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with Savage Dragon I will try to do my part as well. I really don’t
have any great letter hack experience, what with my first letter to
you only coming a few months ago, but I don’t participate in the
forum so what the hell. At least this way you’ll know what I think
even if it never sees print.
See you next month, next year, next decade, and beyond!
Andrew d’Entremont
New York, NY

1: It’s been roughly 19 years since Josh worked for me and it
was only recently that Josh decided to start using ye old spelling
of his name so you can’t pin that entirely on me.

2: It’s unlikely. I do like Thunder-Head but I don’t want him
around in every single issue. At that point the book would be
more about a duo than a lone guy fighting crime.

3: Not any time soon--not as recurring characters anyway.
‘We are likely to check in on them in the SOS.

4: It seemed like a good idea at the time.

5: I decide what the sound effects are and generally the
letterer decides what they should look like although sometimes
I ask for something specific.

6: Some off brand that only exists in my comic book.

7: 1 think P’ll pass on that one. Comics have their own
advantages and disadvantages and there’s little point in
imposing the limitations of another medium on this one.

8: His hand is nearly a foot wide.

9: The problem has been that some stores bag and board
their comics and many have been bagged upside down, which
has made it difficult for readers to find the bloody book!

10: It’s not been an easy life.

Erik,

My hope is that you have recently received many, many letters
similar to this one. I am one of the hopefully many who have
discovered (or rediscovered) Savage Dragon with the recent “Bold
New Direction.”

T was a young lad of 12 when Image launched those many years
ago. I can’t describe how awesome it was to experience a brand new
universe developed by some of my favorite creators. I bought every
issue of every title, even the ones I wasn’t familiar with, which at
the time included you. Being a devotee of Marvel’s X-Men titles,
I was of course familiar with Jim, Rob, Marc and Whilce. I had
discovered Valentino via his Guardians of the Galaxy title, and I
knew who Todd was mostly through the attention the adjective-less
Spider-Man title had brought him.

But you were a mystery to me when I picked up issue one of the
Savage Dragon mini series. So it was a pleasant surprise that by the
end of the mini series, your work had become some of my favorite.
I eagerly followed the Highbrow line for several years.

Eventually, as happens due to age and finances, I started to cut
back on my comic collecting. I mostly abandoned superhero-centric
titles in favor of black and white indies. Series like Bone, Strangers
in Paradise, Cerebus, etc. formed the basis of my reading habits. It
wasn’t so much “I want something more mature than superheroes”
than it was “I’ve been reading superheroes for my whole life,
and I want to try something new.” I stopped reading a lot of the
mainstream titles, including most of the Image series. My last
Savage Dragon was # 41.

I never completely gave up on comics. Besides being devoted
to independent titles, I would occasionally pick up some superhero
titles, if I heard good things. A couple years ago a new local comic
shop opened, and the owner’s enthusiasm for superheroes rekindled
my interest. But when I checked out the racks, I didn’t recognize
most of my old favorites. Endless reboots, re-launches and creative
team turnover had left Marvel and DC nearly incomprehensible to
me, a comic book reader of 30 years.

I yearned for a superhero title that was like an indie book, driven
by a constant creator or team, who sticks with the title through its
run. A consistent creative vision on a concept near and dear to the
creator’s heart. About this time, as fate would have it, I saw articles
and posts about the new direction you were taking on Savage
Dragon. After a moment of “He’s still putting it out?”, I realized
this was the answer to my prayers. A “superhero” comic that is like
an “indie” title. Which I guess is what Image, and you in particular,
has been all along.

So I picked up #193, after a long search through several stores,

and was totally sucked in. I can’t wait to follow Malcolm’s journey.
Not only am I onboard for the new issues, but I have 150 back
issues to devour!

So, a few questions. Some of these have no doubt been answered
before, but may be helpful to new or returning readers like myself.

1. Are the Ultimate Collections ever coming out? I would love to
have those.

2. Are you going to continue putting out the Archives?

3. Why do TPBs vol. 12-14 not seem to exist?

Thanks for sticking with your creation all these years. It’s an
amazing achievement that I greatly respect. I can’t wait to see how
far you can take it.

Take care,

Jeremy King
Tollesboro, KY

1: The plan is to get them out. There have been numerous
problems that have yet to be satisfactorily resolved. I wish that
wasn’t the case.

2: Yes.

3: I jumped ahead because I was eager to get certain books
in print and then it never seemed to be a good time to fill in the
gap. At this point there are a couple rather substantial gaps.
The goal is to eventually fill those all in but it’s not as simple
as you might think. I don’t know that this is an appropriate
place to go into the economics of it all but each book starts out
in the red and it can take some time to get into the black. When
you start talking about a series like Savage Dragon where there
are hundreds of issues, that can really add up. To get it all into
print could mean sinking in several hundred thousand dollars.
And with a book selling at the level it’s selling at--there’s no
guarantee that money would ever be recouped. Not an easy pill
to swallow and, unfortunately, there aren’t a lot of options. In
retrospect I wish I’d been putting them out all along the way
but even then it was not especially viable.

