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MISERY LOVES SHERMAN by Chris Eliopoulos
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TURTLE FINDS A PLANE

by Zamin Mirza & David Seltzer
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IT'S MAC DUGGIN
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ALL WRAPPED UP,,,
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man, Mike Matthew & Gary Carlson
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MOB BOSS MAC DUGGIN AND HIS GANG WHO
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TAKEN TED RANDALL’S LIFE...

THE KNIGHT WATCHMAN
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YOUNGER BROTHER, REID.
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T'VE GOT SOME GOOD NEWS
FOR YOU GUYS ON THAT
FRONT. THE MUSEUM HERE HAS
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REWARD FOR PROTECTING
THE JEWELS...
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CAPTAIN STEWART. WE
WERE HEADING OFF ON A
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all of the founding members found themselves rich, successful and with
the ability (for the most part) to write their own tickets in the future.

There are probably several books to be written about the launch of
Image but I'll keep this short. Everyone of those guys started out with
a comic they created and every one of those guys eventually stopped
making those comics in favor of other things li‘ﬁrg publishing or making
toys or for a while at least making television or movies.

Everyone of them except Larsen.

Larsen exists to make Savage Dragon. Savage Dragon exists to be
made by Larsen. I apparently, exist to buy the comic.

Ostensibly, The Savage Dragon is a superhero comic book.

The Dragon was found naked in a burning field and taken in by Lt.
Frank Darling. Darling explains that Chicago is overrun with super-
powered criminals most of whom were born with their powers. The
Chicago Police Department (which has no superhumans) is outgunned
and the city is going down the tubes.

The city will only be saved if The Savage Dragon helps out and joins the
force. At first he refuses but when he sees the damage and death first hand
he has no choice but to use his mighty powers for good.

However, this is a superhero book 1n the way Pulp Fiction is a crime
movie. Tarantino took the elements of several genre films, mixed them up
and came out with something unique, quirky, fun and dangerous. Larsen
took the elements of superhero stories and then made them exist in a
different way.

The biggest change is that The Savage Dragon exists in the real time
and usually on an earth who features the same presidents we have. Each
issue manages to feature a “senses shattering superhero battle” but also
represents about a month of time. So, the story began in 1992 and it still
continues today in 2013. There have been other comics that have done
this, Doonesbury comes to mind, but it’s rare.

You have only to look at some continuity messes created by other
companies over and over again to see how real time and an unwillingness
to start over and over again with a number 1 issue is different. DC has
had at least three complete “events” trying to make their continuity make
sense in the time since Savage Dragon began in 1992.

The real time conceit also makes the kind of stories open to Larsen
different. Currently, the Dragon is starting to look much older, he’s stuck
in prison because he reverted back to an evil personality and killed a
whole mess a people and his son is taking over the heroics.

Also, there are a host of characters who were at one point integral to the
series (friends, lovers sidekicks, villains) who are either dead or have aged
to the point where they were written out of the comic.

For decades superhero comics have lived and died on the illusion of
change. Sure they will publish a year one or an “ending” comic for your
favorite hero buf the main books, Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman,
those rarely, if ever, change. And to those of you shouting about Superior
Spider-man or the current status of certain X-Men or whatever, stop it.
You know better. Superman, Batman and Spiderman are always going to
be roughly the same age with roughly the same cast long after everyone
of us has turned to dust.

Aunt May will forever be near death’s door but somehow fail to die.

But Savage Dragon’s son? We saw his birth, childhood and now his
teenage years month in and month out since issue 33. Dragon’s wife is
dead and seems like she will remain that way and several other important
characters are dead or written out for good.

That’s one of my favorite part of the book.

Another is how Larsen seems to enjoy playing with certain time tested
comic book tropes. Dragon began as a cop in Chicago. Then he worked
as part of an American superhuman task force similar to The Avengers or
The Justice League.

