
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  OPS/images/0001.jpeg





OPS/images/0030.jpeg
DREAM MERCHANT
“This is great reading. The kind of comic

What
They're
Saying
About...

that perfectly blends prose and pencils into

a fantastic fable.”
- Flickering Myth

‘68: JUNGLE JIM

“A must-read for horror fans, ‘68: JUNGLE
JIM #2 is such an incredible visual
experience. It's blood and guts galore in
this installment, which is why the ‘68 series
never disappoints.”

- Bloody Disgusting

JUPITER’S LEGACY

and white.”
- IGN

JUNE 2013

/"-.
'

THE THIRD DEGREE

GREG RUCKAL

Greg Rucka was born in San Francisco and raised
in “Steinbeck Country” on the Central Coast of
California. He began his writing career in earnest at
the age of 10 by winning a county-wide short-story
contest, and hasn't let up since. He graduated from
Vassar College with an A.B. in English and from

the University of Southern California’s Master of
Professional Writing program with an M.F.A.

He is the author of nearly a dozen novels, six
featuring bodyguard Atticus Kodiak, and two
featuring Tara Chace, the protagonist of his Queen
& Country series. Additionally, he has penned
several short stories, countless comics, and the
occasional non-fiction essay. In comics, he has
had the opportunity to write stories featuring some
of the world's best-known characters—Superman,
Batman, and Wonder Woman—as well as penning
several creator-owned properties, such as Whiteout
and Queen & Country. His work has been optioned
several times over, and his services are in high-
demand in a variety of creative fields as a story-
doctor and creative consultant.

Greg resides in Portland, Oregon, with his wife,
author Jennifer Van Meter, and his two children.
He thinks the biggest problem with the world is that
people aren't paying enough attention.

What are you working on right now?2

I'm working on finishing up my next novel, Bravo-
Indigo, the sequel to Alpha that came out last year.
Writing LAZARUS, of course, as well as continuing
work on the webcomic I'm doing with Rick Burchett
and Eric Newsom, Lady Sabre & The Pirates of the
Ineffable Aether (which has to be the unquestionably
worst title I've ever come up with). There's some
television stuff in development, as well, but as with all
things in that part of California, you don't hold your
breath.

What's the best part of your job?
I'm rarely called upon to sit in traffic.

What's the worst part of your job?
When the story fights back.

How did you first discover comics?

At the Nob Hill Market in Salinas, California. You'd
get into the checkout line, and there'd be these tiny
digest-sized black-and-white reprints of the the Kirby/
Lee Incredible Hulk. | did the whole hang-on-your-
mother's-arm-until-she-relents to convince her to buy
me one. She did. Read that thing to tatters. | was
maybe five.

If you weren't working in comics, what would you
be doing?

I'd like to think I'd still be a storyteller, that I'd still be
writing. There'd probably be more novels and fewer
editors who're concerned about my deadlines.

=

What's the best thing a fan has ever said to you?

It's not the kind of thing one quotes. But it's
consistent. Every now and again, someone will
approach me at a con or email me or similar and tell
me that something | wrote helped them - got them
through a bad day, or a bad patch, or let them see
a way through their darkness. It means everything
to hear that. Writers work so often in a vacuum. It's
gratifying as hell to hear that what you've done has
actually, literally, improved another's life in some
way, no matter how smaill.

Who is the biggest influence on your work?
Douglas Adams. Though you can hardly tell.

What is the single work of which you're most proud?

| genuinely don't have one, though | know that's a
cop-out. If you tied me to a chair and beat me with
the hoses, I'd have to say Gotham Central, especially
the "Half a Life" arc with Michael Lark.

What was the last comic book you bought?
SAGA by BKV and Fiona Staples.

What are three of the most important things in life to you?
Oooh, here come the clichés! My family - my bride
and our children; my friends, the ones who are true,
who have remained true through dark and light; and
honesty, frankly. | admire those who tell the truth when
no one wants to hear it, and | wish there were more of
them. | wish | could honestly count myself among them.

What's the strangest thing you have in your house?

| have asigned baton from the US Army's precision
parachuting team, the Golden Knights. They used it
during an exhibition. It got passed between members
in freefall.

What is your favorite film of all time?

Again, there's not just one. Using the chair-and-rubber
hose technique, I'd have to call it a three-way tie
between The Conversation, Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid, and Silence of the Lambs.

Whom do you trust to be honest about your work?
My literary agent - and also one of my best friends -
David Hale Smith.

What is the best advice you've ever received?
Concentrate on your craft. Ignore everything else if at
all possible.

What would you like to see happen in comics in the
next 12 monthse

| want less coverage of events and the antics of the
Big Two, and | want to see more fans reaching out to
embrace everything that's on offer beyond spandex.

| want more books about more things, not the same
books about the same things with a new coat of paint.
| want to see fans getting angry, and then acting on
that anger, about the way they've been treated. They
deserve better, and until they demand better, they're
not going to get it.

For the latest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com
(2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twitter (@imagecomics)

“Together, Millar and Quitely have
constructed a world as rich and vibrant

as our own, peopled with individuals who
are neither heroes nor villains. JUPITER'S
LEGACY looks to be the sort of book that
explores the shades of gray between black

the il word

CHIN MUSIC

WHAT'S

LAZARUS #1

FATALE #15

ED BRUBAKER SEAN PHILLIPS

SAGA VOLUME 2

“CHIN MUSIC #1 has solid story to it, filled
with mobsters and mysticism. The payoff for
this comic is much more than | anticipated
early in my reading of it. Truly, this is the
stuff comics should be made of.”

- Comic Book Resources

NEXT

In a dystopian near-
future, government

is a quaint concept,
resources are coveted,
and possession is 100%
of the law. A handful of
Families rule, jealously
guarding what they
have and exploiting the
Waste who struggle to
survive in their domains.
Forever Carlyle defends
her family’s holdings
through deception and
force as their protector,
their Lazarus. Shot dead
defending the family
home, Forever's day
goes downhill from
there....

A new arc begins!
FATALE finally arrives
in modern times,

as Nicolas Lash's
research from his
prison cell draws out
old enemies. And
him with nowhere
left to run. And
remember each
issue of FATALE
contains extra
content, articles
and artwork that
are not available
anywhere but the
printed single issues.

#11

Having faced the
wrath of The Hook,
Peter and the Lost
Boys join forces
with the Braves in
guerilla warfare
from their secret
hideout in the
Sticks. This time,
Felix is the man
with the memories,
and as Mr. Parsons
soon learns, he's not
eager to revisit that
life. A NEW STORY
ARC BEGINS HERE!
PERFECT JUMPING
ON POINT!

Collecting the epic second
storyline of the smash

hit series Entertainment
Weekly called “the kind of
comic you get when truly
talented superstar creators
are given the freedom

to produce their dream
comic.” Thanks to her star-
crossed parents Marko
and Alana, newborn

baby Hazel has already
survived lethal assassins,
rampaging armies, and
alien monstrosities, but

in the cold vastness of
outer space, the little girl
encounters her family's
greatest challenge yet: the
grandparents.

Image Comics@and its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc.
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Awesome exit from Angel though. My homie said she looked like kid rock
at the Super Bowl. I shot him with my god gun.

Awesome work, man, keep it up. Lookin’ forward to Cutthroat Kid.
I'would go off about the new lettering but I think I have made my point heard
on the message boards. And for all you people who aren’t on the boards, join.
We have a lot of fun talking nerdity, psychology and bulls***. Plus Gavin
and Erik and Frank and the whole lot of um are pretty cool about answering
questions.

Your lowness,

MC Timmy
PS. Gavin. Impressed.

The lettering took a couple issues to hit it. Actually one. I thought
#187 was hitting on all cylinders.
And Gavin thanks you.

Erik,

I really liked SD 186, better than a few of its immediate predecessors.
With Dragon in jail and Angel going her own way, it looks like the book is
moving into another accessible phase, where new readers could jump in with
relative ease. That was the real coup of 185 - while the trial coverage was
fragmented, it was a natural way to recap a lot of recent continuity. I thought
that was pretty brilliant.