If you have any suggestions I’m all ears.

Hi Erik

Thank you so much for bringing out the most unique and
enjoyable characters I get to read every month, I have never been
disappointed with Savage Dragon. I still to this day, have no idea
why SD is not on every comic readers list, oh well they have no idea
what they are missing. Although Dragon has gone missing from
the pages of SD in the past, I always thought “he’ll be back soon”.
When Malcolm and Angel started to take center stage during the
emperor Kurr storyline, I didn’t think that I would enjoy Malcolm’s
adventures as much as I have. I now cannot wait to read about
Malcolm as much as I did his dad.

In regards to issue #193, I love the visuals on Tantrum, he
reminded me of the Hulk with his “babyish” mindset embodied
on his chest, what a great character. And Malcolm is definitely
living up to his namesake, how he takes the baby out is definitely
“SAVAGE” And finally a toast to your dad for supporting you with
your own passion, I would dread to think that I could have lived in
a world without SD.

Take care of yourself.

Gaz Hall
Manchester, England

‘Will do. It has been an interesting transition, I think. I know
it took me a while to get used to the idea but at this point I’'m
fully onboard with it and I’m enjoying writing and drawing
Malcolm stories every bit as much as I did Dragon ones.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Into the Danger Zone.

Pinup by Giorgio Comolo
and even more funny pages!
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1. Who is Josh Eichorn I've always been curious as to who he
was. You always have something hilarious by his name.

I’m keeping it short this time around, I’ll give it another couple
of issues and a nice solid look at the SD Wiki you mentioned before
I barrage you with questions. Thanks again for a fantastic read Erik!
Any day that a new Dragon is available, is a good day in my book!

Valade
Springfield, MA

1. Years ago--21 years, actually--1 needed an assistant to help
go through mail and run errands and Josh Eichhérn came into
my life. He’s asked if he could get credited in the book and I’ve
been running it ever since, even though it’s been years since he
actually worked for me.

Hey Erik,

I’ve known for years you’ve wanted to make Malcolm the lead
in Savage Dragon, and I have to admit, for years I've worried about
it.

1 picked up my copy of #193 with the forgone conclusion that I
wouldn’t dig the new direction very much but held onto hope that
you wouldn’t let me down simply by your track record with Dragon
and the fact that every time I’ve worried about something in the
book you totally surprised me and kept me waiting for the next
issue. It was evident from getting the issue that it was going to be
different because of the new logo, which I kinda like but the whole
change was was actually happening. I puckered up and opened
the book and who’s on the first page, Dragon! All I could think
was, “At least he’s giving us one more shot of Dragon before he
does something vile to him, then young Malcolm shows up and the
mentoring storyline starts, for a couple of pages at least. Your art
was tight as always and at least I could hold onto that if the rest of
the book started to suck, and you know what happened? It got better
and better until I forgot I was supposed to be missing my buddy
Dragon. You’ve established Malcolm and have built him as such
an integral part of the book that it was just another issue (and that’s
a compliment). I like the introduction on Malcolm into the school
and find some of his new cast interesting, especially Lamarr finally
finding out the age old question that no one ask, does Dragon have
scales on his wiener, hilarious! Who wanted to know that, ever?! So
you hooked me with the new direction but the thought of Malcolm
fighting his way through Dragon’s old enemies still didn’t sound
that appealing to me, it’s almost be the way to cop out and rehash
old storylines, not that I expected that but you just never know.
‘What’s happened next solidified that I was going to continue to love
this book, a new villain, not only a new villain but a new funny
looking only-Larsen-could-up-with-it villain! I can’t say I wanted
this monstrosity to hang around but when Malcolm punched that
f&"%g babies face off then through the stomach, I giggled like I
just found out the answer about Dragon’s wiener. That was the best
thing I've read in a comic in years! Years! The icing on the cake was
checking in with Dragon again on the last page which is all it would
really take at this point to make me happy. Now I’'m NOT happy
about Dragon being a machine for artificial insemination, having
no powers and looking like an emaciated Calista Flockhart skeleton
but at least I got to see him. If he’s “married” to Lorella we both
know he’d be putting on his fighting weight like most other married
men, so bulk him back up, please.

Short version (too late for that) I really enjoyed the issue and
can’t wait to see what you’ve got planned.

The pin-ups were excellent as well, especially the Skottie Young
one. It’s sad that it takes that extreme of art to make Dragon look
like Dragon but it was great.

In regards to the letters page where you state if Dragon dies again
it’ll be for good, please don’t do that, I"d rather him come back from
the dead ten more times than to think about comic books without
the original Dragon. You got the creativity to pull it off, or hell, just
don’t kill him again. Thanks for listening to this long ass ramble and
keep up the great work!

Regards,

Chris Atkins
hidden in the mountains of NC

P.S. Istill don’t miss Angel.

