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After re-reading 194 1 found I enjoyed it more the second time around, but
there were still elements I didn’t enjoy and this time I was able to pinpoint the
source of my displeasure. I think it was the extended fight scene with Torment.
Usually I'm not one to complain about fight scenes but this one didn’t seem to
flow very well for me. The panels felt a bit repetitive and having a knock-down,
drag-out fight over the course of many small panels just doesn’t seem to have the
same kind of impact. Other than that I pretty much enjoyed everything else. T
was going to include the scene with Lamarr showing up uninvited to Malcolm’s
pad as one of the things I didn’t like because he annoys me so much, but then I
realized this was probably your intention. He’s an annoying guy who gets under
Malcolm’s skin (and mine too, apparently) so in that context your execution was
bang on.

Torment is yet another fine creation from your twisted mind. I like your
take on the good angel/bad angel sitting on his shoulders, although these angels
looked less like angels and more like the mutant offspring of Mr. Glum. It’s too
bad we won’t be seeing more of Torment since Malcolm once again acted as
judge, jury, and executioner. He'd better be careful or these “final solutions” of
his will come back to bite him in the ass.

A few things which really stood out to me in this issue were the two incredible
splash pages. The first one with the demon and all of our old favorite supporting
characters was a real treat, and the second one with the building being thrown at
Malcolm was just awesome. The amount of detail you put into the building and
its perspective really made it pop. And speaking of that thrown building, T guess
Lamarr won’t be around to annoy me or Malcolm anytime soon. Poor guy. He
was annoying but he didn’t deserve that.

Moving on to 195, T was much happier with this effort, and this time T know
what really made the difference for me. It was the return of subplots. Even though
it amounted to no more than one page at the end of the book it really added a little
extra spice that was lacking in the previous issue. It’s part of what has made this
funnybook so much fun to read all these years. I know you probably don’t want
dozens of minor subplots running simultaneously since you're trying to make it
more accessible to new readers, but they really do add an extra dimension to this
book. T look forward to seeing where you take us with this one.

The splash pages in 195 felt a little less inspired after the two you gave us
in 194, but as I said, those two double-page splashes were just outstanding and
will be pretty tough to beat. The fight with Red Rage was short and to the point,
which T really appreciated after last issue’s tussle with Torment, and seeing
Malcolm show up at Hillman Hospital after the fact was a nice little throwback
to the days when Dragon Sr. used to routinely get patched up there. All we were
missing was an appearance by Ann Stevens! Was it her day off?

And finally, what can I say about the flashbacks other than that I love them!
T think they are my favorite part of this new direction and I hope you keep them
coming. Even if they don’t feature everyone’s favorite Average Dragon I still
appreciate getting a look at Malcolm’s rather murky past. And speaking of the
Average Dragon, I really got a kick out Simon Mallette’s strip. I hope we see
more of them. I also got a big chuckle out of the one page Angel back-up feature
by Scott James. When Beer Belly announced his power for all to hear I literally
laughed out loud. It’s too bad Scott didn’t enter him in the character creation
contest way back in the day. He might just have given Jimbo a run for his money!
So now we’re only five issue away from the big 200th issue. It’ll be interesting to
see where Malcolm’s life is at since he is starting to get some serious blow-back
from his recent actions. Will he need to find a new school? Will he need to be
home-schooled? Will he need to move into a bunker? I can’t wait to find out!

Andrew d’Entremont
New York, NY

I’m looking forward to it myself.
Ann Stevens may very well have been on duty but we simply don’t have
space to show each and every encounter in these pages, sorry to say.

Hi Erik,

That was a great issue. The new focus is really hitting its stride now. Keep up
the good work!

T wanted to take a moment to respond to what you said in your replies to
the last couple letters. Specifically you asked if anyone had any better ideas for
getting Dragon collections made.

You've probably already thought about this, but what about Kickstarter or
something similar? It could be a way for you to “pre-sell” a number of copies
before they exist in order to use that money to actually create them. Then
with bonus options like a new cover and a signature or a sketch inside you can
generate even more funding. Plus it’d be fun for us fans.

1 know that the current attempt at getting an Ultimate edition published has
run into a number of problems causing unforeseen delays and there’s just not
enough time in the day for you to do everything. So let us give you a (virtual)
hand. I bet there is a person or two on your forums who has already run a
successful pledge campaign and could lend their expertise.  am guessing that a
number of the popular projects on these sites even had someone else do the whole
thing for them in order to free up the creative’s time. The rest of us will spread
the word on social media like we did with Reading Rainbow or Axanar recently.

