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large amount of characters — we Savage Dragon readers are used to it, but others...?)

Actually, you are leaving the next creative team, whoever they might be, with quite
a full plate of threads to untangle! Diana Dane is pregnant with Ethan’s child: has the
Revision turned him into a normal baby or not? Are Ethan and Sister Supreme an item, or
just occasional f*** buddies? Will these silly green gloves work against Mean Supreme?
Is there really another Supremacy out there? I hope the next team does their homework and
does not toss it all aside...

Now on to SD #184. I'll start with the Vanguard back-up because it did bring a tear to my
eye. Gary and Frank have developed a team of characters that I'd really like to see more of.
This last entry really shows the idiosyncrasies of each character, from Modem and Wally’s
weird electronic romance to Barakkus’ bad temper (pretty sure this guy will snap when
he finds out Dragon’s people now live on Kalyptus) to Amok’s no-nonsense attitude and
Galian’s all-around weirdness. It’s too bad that we have to leave these guys now that they
make such a solid team. I hope we’ll see more of them.

One word about Roxanne Wells: the story about her mother’s dementia kind of feels like
right out of left field, but... 'm actually okay with that, because it’s all part of the whole real
time comics experience. Of course, we couldn’t see much of Roxanne’s life during all those
years that Vanguard was not published anywhere. So it makes sense that all of a sudden, we
discover new information about her and her family. I'm just an old Real Time fanatic, and
I’'m glad every time the passing of time is mentioned or explained. I loved it when Roxanne
acknowledged the fact that frequent space-travel made her age slower than everybody else.
That makes for good writing material: the “plastic surgeon” bit was quite funny. And, going
back to her mom’s dementia, that’s the kind of interesting trope that explicitly non-aging
characters can explore - to see their loved ones whither away while they remain young and
fresh.

SD 184’s main feature brings all sorts of questions to the table, and it’s good that they
are handled one by one, in a series of conversations nicely balanced with action bits (all
Flash Mercury-centered: Powerhouse frees Flash from the police car; Double Paige and
company steal Flash’s mask). Sometimes, such conversation pieces tend to look too much
like what they partially are: summaries of preceding issues. But this time they are all spiked
with one dangling question - what will happen to Dragon? It is especially satisfying to me
that Dragon’s lawyer does not dodge the deadliest bullet: “An Evil Alien is Dragon’s natural
state?” - Aye, there’s the rub. There is basically nothing that can assure the authorities that
Dragon will never revert to Kurr mode. This is no longer a possession case. Dragon is the
one possessing Kurr here, and who knows if it
won’t wear out one day?

With all of this going on, you find the space to keep us up to date on our young heroes’
love life: the Tierra/Frank Jr. pairing is what I would call pretty sh**ty karma for Angel.
And there’s a baby on the way, too, just like in Supreme! Prepping up yet another generation
of characters, Erik? Now that I think of it... Frank Jr.s kid might be the first *third*
generation character in your universe.

Back to Flash Mercury’s escape: like other readers of the preview pages, I noticed that
the Overlord armor, though badly damaged, still exists. Flash’s mask is also out there. My
theory is that Flash, sooner or later, is going to find out that his mask and the armor are
compatible, and will fuse into a green-hued Overlord armor with a “Spectacular Dragon”
helmet. Thus will we be rid once and for all of Overlord - the original armor will be gone,
and I'm pretty sure that Flash (who, after all, worked with the police to some extent) will
reform.

I have to say I can’t get enough of Double Paige. Every time she appears, it’s great fun
to figure out how the two bodies intersect (it’s not that complicated actually, but it must be
abitch to draw, isn’t it?). I wonder if they would have stayed the same with Flash’s mask on,
or if the mask magically transforms anyone into the Spectacular Dragon, and would have
merged their bodies? The presence of that small dwarf-life creature, that Benny Hasa from
the forum identified as a resident of Godworld from #45, makes me wonder if Paige might
be the offspring of a god as well... Maybe Janus or another of these Siamese twins-inspired
deities?

The “worst case scenario” page sent a chill through my spine, I must say. At this point,
1 wonder if the only thing that could save Dragon might not be yet another visit from
Darklord, who would have plucked Kurr from earlier in time and would throw him in chains
in front of the judge, saying “this is the guy you're after”. But that would probably make
Darklord too much of a deus ex machina. And AllGod (TM) knows how these guys end up
in your imaginary world... (I like Darklord - he’s my favorite SD villain and I don’t think
he’s that derivative of Darkseid, except in name - so I don’t want him to die anytime soon)

Well, that’s it. I can’t wait for issue 185, which will probably be wholly devoted to
Dragon’s trial. You hinted at a high number of panels per page on your twitter feed, and I do
love when issues are packed like that (#144 is a favorite of mine). I’ll be there.