You have no heart, Chris.

Hey there and good afternoon sir,

I just read Savage Dragon #193 and I have to say that I find
it very interesting to see Malcolm eventually taking over the title
character. My question is this: Since he is going to be the main
man from now on, is that going to affect the title of the book. I
mean, Savage Dragon is his father and it is his book. I have been
enjoying TSD ever since I picked it up and it’s great to see it’s still
entertaining after all these years. Keep it up.

Secondly, please accept my condolences on the passing of your
father. I know how it feels. After losing my Grandma on my Mum’s
side (2012), and my grandpa, dad’s side (2013), it’s rough. You’re
in my prayers good man. God bless you.

Tari

Neither the father nor the son are actually named “Savage
Dragon” so I figure the title works just as well for one Dragon
as it does another. The title’s not going anywhere.

Dragon Men:

Loved SAVAGE DRAGON 193 from its triumphant varsity logo
to the movie-screen mayhem of its double splashes to its tender
character moments between Malcolm and Pa Dragon. While the
original Dragon is busy saving his species, this book is keeping safe
the humanity of superhero comics. Lots of long runs can just drag
on with the villain-of-the-month or be so tightly plotted as “novels”
that there’s no air, but this book always feels like you’re looking in
on someone’s real life -- it stays that strongly felt and unpredictable.

The first-day-of-school agita was hilarious and the scenes
of Malcolm going to work by jumping out his window were the
reincarnation of Kirby and the color is maybe the most beautiful
yet -- vivid and clear, like the most crisp and bright SFX movie, but
really the mark of a creator who loves what he’s doing and is more
invested in right-now and what’s-next than ever (and obviously
Nikos and Mike are caught up in it too).

Sorry about your dad, Erik -- I’'ve long thought you’re writing
a handbook for how to be a good father, with Dragon showing
Malcolm and Angel the way while getting out of theirs to let them
each be their own person. I gotta believe this is true to your own life
as a dad, and as you show others how it’s done now I know who you
learned it from too.

Adam McGovern
Mount Tabor, NJ

I’ve gotta admit--1 was somewhat hesitant to mention my
father’s passing in these pages because I was concerned that too
many letters would talk about that and not about the issue at
hand but this book has been something like an unofficial diary
for me and it seemed only right to bring it up. But seriously--at
this point--can we move on? I’ve actually clipped a lot of those
comments from the letters printed here as, taken altogether, it
was getting a bit melancholic.

Fin Addicts,

After the last ten issues or so I was worried that Savage Dragon
#193 might fall a bit flat, and I was anxious to read it, but overall I
thought it was a strong start to the “Bold New Direction”.

The opening two splash pages were a good start. It’s funny
seeing Malcolm and Dragon as they used to be, especially when
comparing it to the final page of the issue - which were linked
nicely with Dragon telling Malcolm he’s proud of him in both the
past and present.

Moving on through the issue, and it feels like there are a number
of new supporting characters being introduced, which I’m all for!
Denelle, Lamarr and Jazmine Thomas: I always think that a large
supporting cast is a good thing in any comic, and Savage Dragon
has always had a good (and ever changing!) supporting cast. My
only disappointment was at not seeing Thunder-Head. He is fast
becoming one of my favorite characters, and I was looking forward
to seeing him more regularly once Malcolm took the reins. That’s
only a minor gripe though, as I know this is only one issue without
him.

Tantrum was brilliant! Probably the craziest villain I’ve ever
seen! The following fight was well played out, and I thought the
way Malcolm killed him in the end by punching in the baby head
and then shocking him through the hole where that head had been
was quite brutal!
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It was good to catch up with Dragon at the end, and I hope we
will see even more of him in future issues!

#193 definitely had a different tone with Malcolm in the lead, but
it was still undeniably an Erik Larsen comic book, which is all T ask
for when I read each issue.

Keep up the great work,

John Turner
Liverpool UK

‘Whew. Thunder-Head will be back. I promise.

Erik,

T wanted to let you know what I thought about your “Bold new
direction” issue. You did a good job of establishing Malcolm’s new
status quo and setting up the start of a supporting cast for him. It’s
nice (though probably a little daunting creatively) to have a break
from 20+ years of accumulated history, and shift focus like this.
Hopefully you’ll be able to give Malcolm his own rogue’s gallery,
with only the occasional appearance by one of his dad’s old foes.
1 did like the last scene, and hope he can continue to go to Dragon
for advice from time to time, and he can become just a part of
Malcolm’s larger supporting cast.

Only after reading this issue did I realize what I would have
liked to have seen, though: Malcolm and his dad working together
for a while, to better establish their different temperaments and
approaches to action, before Malcolm went solo. Guess that just
wasn’t what fate had in store for the Dragons...

Still enjoying,

Dale Martin
Lawrence, KS

‘While I’ll touch on it from time to time--flashbacks of the two
fighting side-by-side are likely to be infrequent. Fun though it
is—-it really is time the baton was passed for good and dwelling
on Malcolm’s papa doesn’t help.