An era has certainly ended with Chris E. returning to the fold, providing
fonts instead of hand-lettering. But hey, you could be doing worse. Maybe it’s
the context of your art, maybe it’s because my eyes are so tuned to the Larsen
aesthetic, but Chris’ computer generated lettering in 186 looked incredibly
organic. It’s nice to have the guy back. I noticed that Tom did Angel’s balloon
on the cover; was that a sly farewell to Mr. Orzechowski? As for Nikos” and
Mike’s side of things, I love the textural components they’re bringing in, like
the backgrounds on page 7. Nice pop there.

The only thing that seemed awry in this issue was that spread on pages 10
and 11. While the last page certainly clarifies what’s going on there, and while
it is a stunning piece of art, I think that in the interest of accommodating
new readers, it could have benefited from a few captions, explaining who
Tyrraneans are, and what it is that we’re seeing. Savage Dragon thrives
on crazy, outta-left-field plot developments, but a little extra clarity there
couldn’t have hurt. A minor crit.

STOKED to see the Claw! What an awesome villain! I was curious about
his power set, I guess he can grow? Is he like a Growing Man type guy, he
increases in size at every blow, or does he will the change? I definitely love
how ruthless you'’re playing him. Excited to see where that one goes. Ditto
with the Vicious Circle kids. They struck me as a neat counterpart to the
Little Wise Guys. Intentional or not, I liked that parallel.

Thanks for another great issue.

Justin Crouse

Thank you! The double page spread with the big attack was intended
to be jarring, and yes, it may have been especially so to a new reader I
felt that Lorella’s appearance at the end answered enough questions that
it wasn’t too nonsensical when all was said and done.

And actually the balloon on the cover was me using Artie Simek
lettering.

Hey Erik,

So, Savage Dragon 186 is in the can and wheels are in motion.

This issue definitely felt like a story that was getting things warmed up for
something bigger. First we got our first real look at The Claw in action. He is
obviously very powerful, slapping around Powerhouse like he was a normal
person.

Sad to see Powerhouse getting his ass kicked again, but it definitely shows
us just how freakin’ powerful Claw is.

Whose guts was he ripping out on page 12?

T loved the “yellow menace” bit to, and it didn’t feel forced, unlike a lot
of jokes in comics. And at his size by the end, how the hell is he able to hide?
What are his powers, anyway?

Dragons people are pretty much dead...already. To be honest, I was kinda
thinking/hoping we wouldn’t be seeing them for a while. But, I figure you
must have something up your sleeve, so I will reserve judgment for now.
Don’t steer me wrong now, sir!

Angel is off to join the S.0.S. That’s just so strange. Wasn’t it just
yesterday she was running around, having fun with Mister Glum? Sigh. They
grow up so fast. Hey, where is Glum anyway? He has to be up to no good,
right? To say nothing of Evil Angel.

Sadly no Dung this issue, but he has...kids?? Of a sort. We need a Dung
and Family one shot! And a Deadly Duo mini/ongoing/guest appearance!

Overall, a solid issue, that I think will take us in interesting/exciting
new directions. Sometimes how wonder how you juggle so many threads/
characters. You are a master. And that’s why I keep coming back every
month! Keep up the good fight,

Don Smith
Vancouver, BC, Canada

The guts on page 12 belonged to a new villain Super-Spillage and I’'m
sure he would have been a huge hit if not for that murderous bastard the
Claw. Damn him!

The Claw’s powers seemed to change with every Golden Age
appearance but I’ve been sticking with Atomic-powered eyes and the
ability to change size at will.

Dear Erik,

I’ve been constantly reading comics for over 27 years now, Marvel is home
to most of my favorite characters, but Dragon stands shoulder to shoulder
with them in my heart. At one point when my daughter was new born, I cut
down all my books (over 40 a month) to 2, Hulk and Savage Dragon. Now I
am breaking up with Marvel completely, not all at once, not from the past, but
T’ve dropped most of my books and I'm waiting out a few storylines on my
all time favorite books, but I will drop them too. Not because of the stories
or artists, but because of the corporate machine that has been flooding the
market with too many books, the same kind of books, and for the high cover
price, as well as re-launching to number 1 and having Wolverine or Spider-
Man or Iron Man in every single book. I used to be able to keep up with all
the characters I wanted to, I could see the universe fit together, but now it is
chaos.

Anyways, why am I telling you this? I'm writing each Marvel title
as I drop them, explaining why I'm leaving, “Excelsior No More!” is the
headline, and every time I drop books (which I hate doing!) I give all of the
ones I'm reading a harsher look, to see what else should go...and Savage
Dragon once again is safe from elimination. I love the book, but it always
seems like it is one I want to cut, it’s the only Image book from the Founders
that I collect, and it seems like a book with one creator for so long should be
losing steam, but man, it is still red-hot!

I am a big Malcolm fan (I have made a few requests for a hero name and
costume, since most powered people in the area seem to follow this pattern,
other than his dad, although I like Dragon not having one, it’d be nice to
see Malcolm try one out, tribute to his mom or something) and Angel. In
fact, the huge supporting cast and their awesome stories add so much to
the book, it’s like having a mini-comic universe in one title. I do wish the
market realized how incredible these books are and that the sales numbers
were strong enough to support Freak Force and other limited series, because
these characters are above and beyond a lot of other books, but people like
the old me are part of the problem. I disliked the $3.99 on Marvel’s most
popular books, then they keep launching more and more titles, the Avengers
has always been my favorite corner of Marvel, but now there are way too
many books with the word “Avengers” in the title. A year or two, I dropped
all my DC books so I could keep getting the Marvel titles. Even that wasn’t
enough, so I dropped Spider-Man, which hurt, and a few other Marvel books
that I’ve collected since 1986. Missing those stories hurt at first, but then I
realized life goes on. I can quit Marvel and be okay. So I'm doing it. Another
reason I wrote this to you...you still have a letters page and sometimes great
debates about issues fans face happen on your page, so I'm curious how many
other “zombies” are starting to wake up.

I have great books like Savage Dragon to read. I'm loving what Valiant is
doing. Thad a comic shop from 1993 to 1995, I was there when Image brought
new readers and collectors into the store, when Valiant self destructed, and
when Marvel flooded the market and almost crashed the entire industry. I'm
not going to help them do it this time. Thanks for producing a consistent,
high quality book that always keeps me guessing, on the edge of my seat,
even angers me sometimes because I care about the characters (Alex!!). Just
finished 186 and that last page...oh man! Can’t wait to see what happens next,
but I will be here to find out.

Thank you!

J. Kingman

Cool deal. It’s kind of an amazing thing but I’'m having more fun than
ever on this book! Crazy, I know but I can’t wait to do more issues of the
book!

Hey Erik,

Not sure if I wrote you in the past about issues, but I wanted to ask a few
questions regarding past issues and issue 186 as well.

First off, I started reading at the beginning with the miniseries and
followed along for years. I tailed off with high school but came back over
the past few years. I have been slowly working my way through the back
catalogue and am almost caught up.

1. So Daredevil and The Claw are public domain characters. Was the
Claw  Daredevil’s archenemy and will you, or have you, revisited their
origins?

2. I started back up with Dragon Wars and am up to This Savage World
in the back catalogue, I have to say that it was awesome to see that WildStar
vision about Malcolm in the Space Suit from the early issues finally come to
light. T always wondered what was going to happen. Did you just draw that
up and figure out the middle as you went or did you have that plotted out for
the long run?

3. You said in an interview with ComicBook.com that the Vicious Circle
doesn’t work well without a leader and that we just haven’t seen who is in
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charge yet...is it someone we know or a new character?
4. So Angel is gone to S.0.S and it sounds like she will be off the book for
a little while, any chance of a S.0.S story for the back SD? Be nice to maybe
catch up with them.
Thanks again,
Joe Gillespie

1: Daredevil’s origin was reprinted in issue #150, the Claw’s origin
can be found online (it is in the public domain, after all) and yes, they
were archenemies back in the day.