Then Larsen just decided to do Kamandi for 20 or so issues. Kamandi
was a Jack Kirby book about a boy dealing with a ruined Earth ruled by
intelligent, highly evolved animals. Yes, it exists because DC could not
get the rights to Planet of the Apes.

Larsen has also managed to throw his fin headed hero into situations
that would seem similar to long time readers of Spider-Man, The Fantastic
Four and there was a decent stretch of issues that included pages based on
family fun comedy strips you might find in the Sunday funnies.

These aren’t just straight copies either but have unique and weird
takes on those familiar situations. I've never seen The Justice League
accidentally destroy a planet or fuzzy sidekick character turn out to be a
world conquering villain who succeeded in part because the hero didn’t
take him seriously.

The most recent issue included a prison scene that fans of The Punisher
or Rorschach from Watchmen might recognize until it became the
antithesis of those situations. The issue also featured Malcolm Dragon
accidentally killing someone in a “senses shattering battle,” an event that
seems like 1t will have long lasting repercussions.

Larsen is winding his way towards issue 200 and almost unprecedented
run of endurance and clear love not only of his creation but of his job. A
lot of people choose comics as their profession but very few choose a
comic as their life’s work.

While The Dragon was fighting bad guys and raising a family, I was
going to high school, then college and then working for newspapers. I got
married, we have a young son now and I'm learning to be a father.

Along with comics I used to spend a considerable amount of money
each month on CDs and DVDs but we replaced the CDs with a Spotify
account and if I want to watch a movie I either go see it in the theater or
watch Netflix.

My town, which used to have only one comic book shop currently
has three. I go to two of them at least twice a month and a buy a wide
variety of comics in a wide variety of styles including crime (Criminal,
Stumptown) Horror (Hellboy, Fatale) action comedy (Chew) War and
Westerns when Garth Ennis 1s writing them and superheroes (Hawkeye,
Astro City).

And every month I buy a copy of The Savage Dragon.

It’s my favorite.

S. Brady Calhoun
gkthemag.com

Sweet! Thanks for that!

Hello again Erik,

You totally got me. Knowing Malcolm was set to take over in 193,
with a new logo on the cover and everything...then the cover of 192
(which is haunting and beautiful) totally had me believing this would
be the final death of Dragon. Which would’ve really bummed me out,
to go down like a criminal. The Kirbyesque electric chair helmet was
awesome and the full page of him getting zapped was AMAZING. So
T’m happy it happened the way it did. I do have to question the odds of
two Krylans being able to repopulate their race, but I don’t know their
biology. I don’t believe it for Adam and Eve.

1 (ﬁg Malcolm. His childhood, his life, his perspective on the world
is great, seeing the best, hoping to talk things out, to turn “bad” guys
into good citizens or maybe even heroes. The fight scene was drawn
especially well, nice subtle panel of the piece of Brenda morphing back
together. I know I'm in the minority and it’s not in your plan, but Id
love to see some kind of costume or uniform for Malcolm, that is an
homage to his mom’s costume and touches of Dragon in there too.
Maybe just something he tries, given to him by some sponsor or fan
club, and it gets destroyed just lﬁ(c he expected, and he says “see, it’s
pointless to have a costume.” Dang it, I was going to try to talk you into
why a costume would be cool but ended up finding a throw-away joke
just to shut up fans like me.

I’m excited about the new direction. It is almost like starting over
with an issue one but I am so glad you are not renumbering the book!
Can’t wait to see the ways you torment and torture Malcolm and Angel.
plus that Ba-Goom back-up was freaking incredible too. I'm hoping to
make it to Seattle again and get more Dragon comics signed. Maybe the
whole collection over the three days...

Peace,

J. Kingman

I can’t quite picture Malcolm dressing up in an outfit like the one
his mom used to wear.

Hey Erik,

I read the 5 page preview you linked on twitter and had all sorts
of expectations. Dart killing anything in her path is par for the course.
Firepower being the VC big wig? Ok, I guess. It seems like it’s jury duty
with the criminal characters at this point and I'm surprised (aside from
the Annihilators) there’s no other real big gang of super villains yet.
Reading the preview, I suspected something was up though. 1) I'm not
sure if they can force a chaplain onto an atheist prisoner and 2) Appeals
Eroccsscs usually take a while before executions take place. One Kirby

rackle later and we found out that this wasn’t a customized electric
chair.

