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incapacitating Dragon, ONLY so he could continue talking with
her. Make no mistake, he was clearly emotionally immature, had
very little value or concern for other people’s well-being, but the
Sharkman had his ways to get sympathy. I'll be curious to see
what rogues survive to fight Malcolm when Dart is done.

Yes, you happen to have two sons, but I think you’ve nailed
writing the motivations of teenagers/young adults. Impatience to
make life altering decisions, frantic over reactions to things going
the opposite of their desire and self obsession. I feel for the kids,
too, but damn are they whiny.

I’ve been thinking about Impostor lately, so it was great to
see that character return (Also Chaos and Control! But I thought
Chaos died?). Oh and rereading this issue showed that Dart
chopped his head off... ANYWAY, I was curious about Impostor
beneath the mask and costume. What gender was Impostor? Did
everything change when Impostor takes on someone’s shape? Was
Impostor dedicated to the mission of impersonating so much that
the wedding would have been consummated when Impostor was
portraying Jennifer in the IU?

Even though I was cheering for the “villains,” GAVIN:
PLEASE CONTINUE WITH BRUTE SQUAD. Thanks as always
and hoping to see you at NYCC again,

John-Paul Gorgoroso
Elizabeth, NJ

Y’know...we never did get the dirt on the Imposter! It could
be damned near anything! As for Chaos...it’s complicated but
there was a huge revision in #76 and many things changed.

Dear Erik,

Congratulations on 191 issues of Savage Dragon! It has been
a long time since I wrote a letter to Fin Addicts. The last one
was from the 73rd issue in March of 2000! I was a big collector
that greatly enjoyed and had every issue of Dragon up to 106.
Unfortunately my story is very similar to that of many people
that collected comics in the 1980s and 1990s. Various life
circumstances led me to stop picking up Dragon and collecting in
general.

I sold my collection and read very few comics until the last
couple of years. Fast forward to 2013, I'm a happily married
man with a great career and some disposable income. I started
collecting certain comic series and issues again (mostly trade
paperback collections of Marvel stuff I loved as a kid). I'm
browsing at a local comic shop last March and I happen upon
an issue of the Savage Dragon. I decide to flip through the book
and am amazed by how much I enjoyed the story and art. It was
like finding an old friend. Honestly, I can’t believe I forgot how
much I loved Savage Dragon. I picked up some issues. Dragon
comics are addictive! I enjoyed them so much that I decided I was
going to start collecting Dragon again. Even though it took a lot
of time and money I was able to acquire a complete collection of
Savage Dragon comic books and read every issue of the series
(plus various mini-series and other Dragon appearances) over
the summer. I had such a great time rereading older issues and
catching up with the new stuff. It was money and time well spent.
I promised myself I was going to write Fin Addicts after I finished
all the issues and this letter is the result.

I believe giving credit where credit is due. I just wanted to
complement you on the most outstanding comic on the market
today and, in my opinion, the best series of the last twenty plus
years. There were, of course, periods and story arcs I liked better
than others, but overall I find Savage Dragon to be consistently the
most enjoyable and highest quality comic available today. I'm not
just saying this to kiss your butt or to get my letter published, but
this is how I honestly feel. Now for a few questions:

1) Now that you are approaching issue 200, do you think
about Dave Sim’s Cerebus mark of 300 consecutive issues by one
creator? Is it a goal of yours to surpass it?

2.) If you ever decide to retire, would you consider passing on
the Savage Dragon to another creative team? Who would be your
top choices?

3.) Most readers know that you debated about revealing
Dragon’s origin. Do you have an ending planned for Savage
Dragon? Do you have a certain number of issues in mind?

4.) Even after reading all the issues, I'm still a little confused
about the Jennifer Murphy situation. Honestly I could have just
forgotten or missed something. I'm especially confused about
how such a major character died basically off panel and now

finding out she has siblings with superpowers. Is it possible for
you to clarify for me the details surrounding Jennifer Murphy’s
death until recent events? Is there more to the Jennifer Murphy
story that we’ll learn about in future issues?

5.) Are your currently planning any comic work besides Savage
Dragon in the near future?