2: A bit of each. The idea was there and I had a lot of waiting to do in
order to work it in.

3: It’s someone we know. Firepower, actually.

4: We’ll touch on the team from time to time. I’'m going to give it
sometime so we can miss them but they’ll be around.

Gavin Higginbotham wasn’t always the editor of this book. At one time
he was merely Savage Dragon’s most-obsessed fan. This next letter came
from him some time ago and I’ve been sitting on it and waiting for a
time when I had ample room to respond. That time has come at long last.

Hey Erik,

I’ve not written one of these letters begging for characters to be named for
a few months so I figured I’d do it again. It’s not like you don’t have anything
better to do than naming 80 or so obscure background characters just so I can
write up bios for them for the SD Wiki. Ha!

So, let’s get right into it!

THE DRAGON #1 — when Dragon first arrives on the force there’s three
villains that he kicks the crap out of: a bearded dude with a chain wrapped
around his shoulder, a guy in a red costume and a man that looks kinda like
your Killer Commando character but with a cheaper-looking costume.

Lone Rider, Red Ruckus and Bradley Peckerwood (why he chose to
keep his real name instead of choosing some cool super-villain moniker
remains one of life’s mysteries).

SD #11 — the scientist who is looking into Dragon’s origin and is later
killed by the Tyrraneans

Dilbert Diisseldorf.

SD #17 — the inventor of the Dragon-Slayers

Harry Hyman.

SD #23 — the green-skinned creature from the black lagoon VC member
present when DownLoad gets his ass-kicked.

Lagoombah.

SD #24 — a yellow-skinned freak with a bit of a pig nose, a badass-looking
black man, a grey-skinned goth-type with big blue eyes, a freak who looks
like they’ve been poked in the ass and whose face is shadowed and a cat-like
woman who may actually be Tigress from SD #146

Yellow Trevor, Charlie Triumph, Walleye, Ruby Friday and that is
Tigress.

SD #34 — 3 prominent Undead monsters: the nosferatu vampire, the
Frankenstein’s Monster, the bluey-grey guy with bolts going up his skull

Nosferatu, Frankenstein’s Monster (Duke Frankenstein) and Gimp.

SD #40 — just what were Stephenson and Hawkins’s first names?

Derrick and Nat.

SD #45 — the Gods! We have: the god who threw the rock that smacked
down Dragon’s flying saucer and then tore through its walls, the purple cow-
headed guy, the guy with a golden chest plate, the multi-limbed blue-skinned
woman that isn’t Armstrong, the metal bellied bald god.

Trevor Hairlip, Ramm, Ooga Booga, Aztech Annie, Pud.

We also have the gods who attempt to take Debbie away: there’s a skull-
faced guy with red hair, a blue-faced one with a gold head-dress, a skull-
faced guy in a cloak and an Egyptian type guy.

Darkseed, Kimchee, Death’s Head, Shireeka.

SD #46 — More gods! We have the 3 from the cover who later get killed
by the Tyrraneans: a bald one with a purple beard, an orange guy with a top
knot ponytail, another one with a top-knot but also has metal coated arms.
Plus, there’s the other female SOS recruit that isn’t Lightning. Also due for a
return.

Grunch, Crunch, Deryll, and she’s Sheryl Kim, also called Wrath.

There’s also a bat-eared guy who also shows up in #108 as (I think) the
tour guide, and a red-bloated mess of a god.

Gink and Saag.

We also have the SOS member who is later present in #52 when the God
Squad attack. He vanished and is probably due a return.

Thrash.

SD #54 — the grey-bearded badass warrior god jumping into battle
alongside Thor

That’s Odin’s brother Ve

SD #56 — Some VC guys with Bloop and Animal: the rhino-horned
behemoth, the red-haired and pale-skinned woman, the demonic looking
red-skinned guy.

Rhinoceros, Screaming Lola and Schemer.

SD #59 — the warden of Stronghold who dies the next issue

Donald Pillsbury.

SD #64 — the red monster that attacks She-Dragon in the supermarket

Devil Doug.

SD #69 — Several gods: the big-horned, furry shouldered guy, the brown-
bearded god with metallic gauntlets

Vladdik and Fandarynn.

SD #76 — the “Kamandi” Rats member and we have Rakko’s unfed
master.

'Wild Boy and Grayface.

SD #87 — We have the fish monster that attacks Dragon and the hippies.
There is also several gods: the Jesus-looking guy that leads Dragon to meet
Herakles, the skier who is torn in half in #180, the flying woman with big
helmet horns who is back in #179, the red costumed guy flying behind the
skier, the blue costumed flier that is killed in #180.

Morris, Messiah, White Racer, Paula Debris, Cosmic Ray and Ned
Hercules.

SD #88 — The young gods: the cloaked Doctor Doom-masked guy who is
decapitated in #180, the loin cloth wearing bearded bald guy, the big breasted
corset wearing goddess and the little alien-looking dude.

Grimlock, Reddik, Tyrra and Tad.

SD #89 — Bob’s mother

Barbara Kearney.

SD #97 — a big-headed god who is present when Dragon is presented to
Herakles. He is also seen in #108

Charlie Brawn.

SD #100 — We have two gods: the yellow-skinned, horn-chinned flier with
big wings coming from his helmet and the purple-goddess who may actually
be the woman mentioned for #87.

Heimrokk, and Seela.

In the back-up where Overlord is killed, we have a VC member that wears
a full-body costume and a green cloak over it.

That’s actually his skin. Blue Don.

SD #104 — the fleshy monster that gate-crashes Dragon’s wedding and the
giant green monster that interrupts the honeymoon

Cecil Cellulite and Gargantuan Gecko.

SD #105 — the monster that Mister Glum unleashes from Dimension-X

Brakkus.

SD #115 — the new VC members have a bunch of unnamed inductees.
When the interior of the mansion is seen there is a white-skinned guy with
circles over his body, the blue-skinned guy with big horns and another
guy with patterns all over his face. There’s also a green-skinned guy with
spikes on his shoulders, a blue-guy with gun-hands who shoots Hotwire, the
cybernetic flaming-headed DeathMask replacement

‘White Trash, Bighorn, Sterno, Toad-man, Gunman and SkullFire.

SD #175 — the tree monster that Dragon kills when traveling with the
Krylans

Tree monsters have no names or language so “Tree Monster” will do
as well as anything.

SD #176 — Spoon’s girlfriend

Brenda Funk.

SD #179 — Two new VC guys: the blue-skinned goon present when
Brutalizer is confronted by Overlord and the blonde with white shoulder
pads who charges down the Tyrraneans alongside Hazard.

Blue Chuck and Warren Pieces.

SD #181 — the freak who confronts Overlord about dooming the Vicious
Circle

Hell Eyes.

So... I think that may finally be all of them! Until next time!

Thanks!
Gavin Higginbotham

That’s enough of that. From here on out we can put names on them as
they appear.

-Erik Larsen
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of a cartoony Angel with a rendered nose sitting on top of a dot nose. It
looks like she put on a nose rings between panels! That aside, the colors were
fantastic. I like that the panel of Frank and Tierra kissing has a bright pink
background. In fact, in the very panel of Angel I just complained about, I like
that the background is a flat gray. You should do an issue totally playing to
the strengths of your coloring team: Dragon fights a monster on Everest in
the afternoon while Malcolm fights a robot in the desert at dusk while Angel
fights a super villain inside a volcano. I’d buy it!
A few quick notes:
Zip-a-tone patterns all over the place! The art felt a little richer and more
textured than usual.
It’s nice to see a huge letter column again. It was like its own backup
story.
I’'m glad Dragon was found guilty. That should lead to some good stories.
Looking forward to #186,
Nick Burgess
Allston MA

Thanks for that. Not enough readers take the time to comment on the
color and I know those guys are are as starved for attention as the rest of
us!