I've backed a number of Kickstarters and some good examples to model after
would be the Jimmy Palmiotti & Justin Gray books. Especially the extras and
rewards and updates. Even though the Dragon volumes would be much larger
and more expensive. Something like the Invincible hardcovers Skybound puts
out would be ideal in my opinion. No need to go for Absolute or Omnibus size,
what’s most important is that we don’t just want the first year or two of the series
-~ we want it all =).

Can you calculate an estimate of what it would take for a few goals? Maybe
a dozen library edition sized with ~20 issues in each plus supplements in the
back? Including the recovery of old art formats and remastering of color and text
that you wanted to do, etc. I think I remember reading in an interview with you
once that whenever a new special edition is released of your favorite comics, you
upgrade. So do lots of us!

Thanks,

Dan Gibson

I may just look into that.

Hi Erik,

T just read #195 and am enjoying your books new direction.

Questions:

1) The story starts with the flashback of Alison babysitting. How long has
she had that god sword? I may be misremembering, but I thought she got it more
recently than when Angel and Malcolm were 8 year old kids.

2) Will we ever find out why Alison’s so darn evil? Besides the fact she is
related to the original Dart, what do we know about her past?

3) I'm enjoying the dating relationship with Malcolm and Maxine. Because
your wife is Asian, it makes me wonder how much of this storyline is taken from
your own life. With so many fantasy elements in a comic like this, it seems like
there would be few opportunities to weave in real stories. Keep up the good work

Lou Graziani

P.S. More Thunder-Head!

1: We saw Alison get the sword in a flashback in Savage Dragon #149. She
was relatively young at the time. The sword belonged to her grandfather,
Sgt. Marvel, another member of Special Operations Strikeforce, and it may
have been in his possession at the Complex where Alison was babysitting
Angel. When Alison ran off, she likely retrieved it from his room.

2: Again, I would refer you to Savage Dragon #149, which fills in many of
the pieces of the puzzle. As for why she’s evil...who can say? Why is anybody
evil? There’s not always a clear answer. Some people are simply born with a
wicked soul.

3: I seldom use anything from my actual lifc in these pages. I do think
of my wife when I write Maxine’s playful dialogue but none of the events
depicted in the book are based on anything that actually happened in my
life.

Hey Erik,

Thave to say, I do indeed dig issue #195. We’ve known for a long while that
Alison Summers is a bitch of the first degree, but her dialog throughout the
flashback sequence really drives the point home. Oh, and another thing, how
could you introduce a cool villain like Sexy Beast only to have him cleaved in
half by Alison?!

Fast forward to the present skirmish between Dart and an older more
experienced Malcolm. Extremely nice layouts and keeping the pace/action
moving the reader along. Clever and very interesting panel arrangements on
those four pages. I really dig the two solid black panels indicating Malcolm’s
unconsciousness. I know you’ve used them for such a thing before, but the one
time that comes to mind, and what it really reminded me of was issue #7 and #8
with Dragon’s fall and impalement. It just kind of visually mirrored that in my
mind. I could be way off, but were you in any way intending that visual parallel?
Maxine, Maxine, Maxine? Seriously, Malcolm? Come on man! That’s all I have
to say about that.

In this issue, I like the fact that not only did you introduce us to Sexy Beast,
and off him. You also did the same with Red Rage. I thought, here’s a cool Fourth
World looking Kirbyesque character, and BOOM! If anyone thinks the blast
killed Malcolm, I'm sure they re sorely mistaken. Alison knows the apple didn’t
fall far from the tree. Though I do hope she’s correct in assuming he now consists
of shattered remains. I'd like to see his inherited powers and abilities explored
more.

Once again, great issue and my anticipation and excitement is building as
#200 quickly approaches!

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

Sexy Beast had to go. The whole purpose of whoever was in that role
was to dic. I needed a guy to crash in and get cut up. My options were an
existing character that I might miss or a new one that I wouldn’t. As cool a
visual as it was having an alien in his head--there wasn’t a lot more to him
than that. Beyond the visual gag--I didn’t think I’d get much mileage from
the character. And yes--a good writer can make anybody cool but there
are no shortage of characters in this book so its not as though I need that
particular one.

The parallels with #7 and 8 were unintentional. At this point I'm trying
to start new running gags not pick up on old ones. As tempting as it was to
end last issue with the “Possessed” last page splash from #14 (for example) T
thought it would be better to try new things. It’s too easy to repeat the same
old gags.

And what about Maxine exactly?

Hi Erik,

Just got issuel95-- the last issue in the comic shop, whew-- almost missed it!
IREALLY enjoyed this one. Loved the flashback, the arrival of Maxine, and the
run in with Alison. She’s fascinating, with her beauty, psychotic personality,
and ruthlessness. The dialogue and acting going on when Malcolm and Maxine
get back together is so fun, just like young people in love. I also like how those
parents are focusing their fear and rage on Malcolm. And those flip pages,
awesome. A really enjoyable book. Malcolm rocks! The way you transitioned
the book so he takes over is a testament of your craftsman ship. I've liked every
issue, and they just keep getting better.

