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Whoa! Augie’s back in the letter pages! Can’t tell if his letter or Flash Mercury as
Overlord was the bigger surprise. What is it with most of the letter hacks being from
NJ? Anyway:

I’'m very happy that Wally is not dead. Carlson has not disappointed me after all
and I take back the mean things I said. But that story’s ending does have me concerned
(and amused at the gourmet choices). If Tyrreans are essentially able to be pooped out
of their ships, does this mean the ship Dragon crash landed in will make more Tyrreans
or that they could come back in greater numbers again with ships elsewhere?

1 was questioning if Dragon’s crimes as Kurr could be under the jurisdiction of
the Chicago PD but then again most of his fights were in Chi-Town. Very curious how
Dragon will get out of this one. The Savage World has already been a place where he
did more damage and was a public fugitive multiple times. This is the second time
he’s in a free world that he’s a blatant criminal (first being under the possession of
wicked worm). Considering that other people (The Shrew, Super Patriot) were under
that influence, I can see how he’d be pardoned for that. I can’t see how he’d be forgiven
for reverting to his original persona.

Can we be done with Overlord’s armor? I think it’s powerful, I think its design is
neat. I think it needs to go away because it’s too often the go to weapon for people who
want to be in charge in Chicago. There’s got to be some other suits or weapons people
can devise. Buster Justice (ha-ha, that name) didn’t need it. I will grant, though, that he
was also blown to pieces by the armor.

Angel’s strength - I'm very curious about her cutting loose at Overlord. Smasher
was stronger than Dragon. Is Angel on par with her mother? Maybe she’s just not battle
honed enough to really take on others or is holding back? Still on the subject of parental
similarities, how long did Malcolm take to recuperate from his injuries? Another
question came to mind - Dark Dragon’s baby? Damnit, your book has too much going
on.

Still reading happily after 20 years and hoping for 20+ more,

John-Paul Gorgoroso
Elizabeth, NJ

After all that...yeah, I think we can be done with Overlord’s armor. I’m not
saying bits and pieces can’t be recycled and used in something else down the road
but we’ve seen the last (finally) of Overlord.

Yeah, there is a lot going on but your questions will all be answered eventually.
I promise.

Hey, Erik,

So here we are, the twentieth anniversary of this mighty mag, and with it, we
are given two big resolutions. First, the return of The Big Guy. And he’s back like a
boss, finally ending the mystery of resolution number two, the identity of the Newest
Overlord. Flash Mercury? Maybe I shoulda seen this coming, but I sure didn’t. He
didn’t seem like a bad guy, and you kinda feel for him, but, he did almost kill Malcolm,
after all. Honestly, this probably won’t be the end of Overlord, with the armor looking
mostly intact, but for now, a satisfying reveal, with hopefully a little more back story to
come at some point.

Dragon under arrest? No big surprise there. It will be fun to watch SD try to
convince a jury he’s not Emperor Kurr anymore, or that all of his work before then
wasn’t an act. Big fun from a great book, you see how we fans could get lazy? It’s
always so damn good. Give us a bad issue once in a while so we have something to bitch
about...

Now its Time For Numbered Questions And Points I'm Too Lazy To Frame As
Questions Time!

1.ILOVED the cover to 183! It smoked all those stupid “homage” covers Spawn has
been doing for the last 3 years or whatever...

2. I know how important it is to you to handle as much of this book on your own as
possible, but have you ever considered having someone ink your SD work? On the one
hand, it would suck to relinquish those duties and kinda queer the streak, but wouldn’t
it get the book out on a more regular basis? And, being creator-owned, you could pick
your own guy and not have some loser assigned to the book that would ruin your art...

3. What’s been your favorite new Image title in the last year or so? There’ve been SO
many gooduns. Clone, Saga, (not Clone Saga. UGH), No Place Like Home, Manhattan
Projects, Fatale, Witch Doctor, Luther Strode, it goes on and on.