In close, I'm sorry I left and it won’t happen again. Thank you
for the hours of reading pleasure and the high quality of your
work. It’s been a blast catching up! I'm really looking forward
to issue 200 and what you have planned for the future of Savage
Dragon.

You keep creating them and I'll keep buying them!

Thank You,

Michael C. Rickert
Mantua, NJ

1: That would be nice. It’s not something that weighs on me,
to be sure, but it’s a benchmark that’s sitting there--a record
justitching to be broken.

2: If I ever did...sure, I guess but I don’t see that happening
for a long, long time and a lot can happen in that time. The
people I could name now might have long retired or passed
away by then.

3: No and no.

4: It was a weird holdover from the comics I did as a little
kid where Jennifer had two evil brothers that I decided to
incorporate into this book. In retrospect, not my greatest idea.
In the comics I drew as a kid Jennifer was a villain who later
reformed (she was also named Susan--not Jennifer). Given all
of the other changes I made--I probably should have jettisoned
her having evil siblings as well.

Dear Erik Larsen,

Say it ain’t so, Mako! That poor fishy bastard if only he could’ve
made it for a couple more issues he’d live to see Dragon die. Not
only did he get killed by the image of his true love but he had to
see the demise of his “chums.”

So this guy in the Dread Knight suit was the Smithers to Urass
right? So much for arch villains.

So Dragon must die huh? Well what are you going to do with
Malcolm? He’s not ready to take over this book. He’s the best guy
in the world but his personality is a formulaic flat board. Kind of
like Jennifer was. I think you need to put him through the ringer
and have him come out born again so to speak. The death of his
father would be a great starting point in making him seriously
doubt the system. The Vicious Circle should hit him hard and
wipe out his friends even his girlfriends or ex-girlfriend. I wish
Urass wasn’t dead so that he could seek revenge against him but
oh well. After going through hell maybe you should send him to
Washington to join the S.0.S.

There’s groundwork for spice to Malcolm’s character already
there. I mean how long can he stand to be treated like a child when
he spent his childhood in Dimension-X? Talk about traumatic
experiences and why no scenes of him having nightmares after
something like that? Granted he is a child but his reaction to being
talked down to shouldn’t always be nice or passive. Just don’t
make him a big green Peter Parker and wait to age him out of that.

See you in Savage Dragon #192

Douglas Nelson,
Sulphur, LA

And beyond, hopefully. I think you’ll like how things shake
out with Malcolm in the lead. Have a little faith, will ya? This
isn’t my first rodeo!

Congratulations.

I have been looking for the perfect issue to write a email for
print on regarding Savage Dragon, and issue 191 delivers this on a
platter. The death of Mako, one of the most memorable characters
of the series, not to mention on of my favorites, held an impact that
exemplifies why I don’t read Marvel and DC at present. When a
character dies in Savage Dragon, it is a grim finality, calculated
to have the utmost effect on the reader. When a character dies
at either of the big two, it can be for a number of reasons. Most
typical is an attempt to boost sales by shock tactics. Sometimes
it is simply because a writer has a personal dislike of a character.
Whatever the reason, the big two have long since lost the ability
to lay a character to an organic final rest. On the other hand, as
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creator of the bulk of the characters you kill (obvious exception:
some of Charles Biro’s characters that have died in your run, and
technically, though it was a do-over, The Claw), are characters
you have created. There is no advertising the characters will die.
They just do. That, is why death is greater in Savage Dragon.

Another note, I must add, on why this is a superior series, is the
art. It feels like a traditional comic book, a feel that is absent in a
lot of artists of this era. I mean, look at the double page spread in
issue 191. T don’t actually have a particularly good way to describe
the reason the art. I guess as the old cliché goes, “I don’t know
much about art, but I know what I like”.

A final request, as a fan from Australia, I feel somewhat
obligated to ask if you'd consider going to Supanova, a pop-
culture expo we have, some year. I have no idea how being a
guest works, whether you could be one if you requested it or not,
but we’ve had Todd here before, and after that Greg Capullo. So,
whether or not you’d be the most requested guest, I believe as
someone who has done a single comic for 20 years worth of issues
with no fill-ins (over-looking the whole Image X-month, due to
the circumstances), and a founding member of Image, you have
more than earned a place. Anyway, regardless of what happens
with that, thank you for producing one of the most consistently
entertaining reads in comics. Looking forward to issue 200, and
of course the issues in the interim.