Erik,

What can I say? The trial was AWESOME. Another great passage of
time issue reminiscent of Issue #144. I feel bad for Angel...given her “end
of the world plan” didn’t work out and now Frank has moved on and gotten
married..which is cool by the way...given he is the first of the kids born
during the series to A. Get married and B. Produce a kid...kudos to keep the
generations going. Here’s hoping you have Stan Lee longevity and produce
a few more generational tales man! And sparking from my first letter to
you...we see (for a panel) Alex for the first time in years! Awesome...she still
rocking her Halle Berry cut I see. Thanks for keeping it going Erik..I'm
trying to get my art mojo back after losing my mom November 6th last
year. Holidays birthday and my parents’ anniversary (Valentine’s Day) have
already been a bummer for my dad and 1. Thankful for you and all these
talented artist friends of mine for keeping me motivated. Until next time.

Norv Henry aka Slim Jim Longfoot

Sorry to hear about your mom, guy. That’s never a fun time.

Dear Erik,

My 3 year old son, who sleeps with a plush Mr. Glum near his bed, has
requested a Mr. Glum theme song set to the tune of the old Spider-Man
cartoon theme....any ideas?

Best,

Michael Murphey

Try this on for size:

Mr. Glum, Mr. Glum,

Does whatever has to be done
‘Wrings a neck, any size,

Kill monsters just like flies
Look Out!

Here comes oI’ Mr. Glum.

Is he strong?

Listen bro,

That robot suit’s not just for show.
Can he can Kkill his foes dead?

The grave will soon be their bed
Hey, there

There goes oI’ Mr. Glum.

In the chill of night

At the scene of a crime
He’ll be hauling loot
Out of there just in time.

Mr. Glum, Mr. Glum

Planet conquering Mr. Glum
‘Wealth and fame

He’s enjoyed

Dictator, self-employed.

To him, life is a great big conquest
‘Whenever there’s a blood fest
You’ll find oI’ Mr. Glum.

Erik,

I think you may have just produced my favorite issue of Savage Dragon
ever. (Well, okay, God v. The Devil will always be my absolute favorite but
SD #185 may well be my favorite of the past fifteen or so years.)

Where do I begin? First, the cover. A bunch of shadowy strangers staring
in judgment at an isolated, vulnerable, and transparent Dragon. Yeah, that’s
pretty much what going in front of a jury feels like and kudos to you for
portraying those emotions so succinctly. Now, let’s move on to the story.
Rather than spending the entire book dwelling on the intricacies of Dragon’s
trial, I liked how you interspersed the key points of the trial with the slice-
of-life moments depicting our other dramatis personae. Thanks to the
movies and television, we tend to forget that a trial is only one facet (albeit
an important one) of someone’s life and, for everyone outside of the trial, life
still moves on.

About the only complaint I have with the issue is your inclusion of
several one panel fight scenes within some of the vignettes. While I can
understand your need to break up the “talking heads” with some action, I
feel it detracted from the introspective and personal nature of the rest of
the book. Although I am sure you have done such an issue in the past, it
would have been interesting to see this issue created entirely without fight
scenes, and would serve as the perfect rebuttal to all of those critics who, way
back when, characterized the title as nothing more than a 22-page slugfest.
(Although, I must admit, I find it darkly humorous that many of Image’s
most outspoken critics couldn’t get arrested in today’s marketplace. Ah, the
vagaries of performing work-for-hire for a capricious corporate monolith.)

Although I will freely admit that I have not written in a while, seeing that
blank page in issue #181 truly disturbed me. With the comics industry in the
state it is, and since so many titles have stopped providing a published forum
for us fans to provide feedback to our favorite creators, all of us (myself
included) need to keep showing our support for the books that we do care
about and to keep taking advantage of the opportunity to make our voices
heard.

And that’s about it. There are very few titles coming out about which
I can get excited, and Savage Dragon is probably the only one that can get
me to make a special trip to the funnybook store, so please keep up the good
work, Erik. T picked up the original Image mini-series way back when,
lost interest for a while, picked up the title sporadically, and then became
a regular reader at issue sixty-something-or-other so (at this point) I think
you’re stuck with me for the duration.

Joe Novak

‘Worse things could happen, I’'m sure.

Hey Erik,

The Verdict, #185, wasn’t an issue I was particularly looking forward to,
but I was pleasantly surprised. Pretty dang cool cover with the overall feel of
a courtroom artist drawing. Very cool that you left the under drawing.

The first thing I immediately noticed when reading was the layout. For
most of the pages there was an alternating larger panel at the top or bottom of
the page, with nine or more smaller panels. You were able to pull off a lot of
character dialog and keep it interesting. When given the courtroom subject
matter it could have made for a dull issue. But, it assuredly wasn’t!

One small thing I really liked artistically is on page two. I like
incorporating it into my own work as well, is leaving white flecks behind in
solid black areas. Reminds me of the sweet, sweet inks of I believe Alfredo
Alcala over Don Newton’s pencils on Batman titles of the early 1980’s.

Man, the prosecution really socked it to Dragon, and Judge Coffin
essentially put the last nail in his coffin by putting the hammer down with
the guilty verdict. To quote Angel at the very end of the issue, “This is where
it all goes to hell.”

I say bring it on, because it’s making for some very interesting thought
provoking comics. If a sentencing of execution were to be passed down, I
wonder what Dragon’s last meal request would be? Is he a succulent chicken
sandwich kind of guy?

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

If it was me--that would be my choice.

Hi Erik,

I’'m sitting here with the onset of a head cold (blurg) and I thought I’d
take a few minutes to write and perhaps actually contribute to the book’s
physical letter column instead of just posting my thoughts on the message
board. Crazy, I know.

The short version: I liked Savage Dragon #185 a lot. I know you killed
yourself getting this one done, but as a reader, I can see where those efforts
were well spent. It was one of the most solidly engaging issues of the entire
run. (Other personal favorites: #8, #27, #59, #144, and #175. I tend to prefer
the “getting to know you” issues over the slugfests.)

It’s funny, when the “Emperor Dragon” story finished out with our hero

jumping back in time with Darklord, I was pretty annoyed. I thought it was a

cheat. (Let’s be honest. Going back in time and changing things IS a cheat!)
One of the things I’ve always found refreshing about your approach on this
book is that actions have consequences. Now, twenty or so issues later, it’s
fairly obvious that Dragon didn’t quite cheat hard enough! Only undoing the
final stages of what Kurr did means that those earlier actions do still have
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consequences, and that’s why I’'m not the least bit surprised by the way the
verdict came out.

Conflict, of course, is what great stories are made from and man vs.
society (vis-a-vis the law) playing out in Savage Dragon ought to make for
pretty excellent reading in the future.

Good luck, green eyes.

Greg Aubry
Ferndale, MI

I always worry about the more talky issues because that seems to be
the biggest beef readers have with most comics these days--that they’re
all talk and no action.

Hey there,

So old Ronald Winston Urass finally showed his cracked ugly face. He
oughta cover that up with...oh I don’t know maybe something like a Dread
Knight helmet.

A guilty verdict was the only possible outcome. That was just too much
for any jury to buy. An acquittal would’ve seemed silly. Wait a minute Casey
Anthony is free...so
just forget what I just said. Funny how comic book fiction can seem far less
stranger than the real world.

How about a Dragon in prison story arc followed by a prison break and
fugitive story arc? If you do you need to get Mako sent to prison to be his cell
mate. Putting them on a chain gang would be even better.

See you in Savage Dragon#186

Douglas Nelson,
Sulphur

There’s some jail action coming shortly—followed by...
But that would be telling.
Needless to say...it’ll be pretty kick ass. Be there, won’t you...?

Hey Erik,

Ok, just when I think you can’t surprise me, you go and do it again. The
sad part? I’'m sure you’re going to hear those exact same words from me again
in a few months. Still that’s always a sign for great writing. Can’t really go
wrong with that.

