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The King
should have

listened to me I think
and burned I'll remind
these gardens A him of the

a decade 4 suggestion.

to root out
tonight.
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Then stop playing
o these little games
with me, Ash.

/ Icansmellit
! on you. The stink
D\ of magic.

If you lie
to me again, I'm
going to have to bring
your son in for
interrogation.

If you tell me
the ¢ruth now, all of
that can be averted.
Wouldn’t that be

marvelous?

formed in the green-
house...A plant had

been neglected.
It had gone wild.

And who
would you say

neglected it,
Ash?
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L.I've
{ served the
King loyally
since I was
your age.
He knows
that.

It’s going
to be okay:
Dad.

Everything
is going to
be okay.
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I know it’s impossible.
I know I don’t get
that kind of happy

ending...

But I want
to stay in
Pipetown and
live a normal

Promise
me you won't
make me go.
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That was
not a request.
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That’s what's
wrong with me,
Oakley.

1t'll keep
infecting and
twisting me from
the inside out until
I'm something
horrible. Something even
you couldn’t look
at without being
a

Magic spreads,
Oakley! If I go out
of Pipetown, where

it's wild in the
world, it’s going
to spread into
il is...This
thing in me.
That makes my
ears look like
some kind of
freak so I can't
live a normal
life.

It’'s
a part of
You...
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hear them

YOU DON'T
THINK I KNOW IT’S
DANGEROUS?!

through the spouts,

Oakley. I hear them

talking every single
day, and I know
what they think

about people
like me.

I know
what they'd
do to me if
they had the

chance.

They’re
wrong...

They're
just afraid
because they
don’t under-
stand they
don’t need

‘You don’t
know that! You
don’t know that

you shouldn’t
be afraid...

My ears
keep growing,
and who knows

what will happen
to me next.
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I WANT TO BE
NORMAL!

All T want is
to wake up one
morning and have
small, normal
ears, and regular
dreams.

Maybe I could
even..introduce myself
to someone like that boy at
the castle. That gardener:
I don't know his name.

Maybe...Maybe
I could ask him his name.
Maybe we could have a life
together
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1 hope

I never do.

1 hope I'm
never that
selfish.

You think
I wouldn’t
rather run

lark?!

You think
I don’t dream
of Northport?!






OEBPS/images/page24.jpg
You know I'm
right, dear. He doesn’t
hear how the people still
talk about the weirdbloods.
You can’t pretend you
haven’t heard the other
engineers say horrible
things.

You're too
smart to be
blind to all

that.

It's not that.
1 want to know why There are
we're just sitting on > responsibilities
our asses in a kingdom < here, dear. You'll
where they’d just as soon understand
kill someone we love! someday.
And when things get

bad, we just kick him
out and keep
going.
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Okay.

I'm going to
say something
I don’t want to
say. I don’t even
alittle bit want
to say it.

Wynd.
She’s right.
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Dear, there’s
so much of yourself
you don’t know. That
you don’t understand.
T've been selfish
keeping you this
close this long...

The world I want
rarely is. to stay here.
This is my
‘home. This
is where
1 fit in.

Up in the
magic north of
Esseriel, you'll be
able to become
who you were
always meant
to be.
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“This beautiful child
with pointed ears... |
=

2 s

M it was suicide to take
N vou in, but I couldn't let
myself leave you to die.

e
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‘Why am
make this r} g::‘nq :é’?
i lorthpor
harder than P
it has to
be.

I have
friends. They'll
set you up with
a place to live.

They'll treat
you well.

be coming
back?

But you'll be
N able to live openly
©Oh, no, 7 , there. You won’t
dear. I'm so 2 have to
sorry, that / your hair.
won’t be 7 N > those beautiful
possible. 8 - ears of yours.
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Tomorrow,
I'm making a
supply run down to
Southport through
the central transport
pipeline. A night
run.

Wynd, I'm
going to need
you to pack a bag.
Bring only what you
need. What you can
carry easily and
won’t take up
much space.

What, is
he going to
use his renowned
haggling skills to
get you a good
price on pork
loin?

Just
let me get
through this,
Oakley.

You're
going to be
coming with

No, dear.
I'm putting him
on a boat to
Northport.
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“Before either of you were born, the Duke
had been helping magic-blooded people

“He found them jobs and homes...
Half-Faeries, Quarter-Vampyres,
and anyone who had just been
touched and changed by the
wild magic of the world.

e
“The Bandaged Man found them all.
them hide in the city as well... |
= g7 ————
lr "'ﬂze Duke escaped

P 4 0 Northport,
2{
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Idon’t
want to show
people my
ears!

I'm sorry,
it’s not safe for
you here anymore.
Much as I wish that
wasn’t the case.
Much as I've prayed
things might
change.

The King calling the Bandaged
‘Man down from the North. That's
w it began /ast time.

ho
He can smell
the magic in a person’s
blood, Wynd. And he loves

what he does..It’s a
vendetta of sorts.

It’s going
to get so much
worse. Worse in
away Idon't
think either of
you can under-
stand.