See ya next month (?),

Dave Bewsey
Rockin’ the Suburbs

1: Thanks.

2: It’s not economically feasible. And really-- it’s not something I’d want to do.

3: It’s like asking me to name my favorite child. Not going to go there. Image
has had an incredible streak of late. Kudos to Eric Stephenson as the Image
publisher.

Hey Erik,

So, off the top, thanks much for not killing Malcolm. The end of 182 didn’t really
“feel” like a death to me (whatever a death feels like) but I know better than to assume
too much when it comes to Savage Dragon’s no warning deaths. Anyway, thanks a
bunch, I've really grown fond of the kids. Which is probably why I feel almost...not
crazy about Dragon’s return this issue. Sure, we all knew he was gonna come back at
some point, but I have been enjoying the kids being on their own for so much now, that
it almost feels to soon for the big guy to return. But, I guess someone had to save the
day, cause the kids sure as hell weren’t going to be able to handle Overlord on their own.
Speaking of Mr. Lord, I definitely did not see the reveal of him being Flash Mercury
coming. Not really feeling good or bad about it, sorry to say, just kinda neutral. Like I
said, did not see it coming but don’t really get it either, despite the explanation. Was he
always going to be the one behind the mask? And why did he go down so easily when
he has kicked everyone’s ass pretty easily so many times before?

Wow, it really sounds like I didn’t enjoy this issue, doesn’t it? Honestly, the above
complaints are just minor things. Overall, I thought it was a really good issue and one of
the best since the Emperor Dragon storyline (which was definitely a high watermark).
I wish I had some idea who Thunderhead saw come back to life, but with all the death
this book has seen, I really have no idea. I am guessing that its someone pretty powerful
though since they came back to life. Plus with Overlord gone, we need a new big bad.
Will it be this strange figure? I will be checking back next month to find out! I'm also

interested in watching the kids become better heroes now that Dragon is back to
teach them a thing or two...assuming they don’t lock him up. Any chance he might take
them to The Deadly Duo so they can learn what not to do? Anyway, definitely looking
forward to next month and all the months afterward.
Dragon 4 Life!
Don Smith
Vancouver, BC

The whole Project: Born Again thing was me having fun. After all these years
bellyaching about other publishers resurrecting dead characters at the drop of
a hat I thought it would be fun to hint at doing something like that myself. At no
point was I seriously considering bringing anybody back from the dead.

Really???

I'never saw THAT coming.

And Dragon’s home. Excellent. Time for some down to alt-earth stories and setting
up for what will fill the pages of issue #200 in just 17 months time.

Btw If, as you mentioned in #183’s letters page, you're serious about suggestions
here’s one. Lorella returns to earth with Dragons “love child” that was conceived on the
way to Kalyptus.

Paul Rogers
Redmoon Creative

Good one.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

It’s my first time coming to a twelve-step meeting, but I just have to be brave, stand
up and admit I have a problem.

I’m addicted to *Savage Dragon.*

I know, I know, addiction is frowned upon in our society and can lead to terrible
things, but I no matter how hard I try, I can’t give it up. *Sigh.*

* *]t all began when I was 13. I was too young for the founding of Image, and
didn’t even get into comics until a few years after the market implosion, but one of the
first comics I encountered was *The Savage Dragon*(back issues of the original mini,
actually). They absolutely blew my pubescent mind. Unfortunately I was young and
didn’t have a lot of cash to spend on my new four-colored obsessions, and it wasn’t until
a year or so ago that I bought a huge run of *Savage Dragon* (#1 of the ongoing series
to #145, plus a lot of the early mini-series and spin offs) on eBay to see what I’d been
missing.

Holy crap, *what* had I been missing!!!!