Emile Duronslet

Thanks! I'll make more.
-Erik Larsen

nvasion of the Ant Men!

Keep reading, friend! An all-new Vanguard serial by Gary
Carlson and Frank Fosco and more Funnies are forthcoming!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Since we last chatted I made a triumphant tour of Europe,
visiting Glasgow, Scotland followed by Paris, France and
London, England! Two titanic weeks of frantic fun! What a
blast! I saw a gazillion fans and drew sketches until my fingers
turned numb! I was crazy busy and I got to meet a lot of Savage
Dragon enthusiasts including Savage Dragon translator Jérome
Wicky (who translated the book into French) and Savage
Dragon editor Gavin Higginbotham (who I had never actually
met in person before, believe it or not)! And a great time was had
by all! Let’s do that again real soon!

A couple weeks later I dropped by sunny San Diego and
debuted the most mind-blowing Treasury Edition of them all
to the panting public: Giant-Size Kung Fu Bible Stories! This
massive mag was the talk of the town and the hit of the con!
But if you didn’t make it to the party--fear not! Copies of this
limited edition will soon be made available in a funnybook store
near you! It’s 64 pages by me, Bruce Timm, Adam Warren, Tom
Scioli, Ryan Ottley, Andy Kuhn and Arthur Adams! Who could
ask for anything more?

And did I mention a certain sculpture of a sinister Savage
Dragon super-villainess cooked up by Clayburn Moore? Dart is

on her way and you’ll want to make a date with this beauty!

Hi Erik,

This is the first time I've ever written to a comic book - even though I've been
reading them for at least 40 years!

T've just finished a full Savage Dragon marathon from the original mini-
series all the way through to 195.

Wow. What an amazing on going storyline with more action, adventure,
craziness, death, horror and tragedy than anything I've ever read. And that
includes The Walking Dead and Game of Thrones!

T love your commitment to writing a comic that follows real time and where
events have a real effect on the characters and the world(s).

Here’s hoping you keep it going for another 195 issues!

Cheers,

Mat Ward
Melbourne, Australia

I’d be totally up for that.

Hey Erik,

For approximately 20 years I have read and collected comic books. Mostly
Marvel and DC and occasionally some Image. After all that time, the modern
trend of never ending crossover events and creators completely ignoring
continuity was really beginning to take its toll on me. The seemingly never
ending cycle of rebooting, renumbering, revamping & relaunching of titles
nearly caused me to snap in 2011 when DC pulled the biggest screw job a
comics line has ever pulled. I tried to remain positive and I gave a few titles a
try. I was horrified with what they had done. This crap is what they started over
for?! Completely disgusted by what DC was giving us and completely bored
with everything Marvel was doing, I quit reading every single book that was
currently being published. T remember thinking to myself that perhaps I had
finally outgrown comic books.

A'short time later and completely by chance, I stumbled across the unofficial
Savage Dragon Facebook page. I'd heard about Dragon shortly after I first began
reading comics but I foolishly dismissed him as another junk ‘90s character
who looked like a Hulk rip off. (Forgive me, I was just a stupid kid.) Somehow
my curiosity was peaked and in desperation of a new good comic story, I picked
up the Savage Dragon mini series. I was instantly hooked. I began picking up
every back issue I could find and at the same time started picking up new issues
starting with issue 181.

’m just a Johnny come lately compared to some of your long time readers
but words can not express how much I love this book. Maybe not more than
Gavin Higginbotham but definitely more than Raven Perez. Just kidding Raven.
At this point, I've hunted down every issue of Savage Dragon and nearly every
guest appearance. I rave about this title nonstop to my comic reading buddies
who mock me for reading it but somehow continually consume the dreck that
the big two are spewing out. While it’s the only comic I'm currently reading, 1
personally believe it’s the best comic on the market. Thanks for saving comics
for me, Erik.

Now on to the latest issue. Having just recently discovered Dragon, the
passing of the torch to Malcolm seemed a little more sudden for me than it
probably was for most long time readers. I must admit that I wasn’t completely
sold on the new direction with issue 193 but with issues 194 and 195 you have
changed my tune. The flashbacks at the beginning of each issue have been real
highlights for me. T had been wondering about what was going on in the original
Image universe after a Dragons’ consciousness was transferred to the Savage
World so it’s especially cool to see some scenes from that time. Dart continues to
intrigue me in her badasseryness (Is that a word?) and in her quest to control the
new Vicious Circle. ’'m looking forward to seeing what exactly she has planned

Send letters to:
2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR
BERKELEY, CA 94704

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

for them.