Hi Erik.

I must say that the opening flashback of Dragon Sr. and Dragon
Jr. working together to take down the bad guys really did a great job
of softening the blow of losing Dragon as the lead of this book. As I
told you in a letter a few months ago, I have only just recently been
able to start reading Savage Dragon again so when I heard Malcolm
was taking over I was really bummed out. At the time I wrote you I
was still reading issues with Malcolm as a pre-teen and I wasn’t all
that crazy about him. To your credit, you have done such a good job
in developing him that by the time I got to 193 I had really come
to embrace his character and found myself was really enjoying his
adventures. I do miss him working with Angel though so I hope we
get to see some more of her and the rest of the S.0.S. sometime
soon.

After that opening flashback the rest of the issue did a good
job of laying the groundwork for Malcolm’s new life. We see him
getting settled into a new school and making new “friends”, and
also making the acquaintance of a lovely young lady by the name
of Jazmine. I'm sure we’ll be seeing more of her. A possible new
romantic interest perhaps? We also see his new apartment and his
rather unorthodox approach in making a quick exit from it. I like it!
T also like how he has taken to bounding around in giant leaps to get
where he needs to be. And where he needed to be on this occasion
was to take on another crazy Larsen creation by the name of
Tantrum. Did you happen to watch the original Total Recall around
the time you created him? He really reminded me of Kuato. And
Malcolm certainly lived up to the Savage part of this funnybook’s
title in disposing of him, that’s for sure.

A few other random observations. It seemed like your art style
shifted to using heavier lines after the opening flashback. Was this
an intentional shift to set a new tone for the book or was I just
seeing things? And I understand why you changed the logo and
even why you chose that particular font, but I must admit I'm not
too crazy about it. To my mind Chris Eliopoulos’s original logo is
still the benchmark for what a great comic book logo should look
like. It’s still fresh and dynamic even after more than twenty years.
Having said that, it certainly won’t have any impact on my decision
to buy this book. I'm in it for the long haul! All in all, while not an
earth shattering issue full of dramatic revelations, it did a good job
of setting the stage for the adventures of Malcolm Dragon as the

sole Dragon of this nutty book. I look forward to seeing where it
goes from here.

A few quick comments on the last few issues leading up to this
bold new direction. The digest version of issue 190 was fantastic!
I read the standard format first and then checked out the digest for
comparison and I am torn as to which looked better. I think I'm
leaning towards the digest for the simple fact that some of the larger
panels in the standard format turned into splash pages in the digest.
T would definitely support another digest format in the future and
would even read it first over the standard format. I know you said
you probably wouldn’t do it again but I just thought I"d give you
my two cents.

Issue 191 saw the demise of one your oldest and most iconic
villains, Mako. I was sad to see him go but he went out in style.
Well done.

And finally, issue 192. T don’t know how to tell you this, but that
issue really bummed me out. Don’t get me wrong, it was a great
issue and it’s a testament to your skill as a storyteller that it could
make me feel that way, but damn, how could you do that to my
boy Dragon? I have been holding out hope that we’d eventually see
Dragon as a free man again, maybe even occasionally teaming up
with Malcolm to fight the good fight. It was just really sad to see
Dragon so withered looking. I'm still going to hold onto the hope
that there is a way to reverse the process. It might be hopeless, but
what can I say, we comic book nerds can be stubborn and resistant
to change! Malcolm may be the lead now, and I do enjoy his stories,
but Dragon Sr. will always be THE Dragon to me.

And what would a letter to Fin Addicts be without some random
questions and comments? Numbered for your convenience of
course!

1. I love the fact that you are still listing Josh Eichhérn in the
credits even though he no longer works for you. It’s one of the first
things I look at when I turn the cover and it’s always entertaining.
Just how long has been since he has actually been in your service,
and why did it take you so long to spell his name right?

2. I really like the developing relationship between Malcolm
and Thunderhead and I'd like to see more of it. Someone recently
suggested that you make them roommates and I think it’s a great
idea. What do you think? Is there any chance it’ll happen?

3. I love Rex Dexter and Horridus. Any plans to bring them
back?

4. In the early days Dragon had as many as 8 segments to his fin
and it seemed to change often. What made you finally settle on 5
segments?

5. Do you ask for a certain style of lettering for a given sound
effect and who decides on what that sound effect should say?

6. What kind of sneakers does Dragon wear? I'm talking about
the ones with the three lines down the front.

7. Your recent comment about comics not quite being like “movies
on paper” because of the varying panel sizes got me thinking. How
about an issue of nothing but three panel pages running width-wise?
That way each panel would roughly correspond to the aspect ratio
of a film screen.

8. How big are Dragon’s fists measured across his fingers? I
swear his mitts look bigger than some people’s heads!

9. I like the idea of your back-up features being done as a flip
book. Any chance of you reviving that format for future back-ups?