Gaston Daniels

PS. I may of been too young to read your comic when it started
(or even read full stop) I was born in ‘92, I have read almost
every issue (I'm looking for four of them still), and did watch
the cartoon as a kid. So, whether or not anyone else thinks it, the
Dragon is an icon in comics as far as I'm concerned. He may not
of started as early as Superman and Spider-Man. He may not have
the popularity of Batman or Wolverine. But he’s got one thing
over almost any superhero ever. His comic has the most consistent
quality due to your dedication. Thanks for that.

Thanks for that.
As for how convention appearances usually work with me--
here’s the deal: they ask me. I don’t generally chase them
down but rather pick from the choices being offered to me.
If you’re interested in having me appear at a local show--let
those organizing said event know you’d like to see me there!

Erik!

The big change (whatever it may be) happens in two issues!
I feel like a kid on Christmas! And boy are things feeling more
and more like the buildup to issue 75! (which, to clear up any
misconceptions, was definitely an amazing time for this grand
tome!)

Great gratuitous ass shot to start the issue, always very
appreciated. Was Tierra always a bitch, or is it just the
awkwardness of the entire situation? I would definitely hate to be
Malcolm. “Oh hey, my ex who cheated on me is down the hall
banging my sorta brother and taking care of their child that they
conceived while she was cheating on me. And the little spud is
going to scream his head off every bloody day!” Yeah, great
times! And then Maxine...oh poor Maxine. Such a crappy deal all
around. And its not like either one is in the wrong. hell, even her
father makes many good points. Hell, I wouldn’t want my 18 year
old daughter moving in with a kid in high school. You know, if I
had an 18 year old daughter.

Hope that’s the last we see of Virus. As a plot device he was
fine. As an ongoing character? Not so much. But he served his
purpose, which was getting Lorella to earth just in time to save our
aging hero! Loved Dragon caving in Dread Knights chest. Talking
about taking care of business. I'm guessing Dragon “dying” is him
having to go off and have a lot of dragon sex and repopulate their
people, but I guess we shall see. Just please don’t completely kill
him off. T wanna see Savage Grandpa Dragon!

Tlove seeing Mako, despite how beat up he was looking. Guess
he’s not getting any younger, huh? And then..and then...you
freakin’ killed Mako! He was still fighting strong when the world
ended in 75 and now he’s just...gone. You killed a little piece of
me, Erik. I hope that gives you some perverse pleasure, sir! And
for the record, was it that he impaled himself on Allison’s sword?
And if so, was it a heat of the moment thing, or was he taking
himself outta the game. I like to think he died on his own terms,
rather than by that little...

Anyway...I was gonna mention how I like Thunderhead sticking
around and that I hope he just stays a “regular” workin’ class
kinda buddy to Malcolm...but then you killed Mako. The wind
is gone from my sails. Yes, this was one of the best issues since
Emperor Dragon but...Mako...but you know what could cheer me
up? Even more Deadly Duo! Wait...unless you plan to kill them
to...you sick bastard...

But seriously, keep up the great work, sir. Looking forward to
many more years of having my heart broken!

Don Smith
Vancouver, BC, Canada

That’s it for Virus. His story is over as well. Breaking
hearts. It’s what I do.

Hi Erik!

Issue 191 was really fun to read and re-read again. I especially
like the scene changes. Right from the beginning, you go from
mundane middle-of the-night bickering to warp-speed warfare.
Then, from a monster’s solar incineration to that hilarious
tottering heap of boardwalk booty AND THEN to the stunning
two-pager charging straight at the reader.

I liked Lorella’s sexy splashdown (is that a Kirby FF tribute)
followed by the sad split of Malcolm and Maxine. The last two
silent panels of them parting were especially touching.

By the way, I've been seeing short scenes of Rex Dexter in back
issues and would like to see more. What issues or trades would
help me learn more about him?

Charlie Boatner

You might want to visit the Savage Dragon Wiki at:
http://savagedragonwiki.wikispaces.com/ it has all of the
answers you need.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Torment

Sorry to end this letters column on a total downer but
things don’t always go as planned.