I really enjoyed the conversation between Malcolm and Maxine about the
status of their relationship. You seem to have a really good grasp on teenage
logic and dialogue. Much more so than Brian Michael Bendis does, as all of
his teenagers seem to have interchangeable personalities and sense of humor.
Although I must admit Malcolm says “boom” more than any person I’ve ever
met. T don’t envy Malcolm’s current “hero” status with the way everyone seems
to be turning against him. I'm hoping some really heroic actions in the near
future will help him to establish himself as a good guy in the public eye. Having
the shadow of his father cast over him is already a big enough problem without
the whole world thinking he’s a killer/menace. I was already looking forward to
issue 200 so I was really excited to hear about it being 100 pages. It can’t get here
soon enough.

Questions

1) Will that Bruce Timm’s story you mentioned a while back on the Savage
Fincast be a part of issue 2007

2) Is looking into Dragons’ genealogy something you ever considered for
a story? I thought it was somewhat peculiar he didn’t ask anything about his
parents during his time with the Krylans.

3) This one has been bothering me for a while. In issue 34 Powerhouse says
to BrainiApe “Dragon has developed an immunity to his power.” Referring to
CyberFace. This has befuddled me from the very first time I read it considering
CyberFace’s power was the control of electronics & machines. How exactly
would that apply to Dragon?

Thanks for your time Erik and keep up the good work.

Talk at ya later.

Will Poe

1: no, Bruce Timm did a story for Giant-Size Kung Fu Bible Stories--the
greatest Treasury Edition published in the last quarter century!

2: I expect he did ask but that it was so mind-numbingly uninteresting
that it didn’t rate a mention. One thing to keep in mind--not every word you
read in these pages is the entirety of any character’s life. They all have a lot
else going on and these pages are the highlights reel. If other information
is decmed necessary or relevant, flashbacks may be put in place but don’t
think what you read is all there is. One of the drawbacks of setting a book in
real time is that it’s sometimes necessary to just touch on things briefly.

3: Controlling electronics was CyberFaces chief power but he had
limited persuasion power over humans as well. That was what Dragon was
not susceptible to.

Greetings Erik,

Wow, 200 issues...amazing. I still remember picking up issue one of the mini.
That was definitely an exciting time, with Image exploding on the scene and
kicking major ass. 200 issues later, Dragon is still going strong. Well, the comic
book. The O.G Dragon has been pushed aside and now we have a new Dragon.
And yet...not new. Cause this Dragon we got to watch grow and learn. Its been
amazing watching him growing into the young man he is now, trying desperately
to fill his father’s shoes. Thanks for this amazing ride, Erik. Can’t wait to see
what’s waiting for us in issue 200!

Which brings us to issue 195, and a very strong issue it was. I’'m guessing at
this point that you’re building to a big Malcolm/Dart showdown in the upcoming
anniversary issue. I think it would be amazing to see Malcolm get his hands on
the God Sword. Tt would definitely help in terms of not (yet) being as strong as
his father. I'm really liking the look back on the young Malcolm, filling in that
missing time.

Did you always plan on one day having an evil Dart? It’s amazing how she
looks the same, but she’s certainly not the same Dart that led good old Freak
Force.

Back to his power levels, I do worry that Malcolm is getting his ass kicked a
lttle too often. Either that of he needs help to win. Maybe I was just to spoiled by
senior kicking ass all the time, but I would like to see Malcolm get a definitive,
clean win for once. Don’t turn the poor kid into a loser. I have faith though. I
think he will surpass his father in time.

And his love life is even worse! You would think the kid could get any girl
he wants, instead he’s constantly cock-blocked by Maxine’s parents. I hope that
girl grows a backbone and realizes what a good thing they have. Assuming you
don’t kill her first. Wait...don’t get any ideas. Please don’t kill Maxine! She’s so
cute and fun! And she just discovered his...erm...zucchini. That has to mean...
something. Maybe I just worry too much.

The people complaining about Malcolm being in the school/building is...
realistic, but it just seems like a note we’ve seen a number of times with his
father. I'm interested, just kinda hoping that it doesn’t take up too much real
estate. Overall, well worth the (kinda long) wait, looking forward to next issue
as always. Maybe Malcolm will get some help from the Deadly Duo!! Hint, hint.
Until next month, stay savage!

Don Smith

Vancouver, BC, Canada

Wait--the Deadly Duo actually help on occasion?

Hey Erik.

‘When I first read issue 194 I didn’t really enjoy it all that much and was left
feeling pretty blah about it. However, I was also having a pretty crappy day at
work and it occurred to me that my enjoyment of it may have been hampered by
my foul mood, so I decided to put it aside and read it again after 195 came out. So
here we are.
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