P they say nis
Family was killed
in one of the
northern magic
wars.

He didn’t
know whether
it was the Faeries
or the Vampyres
who did it, so his
hate turned to all
magic-blooded
people.

He became
very good at killing
them. Good enough
to get the attention

of the King.
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Keep those
ears covered
and get back up
to work now, dear.
T'll be up in
a moment.

I'm going
to have to get
a message out.

But I can’t imagine
transporting three
would be any more

difficult than

two...

Alright,
then.

l( When should

Good.

I expect?

Tomorrow
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axh;t’:u Pourin:

> mysel

doing? a tall glass,
dear. I'll be
needing it.

We need
to have a hard
conversation
right now.

One I've
been dreading
for a very long
time.
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I'll see you
bright and early,
Miss Molly.

Thank
you, dear.

Really.
Are you alright?
All day you've--

I'm fine,
love. Fine.
Never you

mind.

YYeah, Mom.
He’s right in front
of you. Have you

Oh, yes.

gone blind? There you
are.
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Wynd? — Y Iwasn't..
You shouldn’t { Titus needs Darling. It's
eavesdrop. butter fine. Why don’t
‘ you come over
here...
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Yes, Molly.
They’re saying
he won't last
a few more
days. Maybe

We're not
alone.

Ifit's

going to
happen, it

needs to

happen

I understand.
There’s...something
else. A favor I'd
like to ask—
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I SMELL
TERRIBLE!

That
smell’s a
point of
pride.

That’s the
smell of an apprentice
in the Pipetown Engineer
Corps. It cakes on to you
and you'll never be
fully rid of

Breathe
it in, Lass.

's Stil ¢ Yes, dear,
| [tpfest:;” 0 and we'd prefer
terrible. i ¢ everyone not vomit
over their suppers
now, wouldn’t we?
Go clean up and
get ready for the
dinner rush.
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No, Dad.

’g j It's hard.
It’s just...
get this over Doing this

with? €

I'm dying,
boy. I'm dying
and you can’t

wait to be

rid of me.

I'm leaving you
the Last Empire
of Man in this world.
It should be hard.
It will always be hard.
But you will rise to
meet the
challenge.

But you will need to be Tell me you
vigilant. You will need understand
to protect them. You

know what lurks in
those damned forests,

outside our walls.

T understand,
My last wish to Father.
you will become
law, and you will
uphold it until the
last of your days.
This is the way of
our people.

very day
is hard.
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You will keep
the Blood Laws. You
will keep those tainted
with the magic wild of the
world from mingling with
and tainting the blood
of our people.

In doing so,
you will keep the
old ways, and the
old cultures alive.
You do it in memory
of our ancestors
chased out of their
homes by twisted
weirdblooded
monsters.

You will
do it in
memory of
me.

Say you
understand
and accept.

Yes, Father.
I understand
and accept.

Basil. I want double
the guards on his
room tonight. If we're
lucky I'll pass

tonight and we'll
be done with this
damned ritual,
and I'll be free
of this pain
in me.

Otherwise,
have the boy
brought back
to me in the
morning, and
I'll give my last
wishes again.

Yes, Your
Majesty. I will
see to it.

Get the boy out of
my sight, and bring
me the Bandaged
Man,
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I'm going to
take a shower
and try and smell

Actually,
can you
grab something
for me from the
tore room?

s
Another slab
of butter? /
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Tell Wynd
not to run off
tonight. I need to
have a word with
the both of
you.

You know

the nights I tell

you something
and you ignore it
and go off getting
into trouble? This is
not one of those

nights.

/ I mean it,
girl. The streets
aren’t safe for

__ him right now. /
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You smell
terrible.

1 smell regular - Mom says
person terrible. | 3 family meeting
You smell like
somebody used

yoauttc‘:llce]:.EI " 4 fogeys upstairs

after the rusi
proud of that i
No spying on
smell. All the old gardeners.

told me so.

1 know you.
I know where

wouldn’t
irritate you
nearly
enough.
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=L B
closer, boy. ﬁ‘
I can barely

see you.

I'm right ‘You're so small, Yorik.
here, Dad. You should go running
with the gardener’s boy.
There’s He’s got some meat
that sneering on his bones.
face I know all
too well. 1 feel like
i I could snap
you in half with
my hand, and
I'm a dying
man.
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You're late,
boy. We were
about to leave
without you.

I doubt it.
That’d mean
Yorie would have
to carry his
own bags.

If you
ever leave me
waiting like that
again, I'm going
to have you
hanged.

I think
you're plenty
on your way
to getting
me hanged
already.

It’s
now or never.
Are you ready,
boys?

Ready
as I'll ever
be.

Let’s go.

TO BE
CONTINUED...
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It’s a big ask,
Prince Yorik. You're
asking that boy to
give his life up
for you. And this
Jjourney won't be
an easy one.

I'll need to be
back in the castle
before they
realize anything
is wrong.

Do you
have every-
thing you

‘We’re going
to need to move
quickly.

1 still...
1 thought he'd
come. I didn’t
think...