My Dad just passed away.

As Dads go...he was a really awesome one. When you talk
about parents that lived vicariously through their children-
-that was my Dad. He helped raise four kids that he could
not be prouder of. He was encouraging, thoughtful, helpful
and kind. He really gave all that he could and he was always
there for us.

1 grew up drawing all the time and he just let that happen.
I can’t recall a time when he said not to do what I was doing
and later on, when I was starting out, he helped pay the rent
in my crappy apartment until I could take care of it on my
own. He was beyond supportive of all of his children. He
really went above and beyond and as a grandfather--he was
just as awesome. Patient and supportive and willing to spend
time with people. This was a guy that enjoyed his family--
that liked spending time with his family.

His passing was not totally unexpected. He was not in
great shape. He had diabetes and was overweight, he’d had
a foot amputated and he was gradually going downhill. He
didn’t take good care of himself and that sucked because it
kept him from being around longer than he ended up being
around. He’d had an operation to try and patch things up
and was in a care facility recovering and it was looking
pretty bleak. It wasn’t as though this was completely out of
the blue. We all knew this was coming eventually, we just
didn’t think it would happen this soon.

I’ll miss him. He was a good guy. I hope that when I pass
away people can say the same thing about me.

Pinups by Skottie Young, Ruben Rojas, Angel
Hernandez and Simon Williams (Anthony D. Lee colors)
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she already has been a few times. Just based on that I wouldn’t
want him dating my daughter! Why the problem with Frank and
Co. moving in? Or is it just not wanting to be around his cheating
ex all the time? I get that...

Batsh** crazy Dart is trying to take over the Vicious Circle...
interesting. You know whose reaction to it would be interesting?
The Deadly freakin Duo! Thanks much, sir, for the small taste, but
there’s always room for more Duo.. just like Jell-o!

So overall, good, solid issue. One of my faves for a while
actually. So keep up the great work! ...hey, I just had a thought!
The new logo isn’t because you’re changing the title to “Savage
Dragon co-starring The Deadly Duo!!” is it? I know you have
plans, but just give it some thought Erik! It has a great ring to it!

Until The Deadly Duo die of old age, make mine green!

Don Smith
Vancouver, BC, Canada

‘While Mako’s origin has never been depicted, Mako told
Alex Wilde in Savage Dragon #24, “I wasn’t much of a looker
before th’ accident and gettin’ mauled by a shark at ground
zero didn’t exactly improve things.” So, his story was not
entirely untold. We were pretty much told that he was bitten
by a radioactive shark.

Dragon’s lawyer’s lame is Abraham Smith, sorry to tell you.

Thanks for the kind words. Always appreciated.

Hi Erik,

Just finished reading the digest-sized version of issue 190.
Great experiment. Great issue. I know the 64 pages were the same
amount of content as a standard issue, but with so much story and
so many characters crammed in there it really felt like a mega-
sized issue. Excellent stuff all around. Quick question: Since
you’ve done several experiments in art and storytelling over the
years, any chance you’ll do a black-and-white issue, really go nuts
with the zip-a-tone? That would be a sight to see.

Keep up the good work.

Aaron Eppy
Devens, MA

On my end they’re all black-and-white issues so one that’s
left that way wouldn’t really be that special or different
especially since they’re printed black and white in the Savage
Dragon Archive collections.

Maybe it’s just me...

Hi Erik

Yet another fabulous issue of Savage Dragon has come out and
I am once more scrambling to write you something in the hope
that it reaches you in time for you to consider it pertinent and/or
relevant.

What I forgot to mention in my previous letter is that, in regards
to your experiment with the color a few issues back, I'm sorry, I'm
another one of those readers who felt it didn’t work --- it merely
made the colors look flat and drab. The normal coloring scheme is
best, in my opinion.

What no one mentions (as far as I know) is the lettering. You’re
a great writer & artist, Erik, but I'm sorry, your own letters
made the book look a bit crude. John Workman was better, but
his style of lettering is rather quirky. Best of all is your present
letter, Tom Orzechowski, whom I seem to recall actually ordered
a comic book from me back in 1972 when I was first making an
attempt as a fledgling comic book dealer. I was so impressed
with his lettered letter that I suggested to him, “Hey, you should
become a letterer at Marvel Comics!” Obviously he took up my
suggestion... (Seriously, I have been in contact with him since and
he has informed me that he was probably already a professional
letterer at the point at which he wrote me.)