Bar none, *Savage Dragon* is one of the BEST superhero comics EVER! And this
is coming from a guy who was never into superheroes that much (horror and sci-fi were
always my thing). But, damn, Mr. Larsen, you do superheroes the right way. The action,
the wacky over-the-top characters, the intricate storylines where anything can (and
usually does) happen. I couldn’t believe how hooked I became, downing one issue after
the other like a fiend (not *that *Fiend, though!), and am now in the hunt to complete
my collection.

Personal favorites:

- The original mini-series. Classic.

- Issue #7: The all-splash page battle between Overlord and Dragon that leaves
Dragon impaled on a pole. Freaked me out, man.

- Issue #31: God vs. the Devil. Don’t f*** with God, indeed!

- Issues #76-100: The Savage World. This is what Marvel tried (and failed) to do
with the ‘Age Of Apocalypse’ back in the day. You didn’t just tease like they did, you
went all the way. Very ballsy.

- Issue #115: the big beat-down with the re-formed Vicious Circle where Dragon
kills SkullFace and Mr. Glum gets the God-Gun. Superheroics at their finest.

- Issue #141: Dragon kills Super...er, I mean Solar-Man. Oops.

My favorite of favorites, though, isn’t an issue of *Savage Dragon*, but the first
Deadly Duo mini-series. My God, I don’t think I’ve laughed so hard at a comic. I read
in one of the old Fin-Addicts pages that so-called ‘goofy’ superheroes usually don’t do
well. That’s the best way to do them, in my eyes, however.

Anyway, Mr. Larsen, I just wanted to thank you for making such a truly remarkable
piece of literature (Yes, I said literature. *Savage Dragon* has everything Shakespeare
does, and more. Poor Willie never had spaceships or multiple dimensions or evil twins
in his day, but if he did, he would’ve used them, no questions asked), and to thank you
for making, not only a contribution to the world of art and entertainment, but as an
inspiration to everyone like me out there who dreams of making it in comics someday
(I’ve had some short comic stories published in *Heavy Metal*magazine, but damn,
someday, SOMEDAY I want to be published under the “I"'!)

Until then I shall faithfully sustain my soul with the truly amazing drama of your
awesome comics!

Fin-Addicted,

Damascus Mincemeyer

Sounds like a plan. Thanks for that.

-Erik Larsen

And hey, don’t forget to keep reading this book for
the first chapter of a two part Zeek yarn!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Hey Erik,

Just a few words from an old fan of the Dragon from the very beginning. I normally
never write, but I noticed not many letters coming in the last few issues. Strange,
because the book is better than ever! It’s always on top of my must-read-first pile of
comics I get from my local shop.

After reading # 182 I can’t wait to find out who’s behind the Overlord mask. About
time this guy got unmasked.

And I sure hope Malcolm will survive the encounter. While he’s healing bring back
his dad and the whole Dragon spaceship. They’ve been in space long enough looking
for a new planet. Let them settle in Canada somewhere. Plenty of space there! Would
be nice to have a Dragon-city or Dragon state there. That would be a massive tourist
attraction. A Canadian Disneyland. And Canadians are easy friendly people. I bet they
would love to have them! ;-)

Keep up the good work. I noticed no mention of new SD books in Previews lately.
Made me worried. Are you still on a monthly schedule? And what’s up with Supreme?
I collect that book too.

So far you’re doing a great job on that character! Thanks for all these great stories.

Forever a Savage Dragon fan!

Skinhead Franky,
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Food for thought, Franky.

As far as the schedule goes-- I shoot for monthly but when I fall behind I try
and do the responsible thing and skip solicitations until I’m reasonably sure I can
ship a book out. Last year was somewhat hectic in that regard.

Happy Thanksgiving Erik,

As requested I “bought the sh**” out of issue 183 yesterday, just in time for
Thanksgiving break (I am watching the awesome match up between Houston and
Detroit right now, in fact)... Good stuff! How long has it been since Dragon was back
on Earth? It feel like forever... I was super excited for this book so saved it for last (after
Invincible and Walking Dead, respectively). It is crazy to think that this book has been
around for TWENTY YEARS. Congrats on that, I have been here for most of the way
(I have been reading for 15 years at least) and I can’t wait to re-complete my collection
(I'will explain that another day). Any word on those color Hard Cover Collections???

