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LOOK, YOU'RE STILL YOUNG,
BUT MAYBE THE UNNAMED FEAR
LOOMING OVER YOUR LIFE IS SIMPLY

"\ THE FACT THAT YOU MAYBE IT'S TIME

'RE GETTING
ALITTLE OLD FOR THE LONG 10 SETTLE DOWN. I
UNDERWEAR GAME. 1

" TO DOUGHNUTS THAT'S

WHAT’S HAPPENED TO P,

THE FLAME AND THE "
20\

I MEAN, WHAT DOES IT TAKE x
FOR ONE OF US TO RETIRE? AND YOU
WE TAKE OFF THE MASK AND W DON'T FEEL
WE'VE DISAPPEARED. LIKE ANYTHING
- IS GOING A
NOTHING i WRONG?
NEFARIOUS
ABOUT IT.

LOST PALS’ CURRENT WHEREABOUTS.
AS I RECALL HE WORKED MOST OF
THEIR FINAL CASES WITH THEM.
<

AND YOU? YOU
EVER TEMPTED

TO TAKE OFF
THE MASK?

C’MON,
( 1o, Youiow
OUTSIDE OF \ BETTER THAI
THE FACT THAT THAT.
TIM'S FALLING
MATH? NOT
REALLY.

7 LOOK, IF IT'S
TRULY BUGGING YOU,
GO SEE THE FIGHTING
YANK ABOUT IT. HE'S
MORE OF A SOCIAL
BUTTERFLY THAN I
EVER WAS.

THEY'LL
HAVE TO PEEL

| T OFF MY
CORPSE.

!
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I RETURN TO MY ESTATE NEAR ‘és’ 5 L
DAWN AND MY MIND SLIPS BACK TO | SRy £ \ A
THE LAST TIME I GOT IN SO LATE. THE b iy
M NIGHT I FIRST WORE THE MASK. g
S

THE NIGHT I HEARD A SOUND MY FATHER, HEARTLESS OIL
1 HAD NOT HEARD SINCE THE BARON, COLD BLOODED
DAY MY MOTHER DIED. 7 CAPTAIN OF INDUS'

CRYING HIS EYES O

D--DIANA?
CAN IT BE?
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ADDY, YRR < \ = \ / /

WHAT'S X i \ ¥ \ SN,/ V' GIRL, IF THIS '\

WRONG? It - I\ A\ IS ANOTHER OF ]
) | [ = = / YOUR PRANKS,

/l///// I COME TO CHECK ON YOU AND
FIND YOUR BED EMPTY, AND THIS..
WHAT ARE THIS NOTE ON YOUR PILLOW.
8l YOU TALKING 4

ABOUT? 8

YOU THINK THIS IS
4 FUNNYZ A MILLION
| DOLLARS, WHERE'D
YOU COME UP
WITH THAT
FIGURE?

=

0 5
. 4,
[ AnD THAT THE | & Y
Z MASK CAN
e TAKE MORE /\
4 THAN IT GIVES. >
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LOOK, I CONSIDER ¥V YOU EVER
IT PROGRESS. MAYBE ~ CONSIDER
THERE ARE FEWER OF US ?
BECAUSE THE WORLD
NEEDS US LESS.

FELLA A SWELL WIFE.

\“\

\\\\\ MOVIE STAR, POLITICIAN, JOURNALIST, WHATEVER )/
You WANT TO BE. YOU'D SURE MAKE SOME
\

OOK AT

YOU, YOU COULD

WALK AWAY FROM

THIS ANY MINUTE,

KID. TAKE THAT
MASK OFF AND YOU'D
GIVE BETTY GRABLE
A RUN FOR HER

HA! LOOK
AT ME, KID. I'M
PYROMAN 'TIL
THE DAY I DIE.

[ see you
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, SARAH.
I JUST DON'T
WANT TO BE
RECOGNIZED.

TAKE THAT
MASK OFF, GIRL.
YOU'RE TOO
OLD TO PLAY

ZORR

TIME'S CHANGING, YOUR
DADDY SAYS. BAD FOLKS

EVERYWHERE NOW. T'M JUST

Il 3 GOING TO SPY.
| l LIKE THE
ﬁ MOVIES.

N

NOW YOU JUST STAY
UNDER THOSE COVERS.
FATHER COMES TO LOOK IN
ON ME AROUND ELEVEN,
BUT HE NEVER GETS
TOO CLOSE.

DISTANCE FROM THE

STREETS OF TOWN,
BUT THE THICKET OF
DEW-SLICKED BRANCHES
GRASPING AT ME IN
‘THE DARKNESS MADE
IT FEEL LIKE A LONG
JOURNEY.

/ NONSENSE. JUST
s ME? || TELL HIM I INVITED YOU
CATCHESMEZ [ UP FROM THE SERVANT'S
COTTAGE TO SLEEP OVER
AND YOU HAD NO IDEA
I WAS GONE.