10. And finally, I know Dragon is around 52 or so now, but
sometimes it seems like you draw him looking older than my 70
year old Dad! T would have thought that as a prime specimen of
his species that Dragon would age a little more gracefully. Why so
many wrinkles?

On a final note, I thought your use of a blank page in issue 181 in
place of the non-existent letters was a very effective way of getting
your message across. The letters page in Savage Dragon has always
been head and shoulders above all others in the industry, and from
what I hear it’s practically the only one still in existence these days.
I completely agree with you that it acts like a time capsule and is an
important part of the funnybook experience. In fact, I got exactly
that kind of experience in reading the series from start to finish
over these last few months and it was amazing to see those little
snapshots in time. You just can’t get something like that from an
internet message board. I'm glad to see that little stunt served as
a wakeup call to so many readers. A few of your subsequent letter
pages after that felt like your letters page of old, running on for
pages and pages, and it was great! Now that I am back up to speed
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else. There are some folks that love that the book is set in real
time while others don’t like to see characters getting older. It’s
really impossible for me to listen to everybody--only a tiny
fraction of the audience ever writes in! I can’t read minds, after
all. Al T can do is the best I can do. If you like it--great! If not-
-too bad! There are no shortage of other books on the shelf. If
this one doesn’t suit you there’s likely to be one that does.

Dear Savage Larsen,

Well, here I am...finally writing my long awaited letter after
several months (years?) of not being able to read Savage Dragon. I
finally found me a comic shop that not only carries it, but is more
than willing to order it for me and hold me a copy each month. So
it was a very nice treat to read several months worth over the next
several days before work.

So to hopefully make this letter print worthy I will state why I
still read Savage Dragon after 20 years of continuous publication
and will ask some questions that I won’t ask over social media.
First, Savage Dragon is what I feel a comic should be. No five issue
story arcs tailored for trade publication. Yes, each issue leads into
the next but something actually happens in each issue. Nice dialogue
and characterization interspersed with dramatic fight scenes. I like
how your style is influenced by the greats of a bygone era in comics
such as Jack Kirby and I definitely see some Steve Ditko in there
while at the same time making it your own unique style. The current
trend in comics to me seems to be ultra detailed photo-realistic art
that, quite frankly, I find boring and not very innovative.

The coloring is sharp, crisp, and isn’t muddy like I see from
the “Big Two.” When I read a Marvel or DC book it looks like
the colorist smeared mud over the art. I am not trying to blast any
colorist who is working for either company but that is the truth. I
often find myself not being able to tell apart the foreground from
the background. It all bleeds together. Doesn’t that defeat the whole
purpose of using computer coloring?

And for the love of all that is sacred, you do not bombard us with
constant reboots and renumbering for a cheap sales boost. Marvel
has renumbered and rebooted their titles so many times in the last
decade that I remember getting a complimentary “recommended
reading order” book with my pull list so customers will know in
which order that the trade paperbacks take place. Does it even
matter since continuity has been thrown out the window anyway? It
is just one big mess. And two years into the “New 527 I have pretty
much dropped those titles cold turkey because I already can’t make
heads or tails out of any of it. What a damn shame and a wasted
opportunity.

And when I read these issues of Dragon I noticed something that
is not being done in the mainstream titles from the “Big Two.” The
characters have changed, aged, and grown....I feel invested....20
years of investment. I said to myself many times “Oh yes, I
remember that!” And you’re not rehashing the same old, tired, worn
out stories.

I also like that you are willing to experiment. Seeing the use
of public domain characters such as Daredevil and The Claw was
really cool. I also liked the issue where each panel was a day in the
life of Dragon. Heck, I even liked the weird art experiment you did
back in one issue where the “Seeker” was hunting Dragon.

Now onto the questions:

What’s the latest on your ANT series? Any idea on when we will
be getting that?

Do you plan on using anymore public domain characters in the
future? Mr. Midnight would be cool. (You know, the guy whose
sole power is to control clocks! Just kidding)

Any crossover with other characters from Image or other
publishers?

Are you ever going to give us the back story to “The Seeker?” Or
has that been explained already?

Ok, that’s it for now. Keep it up and I’ll keep buying. At this
point Savage Dragon is the only monthly comic I buy. Everything
else is either collected editions or old vintage back issues. Better yet
I will also spend my money on Image and other indie titles. Screw
the Big Two.

Sincerely,

Simon Parducci

In regard to ANT--I’ll get to it when I can get to it. Savage
Dragon is always my first priority. But it’s definitely on my to

do list.
I’ll likely include some public domain characters in the new
SOS--the government super team Angel belongs to.
No crossovers just yet but Invincible is a strong possibility.
The Seeker is still out there somewhere.

Dear Erik Larsen,

So Dragon didn’t die, instead he’s retired and put out to pasture
to stud. Not what I expected, but it makes sense. I mean Dragon has
died so many times already that the dead horse was beaten one time
too many.