Jérome Wicky

My intent on Supreme was to give whoever followed me the most possible
directions they could choose to go in. If they wanted to do more in the Supremacy--it’s
all possible--if they wanted Supreme to travel around in space--it’s right there--if they
wanted to do damned near anything--it’s all possible. I didn’t want to force them to tell
my story.

Double Paige is, in fact, a bitch to draw. And that’s all I’ll say about her. I’ll let her
story unfold in the comics--not the letters pages.

hey Erik,

Just read 183...great to see a letter from Augie! I've been a Dragon fan from day one
and the letters page was always a great bonus. I miss it in other comics. When I first started
reading, the letters page helped me catch up on issues I just missed as well as adding details
to the characters and stories and history. Maybe a reader had a reaction or insight I didn’t
think of.

This issue was beautiful! Page 2 panel three, Overlord look incredible in this panel for
some reason. And that wasn’t who I guessed might be under the mask...but I've never been
able to guess what’s going to happen in a Dragon book. I’'m sad to see him shut down, you
draw him so well! I hope he finds a way back, now that we know who he is, it makes him
more interesting. The two pages where he fights Daredevil, then Angel and Malcolm and
the next few pages that follow are some of the best I've seen from you in a while. the panel
where Dragon says “Believe it, pal! I'm back!” is fantastic, love the grin. Everything about
this issue felt right. The panel layouts, the pace of the story, the return of Dragon, it was
great.

Here’s to twenty more years!!

J. Kingman

T hope it can last at least that long.

Hey Erik,
First things first, congratulations are in order for one, Mr. Gavin Higginbotham, being
officially named Editor! But that’s only the first surprise in store for us with issue #184.
Well, on the art front I always find it interesting when you choose to do a monochromatic

cover. Initially this one didn’t do much for me, but I've come around. It’s almost like you
were channeling, Bill Sienkiewicz. I've only garnered a real appreciation for his work,
especially his inking, within the past couple of years. The interior page that stood out to
me, once again because of the inking technique, was page 18 with Dragon standing in jail in
the orange inmate jumpsuit. Just an interesting use of bold chunky ink work on panel one. I
guess [ just like it when you throw us the occasional curve-ball in your inking.

While on this topic, a quick word on your last issue of Supreme, issue #68. I'm not
knocking it at all, but it’s my opinion you knocked it out with a more hurried simplistic
inking job. Any chance you might adopt this method for future issues of Dragon? If not, I
could easily see this as a fun style for you to work in if you take on the art duties of Ant!

On to more story related points. It’s good to see Malcolm moving on and asking Maxine
out. I'm just as shocked as Angel with Frank Jr. confessing he had had an end of the world
fling with Tierra! And she’s pregnant?! Can’t wait for Malcolm to find out too. Oh boy.

It was great seeing Powerhouse again. I just wish I could understand his motivation to
rescue Flash Mercury. What up with that? I'm really interested in seeing who finally winds
up with the Flash Mercury mask, and if you’ll revive the Overlord armor for another outing.
Thanks for making me crave corn-dogs with page 17. Now I'm going to have to buy a box
next time I go grocery shopping.

So, you wasted no time revealing the latest resurrected to us. Totally out of left field, you
give us your revised version of the Golden Age baddie, The Claw! It’s great to have a ‘new’
villain like this! And essentially it is with your redesign. A nice generational bridging tussle
for Malcolm and Dragon perhaps?

To wrap up, thanks for another stellar issue. You’re chugging right along and #200 will
be here before we know it. Have you formulated a plan for that milestone yet?

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

As much as I love doing frantic, expressive inks like those in Supreme #68--fans
can be less than enthusiastic about such things.

In a way I’ve been somewhat hypocritical. I’ve often encouraged other artists to
draw the way they do in their sketchbooks. I really laid into Dave Johnson in particular
because his comic book style, at that point, was so restrained while his sketchbook was
so crazy and cool. He got the message and even scrapped a few pages he’d started on
SuperPatriot #1 to become what he became. Meanwhile, I’m not exactly following suit
because, honestly, I’'m not sure folks would react in such a positive way. My natural
style is, I think, somewhat less polished and commercial than what I’ve been doing.
Herculian is about as close as I’ve gotten to my natural style in print.