What a visceral, grueling battle this issue! It would seem as
though Mako almost literally chewed up the Savage Dragon.
Dragon will certainly be a long time recuperating and regenerating
from that. Before that, his beard mysteriously changed from gray
to white, and then he later shaved it into more of a “Fu Manchu
/ Dr. Strange” moustache. (Hey, these things are important!) Not
addressed at all, either in his thoughts or in events depicted, is
the fate of his race, whom at last report were being completely
pogromed by their enemy; a fate for which he is, in a large way,
responsible.

In your letter column, Steven Menendian asks if Savage

Dragon is meant to be a soap opera comic about Malcolm Dragon
and family. You didn’t answer him that I noticed, so please allow
me to do so for you.

Savage Dragon basically defies categorization, but if I were to
define it, I would say that is mainly a straight superhero drama
which occasionally functions as a subtle (and frequently not-so-
subtle!) satire on the entire superhero industry. What continues to
make the book so interesting and vital is not just your continued
commitment to the book, but also the unpredictability of the
events as they unfold.

As for the back-up stories, I notice that in “Where Creatures
Dwell” (title being a tribute to old Marvel “monster” comics, of
course) the character “Flash Mercury” (I think it is) is actually a
re-vamped version of your first version of the Dragon --- a more
traditional, human superhero with a green cowl that has a serrated
fin on top. Also I notice that Flash drives a “Speed Racer” car ---
nice touch.

But I was particularly intrigued by Powerhouse (I like him, by
the way --- sort of a super-powered Foghorn Leghorn) saying, at
the end of the story, “There’s a werewolf in Casper, Wyoming,
that needs our attention.” This inspired a train of thought that you
may or may not find relevant or reverent, but I thought I would
share it anyway. My thought is that these superheroes should or
would be finding new work in Casper as werewolf groomers!
Indeed, and this is something I have given quite a bit of thought
to lately (not having worked for a whopping four years now), I'm
sure werewolves get quite messy tromping around through all that
bramble (not to mention all that blood from their victims!), and
would greatly appreciate someone to straighten out their matted
hair for them. Bravo to these heroes for deciding on a (very
challenging, I'm sure) new career choice!

And in the last story, I was both amused by, and couldn’t help
but identify with, Kill-Cat’s confusion when a beautiful woman
actually does respond to his advances. Speaking from experience,
it really is hard to know how to respond to an acceptance when all
one receives are rejections. Not meaning to sound too heavy here,
but this was almost transcendent storytelling.

Lastly, since everyone writes you numbered questions in their
letters (which you seem to answer so diligently), I thought I would
end by jumping on the bandwagon.

1. Do I have to number my questions for you to answer them?

2. One of the Savage Dragon Specials that I have in my
collection is a gorgeously illustrated book called She Dragon. The
artist is identified as “Franchesco!” Will we ever see more stories
illustrated by Franchesco! (She Dragon or otherwise), or has this
artist moved on to more lucrative and/or satisfying endeavors?

Thanks for your time, Erik.

Tim Marion
New York City

1: It doesn’t hurt. And it sure makes it easier to find them.

2: Franchesco continues to dabble. As far as I know he’s
never had a regular ongoing assignment but he does a lot of
covers and illustrations and commissions. He’s tops.

Hey Erik,

Sometimes life gets hectic and you can’t always remember if
you did something you had meant to do. I’'ve meant to write in
to give my thoughts on #190, but I don’t think I have. As of yet, I
only have the standard sized issue. My LCS claimed they ordered
the small digest one for me, but here it is a month later, and no
dice. Thankfully a fin-addict in need is a friend indeed, so an
undisclosed source has mailed me one. Hope to get it any day now.
Mako, great to see him again. He’s always been a menacing visual,
and how should I put this, ‘worthy’ opponent for Dragon. Nice
to see he holds a vengeful grudge, and he’s found a new partner
in Osgood to make things happen. New Dread Knight baby! It’s
trippy seeing Dragon with a white beard. I'm cool with it though,
as the real time aspect of the book has always made it interestingly
progressive and captivates my attention. Very touching seeing
him try to persuade Malcolm to not follow in his footsteps, for
what good that’ll do.

