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INTRODUCTION

by Brian Evenson

‘...one day we were born, one day we shall
die, the same day, the same second, is that

not enough for you?”

ilbert Hernandez's Julio’s Day

—Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot

But where Beckett sees the short-

% life st

might be read as an illustration of

he above Beckett’s play,
and of the words that follow it: “They

give birth astride a grave, the light gkn\m\

and dismay;
celebrating a life fully, in all its shortcom-
ings and |ms all its ups and downs, all its

Despite the death,

an instant, then it’s nigh
11 1 1

;- P
dukncss. nothingness, but by the second

illness, abuse, and war that fill these pages.
1

despite ma

panel we've p g
that the darkness is the inside of a baby’s
mouth. The baby is Julio, and we’ll stay

with him and his family for exactly one

hundred pages as he gr«

1d 3 hundred and ¢t

T ¢
dies. We’ll leave him in the same way as

truggles, there
H. Jaseccl h bl

ability to persist, to keep on. Even those
that struggle to find their place in one
generation (including those who never
shake free from denial about who the

I i

m) Ip pa

we first met him, | rder:
| 1d

h

P
s ed by a final

Julio’s Day is a story of one man’s

panel ofashsess nothingness.
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1 1d 3eginning with Julios remarkable lightness. He

birth in 1900 Aud endmz with his death hand I

in 2000,

fleeting and full

F ot
most of the major

ithout losing
20 century. We see wars, ruinous weather,

hanging fashion, ct i

but by rendered for

Hernand

) a few panels
these things in historical terms. In fact, for good. But they can just as easily reap-
outside of the images and the characters’ pear after an eighty-year absence. Even the
spc‘z‘d\ here a c he

ar

fen

1 h ¢t

page and even from
et ¢ the real cha

them only say w] lnts natural, and only

P
of Julio’s Day. Hernandez doesn’t over-

it when it’s natural

and sugg . ourselves, just as we do in life. He doesn’t
We don’t know for instance, why Julio’s 1 I

across gen-
father takes the trip that nearly kills him erations or between characters, but leaves
{ikichzend 1 L% il

to pick up. He lets
fate years later 2 arrives at

his dummnon‘and then we’re only gnu\

P
ful, and all the more valuable. This is a
speech bubbles. stunning i hic novel, by someone who
That’s on

is one of the major voices eld, and
Julio’s Day and one of the great qualities of hold I

1. He touches a

work.
great many serious topics, but does so with

Brian E: Windeye, Last Days, Fugu

State, The Open Curtain, Immobility,

and Altmann’s Tongue, among others 1

NE.
fellowship, three O. Henry Prizes, and the American Lil

vel. He lives and works in Providence, Rhode Island, where he directs Brown University’s

Pr fives 1 G Frenich

English, and of course, writes.
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GILBERT HERNANDEZ

Gilbert Hernandez, born in 1957, enjoyed a pleas-
ant childhood in Ox ifornia with four b;
and one sister. In Gilbert’s words, the
a world with comic books in the house.” His
enthusiasm for the medium was equaled only by his ap-
petite for punk rock. Both he and his brother Jai
ated eye-catching poster art for local bands like the Angry
Samoans, Agent Orange, Black Flag and others through
the early "80s.

Initiated by older brother Mario and bankrolled by
younger brother Ismael, Gilbert created Love and Rock-

efs #1 with his brother Jaime in 1981. Over 30 years later,

ded as a modern classic and the Hernan-

dez brothers continue to create some of the most startling,

rinal, and intelligent comic art ever seen
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