Erik,

Issue #184! Good issue. I'm looking forward to the trial, though I don’t see you wanting
to draw page after page of courtroom interiors, so I bet we won’t be seeing a ton of the
actual trial itself. Maybe some *Rashomon*-style flashbacks during witness testimony?
The witness box might be a cool place for some wacky cameos.

Some thoughts:

1) As I've previously written, I think Nikos and Mike are at their best when they’re
making and/or executing bold color choices. The flipside of this is that when they work
with less impactful palettes, some weaknesses show through. Specifically, I think there’s a
bit of over-rendering going on. On page 3, for instance, Malcolm and his t-shirt *and *his
sister all have the same slick, plastic quality. This isn’t the case on every panel, but it pops
up sometimes, and it can hurt the art (I remember picking up *Invincible Iron Man #1*,
thinking all the characters looked as if they’d been basted with tanning oil, and putting it
right back on the rack).

2) That said, the image of Dragon in jail, in an orange jumpsuit, looks really good, both
thanks to you and your color team. It’s an effective use of just a handful of basic colors
to set the mood. I even like how the orange of the jumpsuit is the same as the orange of
Thunderhead’s shirt on the facing page, because it calls to my mind the limited palette of
older comics (Green Arrow and Green Lantern wearing the same exact shade of green, for
instance, as if the Justice League bought fabric wholesale).

3) I assume those are Powerhouse’s feet smashing right *through *the hood of the
police car? I can’t believe we missed out on seeing the ten minute sequence of him stuck in
there, trying to wriggle his feet out. You could have stretched it out to multiple pages, a la
*Amazing Spider-Man* #33. This is probably why I don’t write comic books.

4) There are some serious moustaches in the Chicago police department! Just when you
think Captain Stewart has the prize, here comes this guy on page 9 with an Olympic-sized
boomerang glued to his face.

5) Nice to see Double Paige get a double page spread.

As for what you should do for #200, my preference would be a mostly self-contained
storyline. There could be some kind of cliffhanger, but I think the best thing would be for
it to work well on its own. #200 will probably get some curious new readers, and it makes
more sense (to me) for it to be a great jumping-on point than the climax of something that
new readers wouldn’t understand. I don’t think you need to jam it full of extra stuff, either.
In #184 you devoted seven pages to Vanguard; you could use that space for an extra-long
story or for anniversary extras. That way you could keep the price low for new readers. I
don’t even think the story needs to be “big” so much as it needs to be really good.

On the other hand, wouldn’t #200 come out sometime around Free Comic Book Day
2014? Maybe you could use that to your advantage. You could print a free version of #199
with a lead-in story and an amazing cliffhanger, and then charge $20 for #200 with the
climax and resolution. Just make sure #199 ends with Dragon and Malcolm tied to logs on
a slowly-moving conveyer belt, inching towards a spinning saw blade. You’ll be rich!

Whatever it is, I will buy it, read it, and lose it under a pile of comic books.

Keep up the good work!

Nicholas Burgess

Will do.

There’s some jail action coming shortly—followed by...
But that would be telling.
Needless to say...it’ll be pretty kick ass. Be there, won’t you...?

-Erik Larsen

nd hey, don’t forget to keep reading this book for

the concluding chapter of our two-part Zeek yarn!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Hey Erik,

My oh my, has it really been 20 years?! That means I started collecting Savage Dragon
when I was a wee lad of thirteen. I get a kick knowing this has been a reliable constant in
my life. May it last 20+ more years!

With #183, thanks so much for finally giving us the startling reveal of who was wearing
the Overlord armor! I was beginning to wonder if you’d ever get around to it. And here it is,
and it feels kind of abrupt. I don’t know what I was expecting to happen. So in that regard, it
was a good appropriate return of Dragon to put a stop to this current Overlord’s reign. Still
trying to digest what could’ve possessed Flash Mercury to turn from a life of fighting crime
to embracing it. I trust you’ll more than likely touch on this in a future issue. When all is
said and done, it was great to have a nice pier six brawl of an issue. Glad to say I was wrong
with the sinking feeling in my gut that Overlord may have been Frank Jr. I have to admit
#182 really had me leaning that way.

One thing, I don’t think I've ever commented on in my rambling critiques, is how I
like how you interject single pages of story touching on secondary story threads, subplots,
what ever you might call them. First example that comes to mind this issue is the page of
Thunderhead in the cemetery. It’s good to break up the action like that, and you always
seem to know when to do that. Now, I'm not going to believe SkullFace has returned so
conveniently. Without going back and looking at any back issues, I'd almost admit to
getting an inkling feeling that the last dialog spoken on page five is from none other than
Abner Cadaver? I could be pissing in the wind with this prediction. Ah well, I've been
wrong trying to predict what you’ll do next for more than 20 years!