I really wonder about a de-powered Dragon. I can name a couple
men who lived into their 70s and 80s that could still cause significant
harm to others Lou Thesz, Kano Jigoro, Stu Hart, Verne Gagne and
as you appropriately mentioned Muhammad Ali, so I'm not surprised
about Dragon’s confidence to be a bad ass human equivalent in his 50s,
though I question his conditioning and style. I found myself agreeing
with whoever wrote SD: Red Horizon (is that canon?) and saw him as
more of a 5°10” wrecking ball of power than a person that could use
finesse. Although you did demonstrate he was an excellent marksman.

Totally laughed aloud at the Brotherhood of the Fin. Your fans love
you back, but Cecil (and his Franciscan style haircut) sure doesn’t speak
for us.

While I wanted to be a smart aleck and ask about a super tough
human like Angel getting her hair cut, the fact Brenda “Slag” Funk was
hot enough to cause her pain made me question just how invulnerable
Angel is compared to her mother. I appreciated how Malcolm tried
to talk her down. One of my all time favorite spandex heroes, MC2
Spider-Girl, frequently tried to talk down whoever she was battling and
wound up reconciling with a number of confused would be villains.
Funk isn’t a career criminal. She’s a high school age young girl upset
over her boyfriend’s death. And we’ve aﬁ seen teenagers in pain say and
do the most melodramatic nonsense. Angel has been shown to be hot
blooded. She needed it to survive in her time in Dimension X. Malcolm
was tougher at a younger age, so I suppose he’s less likely to be on the
offensive? Or did his father instill these values? I recall how Dragon
went a long time before he killed out of personal conviction. We see
Slag re-coalescing anyway, so we’ll see if there’s any hope she’ll rethink
her situation, or if her experience has changed her.

I’m curious about your take on the previously story on Ba-Goom’s
world. I adored it and would love it to be considered the official story. I
have no doubt that Ba-Goom’s people were pretty sick of him.

I have no doubt it was a tough story to write as you stated in your
editorial box. I appreciated the wait because this was a fulfilling story.
I’m looking forward to seeing the changes and the new logo.

Ami Gorgoroso
Elizabeth, NJ

‘We’re a couple issues into it at this point. How are we doing?
-Erik Larsen
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BARNEY.. i

T REALLY SUCK SOMETIMES.
WHEN AM I GOING TO
GROW LP?

I CAN'T BELIEVE

NETWORK. CANCELED LIS/
BARNE‘I’S FUN TIME PLAYHOUISE
WAS THE TOP-RATED KIDS SHOW
FOREVER! THIS IS A BUNCH OF
CRAP/ THE YOUNGSTERS

BARNEY, THAT'S
JUST SHOW BUSINESS, \S
APPARENTLY THE BIGWIGS Y3
PREFERRED IT WHEN WE
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KID-FRIENDLY. YOU
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THAT'S NOT

IMPORTANT RIGHT
NOW. WHAT WE NEED
TO THINK ABOUT IS
GETTING OURSELVES
NEW JOBS.

WE'VE GOT
THREE KIDS
TO TAKE CARE OF
WE NEED CASH/

IT's JUST NOT
FAIR, RIKKI. WE'VE
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INTO SUCH LEAN, FIGHTING SHAPE
WHEN HE RULED THE EARTH AND
ENSLAVED ALL OF HUMANITY/
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Okay, here we go--2nd big issue in our bold, new direction! No
letters on that just yet so let’s see how readers reacted to the

stunning wrap up of our bold, old direction! Let’s get right to
the mail, shall we?