So Max Mercury is Overlord, eh? I guess I should say was... hmmm, well played.
I was putting my money on Alex Wilde (although I guess I should have known better
since Overlord has been a cold blooded badass of late... AND he killed Dragon). Still...
nice. This book still keeps me on my toes, and now we have Dragon back, Angel is 18
(uh oh) and Malcolm is basically all grown up to boot... The book certainly has come a
long way.

When are the Ninja Turtles coming back? Ninja Turtles vs. Powerhouse... make it
happen.

Before we know it we will be sitting pretty at issue 200... Wow, who knew?

(it was nice to see him briefly in issue 182)? Will Supreme show up soon?
So many Questions Abound (sorry about that, as I said I was excited)... Keep up the
great work, I’ll see you next month (and I’'m looking forward to ANT).
Cam Stylez
P.S. Happy with the Election Results?

Absolutely.

The hardcover collection is in a holding pattern right now. There are missing
files, which should not be missing, and I’d rather find them and reprint the books
as they looked originally than recolor them and have them look different.

As far as the Turtles are concerned...you’ll have to wait.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

Flash Mercury? FLASH MERCURY?! I wanted it to be Ronald Urass because of
the opportunity for an arch nemesis. He’s descended from the original Dread Knight
and well knights love to slay dragons..Well at least it wasn’t Powerhouse or Lefty
Donovan. Wait a minute---Maybe he’s like Ned Leeds. Yeah Flash Mercury was just a
corrupted stooge for Urass. After all Ronald Urass’s original plan was for Dragon to be
his stooge. So now with the Overlord armor trashed (rather easily I might add) Urass
could show up as a new and improved Dread Knight. Who am I kidding? This isn’t
going to happen. I’'m all alone in this. So terribly alone.

Well anyway Dragon’s back at last. So will Dragon end up going to prison? A
Dragon in prison saga wouldn’t be half bad especially if they capture Powerhouse and
make them cell mates.

So you get to do Ant. How does that work? Did Gully approach you or vice versa?
Was he tired of his own character?

Well see you in Savage Dragon #184.

Douglas Nelson,
Sulphur, LA

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Mario Gully called me up and asked if I"d be interested in buying ANT. He
knew I’d put a lot of thought into the character and that I had some strong ideas of
what to do with her.

Dear Erik,

Hello! Wow, I wanted to let you know, once again, how much I’ve been enjoying
this series over the last few years. I really like the expanded three-person main cast
of Malcolm, Angel, and the original Dragon. Now that Dragon is back on Earth as of
the end of #183, I hope that you will be able to juggle fitting all three of them into the
spotlight.

It just occurred to me that you now have a way of writing your own unique version
of the Marvel Family (I know you are a big fan of the original Captain Marvel by C.C.
Beck & friends). Dragon is like Cap, Malcolm is like Cap Junior, and Angel is like
Mary Marvel. Well, it’s not a precise fit, but close enough.

The revelation of Overlord’s identity was unexpected. I'm not sure where exactly
in my apartment I have all my Dragon back issues are from the last few years, so I
cannot dig them out to see if any specific clues point to Flash Mercury. But it was a real
surprise, and I did laugh at Dragon’s initial reaction of “I have no idea who that is.” Sort
of confounded the expectation that it would be a “the Green Goblin is Norman Osborn”
reveal, yet at the same time those of us who have been around long enough will recall
Flash Mercury as your prototype design for the Dragon and a guy who did pop up now
& again over the years.