I wonder where you're taking this thread with Jennifer’s family
now that here brothers have been Negated and have returned to
their mother. It seems like if they were vengeful against Dragon,
they would’ve kept their powers in order to take a more Mako-ish
approach to solving things.

Very nice to get the inside scoop on Malcolm’s life outside of





OPS/images/0025.jpeg
bashing heads. Not sure if Maxine’s parents will really warm up to
him and be accepting or not. Also not so sure about him being so
passive while Maxine pours on the heat to get married. Can’t help
but get that feeling something bad is going to happen to her. Then
again, you may surprise us, and not put her in harms way!

And just when you didn’t think Dart could possibly do anything

else to seem more insane! If she keeps decapitating her potential
foot soldiers, she’s not going to be working with much on her rise
to the top of the VC. What am I talking about? You probably have
an unlimited supply of characters waiting in the wings to be in the
limelight, including some you haven’t even thought of yet!
Well! Frank and Tierra have themselves a daughter! Very adult of
Malcolm to remain civil with Tierra, and Frank, after all they’ve
been through. I don’t know if a lot of people could do that, me
included.

The highlight of the issue for me was the much anticipated
battle royale between Dragon and Mako. It definitely didn’t
disappoint. No less than seven pages! Can’t really believe Mako
took it to him the way he did, taking both of his arms with mighty
bites and proceeding to beat him to a bloody pulp. It’s sad to see
the suited up Corrections Officers make swiss cheese out of Mako
at the end. Only three visible holes though, so hey, one can hold
out hope that he isn’t dead.

And I know only time will tell in future issues, but that
character on the final page looks bad@$$. Not Brenda Funk,
although she’ll do in a pinch. The guy with the horned helmet is
what I mean. See, that’s what I mentioned earlier. You can always
spring a new relevant character on us to spice things up. I'm a big
fan of spice. Talk atcha later!

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

Indeed!

Hey, Erik,

Lorella’s efforts to escape Virus and fight her way to Earth in
SAVAGE DRAGON # 191 were awesome! Of course, so was the
prison break and Savage Dragon’s battle with the Dread Knight.
Really, the whole comic, as always, was packed with intense
moments.

Even though I love the action in the comic, it is the quiet
character moments, like the ones between Malcolm and Maxine
that I enjoy the most. Lots of comics have action scenes (although,
it must be said, they are often not as well illustrated as the action
scenes in SAVAGE DRAGON), but few comics make you feel for a
character dealing with the hurt of being rejected by his girlfriend’s
family. Little moments, like when Malcolm thinks “This is not
going to work out” as he contemplates his living conditions while
going to the bathroom, make me laugh.

All the great character moments and well-executed action
really distinguish SAVAGE DRAGON from other comics, and
that is why the comic is one of my favorites.

Reed Beebe
Kansas City, MO

Thanks, Reed.

Dear Erik,

Man, the last two issues of The Savage Dragon have been
pure funny book heaven! The experiment with issue 190 being
in digest format was a beautiful use of sequential art, while issue
191 was gorgeous in its shocking events and revelations. To avoid
spoilers to those who haven’t read either issue, all I have to say is
that these books gave me chills and were truly moving just like the
classic early books; you are doing yourselves a disservice if you
haven’t read them. Go out and buy them!!!!

Anyways, I am eagerly looking forward to the bold, new
direction and the big ish #200!!! Fin-Addict for Life,

JonesyAZ
Phoenix, AZ

Actually, JonesyAZ, the letters page is one of the few places
where “spoilers” are not only acceptable but encouraged!
‘We’re here to talk about the issues at hand so, by all means,
spoil away!

Erik,

Yow! STUFF IS HAPPENIN’!! I have no idea how this arc is
going to end but it sure isn’t going to be boring. I really enjoyed
how you broke up the sheer, uncontrolled action with the more
pedestrian concerns of Malcolm. We go from being kept up at
night by a crying baby to that wicked cool shot of Virus breaking
out of Lorella’s space ship and coming after her. The contrast
works well, both here and in other places in the book.