That being said, the double page spread with the Tyrraneans? Made my
jaw drop. Literally. Once I was able to put my jaw back in place, guess what?
It dropped again. Not a single word was written down on those two pages, but
there was so much emotion, so much there without a word even being uttered.
I figured Krull to be safe. He’s Dragons other son after all. I figured he and
Malcolm would be eating at Red Lobster a few years down the line. Still, you
went and surprised me and proved me wrong once again. Dragon not only
inadvertently caused all his people to be killed off, but he caused them to go
out in the most brutal fashion that one’s mind could imagine. You’re the king
of gore and seeing Krull’s dismembered corpse was brutal. Still, one of the
staples of Savage Dragon is its gore and death. Krull was a bit of a goofball,
but he had a good heart. You would want him to die in his sleep instead of
being shred to pieces by an alien revenge squad. Oh well, that’s the nature
of the beast. As for Dragon, will he ever catch a break? Lorella is coming to
bang him and he’s stuck in the can? Damn.

The Claw! He’s back! I just love this guy and who you’re turning him
into. I'm hoping his war on the Vicious Circle doesn’t end too quickly as they
need some thinning out. Every single time you kill one of their members
you introduce two to take their place. There are so many! Speaking of the
VC, the bond growing between Powerhouse and Flash Mercury is awesome.
It’s been so long since Powerhouse has been a regular and it’s great seeing
him appear more often than not. Hoping that doesn’t change as he’s such a
complex character that’s become a huge fan favorite.

Question time! These questions are going to be a bit different as I figured
instead of having Gavin lose his sanity and send you giant letters with
hundreds of characters that need to be named, maybe I could send one your
way every 5 months or so and get some of the newer characters named. Well
here goes.

1. Savage Dragon #182: The wrinkly guy next to Dung, as well as the dark
complexioned bat guy and the lighter skinned short bat guy?

2. Savage Dragon # 184: The short dude who took Flash’s mask? He was
also in issue #45.

3. Savage Dragon #185: The young lawyer, horn head that Angel knocks
out, and the blue dude Malcolm beats up?

4. Savage Dragon #186: The two rats who also appeared in issue #119.
The one crawling on the floor with a horn helmet, and the first dude the Claw
knocks through a window?

5. Bonus question. Looks like Bug Guy has joined the VC in their attack
against the VC. Is it safe to assume that the rats are now with the VC?

Well Erik, enough of my rambling. Another great issue smacks us directly
in the face, but I wouldn’t have it any other way. Oh, and the Zeek back-up
by Gavin/Frank was awesome. Gavin has the same penchant for gore in the
pages of Savage Dragon as I do, so this was right up my alley! Awesome that
you let Gavin play in your playground for a bit. Thanks again for doing what
you do. Life would be much more dull without Savage Dragon.

Sincerely,
Benny Hasa

1: Sourpuss, Battle Bat and Morbid.

2: Gripe.

3: Peter Palmer, Beezel Bub and Blue Demon.

4: Sonic Headgear and Grudge.

5: Some are. The Danger Zone has been largely cleared out at this
point. Many joined the Vicious Circle but a few fled for the Bad Lands.

Erik,

Savage Dragon #186 is another solid issue of entertainment! You're
setting up so may interesting plots, I can’t wait to see them play out.

Very interesting friendship between Flash Mercury and Powerhouse. I
have always liked Powerhouse, he seems like a very smart guy and generally
understands the situation. I loved his crack about being the king of no
respect. And what’s up with the “Spectacular Dragon”? He seems like he
wants to do the right thing, but it just hasn’t worked out for him yet. And
how strong is he when he’s wearing his mask, is he able to go toe to toe with
Powerhouse? Malcolm?

I also really liked the Vicious Circle, the next generation. OpenFace jr.
just looks so creepy wearing that baseball cap. I think these guys will make
great villains for Malcolm. It’s only logical, if the book is going to move in
‘real time’ more or less, we should see the sons and daughters of Dragon’s
foes also.

And the offspring of Dung? Who the hell would have sex with him?!

The Yellow Claw is shaping up to be a major villain. I'm so glad we’re
getting a
real super villain who is truly an evil bastard! No misguided heroics, just a
real bad guy who revels in being bad! By the way he tore apart the Vicious
Circle and beat the crap out of the heroes, he certainly is powerful. Two
things I'm looking forward to, what will his ultimate plan be, somebody like
him won’t settle for anything less than world domination. And I can’t wait
to see his origin. I'm not sure if anything has been established but I'm sure
you’ll put an interesting spin on how he came to be. And I really love the way
he looks! Just a great villain.

But the big bombshell in this issue is the fate of the Krylans! The Tyrrus
Combine has returned and slaughtered almost all of Dragon’s race! Wow, I
didn’t see that coming. So what’s Dragon going to do, ignore their plight and
stay in jail? Escape prison and go back into space and restart his species (I'm
sure he’d enjoy that!) Or something else? Can’t wait to see!

Just a few more quick points before I sign off.

1) How strong is Daredevil these days, is he still peak human or is he
gaining super strength from his blood transfusion from Battle Girl?

2) The art in Savage Dragon has never looked better, whether it’s a super
battle with the Claw or just Malcolm and Maxine hanging out.

3) And speaking of Maxine, I really like her! I like the character and I like
how well she compliments Malcolm. Every issue I keep my fingers crossed
that she isn’t going to die.....

4) Seriously, who would have sex with Dung??

Thanks again for another great issue, take care and I'll see you next
month.

Don Massi
25 Thompson Ave.
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059

1: He’s stronger than before but not at a ridiculous level. Her blood
has helped.

2: Thanks.

3: I like her too, actually. She’s been kind of a surprise to me.

4: Who said anything about sex?

Your highness,

I am always astonished at what you can do in 20 pages. The last issue
kicked serious @$$. For starters thanks for so much Powerhouse (is he
aging?) And the Flash Mercury jokes never get old.

At first T was skeptical about the Vicious Circle’s kids taking over and
then I started thinking...the Vicious Circle is essentially the mob of your
universe, and in the mob the children do take over their parents’ spots. So
good move. OpenFace’s son wearing a ball cap is awesome. And hiding one
of Dung’s kids (awesome names, by the way) was pretty cool. Reminds me
of the early Spidey stuff with MJ’s face being hidden. Best of all though you
have included the Claw! The f***ing Claw in SD! It’s like heaven, assuming
such a place really does exist ha, ha. Probably the biggest threat yet.. just as
the Claw should be.

I really appreciate all of Daredevil’s face time as well. To my knowledge
he hasn’t beaten the Claw yet so I hope he has a hand in his downfall.

Awesome splash page too. Kurr half ripped open...awesome.

I really like where your going with Thunder-Head. His father always
seemed so evil so I like the fresh perspective of someone with conflict.
WAIT!!!! NOW SHE’S LEAVING!!!
JERK!!!!! WITHOUT GIVING US A DAREDEVIL JR...!I!!! (yes, I want
you to just jump right into it.)
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there. I will take his ship’s effects for a good enough reason for the slowed
down aging process.

The Claw!!! I don’t know if Daredevil ever fought him but I'm looking
forward to seeing how this will work out. Now this is fascinating; if I recall
correctly, the Claw started as the Yellow Claw and had a more human
appearance, albeit significantly tweaked in a racist caricature of what was
seen as how an Asian person would be depicted in the late ‘30s/early ‘40s.
Then various publishers tweaked him as they used him, some keeping “The
Yellow” and others dropping. The ones that dropped “the yellow” had him
morph into a more monstrous looking creature. Why was he buried in
Chicago?

Crumbs, Frank Jr. He was terrified, I realize. I imagine compared to the
other incidents that have happened to this world, this must have been the
worst considering that All God had to be involved. And now, if she decides
to keep it (why are there so few abortions in comics? Milestone’s Icon and
Rocket and Kochalka’s SuperF*ckers are the only ones off the top of my
head where abortion was discussed as option taken) I can see Frank Jr. being
honorable enough to be willing to work to take care of the kid. All the more
reason for him to join the police force as soon as possible. I hope he doesn’t
get killed. I really like this character.