As for his blood making him explode that doesn’t really wash.
That blood is his DNA. You can’t change DNA but theoretically
you could shut parts of it off. So his powers could be restored. I'd
argue that his death sentence could be commuted on the terms of
him remaining powerless.

As for Malcolm’s explanation, I'll just chalk that up to Malcolm
not knowing what he’s talking about. Now if you put Malcolm in
that chair it might be a different story. Malcolm actually has some
human in him. Oddly enough he’d probably come out looking
like an ordinary human man. He’d lose his super strength and
regeneration but he’d retain his electro powers. Yeah that might
make an interesting story arc. It’s tradition for a superhero to lose
their powers once in a while.

So I'll see you in Savage Dragon#193

Douglas Nelson,
Sulphur, LA

P.S. Hardcore Dragon fans don’t all have ginger bowl cuts.
‘Wait. What?!

Dear Erik:

I was late in getting Savage Dragon issue 192. Having to drive
from Mexico to Texas to get to my favorite comic shop (Hi Myth’s
adventures) is not something I can do every week. But at last, I
got my copy, and after preparing myself for heartbreak, I started
reading.

Savage Dragon has been a very important part of my love for
comics. I remember when Image started. So many new titles that I
knew I would love, but none kept me coming back for more except
for SD. I have enjoyed all the evolution in the title. From the art,
the pacing, the subplots, the letter’s page, the characters, it has
been always with joy that I open the first page of a Savage Dragon
comic, knowing that something will happen that I will not expect.
And issue 192 was no exception. I was not ready for Dragon to
die. And thank you, he’s still alive. Woohoo! I know he will not
be in the spotlight now, Malcolm being officially the lead, but it
is a great thing to still have Dragon’s voice not silenced. This is
what I was afraid of losing. Dragon’s voice is unique. He has such
a strong personality, and uncompromising points of view that not
many characters have. I can’t wait for the next issues and see what
new role he will play, and how Malcolm comes into his own.

Thank you for keeping us on our toes,

Fan for life,

Jorge Garcia Reynosa,
Tamaulipas, Mexico

Thanks for putting up with me.

Erik,

I just was wondering. Why did you decide to keep Malcolm as
the main character and not do what Robert Kirkman did. Make a
“Savage Dragon Universe” putting Malcolm, Angel, SOS in that
comic. Leaving Dragon in his own comic? Either way I am sure I
will enjoy your book as always.

Andy Gibson

The unfortunate economic reality is that the numbers a book
like that might sell isn’t enough to support a creative team that
might do such a book.

Hey Erik,

With #193 we have a bold new direction, trade dress, inside
front cover, and headlining hero in Malcolm! Quite possibly the
best revelation with this issue though is Malcolm doesn’t, I repeat
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DOESN’T, have scales on his dick! But seriously, this issue has a
lot going for it.

The first five pages of Malcolm recollecting a previous early
heroing experience with the old man was really great to see. The
first splash page looks really bold next to the new inside front cover
design. And then BAM, a patented two page spread of our father/
son duo taking on the bad guys! Dragon really made his point this
issue reiterating to Malcolm how proud he was/is of him. Clever
use of dialog to cement the passing of the torch.

Is it just me or does this new Jazmine Thomas character have a
slightly subtle passing resemblance to Rapture?! Call me crazy, but
if she winds up being Malcolm’s half sister or something that would
be wild! From all of my previous experience in trying to guess what
you’ll do next, and I wind up being wrong the majority of the time,
Tl just kick back and watch it unfold. Make it good!

One little artistic thing I like about this issue has to do with
coloring. The orange shirt Malcolm wears is a good choice. It really
pops on him. Much like how certain t-shirts always looked good
visually on his dad. Oh wait, we’re treated to another sick two page
spread with the villains, Tantrum! Now he was cool looking! I say
WAS cool, because as soon ‘they’re” introduced, Malcolm all but
kills them. We’re all used to seeing Dragon in the past knocking
off the bad guys, and it appears Malcolm will handle situations
similarly? Sooner or later the law will come down on him too is all
I’'m saying. Nice last page with the prison visit. It’s still going to
take some getting used to seeing Dragon the size of a normal man
since his power removal, but hey it’s better than not seeing him
at all. This is indeed a Bold New Direction! Now pardon me, I'm
going to go check my dick for scales.

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

Okay. Uh...good luck with that.

Hey Erik,

It’s a weird world, when a beginning meets an ending. On the
one hand, you have a new direction for the book and a fresh new
protagonist. On the other, you have the passing of your father (for
which I offer my condolences). I eagerly read the issue, ready to
provide all kinds of feedback, but your conclusion to the letter
column gave the book an entirely different tone. And so I’'m going
to write about only what seems to be the more important parts of the
issue.