Hey Erik,

An end of an era has come, but the beginning of something far
greater has now commenced. A wide-shouldered Dragon is gone, but an
average Joe Schmoe Dragon is now with us. It feels fitting that Dragon
should lose what made him so unique with Malcolm taiing over. At
least Dragon is still green and has a fin right?

Where to begin? The last few issues have been a roller coaster
ride of epic proportions. I'm talking about that feeling of being on a
roller coaster and having potatoes being shot at you. It’s exhilarating,
but painful. You killed Mako. I can’t begin to describe what that felt
like. This is Savage Dragon. Characters die all the time and often in
gruesome and brutal manners. It’s never really bothered me before, but
for some reason it hurt when Mako died. For the past 15 years, I've
always looked forward to his return in an upcoming issue, and it just
feels odd not having that to look forward to anymore. It felt like I was
punched in the gut, and while I was keeling over in pain from the first
punch, someone decided to throw a can of cat food at my head. It hurts.
Still, you have my respect for killing such a fan favorite as well a big
favorite of yours.

The Vicious Circle is now in the hands of Dart. Her rampage has
actually yielded results and I'm pretty damn excited as to what may
come. She’s brutal, yet cunning, and I think seeing her as the leader
will be a unique representation of the group. Plus, it’s about time that
we have a female villain in a position of power. Also glad Firepower
is gone. I've never been a fan of character coming back from death
even if it’s through alternate time-lines. Either way, that list has become
minuscule at this point and hoping the list eventually becomes non-
existent. Question time!

1. Just wondering what your thought process was in terms of killing
off Mako? Why did you kill him off and how hesitant were you in doing
so0?

2. The splash on page 6 with Dragon being electrocuted. Seems
oddly familiar. An homage to something or am I just insane?

3. Only one character this month in the name category. There was an
orange insect dude in issue #81 helping Dragon chip away at the rock.
Just wondering what his name was and wondering if he died after he
went nuts and was attacked.

4. Whatever happened to Mister Faces? Such an unique visual and
awesome creation, yet he’s only appeared once. Will he be returning?

5. I'm pretty sure it’s a safe bet that Brenda Funk will return? What
a fantastic visual.

Well thar she blows! Another issue hits and as always, it makes me
even more excited to see what is coming. You have been running on all
cylinders and that’s always a good thing. You can’t imagine how much
this book means to me. It’s easily the best thing comic book out there
and it helps make life just a bit easier. Thanks again.

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

1: Nobody is killed off without weighing the pros and cons of
doing so. With Mako, it was a matter of him getting old enough that
I didn’t think he could be realistically effective for much longer and
I felt that Dart needed to take him out as a way of facing her fears
on the way to the top. It felt right to me.

2: It’s one of a few panels which were swipes from other comics.
As stated in the issue, I had originally thought of doing an issue
comprised entirely out of swipes and that was one that stuck. It was
swiped from Captain America #205, page 2, by Jack Kirby.

3: Dewdrop Periwinkle. And as far as anybody knows, he’s still
alive. All hell broke loose before any serious damage could be done.

4: He’s in jail. It turns out the authorities don’t take kindly to a
guy attacking the President.

5: I should think so.

Erik,

T've enjoyed Savage Dragon thoroughly. It’s always been fun,
exciting and original, going it’s own way.

T’ve enjoyed your work since the Sinister Six Spiderman story way
back when. It’s still one of my all time favorites because of MJ saying
no to doing nudity in movies.

Thave to give up comics, though. I have a family now and though we
haven’t been sick 1n ages (20 or so years at least for myself) I'm being
forced to buy insurance or pay another tax. It sucks, but it’s comics or
insurance I won’t use. Yeah, that’s the choice.

Thanks for the good times, but Savage Dragon 192 was my last. :(
(My fave Savage Dragon story was the time bomb that turned everything
upside down and undid all the “fixes” that had been made.)

Thank you!

Dave Mulholland

‘Was it something I said?

Send letters to:
2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR

BERKELEY, CA 94704

Wow.

‘What a great way to resolve the issue of “The Savage Dragon must
die”. Well done for once again exceeding my expectations and giving us
yet another quality read.