The attempts to explain Dragon’s behavior during his time as Kurr and
how Kurr came to be. Sheesh. Was this a feud between your writer and artist
selves again? The dialogue does illustrate why it is a complicated situation
but if I were a new reader, I'd probably have been extremely confused. But it
does drive home the point that it’s a complicated situation. He wasn’t himself
but, how can you convince a casual person on a jury stand? Having failed to
be selected for jury duty multiple times, I realize that the prosecution will do
all it can to get people who won’t understand or even won’t have sympathetic
feelings towards Dragon. At the same time, I find it hard for them to find
jurors who will not have been affected by everything Dragon did. I can
see this ending horribly for him or ending with the system shrugging its
shoulders saying that he’s done too much good and they can’t make a choice
on him.

Also, congratulations to Gavin! Cheers on the gig and the chance to see
Erik’s stuff before anyone else.

Lastly, I don’t want to send this to the Supreme letters page: Supreme 68’s
double splash page - did Supreme punch some guy’s head through his own
ass?!

Thank you for the most solid funny book as usual,

John-Paul S Gorgoroso
Elizabeth, NJ

The Claw and Yellow Claw were two different but similar characters.
The Claw was created by Jack Cole, who would later go on to create
Plastic Man and he first appeared in Silver Streak Comics #1 (December,
1939) from Lev Gleason Publications. The Claw and Daredevil had more
than a few battles in that publication. The Claw died in Daredevil #31
(and was inexplicably alive and an alien in Boy Comics some time later-
-which I’ve chosen to ignore). The Claw’s remains were transported
to Chicago where his adversary Daredevil could keep an eye on them
recently. He was killed in the Gulf of Mexico in 1945.

As far as Supreme goes--or he shoved it up there after tearing it off,
He doesn’t mess around, that guy.

Hey Erik,

How you doing, boss? Hope all is well. So, Savage Dragon 184, huh? Not
gonna lie to you, sir, as much as I love Dragon, this definitely wasn’t my
favorite issue. I mean, I knew it was a post-everything happening issue and
I was looking forward to that, since many of the quiet issues are some of my
faves. It started off strong, I liked Stewart calmly explaining (rather than
going over the top like many of comics top cops would have) why he had to
go to jail. And Dragon’s reaction to his kids suggesting they go on the run
was probably my favorite bit in the book. The real Dragon is definitely back.
I thought Angel switching the topic to Maxine was very abrupt, but I guess
you were trying to fit a lot in.

To be honest, Flash Mercury being revealed as Overlord last issue still
isn’t sitting well with me, so, as much as I loves me some Powerhouse, his
breaking Flash out was not something I was fond of. I'm sure you will prove
my doubts for naught soon enough, but I'm just not looking forward to seeing
more of that character.

The Frank/Tierra/Angel love triangle is certainly a heart breaker. I'm
interested in where Frank will go from here and I hope he doesn’t just get
dropped since he’s not with Angel.

I think the legal stuff with the lawyer is kinda setting the tone for at least
the next few issues, as I can’t see you throwing out the Dragon on trial in one
issue or some such. You definitely were able to change up the scenes to make
them just different enough to be enjoyable, though I don’t envy you trying
to do it throughout the coming issues. That’s why they pay you the big bucks
though, right?

The Double-Paige fight almost felt tacked on, and considering it was
to do with Flash again, you can probably imagine my feeling on it overall,
although the double pager was pretty sweet and I like that Malcolm still
makes mistakes and is still learning.

Malcolm asking out Maxine was the cutest and most awkward thing ever.
My girlfriend Sandra told me I have to tell you that that really made her day.

This Claw guy...has a strange look to him. I’m sure it will grow on me, but
my first impression wasn’t the greatest. Wasn’t he one of those free domain
characters?

So, overall, not my fave issue ever, but definitely worth the read and
looking forward to seeing where The Greatest Comic on Earth goes next!

Your loyal fanboy,

Don Smith

The Claw is, indeed, in the public domain. And, like Santa Claus
or Adolf Hitler or Jesus, anybody is free to write and draw their own
versions of the character. My version of the Claw is cobbled together
from various appearances of the character.

Hi Erik,

This is my first time ever submitting a letter to a comic. I doubt it will
be printed though but then again saying THAT may actually increase my
chances of THIS being printed. I'm really behind in reading my collection.
I was in high school when the Savage Dragon mini series and the regular
series came out. I didn’t keep up with comics while in college but SD has
always been in the back of my head. This is my second time buying back
issues to catch up on my favorite comic, but its my first time being committed
to reading them. I enjoy reading them and I do not EVER want to catch up to
the current issue, as I do not want the endless fun to ever end. I honestly cant
remember why I picked up the Savage Dragon as a title, as I wasn’t a fan of
your art. I wasn’t a fan of anyone’s art but I had, like everyone else, heard of
Todd and Jim. I read comics for the characters and artwork without having a
desire to know who the artist was. That all changed with Savage Dragon (and
Image), for me, and I found myself appreciating the artist. As a matter of fact,
T look for your signature almost instinctively on each cover I pick up - each
time I pick it up.

Well, I just read up to ish 19, which has me 20 issues deep now (with
the two versions of 20) and I wanted to write in with things that I didn’t see
talked about or answered in your column way back then.

Here are my questions from issues 1-20:

1. How old was Debbie? Was it ever established?

2. Debbie stayed over for one night with Dragon, was murdered the next
morning, and is IN LOVE with him. Did I miss something?

Tactually don’t like that the Dragon slept with her, but I saw you state that
Dragon was in his mid 20’s at the start of the series so I let it slide. It would’ve
been easier to let it slide without the Fiend story line, which is why I had to
ask. Her infatuation with him seemingly overnight makes me think she was
young.

3. If she is under age, wouldn’t that be a great plot for a current issue.
Statutory rape charges that damages his IMAGE and causes a riff between
his son? It could happen after this current trial in issue 184, which I refuse
to read yet. That is how relentless the public is just like they tried to come
after OJ for other issues after his trial. Of course, the statue of limitations
would kick in but it could impact public opinion, family, and be a part of him
grappling with his unknown age. Assuming his age is still unknown...I AM
still on ish 20, remember.

4. How come it appears like you didn’t sign the cover of ish 13? You
actually may have, as I see negative space in the spider web, but the ink
colors make it invisible...were you mad about that? If you never noticed, are
you mad now?

Back to my letter, I am a little pissed at how things work and I must say
that the money I recently spent to get caught up on your collection feels like
a waste. Not because of the comic content but because you saw no profit from
my purchases. It reminds me of when I spent close to $200 dollars on Chris
Rock tickets to receive tickets in the mail with a cost of $13 printed on them.
1 told myself, I'd gladly spend that to support an artist that I love BUT I just
made someone ELSE richer.

5. What are your thoughts on that? Do you benefit at all from fan favorites
like the Flying Colors variants and the Obama covers?

I almost wish I could have bought them ALL directly from you but that
would probably topple the whole comic book industry.

6. Wouldn’t it?

7. Should I convert over to digital comics? Nooo!!!

8. Why does everyone in Fin Addicts refer to your book as TSD for The
Savage Dragon, when almost all books are clearly listed as Savage Dragon
and should be referred to as SD? Is this a possible loop hole in copyrights or
ownership that I could possibly gain ownership of your character through?

9. Don’t you think a little special area for readers and questions of yester-
year issues would be a great addition to Fin Addicts? Mine can be first.

10. Give me one reason why you won’t print this response.

11. In your opinion, did DC Comics recent The New 52 movement
simulate what Image Comics did when the founder’s split from Marvel/
DC? They both gave readers something new to feel apart of, which almost
everything in Image Comics represented at that time. This topic was a heated
comic book shop debate last week and I figured I'd cheat and ask for your
input.

I will write in after reading another 20 issues.
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Chris Barnes
Voice of the 20 issue Wrap-Ups from Yesteryear
Wilmington, DE

1: She was 19.

2: She was young and Dragon was a young, handsome guy that was all
over TV. He was something of a star and she was infatuated with him. It
was akin to a rock star sleeping with a groupie.