Now that you’ve grown out your facial hair, any chance Dragon could do the same
again?

Good Times,

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

My facial hair is long gone, Nick. That was only for a short while-- just taking stock
of where I stood vis-a-vis gray hair leading up to my birthday in December (I haven’t
had whiskers since I was in my 20s, after all). As it turned out I did have a few gray
hairs. That answered that question-- so, I’m back to shaving. So is Dragon, for the
moment. But that could change.

Hey Erik,

So the set up is complete, let the sh** storm that will be the Dragon’s life commence.
Between Angel being publicly humiliated, Malcolm made into a celebrity, and Dragon
being put on trial for the atrocities committed during the Dragon War & Emperor Dragon
stories, there won’t be much to smile about when it comes to reading this merry ol’ mag.
I don’t even see where this could end up going, it can’t possibly end well... At least not for
Angel. Girl her age? Dealing with those problems? We’ve seen teen girls fall apart with
much less on their shoulders. But dealing with all that makes me love the character of
Angel. She tried so hard to throw away her innocence during her Battle Girl days, now [
feel like she’s ashamed of who she’s become. She tried growing up so fast that it all blew up
in her face in a way. I’'m not even sure if she fully realizes this is all on her, but that’s what
makes me root for her. She’s so confused, so scared of what her life’s become, that she runs
from one problem right into another. And just when her dad came back, she actually looked
happy towards the end of #183. It’ll be interesting to see what happens to her through this
ordeal.

And Malcolm? Well, his life is sort of bittersweet now isn’t it? I can’t see that he’d
ever be truly happy without Angel by his side. But I fear because of this media freak show
they’ve become, he may never realize that fact. I think both of Dragon’s kids will be effed
in the head before long. Although the media frenzy isn’t all that’s going on in the book, I
feel like it’s the most significant to our heroes.

As for the blank page in #181. My heart sunk dude, I don’t really like to write in because
when I see it printed in the comic, I personally feel like I sound like a jackass, not only that
but I still haven’t had the opportunity to meet you in person which makes me feel weird that
Itype what I type. Oh well though, I'm here now, right? Enough of that though, I have a few
questions for you, I'm still not completely caught up but what happened to the S.0.S.? How
did that fall apart? And the Barbaric/Ricochet cameo a couple issues back was great to see,
any chance they’ll have an opportunity to snag the spotlight for an upcoming issue? (pretty
much 100% wishful thinking on that one)

these issues.
So until Dragon escapes off into the sunset in a white ford bronco, make mine Dragon!
John Lacorazza

The S.0.S. was all but eliminated during the Emperor Dragon arc. Dragon (in full
on Emperor Kurr mode) killed them all. Only SuperPatriot managed to pull through.
Barbaric and Ricochet will be back in some form, don’t you worry.

Dear Erik,

I went back and read all the issues with Flash Mercury as Overlord and it all works.
You had me guessing up until the very end, as usual. The only other logical candidate was
Powerhouse (due to the secret compartment) but I knew you were throwing us off on that
one, at least.

With Angel leaving and Dragon under arrest, it might provide Malcolm with more time
in the spotlight and that’s a good thing. I know you’ve been referencing Savage Dragon as
“Malcolm’s book™ for a while but it was really Angel’s as well. It’ll be interesting to see
where this goes.

Quick question: Kurr once said to Rech: “This is not a democracy” -- does this mean the
Krylans knew what a democracy actually was at some point?

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Simon Mallette
Montreal
Ps. Maxine needs more dialogue.

MJ’s getting in a few more words now that she’s spending more time with Malcolm
and she is quickly becoming one of my favorite characters.

And the concept of a democracy is at least known to Dragon’s people. While they
may not vote for a leader (that role has gone to the one with superpowers) they have
used in other aspects of their lives.

Erik,

183 was awesome as usual. I like that you brought back Thunderhead, & seem to be
developing a story with him. He just looks cool. If you ever do a back-up story with him,
(or anyone else, for that matter) I'd like to stand in line to volunteer my services. I'm trying
out for that Top Cow Talent Hunt, but I think I'd like to work with you over anyone else in
the industry (don’t tell Marc). But, anyway, it was cool to finally see who Overlord was, &
I'm looking forward to the next story arc. I'm kinda rootin’ for Dragon to go to jail. Not that
I want to see bad things happen to him, but it would make for a super interesting story, for
him to come face to face with some other guys he put behind bars, & whatever else follows...
&, as far as to some of your responses to my previous questions.

