute. first
you 
kidnap 
us,
then you dangle
us before the
jaws 
of
death...
and now,
you're giving us 
relationship 
advice?









I could
argue that
you 
kidnapped
me first -
hijacked 
the
idea 
of me 
certainly.
call me 
picky,
 but if I'm 
going to be ripped 
off, I want to make 
sure it's the best 
rip-off possible. 
standards!
it has 
a certain
charm,
 but this
time surgeon is 
appallingly 
one-
dimensional 
and 
the science he
spouts is frankly 
ludicrous.
steered
in the right
direction, you
could do
 far
better.
I still
don't get
it...
remember
when we first
met and were 
trying to come
up with ideas
for a new
comic?
I came
across stuff
on the internet
about a mysterious 
being called 
the 
doctor...
I may
have... 
kind
of...
“...who keeps 
popping up at 
various points in 
recorded 
history, usually 
when there's 
something 
weird 
or 
dangerous 
happening -- like 
the 
cybermen 
invasion
 of 
2012.”
and
that's what
I'm here to do -- 
inspire!
well, used
him as the
inspiration 
for the 
time
surgeon
, I
guess...
shall we
take a peek
outside and
see what's
waiting for us
this
 time?









incredible,
isn't it? their mating 
dance fills the sky 
all over the entire 
world. 
ravagers
used to hunt the 
whales during the 
ritual, when they 
were at their most 
vulnerable. 
not any 
more?
someone
had a 
cross 
word with them 
a few years ago, 
showed them 
the error of 
their ways.
must've
been an 
interesting talk. 
did it involve 
gathering 
storms 
and 
bringing 
darkness?
might 
have 
done. 
some claim
it's the most 
destructive 
event in the 
universe, but I see 
it as 
creation
in action... 
...because it'll 
form something 
wonderful 
-- a 
new 
galaxy, home to 
life-forms we haven't 
yet begun to
imagine.
beautiful,
isn't it?
yeah,
beautiful...
T H E   C O L L I D I N G   G A L A X I E S   O F   M Y R A X   A N D   A U R O R A .  
T H E   M A T I N G   D A N C E
O F   T H E   A B R A X A S  
M A N T A   W H A L E S .
T H E   M A T I N G   D A N C E
O F   T H E   A B R A X A S  
M A N T A   W H A L E S .









the doctor
designed the 
aqua-towers
 to 
draw water from 
deep below the 
surface, allowing 
us to irrigate our 
lands and bring
our society back
to life. 
we would
all be 
dust 
if not for the 
doctor. 
enough,
quartopelax-
tyxwell. 
you're
making me
blush.
how do
you get 
them to 
stop?
hah!
I haven't
seen him like 
this for ages. 
he's 
fun-
loving
again. 
whoa! 
and he
tried to shield 
me from the 
t-rex. that was 
brave.
 or 
just plain
crazy. 
fun-
loving, brave, 
foolhardy,
crazy. 
all 
sterling 
qualities, if you 
ask me. 
yeah,
he's not bad,
I guess. 
though
don't 
tell 
him I said so, 
or he'll be 
unbearable.
“our world was a 
scorched 
wasteland, riven 
with conflict over 
what little water 
there was.”  
T H E   O A S I S
O F   M ' N O A .
T H E   O A S I S
O F   M ' N O A .
R I D I N G   T H E
K A N G A S T A N G S
O F   X E B E D E E .  
R I D I N G   T H E
K A N G A S T A N G S
O F   X E B E D E E .  









zarma!
who? 
what? or
is it a 
where?
zarma!
that's
 where 
you want to 
go.
you're
sure?
without a
doubt. it's a 
creative 
utopia,
home to the 
greatest writers, 
artists, thinkers 
and philosophers 
in the universe.
one of the most 
beautiful environments 
you'll ever see, designed 
by 
eco-architects 
to 
be at one with nature 
and stimulate all forms 
of creativity.
I may 
even 
retire 
there one 
day.
good
idea.
you do
look as 
though you're 
getting on 
a bit.
cheek!
I'm only
two thousand 
and... 
something, 
but who's 
counting?