3: That was not the case.

4: It was signed and held as a color but somehow lost. I was annoyed
at the time.

My profit was selling the books the first time around. If somebody
sells them for more money later on--that’s their business.

5: I made something initially and that was the deal there.

6: Likely not but me having to go to the post office and mail them off
would have been a serious pain in the ass.

7: That’s up to you. I’m not doing it.

8: The book was called The Savage Dragon initially and some readers
have been slow at accepting the change.

9: It might get confusing.

10: Not enough delicious bacon.

11: Not really because the New 52 wasn’t “new.” It was old stale
characters given a fresh coat of paint.

Hi: Hope you are doing damn great!

I hope your biz adventure with the comic store in Berkeley is working out
too. I remember you telling me about it at the last Wondercon in SF a couple
of years ago. The store was just about to open. You also had some portfolios
of Kirby originals at the convention - a lot of Kamandi in there - and you let
me paw through them carefully at your table - and we both were totally blown
away by the sheer majesty of Jack’s originals.

I tell ya, Erik - THAT experience so far - has been my all-time fave
convention memory: My fave rave modern comic artist showing me originals
by my all-time favorite artist at my fave Con in SF - incredible, astounding
memories! I just thought I'd take the time to thank you electronically,
retroactively because your kind action has resonated so highly with me for
so long - I'm still abuzzzzz - so, “Thanks tonzzz Erik!”

It was my love of Jack Kirby’s work that brought me to read Savage
Dragon. I remember seeing a bit about you and Dragon in the homage section
in the pages of the great Jack Kirby Collector mag years ago, so I thought I'd
check your work out. Glad I did.

The thing that still registers strongly with me about our Wondercon
meeting is your excitement for Kirby’s art when we were looking through
the Kamandi pages in your portfolios. You seemed more excited about Jack’s
work, and more astounded about the like-minded, inevitable small gathering
of fans that assembled to ogle over those pages of Jack’s art - than you were to
promote your own stack of cool stuff at your table. That to me meant a lot. It
meant we are on the same page dammit - I said it - and that was very mighty
of ya Erik Larsen!

Now to the timely hook of why I’'m writing in this time: Out of all 185
issues so far of this Dragon series - the cover to #181 really stands out. It is
sitting there right now flashing at me, leaning against a foot-high stack o’
comics from the past few weeks while I write this. I can’t bring myself to
move that damn fantastic thing. Can’t file it in a box, so there it displays -
mighty in its hypnotic black & white spacey awesomeness. It moved me to
hit the keys to actually write to you about it. The interior green, fighty pages
were well done too. Amazing work!

Dragon #185 was a weird ish, and I loved it! The courtroom sketch cover
was an excellent indicator of the mood, and the interior work to come.
Boxy, static, lots of great dialogue - but the action never stops in SD, so the
punctuated panels of punch ups resonated that much higher on the fight-o-
meter than they normally would when they occurred. That double splash
‘THOOM!’ smash is a Dragon classic!

So keep it up Erik. Keep clobbering me with excellent stories, superb
characterization, and dynamite artwork. Erik Larsen you are an inspiration,
and Savage Dragon is the real dynamic deal! Worth every friggin’ penny
I pay for it. Each ish is a great experience executed by a skilled’n spirited
comic book creator/fan who really, really
cares about his audience.

There - you’ve brought out the total fan guy in me. Made me relax enough
to write this gushy stuff - you rule for that too!

“Til next time —

Don Bailey
Winnipeg, Canada

My affiliation with that store in Berkeley is a thing of the past. The
guys wanted to give me the shaft in the ownership department long after
I’d forked over the cash and got the ball rolling and I was forced to back
out. My options were to sue them and end up in business with a couple of
people who demonstrated they couldn’t be trusted or get back the money
I put into the store and write off the rest. Not a happy situation but in
hindsight likely the best thing for both of us, given that I had moved
across the Bay to San Francisco. It is what it is.

Looking over Jack Kirby comics and art is pretty much the happiest I
get. I love it all and it brings me nothing but joy. I’'m really lucky to have
gotten the pages I have.

Glad to hear that you liked Savage Dragon #185 and the cover to #181.

Erik,

Re: Savage Dragon 185 Now that’s what I call a letters page.....or pages...!!!
It reminds me of the early issues of The Walking Dead, and Powers. I hope
those 7 pages are an indication of the real level of support for your comic. I
was worried when the price went up to $4 that the cost increase might have
been a sign of fewer readers and your need to tread water. Maybe it is. You’ve
been conspicuously silent about it. Once again you’ve shown your ability to
draw a comic AS A COMIC, and not as a series of storyboards the way some
people do. And it’s not just the amateurs who do that...so do a few popular
big names at DC and Marvel. I still fondly remember that issue where each
page had one less panel than the one before. But I'm getting old so I don’t
remember the issue number! It’s fun to see someone having fun with panel
placement. It’s the sort of thing you just can’t get anywhere else.

Now, about that cover... wow, it’s only March and I declare SD 185 the
worst cover of the year. Also, the worst SD cover ever. Sorry. But when I
first saw the art in Previews, I thought it was a rough unfinished sketch for
solicitation purposes only. Some people do that if the art isn’t finished on
time. But I was literally horrified when I went to my comic store and saw
it. Pencil lines not erased, not much ink, and four ugly colors. Given the
price increase, it was a real slap in the face. A little more time and effort
could have produced a better cover that conveyed the emotional impact of
the issue’s importance. I feel compelled to ask, “What were you thinking?”
But at this point, whether you have an artistic explanation or a transparent
rationalization doesn’t matter. Neither one would be enough to retroactively
change my supreme disappointment. If there’s a large and loud reader
request by all means gives us a little insight in a future letter column. For
now I am going to quickly bag and board and bury SD 185 and never look
at it again unless I have to. I hope the cover to SD 200 rocks. Fold out?
Wraparound? Foil? Variants? Die-cut? I'm full of anticipation. Don’t screw
it up!

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento, CA

The notion was to do a cover which brought to mind something a
courtroom artist might draw--since it was a trial and all that. Some
people loved it. A few cited it as one of their favorites--others...not so
much.

Hello Erik,

I’ve been a fan since no. 1 of the regular series and have been a loyal fan
since. I can’t believe its been as along as it has. So that’s why I'm asking
please don’t kill Dragon, Malcolm is fine but I don’t like him as the Dragon of
the book, or Angel for that matter. anyways that’s my 2 cents. a few questions
please.

1. will the Ninja Turtles ever make another appearance?

2. 1really enjoy your experimental art, will you please try a few issue run?

3. How many issues of Spider-Man did you do? And is there a collection?

Thank you again I always enjoy your book, I’d love to see an old man
version of the Savage Dragon some day so please don’t kill him for good.

Your fan,

Patrick Lynch
Palo Alto, CA

1: Never say never but it’s somewhat doubtful.

2: What do you have in mind?

3: I’m not sure and no, there is no collection of all of it. Individual arcs
have been collected but not all of the issues.

Erik,

Savage Dragon #185 is the best issue in a while! You crammed in so much
drama I felt like Dagwood eating a giant sandwich (if eating was reading and
sandwiches were comic book goodness). I didn’t notice the uniform panel
layout until I was finished—1I did notice that the issue felt even more readable
and full of content than usual.

Speaking of panel layout, you made good use of this one. An example
is the page where Angel has just finished her testimony. The left column
is three shots of Angel looking upset in three different ways. The middle
column is the same, but with Malcolm looking concerned (though Angel
appears in the middle panel), and the right column is all two shots. It’s not the
kind of thing one consciously notices while reading, but it really drives home
the story because each row of this page ends up telling the same visual story
in a way that works “under” the word balloons (Angel is troubled, Malcolm
is concerned, and they come together).

I can be a nitpicker about coloring, but this issue’s coloring was nearly
nit-free. Nikos has a knack for communicating time of day, season, and
environment through his colors. This issue, spanning such a long time frame,
put him to good use. My only color complaint is in the scene where Frank
Jr. tells Angel he’s marrying Tierra. In the lower left corner there’s a panel
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Fun stuff, eh?