And speaking of Lorella, I didn’t expect to see her so soon but
she’s a welcome addition. She arrives in the proverbial nick of
time to save Dragon. I like the whole alien side of Dragon’s nature
and it looks like it’s going to play a big part in the Savage Dragon’s
final fate. I also get a kick out of what a pacifist she is. It seems like
she’s horrified by Dragon permanently dispatching his enemies
but she still digs him, or is that just her need for a male to continue
their race?

Her technology is pretty powerful and Dragon is incredibly
formidable when he’s armed with it. And despite the raw deal he’s
gotten, Dragon still tries to do the right thing. He stops the jail
break and drops his gun when ordered.

This has always fascinated me about Dragon, that this
secondary, artificial personality has been so strong, so true.
You would think that all the stress, the emotion turmoil he’s
been through his personality would crack, or Kurr would have
emerged. But no, he remains true to himself. I wonder if there’s a
story there somewhere?

The jailbreak was totally wild. Loved all the people that showed
up. Chaos and Control are favorites of mine and they never looked
better. Great fight with Dread Knight. And Allison continues on
course to take control of the Vicious Circle, murdering as she goes.
What a psychopath! And the death toll continues to rise. Virus,
Imposter, freaks whose names I don’t know and Mako....He did
die in a spectacularly gruesome way but I’ll miss him. It seems
like you’re pruning away a lot of stuff from the old Dragon’s story
to make room for the new Dragon. I'd be worried if you weren’t so
damn creative. I know for every really awesome villain you kill
off you have a dozen more waiting in the wings.

Malcolm is certainly having his problems. I don’t think he feels
comfortable living with Frank and Tierra, so I think he’s going
to be looking for a place of his own. And Breaking up Maxine
sure doesn’t help. I like that he’s still in touch with his brother
Thunder-Head. What better person to room with, that’s what 'm
thinking.....

As I'said above, I really don’t know where this arc is going, how
it’s going to end. Lorella’s cliff hanger pronouncement seemed
more ironic than literal. And while Dragon dying a heroic death
would be a great segue into the new direction with Malcolm
headlining the book solo, somehow it wouldn’t feel quite right.
I’'m one of your many fans who’ve been reading Dragon since the
first Image series, I've grown to like the Dragon, he’s a good guy,
he deserves something better. Of course, when he does die, he gets
the heaven of his choice, right? That doesn’t sound too bad....

In closing, artwork was the best it’s ever been and the story is
cooking of all cylinders, can’t wait for the next issue.

Later,

Don Massi
Mt. Ephraim, NJ

I’m not ready to see Dragon pushing daisies just yet myself,
but I do know this...I’ve pulled a fast one a few too many times
and giving him another fake death is not going to fly. If he dies
again--it’ll be for good.

Hey Erik,

Loving 191 and had a couple thoughts and questions.

Farewell Mako. I'm already pre-mourning the loss of Dragon
but now we lost him! I adored how Mako was a relatable blue collar
Joe that was given fantastic strength and went on adventures.
Yes, mostly criminal but I'd really love to know if you’ve given
his back story more thought. What had he done to land in prison
that led to his involvement in an experiment (mauled by a shark
during a nuclear demonstration and I'm pretty sure -Gavin help
me- that it was mentioned he was an inmate during all this)? With
this strength, we see him rise up the ranks of organized crime.
When Sebastian Khan takes over, we see him exploring the
ocean, desperately looking for love and eventually becoming a
king. I found his denial for killing Dart to be engaging. Dude,
you blatantly exploded her head, but he swung with the intent of
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Hey Man!

I picked up my two copies of the Savage Dragon #190 digest
sized issue and had a few thoughts about the comic and the format,
so here goes. We’ve read comics for a long time, and you know as
well as I do that nerds are creatures of habit and everything has
to fit together, in order, bagged, boarded to be stored for future,
um, alphabetizing, or re-numerating at multiple later dates. Well,
the new issue of Dragon won’t fit that pattern and I, for one, must
object, and insist that you get started re-formatting the whole
series like this, because it F¥*KING ROCKS! No, seriously, I love
it. It was just fun to hold this thing and add to that it’s one of the
best issues in a while and you’ve got a winner! Please do this again
in the future, it turned out great!