here we...
no...
you're right,
doctor...
this
is the 
place 
to be.









the city's 
been 
devastated,
but zarma was the 
planetary embodiment 
of peace and harmony, 
a center for 
universal 
learning.
what 
monsters 
could have 
done this?
hi, 
are
you alright? is 
there anything 
we can do to
help?
I don't
think they can 
hear us, doctor. 
it's like they're 
shell-
shocked...
the cranial 
contraptions 
they're all 
wearing appear 
to be connected 
to their nervous 
systems,
but--
or under 
some sort of 
control.
good day,
sir. do you suffer 
from 
free 
thought? 
most 
alarming. 
free
thought is
not 
allowed.
free thought is 
dangerous.
free
thought is 
dangerous.
free
thought is 
dangerous.
free thought is 
dangerous.
free
thought is 
not 
allowed.
free
thought is 
not 
allowed.
you
should 
leave, 
sir, while you 
can still think 
for your --
aaagh-
kkk!
free
thought is 
not 
allowed.









uunnhhh!
I reckon
we can think 
faster 
than them.
brains.
 why
does it always
have to be 
brains?
to the 
tardis!
run!
we can
see you in the 
thoughtsphere
,
your brains like 
fiery beacons
in the dark of
night. 
such
power.
such 
thoughts.
such 
dreams.
 such
imagination.
intruders!
submit now
or be destroyed
with a single
thought.
aaarrgh!









give them
to 
me.
give
me your
minds!









P L A N E T   Z A R M A ,   O N C E   A   C R E A T I V E   U T O P I A .
N O W ,   A N   I N T E L L E C T U A L   W A S T E L A N D .
no
... my
mind
... 
get 
out 
of my
mind...
your
thoughtscape
is mine now. 
mine!
doctor!
no!
it is 
no longer
your 
mind to 
command. 
P L A N E T   Z A R M A ,   O N C E   A   C R E A T I V E   U T O P I A .
N O W ,   A N   I N T E L L E C T U A L   W A S T E L A N D .









there is
more 
to you
than meets the
eye, little
man.
minds
within 
minds
within 
minds.
sheer,
unadulterated 
brainpower on a 
cosmic scale.
we shall 
feed 
on your
psyche for
millennia to
come!
aaaaarrrgh! 









what're you
doing?!
I
dunno!
the doctor
acted like this gizmo 
was important. maybe 
it can help, y'know, 
like the surgeon's 
sonic-scalpel
...
newsflash 
--
the scalpel's
not real! you
made it up!
yeah, but
I based it on the 
legend 
of the 
doctor.
the internet
said he carried 
something, not
a weapon -- he 
doesn't 
believe
in weapons --
but something
that 
repairs,
breaks down 
barriers...
right, like
you believe 
everything you
read on the 
internet…
gimme it
here! there
must be a button 
or something
you can --
whoa!









what
did you
do? 
I don't
know...
I just
wanted to 
free 
the
doctor, that's
all 
I was
thinking 
about.
two minds
are better
than one. 
are you
all right,
doctor?
do not 
attempt to
belittle us,
dolt.
doctor
dolt, to 
you.
sarcasm.
the
lowest
form of wit. hiding 
place of the 
intellectually 
dwarfed. 
we are
the 
mindmorphs.
lesser
minds are fit 
only to serve
our psionic
empire.
your
brains are
fuel for our 
intellectual
fire.
the sonic 
screwdriver 
responds to 
telepathic 
commands. your 
combined
desire to help
me directed its
actions. 
no, I'm
absolutely
livid. 
zarma was
a collective of
the finest minds in the 
universe, dedicated to 
building a peaceful and 
harmonious existence 
for 
all 
sentient
beings. 
and these 
balloon-brains 
are 
feeding 
upon 
them like 
psychic 
vampires.









