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1t'll be your job
one day to keep these
grounds. To maintain
this garden. You'll be
the one holding back
this chaos.
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Fawn all you'd like, Thorn.
These damned things ran
our ancestors out of the
Boreal Waste, and the
' Notunlands.
They're the
reason Pipetown

is the last pure
human stronghold

in the damn
N"
No matter
what those

Weirdbloods
in Northport
would have
you think.

‘You haven't
seen them, boy.
The people twisted
up into wretched
beasts. Their skin
turned to bark.

Branches
coming out

of their eyes.
Their tongues K
sprouting

(~)

The world is wild, and we
mustn’t forget it. Men like
the Bandaged Man, they
keep the streets safe...
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one bringing him
to the Prince’s
chambers. Not me.
I won't have you
giving me guff
about our family’s
lac

No matter.

Tell the boy
o Tl meet him in \¢
4 ‘ the entrance hall. |
curity in the

.J!’ Ap G §
AL .gg
"%}“‘.Q’\
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B . ’ Prince Yorik
requests your

o

g, Presence in his

‘4., ie quarters.

7 Al well \
here, Ash?

I think
~/' Thorn can find
his way up on his
own, Been walking
these grounds
longer than he’s
been talking.
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Don't let it
touch you. It has
an innocent nature,
but should it take
hold of you, it'd
twist the blood
running through
your veins.

Its magic.

with its weirdness.
Its wildness.
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You need to learn to
keep thoughts like this
to yourself.

Could you
imagine if he
heard you talking
like this? Or if you
said something to

Lh he Prince?
~ %

No, boy. I'm not
acknowledging
you. There’s a
difference.

tl
(=% {
o7
I know

better
than that,

_ This back bush If the King found out, he'd
in the greenhouse \ have my skin. It’s been our
here. It’s been family’s job for generations |
allowed to grow to keep the greenery 4
wild. Hasn’t been
a wild bush in
Pipetown in
a century.

properly tamed.

To keep
the Sprytles
out.
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a nice morning
walk on a day
ike this?
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“Why, hello,
Wynd. It’s good
to see you again!
How was the
morning rush?*

1 barely screwed
up any plates this
time, Mister Gardener.
Everyone got their '
breakfasts. £

“Oh, I bet you

[ haven’t screwed

2| wvpin montthz, and

you're just being

Why don’t mc'»/dest.’
you come by
for dinner, and
maybe I can
show--

The
Bandaged
Man...
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Everything
4| alright, Miss Molly
You have a look
about you.

It's fine,
Titus. Every-
thing is fine.
Where's the

He took off after the Think he’s got
morning rush, like he always an eye on someone out
does, He's always back there, Miss Molly. I keep
| around noon before folks trying to get it outta him,

come by for lunch.
Always blushing.

but he keeps his lips
shut.

Seriously,
Molly..What
are you
worried
about?

Never
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Don’t know where he expects
to find any. I remember the
cullings when I was in the
Corps.

/ _ The floodgates
have stayed shut for
a generation.

Only pointy
ear I've seen is
Patrick’s, and that’s
‘cause he nicked it
once with a bad
) haircut.

7 Ones with a bit of
a magic to ‘em. Not
so much they can’t
hide it, but enough to
infect the rest of us
if they get out
of hand.

‘You know
some of the trade
gates are sloppier

than others. You
know there’s folk

against the
Blood Laws.
<

You're too
smart, Molly.
Too smart to
pay them much
mind. But we all
know there’s

weird ones
walking among
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I need a barrel
of purdy golden ©

I think
we're fresh out,
Patrick, but I'll

check for ya.

I'm heading
down to get another
barrel. You lot need
anything?
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We gotta be more
vigilant. It’s good
the King brought the
Bandaged Man back
to Pipetown.

Hopefully
it keeps the lot
of them scared
out of here.

Y:U talkAtog ‘r:v':ucth.
lenry. An 2 You should
_hanrtotf the |dt°t? get home. Night Aye.
is getting 2 lictle ShiFt wil be back 1 Shovid
A ‘round before you v
ask me. know it. Get
some sleep.

Just Keep your eyes
open, Molly. If the King Keep th
is worried that something ones yol

is afoot in Pipetown, we = trust close,
should be worried, and keep
too. your eyes

on everyone
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,(.
P Table Fourteen
[ is up!

Four, Six,
and Twelve
coming in
fast behind

Tl do all that Y|
later.
©Oh, child.
Don't lie OkaD
to me. A
2~ |

I have to
get back up
there or they'll
start pouring
for them-
selves.
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Yikrow. T saw N
him the other day,
walkin’ in to the

castle gates. A real

look of

nonsense
is this now,
Henry?

The King’s
called back
the Bandaged
Man from
Northport.

Brought ‘im in to
help weed out the
Weirdbloods.
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I'm putting
them on/

Look. I'm not going
to leave for the day shift
until you at /east have
pants on. Imagine if the
entire waste system of
Pipetown backs up.