SHOULDN'T BE GOING
UP AROUND ANY JUKE
JOINT ANYWAY. YOUR
DADDY WARNED YOU

\ ABOUT THINGS LIKE

THIS, DIANA.

THROUGH THOSE
CAVES ANYMORE.
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'WAS THAT
NECESSARY?

AH, THEY
CAN REBUILD. DIDN'T
WANT TO RUN THE RISK OF
THEM PUTTING IT BACK IN
SERVICE AND STARTING
THIS HOOTENANNY ALL
OVER AGAIN.

BESIDES, THEY
BROADCAST RED
SOX GAMES.

THAT’S THE PROBLEM,
THOUGH, ISN'T IT? SEEMS TO
BE FEWER AND FEWER OF

1 MEAN, ISN'T
US THESE DAYS.

THIS V-MAN'S STOMPING
GROUNDS? DIDN'T HE
ALWAYS GUARD THESE
A SHIPYARDS DURING
THE WAR?

WELL, IT
SEEMS TO
HAVE
WORKED.

SON OF
A GUN. GOOD ONE,
MISS MASQUE.

CAN'T HELP

THINKING THIS WHOLE 9
CAPER WOULD HAVE

WITH HYDROMAN
AROUND.

YEAH, YOU'D THINK
HE'D HAVE DROPPED
EVERYTHING TO WORK
A CASE WITH YOU. BIG

LUMMOX IS SWEET

ON YOU.

COULD HAVE
WEPT THE WHOLE

SEA WITH THE SNAP

OF HIS FINGER. ‘
E—
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h INTO MY HEAD...
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YOU'RE TELLING ME. - Qs s, WHAT I WOULDN'T GIVE FOR
SITTING IN THE COLD TO \§ = . THINGS DO “Jlll ANOTHER CRACK AT SOME BUBBLE-EYED
BUST A BUNCH OF DOPE SEEM RATHER SUBTERRANEAN DICTATOR, OR A GIANT,
PEDDLERS IN NEW JERSEY FLAT MUTATED NAZI APE-MAN.

ISN'T QUITE THE SAME AS [ \ NOWADAYS.

FIGHTING AN ARMADA 7 1 GUESS I
OF MOON MEN AT THE Al 4 v SHOULDN'T
WORLD'S FAR, IS IT? 4 / SAY THAT.

| g y TN THAT'S WHY
ladhatd A 1 LET TIM OFF FOR
THINGS SEEM TO 5 FOOTBALL PRACTICE.
BE EVENING OUT, DON'T / 1 COULD TAKE THESE

HEY? THE THREATS WE | / GUYS BLINDFOLDED.

FACE SEEM TO BE GETTING

more pepestiian AN/ LTI

I'M NOT LIKE
g YOU OR DYNAMIC MAN. I
& DON'T HAVE ANY POWERS,

PER SE, BUT WHEN I'M UNDER J§
STRESS I SOMETIMES ENTER
) A KIND OF FUGUE STATE.

1 REMEMBER. THAT'S HOW WE SO YOU'D EXPECT WITH THINGS SLOWING

BUSTED THAT WHITE SLAVERY GANG DOWN SINCE THE WAR, WITH SO MANY

i RUNNING OUT OF THAT BOARDING 4 OF OUR KIND ON BOTH SIDES JUST SORT

by SCHOOL IN FLORIDA. OF DROPPING OUT, THAT I'D HAVE THESE
SPELLS LESS AND LESS. 4

RIGHT. WHEN I'M
IN THAT TRANCE I CAN SORT THROUGH
ALL KINDS OF INFORMATION--CLUES AND
SUCH--AT HIGH SPEED. I SEE PATTERNS
THAT I WOULDN'T NORMALLY.
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I--I DON'T KNOW. THESE SPELLS COME ON ME
SO FREQUENTLY NOW THAT I DON'T EVEN KNOW
IF I'M HERE RIGHT NOW OR SOMEWHERE
IN THE PAST.

IT'S LIKE THERE'S SOMETHING BIG--BIGGER THAN
THE WAR EVEN--HANGING OVER US ALL, AND
MY MIND IS SPINNING WILDLY TRYING TO
SEE IT BEFORE IT TAKES SHAPE.

\/ o

I UNDERSTAND:

AH, HECK.
THERE’S THE PLANE.
CAN WE PICK UP ON

THIS IN A MINUTE?

SURE. YOU
WANT SOME
COVERING

NAH. T ACTUALLY
LIKE IT WHEN THEY
EMPTY THEIR
PISTOLS ON ME.

THAT LOOK ON
THEIR FACES IS
PRICELESS.
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1 SAID,
WHAT DO YOU
THINK YOU'RE

DOING?

WELL, YOU &
ABOUT GOT YOUR

THINKER BIT

OFF THERE.