so, what
would the 
time 
surgeon 
do
in a situation
like this? 
he'd produce
some secret 
super-smart 
gadget 
and save 
the day with an
even 
smarter
quip.
yeah, or
reveal some 
cunning 
plan
that no one
else could
think of. 
come to
mention it, I
do have some 
semblance
of a plan...
run!
that's
your cunning
plan? 
run?!
'cunning'
was your word,
not mine. 
quickly,
the tardis is
around the corner 
ahead of us. once 
we're safe and sound 
inside, I'll
 give 
you 
plans within plans 
within-- 
you're
always
running,
 doctor...









from
cybermen,
ice warriors, 
weeping angels, 
fractures, 
hyperions, 
boneless...
the list
is 
endless, 
but
have you ever 
thought that the
one thing you can't 
run from is 
yourself?
friends
of yours,
doctor?
not
quite. 
but, believe
it or not, I'm 
actually rather 
pleased 
to
see them.  
delete! 
delete!
delete!
ha-
ha-ha-ha-
ha!
ggrraaahh!









I don't
think the
feeling's
mutual!
doctor, 
I've got
a 
new
plan...
run
faster!
still
pleased to
see them,
doctor?
'course,
because 
they're not
real.
those bullets, 
energy-blasts, and 
freeze-rays look 
pretty deadly 
to me!
they're
'real', 
but
 they're not
real. 
they aren't
actual 
cybermen
or zygons,
they're 
psionic 
constructs
formed by the 
mindmorphs...
...probably
derived from 
memories 
they 
encountered in my 
thoughtscape
when they tried
to drain my
brain. 
and
that's... 
a 
good
thing?
it’s
 brilliant! 
for all
their monumental 
intellectual capacity, 
the mindmorphs lack 
one thing...
imagination. 









where
are we,
doctor?
the
zarma
 forum... 
where
beings from 
countless galaxies 
would debate the 
issues of the day and 
theorise about new, 
life-changing 
technologies. 
great fun.
I've had a couple
of 
rip-roaring 
arguments in
here. 
although
a little less 
conversation 
and a 
little more 
action 
would've been handy 
sometimes.
it'd
be useful
now.  
there's
rubble blocking 
everywhere, 
except the way
we came in...
...and your 
'imaginary'
friends are
hot on our
heels. 
delete! 
delete!
delete!
delete! 
delete!
delete!









val, sonny,
a little 
dignity 
please. 
if you 
weren't so 
excitable, 
you 
might notice that 
our fall is being 
decelerated by
an 
anti-grav
field. 
a 
trapdoor
under our feet? 
really?! 
if I put
that in a script,
no one would
believe it!
-- life is 
stranger than 
fiction.
doctor! 
we predicted
your nose for 
trouble would
 bring you here 
before the year
was out. 
professor
zelaznoo! 
I was 
hoping
some members of the 
zarma collective had 
survived with their 
wits intact. 
I told
you when
we started
out on this 
adventure --









oh, we're
far 
more than
mere survivors, 
doctor. 
we're
the 
zarma
resistance
army. 
down
with the 
mindmorphs!
free
 zarma
now! 
excellent!
that's what I like
to hear. 
what have
you done so
far?
uh,
 well,
we've 
debated 
the 
pros 
and 
cons 
of 
multiple 
potential 
strategies... 
...and, 
uh, 
experimented with 
some potential traps 
and non-lethal 
weaponry...
in other
words... 
not
a lot.
well, one
shouldn't 
rush
into these
things. 
no, rushing 
to oppose 
bullies 
and 
tyrants 
is 
exactly 
what you 
should 
do. 
when did the 
mindmorphs
arrive?
three
months
ago. 
they sent
emissaries,
demanding to be
given a seat on the 
council of 
cosmic 
thinkers.
and when 
you refused,
they launched
an immediate
invasion?