All over
a pair of
pants.

Okay, it’s time I'm awake.
to wake up for Just had...a weird
real. = dream, is all.

get my head
straight.

That's your akley. Let's
excuse every drop it,
morning. okay?

What do
you even dream
about?

Like you

said. Time

to get to
work.
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Bye,
Oakley!

Wynd,
that you?

First orders
coming up in
a minute. y

Is that boy awake yet?
I swear the entire
Engineering Corps decided
to stop in for coffee and
bacon this morning.

I'm awake,
Miss Molly.

You know,
if you woke up
a little earlier
you'd be able to
take a shower:
Wash that
unruly hair
of yours...
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1 just wish you
could ome to work with
me. I don't like leaving you
here alone each day.

I don’t
want to be
a part of the
Engineering
Corps.

1 like
smelling like
food, not
sewers.

You smell
more like grease,
but okay.

1 like it here.
1 like working here.
And I'm going to be
here at the end
of the day, like
I always am.

I'm good,
Oakley.
1 promise.

Your shirt’s on
backwards.

Make sure to
keep these covered,
‘kay?

7 tike' g ahirt
like my shirt on i i
backwards! Maybe axélf:cﬂté’ﬁc
it is my cool h 3 he's still new and

new look. he might not

understand.
Got it?
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BOOK ONE

THE FLIGHT OF THE PRINCE
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WYND
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rd
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Wynd? Are
you there?
T heard a
noise...
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New York Times Bestselling Author

ST BEYOND
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Yes...Given
the King's illness,
it’s been determined
that the court stay
out of the castle.

I must

wsi
admit, I miss
the music...

Wait here

a moment,
I'll announce
you to the
Prince.
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“NEW
BOOM I RELEASES

b

“SPURRIER

AND WILDGOOSE
ARE FORCES OF
NATURE. THEY
CAN NOT BE
STOPPED.”

—KIERON

(ONCE & FUTURE, DIE)

=

4 AN ORIGINAL LIMITED SERIES ™= |

ALIENATED

ISSUE ONE ON SALE FEB. 12  COVER BY BENGAL
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The Bandaged

Man. He's here because

he heard about a plot in the
North. A plot to get me out

of Pipetown and off Esseriel.

So when my father dies,

the crown passes to
the Duke.

That’s what
he’s telling him
in the throne
room, right
now.

How...how
do you know
that?

There’s
something
I need to
talk to you

about.

And then
I'm going to
ask you the

biggest favor
anybody’s ever
asked you in
your life.

TOBE
CONTINUED®S
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In a world of magic and monsters, Ansel's never quite fit in.
What will he risk to discover his true destiny?

folklords

MATT RINDT  MATT SMITH

(GRASS KINGS, BLACK BADGE) (JIM HENSON'S THE STORYTELLER)

=

IN STORES

HII'DISCOVER YOURS NOow

FOLKLORDS ™ & 2020 Matt Kindt & Matthew . Smith, AllRights Reserved. WWW.BOOM-STUDIOS.COM
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FROM THE PRISM
AWARD-WINNING TEAM

JAMES TYNION IV

(DETECTIVE COMICS)
AND ARTIST
THE RIAN SYGH
23 (DREAMWORKS SHE-RA AND

THE PRINCESSES OF POWER,)

“...thanks to Sygh’s charming
artwork and Tynion’s zany jokes it
is easily love at first sight gag.”

—Entertainment Weekly

oM BXDISCOVER YOURS /||| [yl

WWW.BOOM-STUDIOS .COM
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So, it's
one of those
days.

It is very
much one
°thh°5€ I'm supposed
s to be in the throne
room for the latest
reports from the
North.

Icould notbe N\
less interested in | 4
the latest reports "

from the North. /

think my body is
capable of wanting
anything less than
sitting on that
\ terrible little throne
that makes my
butt go numb.

Just to
listen to my
Dad yell at me
for not wanting
to burn the
Faeriewoods to
the ground.
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I need
to know if
I can trust

you.

What?
Of course
you can.

Not just in
a regular way.
I know this is|
like..a mormal
friendship. I don’t
get to have
normal.

But I trust
you and I /ike you,
and I don't like or
trust anybody
else.

I'm sorry...
I'm not so go«
at emotion:

Yorie,
I've never
heard you
talk like
this.
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He's always
horrible when he's
sick, and these
days he’s sick all
of the time.

He just
wants you to be
ready to run the
kingdom.

No, he wants me afraid. Afraid Northport’s hundreds
of every horrible thing that & and hundreds of miles
might happen if the B/ood \ away, and anyway...
Laws aren’t upheld. You're before the
= Duke in the line of
And he’s just \ 1 succession.
terrified my uncle’s 4 E
going to come out
of hiding in Northport
when he hears he’s
sick. That he'll make
a claim for the
throne. 4

7 You seem
more nervous than
normal.
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