IT-IT'S JUST ’ E
THAT SOMETIMES WHEN I'M MY MIND GOES A

[ TRYING TO FIGURE SOMETHING ' MILE A MINUTE AND I
‘ OUT I GO INTO A TRANCE UNTIL ~ SORT OF LOSE MY
A SOLUTION COMES TO ME.

)
h>
I'VE SEEN

p’ ATTACK. SOMETHING
1T BEFORE, KID, ‘OR SOMEONE WE

|\ BUT NOT LIKE &
THAT. . 1 DON'T SEE.

LISTEN,
PYROMAN,
SOMETHING'S
WRONG HERE.

THE DRAGON MEN HAVE
NO MINDS OF THEIR OWN. THEY
WERE COOKED UP IN A TEST TUBE BY THE
BLACK DRAGON SOCIETY TO BE MINDLESS
THRALLS. THEY'VE NEVER EVEN LEFT THE
ISLAND CAPTAIN FUTURE PLACED THEM
ON WHEN HE DESTROYED THEIR MASTERS. /&

) LOOK AT THE
WAY THEY’'RE COMING
ASHORE. THEY SEEM TO
BE CONVERGING ON SOME
POINT INLAND. THEY'RE NOT
NECESSARILY ATTACKING WE
ANYONE AS MUCH AS  NEED TO FIND
SMASHING THOSE IN' | THE SOURCE OF
\ THEIR WAY. THATS CONTROL.
A SIGNAL OR:
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IT’S PULSING AN ULTRA-LOW
FREQUENCY SIGNAL EVERY FIVE !

SECONDS. LOTS OF ANIMALS
S/ COMMUNICATE THROUGH
WHAT DO LOW FREQUENCY SONG.

'\ You MeaN?

I SEE
THE SOURCE. THAT
RADIO TOWER HAS
A MALFUNCTIONING
TRANSMITTER.

YOU

A see RADIO |

WAVES? LOOK WHO'S
TALKING. I WOULD
HAVE NEVER KNOWN TO
LOOK WITHOUT YOUR
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EAVESDROP ON
I MEAN, SOME SABOTEURS, SHOOT
I'M MORE OF © A CHANDELIER DOWN ON
THE PLUCKY  THEM, TURN THEM OVER TO
DETECTIVE A A PATRONIZING DISTRICT o \

TYPE. ATTORgE\/T JI:%T SORT A\ \ \ ST e

[ ¢ i OUT FOR THIS

N BUCK ROGERS

BESIDES,
THESE GUYS |}
AREN'T SO

TOUGH.

LL
PART OF THE
MYSTERY-MAN
GAME, KID.

SOMETHING

TRULY NUTTY CROPS
UP IN YOUR NECK OF
THE WOODS AND THE
COPS HAND IT OFF TO
THE FIRST PERSON
THEY CAN FIND IN
A MASK.

Y _1was N
Y/ TRYING TO
N[ avop THaT,

PYROMAN/
THEY'RE NOT
ANIMALS!

COULD HAVE
FOOLED ME.
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THE
DRAGON PEOPLE

HAVE BEEN LIVING IN
PEACEFUL EXILE SINCE
CAPTAIN FUTURE BUSTED

THE BLACK DRAGON

SOCIETY.

WELL,
LOOKS LIKE
THEY GOT
OVER IT.

TELL YOU WHAT,
FIND A QUIET CORNER
- OF BEACH TO PLAY
B SHERLOCK HOLMES WHILE
I GO SAVE THAT FISHING
CREW YOUR FRIENDLY
LIZARD-MEN SEEM SO

YOU DON'T
UNDERSTAND.
SOMETHING’S
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DON'T

MAKE ME

T,

SH
MARQUI

St

COME ON, SARAH.
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO
SAY, “TO THE DEATH,

SCARAMOUCHE!”

IDON'T
FEEL LIKE IT NO
MORE. THIS CAVE

IS CREEPY.

DIDN'T YOU SAY
THOSE GANGSTERS

THAT WAS AGES AGO. 1
SUPPOSE YOU'D RATHER BE
BACK IN THE KITCHEN HELPING

'YOUR MOTHER PEEL 4
POTATOES.

OR PLAYING
BALL WITH YOUR
BROTHER. HE LETS
ME PITCH, YOU
KNOW.

Il MY Bi6 BROTHER
IS A DISGUSTING
BEAST!

HE JUST WANTS
'YOU TO SLIDE INTO
HOME SO HE CAN

SEE YOUR
UNDERPANTS.

YOU TAKE
THAT BACK,
DIANA!

THAT’'S
MORE LIKE IT/
HAVE AT YOU,

MARQUIS!






OEBPS/images/i007.jpg
- /" STOP!
‘STOP- WE'RE IN

) W& 4
I DIDN'T WANT ANYONE NS
WANDERING AROUND P
IN THOSE BLASTED
1 HAD NO IDEA
g’f CAVERNS. _4 YOl GIRLS WERE \ Omes £
4 WN THERE.