Anyway, thinking about how Savage Dragon is twenty years old really got me
thinking. Issue #183 came out the exact same week as the new Captain America #1.
I obviously bought your comic, but so far I haven’t decided if I'm going to follow the
new Cap series. Which is a bit weird for me, since I haven’t missed an issue of Cap’s
regular series since 1989. But I am really turned off by Marvel pricing it, and so many
other books, at four dollars. [ understand why you need to charge $3.50, Erik, and if you
do eventually have to raise it to four bucks, I would still follow Savage Dragon. After
all, you are creating & publishing a creator-owned independent title, so I understand
you need a higher cover price to just break even. But with Marvel, right now Captain
America is red-hot, it has a huge readership. So by charging four dollars, it just seems
greedy on Marvel’s part, and that is a huge turn-off. As much as I am a huge fan of
Captain America, I would rather spend my money on Savage Dragon, because it is a
project that I know is a real labor of love for you. Yeah, of course you are doing it to
make a living, but it is not just that, not only a source of revenue. And that makes it
so much more significant to me as a reader than the latest reboot of a Marvel (or DC
Comics) title. I have a few questions to ask:

1) How did Dragon manage to find his way back to Earth in #183 after being left
stranded in outer space by Darklord at the end of #181?

2) Was your character WarGod an homage to Jim Starlin’s work, since he does look
a lot like someone from out of the pages of Dreadstar, or is that just a coincidence?

3) Did the Overlord armor influence Flash Mercury’s behavior, making him more
ruthless? As I recall, other people who have worn it since Anthony Seghetti’s death
have been mind-controlled. If so, it could explain why the new Overlord was both
extremely brutal but at times inconsistent in his behavior, sometimes even acting like
he didn’t want to be doing the things he was doing. Or was it just a case of the best of
intentions leading him on the road to hell?

4) Any plans for a new back-up series, or is the Vanguard feature by Gary Carlson
& Frank Fosco a permanent fixture of the series? Don’t get me wrong, I like Vanguard,
but there are so many other supporting characters I’d also love to see get a chance in the
spotlight!

5) Along the lines of back-ups, do you know if Al Gordon and Jerry Ordway would
ever be interested in doing a WildStar story or team-up? That’s something you could
run in one of your extra-sized issues like #200. Of course, I know Gordon and Ordway
probably have other projects on their plate, but it would be great to see them back on the
character, and Savage Dragon would be a natural place, since WildStar has periodically
guest starred over the years. If it can’t be done, I understand. Just wishful thinking on
my part after re-reading Ordway’s Modern Masters volume last week.

6) Speaking of Modern Masters, has TwoMorrows Publishing ever expressed
any interest in doing one spotlighting you? I’d be happy to send them an e-mail
suggesting it!

One last thing: sorry I missed you at the 2012 New York Comic Con, Erik. I was
really, really looking forward to seeing you again. I was only there on Sunday, and I
don’t think you were attending that day (your table was empty). I know you are a busy
individual, but I hope that you are able to make it to the NYC area again in the near
future. Thank you for your time. I look forward to future issues of Savage Dragon and,
of course, the rest of your run on Supreme. Keep up the great work!

Ben Herman
Queens, NYC

1: The coordinates had already been punched in. He just had to sit back and
enjoy the ride.

2: It’s an homage to Gil Kane’s Warlock design, which Starlin later drew.

3: More the latter. Seghetti’s stuff was all scrubbed.

4: I’ll be a constant rotation.

5: I’ll ask about it but I think Jerry is exclusive to DC at this point.

6: They haven’t written, they haven’t called...

I did make it to NYCC but I arrived a bit late on Sunday. I caught a bug
somewhere and was pretty out of it. Plus, I had to take off a bit early in order to get
home. Sorry I missed you.

Erik,

Oh gosh, I had forgotten in June it was 20 years. Happy anniversary. I remember the
horror of my friends when I pulled out the poster and posted it on my wall. Oh noez, it’s
not mint! I just liked that poster better than the one that came with Spawn #1, so bully
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