1. as far as doing a sideways issue; yeah, it’s annoying reading it calendar style, but what
I meant was doing it with a staple on the short end, like how that PVP used to be (which, I
discovered, because you did a cover for it, so you must know what I'm talking about)

2. As, far as fan art, I'm sending some attachments. (I think I showed you these before,
but not to this particular email) So, if you ever run out of letters again, maybe you could slap
those up).

Well, I guess that’s all I got for now, looking forward to seeing the next couple

Supremes, & the next however many Savage Dragons.
Randle Ruether

1: The problem is twofold. One--finding a panel configuration that can be shuffled
so that when it’s collected there won’t be one odd sideways chapter and two-- paying
for it. Retailers really complained about the sideways books because they didn’t rack
well and that necessitated thicker covers and that added expense, which, ultimately,
led to their demise. Frankly, I’d be up for trying all kinds of crazy things.

2: Attachments are funny creatures. Often things that look fine on your computer
look out of focus in print. That, and I can’t find them when I need them.

Erik,
I’ve been reading Savage Dragon for about five years now. I first picked it up when I was
15 and continued to keep up with the current series as well as buying all the back issues I
could get my hand on until about a year ago. At the start of 2012 my interest in comics as
a whole sort of subsided due to other things going on in my life and I stopped buying. But
I somehow found myself in a comic shop yesterday, just a few days into the new year and
now long after my 20th birthday. I was excited to see what comics had been up to in the
past year and the highlight of the trip had to be catching up on Savage Dragon. I just read
178-183 and though I could go on with the intricate details of why I love this comic so much
I’ll just say Savage Dragon truly is the best superhero comic book of all time. I say that in
all seriousness as a fellow artist and a once avid comic reader.
Thanks for keeping it fresh.
James Gwinn
Chester, Virginia

Thanks for picking the book up in the first place. Tell your friends.

Hi Erik,

Since you won’t be helming Supreme as of #69, I thought I could start this letter with my
thoughts on this issue and then segue into SD #184.

By the way, I'm kinda worried that there’s no word on who will handle the title after
your departure. [ hope Supreme is not due for another stay in publishing limbo. Personally,
I'm rooting for Tom Scioli’s vision of the character that he posted on his website ambard.
com. Or I'd be down for Carlson and Fosco taking over the title, now that Vanguard’s
reached an end ! (More on that later) After all, Gary has some experience writing Supreme,
IIRC. And Supreme vs. Ultiman would make my day.

Well, it’s kinda sad since it’s the last one, but I think that Supreme #68 turned out to be
my favorite of your run. I loved the variety of inking styles you used: your scratchy, lines-
only, no black spots style that you usually keep for humorous bits like Hamburger Man was
perfect for the mundane scenes showing Ethan getting trashed by this comics editor. You
often say that you still haven’t found your own style and that you see your art as bits and
pieces of influences from other artists, but I'd say *this* mode is unmistakenably yours and
yours only. Then, on that big double splash, you switch to your Sienkiewicz-inspired mode
and it just fits the story perfectly, what with the thick outlines and the toothbrush-applied
ink splatters: Khromium’s world feels like a infernal pit, just as it should be.

Another thing I noticed in this issue is that your Supreme’s receding hairline is a lot
more noticeable than when Cory finished your breakdowns. I like that. Not only it does
remind me of the original Supreme, but it’s yet another visual characteristic that truly sets
him apart from other Superman archetypes.

Seeing Ethan sleep with an Ebonics-talking sultry black chick brings back old memories
of Dragon and Rapture... Ah, to be young again! This is one of the most refreshing elements
of your writing: sometimes, your characters just do it. They don’t make a big production
out of it, they don’t have to become “Ultimate™ versions of themselves to do it, they just do
it, off-panel, without actually showing naughty bits, like in a million TV series or movies,
and that’s the end of that. I know there might be angry villagers out there marching on with
their pitchforks and torches because of that one silly panel, but screw them, really. It’s not
as crass as Ant-Man using the Wasp’s clit as a punching ball (is Disney aware of what they
have bought?)

Using after sex chatter as a means of exposing theories on how the Supremacy works
is actually a great idea: it’s better than talking heads, and this stuff had to be explored
anyway. I'm glad that paths to restore the Supremacy are referred to, if only to appease fans
of the Moore run who might have been a bit too shocked by your typically Larsenian way of
handling the Supremacy/Daxia war (in the sense that you never shy away from killing off a
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