Throughout the book, I felt the opening scene was the best part.
It was funny, the dialogue flowed smoothly between father and
son, and the outcome of Malcolm’s intervention was fun to see. It
wasn’t until I reached the last page that something odd hit home.
Again, it was Dragon and his son talking, but something about
this conversation felt real to me. A little too real. I couldn’t put my
finger on it, until you shared your father’s passing with us readers.
And then it hit me, that maybe those last few panels weren’t just
Dragon and Malcolm saying farewell- maybe they also contained
you and your father. I’'m wondering if it’s a coincidence that your
loss mirrors our loss of a Dragon and hero; that on some deeper
level you knew everything was going down around the same time.

To answer the question that you asked in the letter column:
yes, you will be remembered. Greatly. For many of us readers, the
Dragon is an icon that has been with us for most of our lives. I'm
sure he has different meaning to different readers, but to all of us,
he’s important. We have you to thank for your work on Dragon and
your work in comics in general. In many ways, us fans will miss
your father as well: we’ve known for a long time that he played a
significant role in your love for comics, and I wouldn’t be surprised
to find out that your love for comics is tied to your feelings for
him. Throughout the industry, Erik Larsen is known for his love of
comics, and the Dragon book has been one long love letter to the
medium. I can’t think of a better testament to someone’s life than
a body of work that will continue to live for as long as there are
people around to read it. Thank you for sharing the Dragon with us,
Erik. Scaly dick and all.

Sincerely,

Alex Sanchez,
Walnut Creek, CA

Uh...

Erik,

A bold new direction indeed.

The closest thing to reality TV in a comic format......the first
Savage Dragon book of the year, and the beginning of the Malcolm
era. Moving out, new school and taking up one of his dad’s old
professions (pretty much what Malcolm saw his dad doing growing
up) It would be interesting if he interacted with his mom’s family
again but given the fact it’s not HIS mom’s family they wouldn’t
much to say about our Sharona. Onto the book...it reads like a new
book...as if thus really was a Number 1 which it is...but we have
seen the life of this new hero BEFORE his first issue! Looking
forward to his new supporting cast shaping up and how he will
have to handle a new Vicious Circle with an immortal leader at
the helm. Tantrum? What a freaky guy...RIP to him...awesome to
find out how the Krylans will be repopulated officially...I assume
the first generation will grow up not knowing they are all brothers
and sisters (Adam & Eve theory, I guess)? Thank you once again
for sharing your gifts with us...in regards to how you will be
remembered...if you don’t live as long as Stan Lee has we will all
be crushed....you’re an ok fella. Until No. 194 I’ll be staring at the
new covers on FB and raising money for my home...

Peace,

Norv Henry aka Slim Jim Longfoot
Decatur, GA

P.S. No scales here either...lol
Good to hear.

Erik,

This is the first time I'm writing into my favorite comic. I’ve
started a couple of letters before but mostly they turned into
me complimenting just how AWESOME Savage Dragon is.
Which, obviously is something you already know, you’re the guy
responsible for the awesome. But I wanted to write in to praise this
sea change in the title.

Malcolm is truly becoming the center of the book and it feels
invigorated again. I have no idea where the title is headed, or what
you might you might have up your sleeve for issue 200, and I love
it! While Malcolm is comfortable with being a super hero, he’s also
a fish out of water with the new school and living on his own. But
Tdon’t need to tell you this! It’s also great that while Dragon is still
around, he’s also going to be facing new challenges in his much
more mortal state. Anything can happen. I did have one question,
and it may be none of my business, but I was wondering, with the
recent launch of Image selling its own digital comics, do you get
more of the $3.99 price tag if I buy the comic digitally? I've had
to severely cut back on my comic purchases, and it seems digitally
would be the ideal way for me to continue to buy the series. But I
didn’t want to shortchange you seeing as this is my favorite book on
the stands as well as your livelihood.

Anyways, I can’t wait to see what happens next (and I hope
Angel shows up soon)!

Charlie Robinson
Lewisville, Texas

I’m actually not sure how it all breaks down monetarily on
either end. I just hope you buy the book in whatever form you
choose to buy it in.

Erik,

I didn’t want to wait till the weekend to get my copy of SD #193,
so I braved the snow and made the trek to my LCS on New Release
Wednesday for once (the same shop that hooked me up with those
Kamandi issues for next to nothing woohoo!). I don’t have a pull
currently, but was lucky enough to procure the last copy on the
shelf! Thank God, cuz honestly, Dragon was the ONLY reason I
decided to go!

T’ve gotta say man, what a fantastic issue! In particular Malcolm
in school. I legitimately laughed out loud when I read page 8
panel 2, and that’s pretty rare for me. It’s fantastic watching your
characters live, breathe and grow in this series. I also can’t get over
how much bigger Malcolm is in comparison to his Father! I am
super excited to see where you’re taking this series next!

And just to follow letter page protocol:
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Dear Erik,
I'm SOOO excited for this new direction!!

At the beginning of #192’s letter column, you mentioned that you
spent more time on this issue than recent issues in the past, and I
think it shows. There isn’t one aspect in particular that shines, but
the entire story flows very nicely.