“they 
destroyed
our defences within 
days, 
enslaved
the population and 
fitted them with 
brain-drains
... 
“...insidious devices 
which 
feed 
on 
psionic energy...
“...and channel it
into the 
cortex 
--
 the mindmorphs' 
hive-mind 
headquarters.
“the stolen telepathic 
energies are stored 
within a gigantic 
psi-reactor 
at the 
center of the cortex... 
“...while our enslaved 
compatriots toil 
mindlessly 
to maintain 
the structure.
“we sent in a number of 
drones, 
allowing us to 
build accurate schematics 
of the cortex...









...although they
were eventually 
intercepted.
and the
mindmorphs
haven't been able
to trace the 
drones back
to you?
the bunker's 
protected by 
psi-dampeners,
but I suppose it's 
only a matter
of 
time.
indubitably. 
fortunately,
you have a 
time 
lord 
on tap.
the brain-
drains usurp
control of victims' 
minds, forcibly 
connecting them to 
the mindmorph's 
psi-reactor... 
but
some sonic 
jiggerypokery 
should allow 
wearers to 
access 
the psionic flux
and draw energy 
from within the 
reactor...  
that's
the cue for
our 
secret 
weapons 
to
strut their 
stuff.  
secret
weapons!
I 
like 
the
sound of
that. 
can we
see them? 
can we see
them?
they're
right in front
of you. 
impressive,
eh?
hi.
oh...
uh...
err...









T H E   C O R T E X .
alert
! 
cortex command
 to all mindmorphs. 
unexplained 
fluctuations
within the
reactor.
a
hostile
presence is 
attempting to 
infiltrate the 
cortex. 
an enemy
attack may be 
imminent.
scan all
thralls. 
destroy
any who exhibit
signs of free will
or independent 
thought. 
are you 
absolutely 
sure 
about this, 
doctor?
I mean,
I 
write
comics!
and
I 
draw
them!
we don't
feel very,
well... 
secret 
weaponry.
T H E   C O R T E X .









aaaaaagh-kkk!
rogue 
thoughts 
detected! 
enemy minds 
alert!
harness your 
imaginations and the 
mindmorphs don’t 
stand a 
chance.
enemy minds!
enemy minds!
and now 
would be a good time 
to unleash those 
imaginations...
I... I’m 
trying
, but...
I don’t... I 
CAN’T...
aaaaaagh-kkk!
WHAT...?
WHAT SHOULD
WE THink
about?
aaaaaagh-kkk!
you two 
delight 
in 
creation. your 
imaginations 
soar 
with the 
words you 
write and the 
pictures you 
draw.
you 
inspire, 
educate, 
and 
entertain,
all at the 
same time.
the mindmorphs may 
be one of the most 
intelligent races in 
the universe.
but they’re 
dull, pragmatic,
and take no 
joy
 in 
life. they want to 
be 
superior, 
to 
oppress.









you
 dare
to challenge
the might of the 
mindmorphs?
how 
delusional 
your tiny mind 
must be...
wait! 
sonny, 
comics are a 
collaboration.
writing, 
art, neither 
one’s more 
important 
than the 
other...
you’re right! 
they 
merge
 to 
create something 
new 
-- 
stories, 
characters, 
worlds!
together!
we have 
to work 
together!









doctor...
we’re 
just getting
started...
a 
menhir?
isn’t
that rather 
wearing your 
influences 
on your 
sleeve?



























outwitted
by intellectually
inferior forces. the
humiliation...
we are not
yet
defeated.
initiate 
overload 
sequence
to 
destroy the 
reactor.
who?!
thanks,
professor.
when it 
comes to 
telling me what 
I 
already 
know, you’re 
the 
best.
brilliant,
doctor!
the 
brain-drains 
allowed val and 
sonny to tap 
into the stolen 
psionic energy 
and turn it 
against the 
mindmorphs.
the last 
resort of bullies 
and tyrants 
everywhere when 
things 
aren’t
going their 
way.
well, 
not
today.
destroy 
everything? 
typical...
this world will 
discombobulate 
in our wake as we 
escape in our 
mind-ships.