For those reading this before reading the issue...don’t do that, okay?
I’m going to talk about the issue which is in your grubby little mitts and
I don’t want to spoil it for you.

So...anyway...

If you’ve read any of my rants about the Golden Age Daredevil in
the past I've often given Charles Biro a hard time for shortchanging
Daredevil in his own series from the ‘40s so he could focus on his own
characters. Charles introduced the Little Wise Guys and issue by issue
he reduced Daredevil’s role and expanded theirs so that Daredevil was
reduced to being the token adult, there to dish out sage advice or drive a
car when they needed one driven. Later stories with Daredevil in them
were kind of odd because he’d just be standing there leaning against a
wall in full costume, never going into action. It’s no wonder fans favored
the Little Wise Guys and didn’t object to them pushing Daredevil out of
his own title...he never did anything in the book! They had all the action!

So, it was a little odd that I chose to use them in the first place and
odder still that I practically did the same thing! The Little Wise Guys
became Malcolm’s instant supporting cast and Daredevil appeared less
and less frequently!

Well, that’s not going to happen any more!

For those aghast that I’d bump off characters from the Golden Age...
let me remind you...these aren’t really my characters...they’re in the
public domain and anybody that feels like it can choose to do stories
featuring the characters. I won’t stop you (but don’t use PJ...he’s mine).

As for the Claw...he died already in Daredevil #31 in a backup story
that didn’t even feature Daredevil and I thought it was about time that
Daredevil get in the last punch.

Erik,

Another solid issue of the Savage Dragon! Sure, it’s a big setup issue but
you’re setting up so many intriguing plot threads. Erik, you always manage
to cram a ton of story into every book. The trial of Dragon is the big plot point
you’re building to first. Now, I've always liked a good superhero trial, when
it’s done right we get to see some real insight into a character. I expected
Dragon to surrender to the law without a fight, after all he was a police officer.
And it is the kind of example a good father would set, do things the right way,
do things according to the law. I initially thought Dragon might have a really
good chance to beat the rap, the world he lives in is certainly familiar with
mind control from the likes of the wicked worm or the possessor or even Mr.
Glum. But after listening to Angel and Malcolm trying to “help” him, I’'m not
too sure..... It isn’t exactly mind control, it was Dragon’s original personality
reasserting itself and he almost killed all human life on the planet. If any
crime deserves the death penalty, this is it.

With all the crazy time travel, how can anyone on the jury really believe
that Dragon actually saved the planet? So I think you’ve given us a credible
threat to Dragon’s life, and this time it’s the every justice system he believes
in. Oh I know these comic book trials almost always end up in a great big
battle, not that that’s a bad thing, but I'm betting Erik has something unusual
planned for this trial. Let me skip right to the end of the book, the Claw! He
looks totally awesome! I can’t tell you how jazzed I am about what you’re
going to do with him. Smart move to alter him from his racist “yellow peril”
roots to something more sinister, mutant, demon, I don’t know, but I can’t
wait to find out! With Overlord taken down, the Claw seems like he’ll be
a great main villain, someone who’s powerful enough, devious enough, to
keep things lively.

One last thing, the art has really been popping lately. I'm no artist, but
I know what I like. Bright, crisp colors, the book has never looked better.
Oh, and is it OK if I admit I'm getting excited about Savage Dragon #200
already?

Later,

Don Massi
25 Thompson Ave.
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059

Go right ahead.

Erik,

Issue 184 has been read and re-read.. And I wanted to thank you for
starting to recapture some of the magic that I remember from the Dragon
of old. While the invasion stories and space-faring Dragon are entertaining,
they struck me as “the good stuff”. But the Vicious Circle.. And mysterious
villain reveals? Yes, please. Bringing Powerhouse back into the book was
also (for me) unexpected. Doesn’t everyone age normally? Wouldn’t he
technically, no longer be.. wait for it.. a spring chicken? Or does it have
something to do with him being a god? Either way, having him crash down
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2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR
BERKELEY, CA 94704

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

thru the police cruiser was some badass stuff... As long as he never dons the
Overlord armor.. I'm glad he’s back.

So Dragon is gonna be on trial, Malcolm might be coming down with
some yellow fever, the VC is reforming, The Claw has appeared annnnd
you’ve still got those weirdo Church of the Dragon guys.. Who I hope to see
more of. It sounds like you’re gearing up for a spectacular 2013. And now we
come to the end of the Vanguard backup stories... I like the character, but the
space stuff isn’t my ken; so forgive me for jumping the gun and wanting to
know what’s next. Angel backup story? Ooh ooh, Firepower backup story??

That’s it for now. Keep churning the awesome sauce, Erik.. And uh.. Will
Dragon pint glasses be seen in 2013?

Shawn Daly
Fairfield, NJ

Pint glasses? Strangely enough--this has not been a huge priority.

Hello Larsen and Co,

This letter has been a long time coming. It’s been one of those things that
I’'ve wanted to do for so long and do it well so naturally I’ve been putting it
off for as long as humanly possible; until I felt I could do my feelings towards
your wonderful book justice. But after seeing that horrifying blank page you
printed I just had to get up off my lazy arse and put in my two cents. I got into
Savage Dragon the way I feel most people probably do, driven crazy by the
big two’s bull-sh*t and desperate for a story that didn’t adhere to any limits
or restraints. I won’t lie it also was largely due to Robert Kirkman constantly
citing you as a massive influence as well. You see I have a bit of a theory
about Savage Dragon and Invincible (the first book along with Spawn that
got me hooked on Image Comics) It’s almost like they’re father and son: I’1l
explain.

Like any son inspired by his father, Invincible borrowed many things
from SD’s bag of tricks. The infamous page-turner, soap opera-style
melodrama mixed in with bombastic super-heroics, explicitly realistic super-
hero fights, indestructible main characters, thought-balloons not captions,
goofy character names, huge supporting casts, references to the fourth wall
without breaking it, the list goes on and on. Invincible doesn’t bother with
politics or social commentary ‘cause he’s young and not interested in that
sort of thing, leave that to dad. Both books also have this funny knack for not
really having an end in sight, and for littering dangling plot threads around
so the reader always has something to look forward to. But I'm not here to
talk about another book; I'm simply making an observation.

All in all really though it’s hard to sum up just how I feel about Savage
Dragon without showering you with arse-kissing praise, which I know you
have no time for. God knows how you find the time for anything, which
adds to why I admire you and your book so damn much. I mean we all love
what BKV is doing over at Saga and Kirkman has been a stable in every
reader’s pull-list for years now, but none of them do what you do, sir. You
have a family (and recently moved house, congrats), go to conventions, do
interviews, visit forums, update your Facebook and Twitter feeds constantly,
reply to fan emails, tackle multiple projects and still find time to write,
pencil and ink a fabulous ongoing comic: whilst running a letters column...
And have done this for 20 years! Well, bravo sir. You’ve done what none
of those first image guys could do (not to be rude) and you’ve done it with
such respect for the art-form. No gimmicks or tired reboots or meaningless
deaths or crappy retcons. You’ve simply told good old-fashioned stories of
a continually high standard for an incredibly long time and that’s why I'm
astonished that you had that empty letters column. Because you, sir, deserve
those letters more than any American comic artist out there.

Thanks for a book I couldn’t imagine being without,

Sincerely from the UK,

James Dixon

Thanks, man. I couldn’t do it without you (well, ALL of you, really
but you get the idea).

Dear Erik,
Sorry to bother you, But I Would like to know if there will be anymore
issues of the Next Issue Project this year!
Allen Trembone

I can’t say with absolute certainty. People are working on stories but
I don’t know when it will all come together.

Hey Erik,

Please convince Gary and Frank to do more Vanguard! Or if they publish
on their own, give us a warning so I can convince my lazy LCS to order the
dang issues. Also, thanks to them for explaining Roxanne’s eternal youth
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