1 didn’t
think I'd have to
do this alone.
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ONGE &,
FUTURE

NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLINGWRITER

{DIE. THE WICKED + THE DIVINE)
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FROM WRITER

OI'DISCOVER YOURS

AND ARTIST
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FROM THE PRISM
AWARD-WINNING TEAM

JAMES TYNION IV

(DETECTIVE COMICS)
AND ARTIST
THE RIAN SYGH
23 (DREAMWORKS SHE-RA AND

THE PRINCESSES OF POWER,)

“...thanks to Sygh’s charming
artwork and Tynion’s zany jokes it
is easily love at first sight gag.”

—Entertainment Weekly
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“NEW
BOOM I RELEASES

b

“SPURRIER

AND WILDGOOSE
ARE FORCES OF
NATURE. THEY
CAN NOT BE
STOPPED.”

—KIERON

(ONCE & FUTURE, DIE)

=
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SHATTERED IT°S MORPHIN
TIME!

“The Power Rangers are back
and better than ever...”

—IGN

“...everyone’s favorite color-
coordinated teens are still a
force to be reckoned with.”

—Entertainment

L p—
[C] e —

/OOM-STUDIO!
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FROM DREAM TEAM
GREG PAK
(FIREFLY, STAR WARS: AGE
OF REBELLION)
AND

TAKESHI

MIYAZAWA
(SPIDER-GWEN: GH
MS. MARVEL)

“It's an amazing book, and
aton of fun.”

—Marjorie Liu
(Monstress)
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Titus, I need you

| teenagers being
'\ fools. They’ll come

Oh, they're
just a couple of

back around--

IREN

to listen to the

tone in my voice
right now.

R

=

=

Yes, ma’am.

Bring
my children
home.

N
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One morning
he woke up and his
right leg was Fully

covered in bark--more

than bark, the whole
leg was becoming
a kind of living
wood. /

He had to
convince us to
chop the leg of f
to let him get back
in the city, and
we did it for
him...

And sure as eggs,
the next morning
he had flowers
sprouting from
his ears.

He’d gone
right back out
while we were

sleeping, the leg
not even healed,
and stumbled into
a fresh patch
of weird.

Left him at
the side of the road,
come to think of it,
otherwise I doubt
we’d've been let back
in the city.

Weren’t going
to get us all banished
on some weirdblood’s
behalf.

you asking,
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What's
this now,
Molly?

Sorry, Henry.
You know I close
when I need to do
a restock down
from Southport.

Oh, what'd a
few beers cost ya?
I don't like the other
taverns. They all give

me the evil eye.

Clearly I've
treated you too
sweetly. Go to the
Drip Room. Tell
Gordon to buy
you a pint
on me.

Maybe
you've earned
it, Henry.
1 have
earned it.
But you still
treat me
sweetly.
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BTN

st done in

in a jiff--

is
ey too,
bt.

iss Molly.
the Spout

1 need you to

bring them back

home. I need you
to do it quick.
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Wynd, boy...
1just shut the
doors for the

Jjust clunked him
on the head and
dragged him of f 3
in the night. That's [
what I get for /8
telling him
nicely...
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The weird’s not
going to get you in
Pipetown, if you're

worried.

No. It's
not that.

Going v
Right, right. e
Sorry for
droning on.
seen you
blushing.

Ah, to be
young.

looking for
your girlfriend,
then? I've

a
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‘You don’t
need to under-
stand right

now, but you
will.

I'm going to tell my mom
I'm taking a double shift,
but that’s a lie. I need you
to follow the pipeline to Tell her
Mid-City during the  TeL0er
shift changeover. night off to

pack. Can you
do that?

= —/ I'll find you at the Key
—={ Junction under Oldtown.
i Under the Great Temple.
Can you get there on
your own, or do you
need a map?

I..I think
I can find it.
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think...
hegﬁgos\‘;:gﬁng I promised you % T think I might have
0 - I would find a way. an answer.
Something that 1 know we don’t
could help. ~_/_- o 3

w < have much time...
Jlt

But I

The answer. "\
A way to keep
my promise...
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Mst P B 0 1 2 1
{ you meet, though, |!.[ )
=

\
are just people. ( AN
They're nice N W/

as anyone else,
just have a touch of [
i{ the strange to them.
A bit of the world
stuck on where it
shouldn’t be.

‘Course,
there are
bad ones,
too.

Was doing a trade run down
the Old Road from Northport, | ||
through the Faeriewoods, and |
there was this real scoundre! |

on the cart withus. £

He’d sneak
z off the path at \
\./ night to try and get
some bits of moss
to sell at the black
market here in
Pipetown, knowing
it could get us
all killed.
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Oh, “miste;
am I? Thank you

I

“
g A
Have you... i ]
Have you ever met )
==\ 2 weirdblood?
—

7/ you've been out
of Pipetown.
1 might...I might
have to go

Yeah, yeah
o'course. I was
curious too when

p Thinking about all
them strange monsters
up north. The way it gets in

N You twists you up.

3
T