Character-wise, we really start to get a feel for the differences
between Malcolm and Angel as individuals when they argue
during the fight scene. I feel like Malcolm especially is coming
into his own as a character. We always knew where Dragon
stood regarding his morals and values, but his son has not been
fleshed out in the same way. It would be good to have some real
differences as he continues to develop: maybe he has a different
view on spirituality than his father (especially given that Dragon
had his talk with God), or maybe he has a different political beliefs
from his father. It’s very rare, especially during High School, for
children to share the exact same beliefs as their parents (as I am
sure you are aware of with your own progeny). There is bound
to be a rebellious view in there somewhere: it’s the heart of what
writing teenage characters is all about.

You also mentioned in the letter page that you attempted to do
an all-swipe issue. While this was too important of an issue to try
such an experiment, I still feel this is a worthwhile endeavor in the
future. Maybe the issue can follow several sub-plots concurrently,
giving you a reason to have abrupt stylistic changes throughout.
Maybe Malcolm can be drunk for an entire issue, something
along those likes that would allow you to leave the book feeling
disjointed. As a reader, I think it would be extremely entertaining
to try and recognize where the swipes came from. And the more
famous the scene, the better: while they may appear obvious to
you (having knowledge of where they came from), it’s a lot less
discernible to the reader. For example, I couldn’t identify a single
one of the remaining swipes that you said were in #192.

A quick question: What was Mike Toris (I'm assume he did the
color selection) thinking when he colored Angel’s clothes? Pink
and red together? I'm sure she has a better sense of fashion than
that! Maybe it was laundry day.

Finally, I want to thank you for the back-ups that we have been
getting lately (the art on Ba-Goom’s story was fantastic). It’s great
to know what these other characters are dong, and it is a treat to
see stories done by other creators. It really builds up the feel of
a Savage Dragon Universe when other creators contribute to the
mythos. That’s what was so fun about SD side characters back in
the ‘90s: they were doing their own thing outside of the main book
and it really fleshed out your world as a Universe, giving it an epic
feel, as opposed to a single title. Hopefully people will continue to
contribute work.

Thanks again,

Leo Silver

I hope so as well. So far it’s been working out just fine!

Hey Erik,

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

‘What can one say? This may be the most potent change to have
ever taken place in Savage Dragon. It all seems a little surreal, like
a foggy dream. It may sound even a little more cliché when I say
bittersweet. You’ve successfully shifted Malcolm into the starring
role. That’s not to say Dragon will never reappear, because I'm
sure he will from time to time. His struggles as a normal Krylan
will make for some good side adventures with Malcolm heading
up the book. It ought to be very interesting to see how Malcolm
handles further emerging from his father’s shadow and makes
more of a name for himself in the super-heroics business. Also
looking forward to the cosmetic change of the Title on the cover.
Nothing will ever surpass the look of the classic logo in my eyes,
but a fresh new take is always welcome. Here’s to the future!

As I write this it’s Thanksgiving morning and I'm getting
ready to head out for the gathering, meal, and festivities. No one
else in my immediate family may understand how much it means
to me, but I'm extremely thankful to have the creative outlet of
Savage Dragon. Being able to collect it, and always turn to it for
entertainment and inspiration, has been a highlight for well over
half my lifetime. It always will be.

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

Thanks, man. Hope to be around a while longer.

Erik,

I'm very pleased with the way things turned out in #192. I've
always wanted to see Dragon reach his later years (if he survives
that long) and Malcolm finally gets more breathing room. Best of
both worlds.

I couldn’t really tell with the last panels but did Dragon also
lose his fangs? There’s still much to be revealed about “Chosen
Ones™... it’s nice that there are still mysteries surrounding
Dragon’s origin. Somehow it happened within the Krylan culture
but I wonder if the same power (not the blood) could be passed
on to humans. Both Dragon and Dark Dragon were negated at
one point and their appearances didn’t change. I know the effects
were gradual, maybe they would’ve lost muscle mass over time.
Remains to be seen, I suppose.

There’s been turning points in the book before but this really
feels like an original fresh start. Well done, I'm looking forward
to it!

Thank you,

Simon Mallette-St-Pierre

P.S. now that Chris Eliopoulos is back on lettering, you should
get him to do a few bits by hand here and there. The double page
spread with Slag saying “Malcolm Dragon” just screams “font” to
me, you know?

I’ll smack the crap out of him.
As for Dragon--yes, he did indeed lose his fangs. Yet another
side effect of the change.

Dear Erik
I've been here since the beginning. Though I haven’t loved
every single issue, particularly the Emperor Kurr arc, it has been
an enjoyable ride. However, with the de-powering of the Savage
Dragon and his position as a secondary character, I think I'm done.
Though you have to be true to your creative instincts, you should
listen to the people who buy your product.
Many thanks and best of luck.
Ed Shaw
New York City

The problem is, Ed--that there’s absolutely no consensus.
You may like one thing and another guy may like something
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