no!
he’s 
destabilized 
the psi-shields, 
causing
a--
--brainstorm!
I’m here 
to give you 
a 
piece
 of my 
mind -- but 
not 
the bit you’d 
like.
I’m the
doctor.









what just 
happened? did 
we win?
that sounds 
suspiciously like 
he 
reversed the 
polarity
 of the 
thingummyjig.
I’m 
sorry, 
too. I’ve been 
a right pain 
lately, thinking 
all you cared 
about was the 
comic. but...
seeing you 
helping these 
people makes me 
realize there’s 
no 
one
 I’d rather 
travel through 
time and space 
with.
I 
love
working on 
time surgeon
with you...
come on,
chop-chop!
we’re on a 
grand tour, 
remember?
if we 
hang about 
long enough
for zelaznoo 
to regain his 
composure, we’ll 
have to sit 
through some 
interminable
thank you 
speech.
I deactivated 
the shields of the 
reactor, stunning 
the mindmorphs with 
the backlash and 
restoring their 
victims’ minds.
whoa...
Oh.
 I owe 
you an 
apology,
sonny.
I love
you.









THE END
we 
were
amazing! your time 
surgeon couldn’t 
have done better 
than that.
y’know, 
at first I thought 
I’d made a mistake 
bringing you both 
on board.
no 
mushy 
stuff 
aboard 
the tardis, that’s 
my rule from 
now on.
sonny, 
what you said 
back there, 
everything 
you’ve 
done...
trying to 
protect me 
from the t-rex, 
fighting the 
mindmorphs...
you were
amazing...
as I said, I’m not 
great at reading 
human behavior in 
certain areas, but 
I suspected that 
you might be a 
couple...
or worse, 
fancied
each other, 
but weren’t 
admitting
it.
I’m 
glad I was 
wrong.









JULIE D’AUBIGNY
A.K.A. 
LA MAUPIN
The real-life Julie d’Aubigny was a woman 
whose short life was ﬁlled with adventure, 
romance, and violence – just like her comic 
persona! 
She was born in 1673, in France, to Gaston 
d’Aubigny – himself a secretary to Count 
d’Armagnac, the Master of the Horse for King 
Louis XIV. Gaston trained the King’s court pages 
in the art of fencing, and felt that young Julie 
would beneﬁt from learning the noble art. 
She trained alongside the boys, dressing as 
one, for most of her childhood.
She found favor early on with many high proﬁle 
men in the French court, especially the Count 
d’Armagnac, who soon found her a husband, 
Monsieur de Maupin. However, de Maupin was 
sent away to an administrative post in the south 
of France shortly after the wedding, while Julie 
and d’Armagnac continued their affair. 
Growing tired of d’Armagnac and her absent 
husband, Julie ran away to Marseille with a 
master swordsman named Sérannes, who 
was being hunted by the police at the time. 
Sérannes was accused of killing a man in 
a duel – and the police were very strict in 
enforcing anti-dueling laws and weapons 
regulations in Paris at the time.
Having no other way to earn money, she and 
Sérannes performed fencing and singing acts 
wherever they stayed to support themselves. 
While on the road, she auditioned at the music 
academy of Pierre Gaultier, a highly respected 
director, and impressed him so much with her 
natural singing talent that she was accepted 
into the academy, and began singing 
professionally in the town. 
After declaring that she was bored with men, 
she started a relationship with a young blonde 
woman who initially mistook her for a man. 
Julie was infatuated, though the girl’s parents 
opposed their relationship and promptly sent 
their daughter away to a convent to become 
a nun.
Daring and in love, La Maupin snuck into the 
convent and ﬂed with the young girl, while 
setting the convent on ﬁre to make the escape 
easier. Despite the elaborate ruse, 
the relationship did not last, and the girl 
returned to the convent.
Tried in absentia for arson and condemned 
to death by the Aix Parliament, Julie ﬂed 
Marseilles for Paris to escape her punishment. 
After months of singing in taverns while 
on the run, she was discovered by a man 
named Marechal, a talented musician. 
He offered to train her, and she began her 
journey as a theater performer. 
She later met two maestros, Thévenard and 
Bouvard, who convinced the King to accept 
her into the Paris Opera company. Julie made 
her Opera debut in 1690 – it was said that 
she had the most beautiful voice in the world.
In 1695 she caused a commotion by kissing 
a young woman at a society ball, which 
prompted three noblemen to challenge her 
to a duel. Even though she prevailed, she 
once more had to ﬂee Paris for violating the 
anti-dueling laws that were still in place. 