One thing .... 'm assuming that Lorella did actually manage to take
some of that “accumulated genetic material” of the Krylan race before
she ditched the lab ship? I imagine she must have otherwise the only
other option would be for Dragon and Lorella to repopulate the race
from their own genetic material and that would get a bit incestuous after
one generation.

Ok, one other thing. All I could find wrong with this issue was that
when I got my copy the top staple had torn its way through the centre
page DPS. Stink! Onwards to the new direction.

Paul Rogers
Auckland
New Zealand

T haven’t delved into the method just yet but it’s going to require
a lot of test tubes and surrogate mothers. The reality is, a single
woman carrying baby after baby can only give birth to a limited
few children. When you keep in mind that Lorella was there during
Dragon’s origin story, that would put her around 40 years old and
that’s not a good age to start having a tangle of children. She’ll need
to be harvested for eggs on a monthly basis and those will need to
be implanted in other women and carried to full term and yes, the
accumulated genetic material will need to be put to use or every
Dragon child will be related and inbreeding isn’t a good option if
you’re trying to recreate an entire race.

Sorry about that double-page spread. And I was so happy to have
one end up in the middle of the book for once.

Erik,

I got knots in my stomach at the end of issue #192. As the story
closed, I got a sense of dread and it was confirmed when I read the little
yellow box. No more Dragon? I would NEVER leave this book, and
love every change you make. But getting rid of Dragon as we know him,
is like losing a very close friend.

I do look forward to Malcolm taking over and seeing how it will all
fold out. He’s proven himself capable of filling his dad’s shoes and I'm
sure he’ll develop nicely. Still the best book out there.

I'm gonna cross my fingers and hope Dragon comes back with a
vengeance in #200. If not, then I'll miss you, Dragon!!

Larry Tease
Oklahoma City

Most professional athletes retire in their late 30s or early 40s. It’s
the rare athlete that hangs in there longer and that and it’s usually
a sad thing to watch as a once-great athlete becomes a shadow of his
former self. Dragon is over 50. And yeah, he’s a fighter and arguably
a great one but he’s not getting any younger and it made the most
sense for him to retire.

Hi Erik,

I wrote this thing about your great comic. I've been reading it since
I was a teenager. I'm 35 now. So it’s been a while. I published it in a
magazine I created about comics called Graphic Knowledge. Anyway, I
hope you like it or don’t hate it.

Thanks,

Previously on Savage Dragon

The Savage Dragon

Publisher: Image

Price: 3.99

Creator: Erik Larsen

‘What is it like to buy a comic book every month for 20 years?

It’s weird.

Recently, I caught Jiro Dreams of Sushi, a documentary about a
Ecrfcctiouist who has spent his entire working life trying to make the

est sushi in the world for customers who pay a premium to eat in his
restaurant. Jiro has three stars in the Michelin Guide, is recognized
universally as the best Sushi chef in the world, and has a three month
reservation waitlist. Yet, despite wealth and fame in his chosen
profession Jiro can’t seem to rest. He doesn’t take vacations, he doesn’t
seem to have hobbies. When there is a national holiday in Japan he is
grumpy about it and wishes he could be back in his restaurant making
sushi.

Roger Ebert describes him this way, “a man whose relationship with
sushi wavers between love and madness.”

I think that might accurately describe a guy who has spent his adult
life making the comics he dreamed of in elementary school. Or a comic
book fan who buys those comics every month, without fail until the end.

I started buying Savage Dragon in 1992 with the first issue. Creator,
artist and writer Erik Larsen had published some previous outings for
The Dragon (he didn’t have a real name until Larsen finally revealed his
origin until 2005) in small independent comics before 1992 but those
don’t count.

Larsen launched his title with a group of fellow artists for a company
they created called Image. They were at the time the hottest collection of
artists in the American comic book scene and they all left DC and Marvel
(mostly Marvel) at the peak of their careers. It was a huge success and
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