Brussels 
was her next 
destination, 
where for a short 
while she was the 
mistress of Elector of 
Bavaria. During that 
time she still performed 
in Operas. When things 
had calmed down 
enough in France, she 
went back and joined the 
Paris Opera again. She sang in 
several proliﬁc operas and even at 
the Versailles court! 
Her last Opera appearance was in
La Vénitienne
by Michel de La Barre 
in 1705. After her retirement, she 
took refuge in a convent where she 
died in 1707 at the age of 33. 
•
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function adjustFixedFontTransforms(){
    var textElements    = document.querySelectorAll('[data-gw]');
    var canvas          = document.createElement('canvas');
    var ctx             = canvas.getContext('2d');

    for(var t=0;t<textElements.length;t++){
        var fontFamily              = getComputedStyle(textElements[t]).fontFamily;
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        var scaleX                  = textElements[t].getAttribute('data-scaleX');
        var scaleY                  = textElements[t].getAttribute('data-scaleY');
        var USE_TRANSFORMS          = scaleX || scaleY;
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            var childTextToMeasure  = "";

            if(textElements[t].children.length>0){
                elToMeasure = textElements[t].cloneNode(true);

                while(elToMeasure.children.length > 0){
                    var childFontFamily         = fontFamily;
                    var childElToMeasure        = elToMeasure.removeChild(elToMeasure.children[0]);
                    var fp_child_font_idx       = childElToMeasure.style['font-family'].indexOf('g_font');
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                        var fp_child_font_matches   = fp_child_font_idx>-1?childElToMeasure.style['font-family'].match(/g_font_([A-Za-z0-9]+)/ig):null;
                        childFontFamily         = fp_child_font_matches!=null && fp_child_font_matches.length>0?fp_child_font_matches[0]:getComputedStyle(childElToMeasure).fontFamily;
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                    if(ctx.font != elToMeasure.style['font-size'] + ' ' + childFontFamily){
                        ctx.font = elToMeasure.style['font-size'] + ' ' + childFontFamily; // need to look up which font-family is being used
                    }

                    var measurement     = ctx.measureText(childElToMeasure.textContent);
                    childrenWidth       += measurement.width;
                    childTextToMeasure  += childElToMeasure.textContent;
                }
            }

            if(ctx.font != textElements[t].style['font-size'] + ' ' + fontFamily){
                ctx.font = textElements[t].style['font-size'] + ' ' + fontFamily; // need to look up which font-family is being used
            }

            var textToMeasure   = elToMeasure.textContent;
            var measurement     = ctx.measureText(textToMeasure);
            var measuredWidth   = measurement.width+childrenWidth;
            var canvasWidth     = parseFloat(dataGw);
            var sizeDifference  = (canvasWidth - measuredWidth);
            var textScale       = 1+sizeDifference/canvasWidth;
            var scaleWidth      = 1;
            var scaleHeight     = 1;

            if(Math.round(textScale*100)!=100){
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                    textElements[t].style['letter-spacing'] = (sizeDifference/(textToMeasure.length+childTextToMeasure.length-1))+'px'; //-1 for the last letter which doesn't have any letter after it so doesn't impose spacing
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                    scaleWidth = textScale;
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