Mako beats the piss out of Dragon, and Dragon laughs at him
while it happens, I still love this book after all these years. I even
like Malcolm and really don’t mind if he gets the cover, as long
as Dragon’s in there somewhere. I'm not missing Angel at all, but
then again, I’ve never been a big fan. Dart Jr. as the new head of
the Vicious Circle is a nice surprise and hopefully she’ll recruit a
bunch of chicks, (um, females, not Powerhouse’s kids) to fight and
you’ll get the large influx of female readers, or you get to draw
more boobs, win, win situation. I'm kidding, sort of.

Thanks for being there all this time and being a true comics
giant! Let’s see who else’s single body of work stacks up? Keep
up the great work and please get started re-formatting the whole
series. Wait-a-minute, where are those new hardcovers? Thanks
for your time.

Regards,

Chris Atkins
hidden in the mountains of NC

‘While a fun experiment it’s unlikely to be repeated any time
soon. Printing costs were out of control! The only reason this
issue could work in both the regular and digest format were
the very specific panel configurations throughout the issue. I
couldn’t pull that off with any other issue in the series even if I
wanted to. While fun--it’s likely to be a one-time event.

Erik,

Wow. Savage Dragon 190 was pure dynamite! What a finale
for Dragon and Mako’s animosity. I can almost feel Mako’s
frustration and anger exploding in his fight with Dragon. Simply
brutal. And what is Mako’s reward for finally beating ol’ finhead?
A quick death.... I'm going to miss Mako, I always though he was a
great looking character but his seems rather fitting, a meaningless
death for a meaningless gesture. It also makes you wonder about
all those times Dragon has fought Mako in the past, I never really
thought he posed much of a threat but here we see what he was
always capable of. Great fight scene Erik, awesome to look at but

RIN(~/AN DI ERSE E

e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

jam packed with all kinds of thought provoking connotations, well
done.

I'm really enjoying this whole “Dragon in Jail” arc. It’s
something new and exciting, something we’ve never really seen
Dragon deal with before. Can’t wait to see where the revelation
that Urass engineered Dragon’s conviction. I think that one
of the reasons I'm digging this arc is part of why I like Savage
Dragon in general, it’s a book that has consistently been done by
one person, you. Over the years we've come to know the Dragon
very well, something that a book with a rotating set of creators
can’t duplicate. We’ve never had a new take on the character, a
reboot or a radical character redesign. Dragon has always been a
carefully thought out and wonderfully written character that has
slowly evolved over many, many years. Major storylines like this
resonate more emotionally with the readers because of this high
quality and steady consistency.

Lots of other cool stuff I haven’t even touched on but can’t
wait to see develop, Frank and Tierra’s baby, Dart taking over the
Vicious Circle, Brenda Funk’s search for revenge and, uhm, did
Malcolm just propose marriage to Maxine?

Take care, looking forward to Savage Dragon #200!

Don Massi
Mt. Ephraim, NJ

Malcolm did, kind of, propose.

As far as Mako goes--he didn’t, as it turns out, die at the
hands of random guards at the end of Savage Dragon #190. He
lived to see another day...and then die at the hands of Dart in
Savage Dragon #191.

Greetings Erik of clan Larsen,

So, off the top, 'm having a *really* hard time avoiding
spoilers for this book, dude! I mean, its great because more people
talking usually means more people finding out about the most
badass comic on the stands, So, good thing. I've worked hard to
avoid them, but I have seen that one piece that floating around.
You know, the one with Dragon...ummm...sitting (trying to avoid
creating spoilers for others) ands I know a big change is coming
up in issue 193. Oh, and I heard about a new logo. Too much info!!
My fears are running wild!! I don’t know why I'm bitching at
you though. You’re just trying to get readers. I just miss the days
where you didn’t really know anything until you picked up the
new issue!

Anyway, issue 190 is in the books! And in two formats. I got
both, but only ‘cause I'm a huge Dragon fan. The digest was cool,
but not something I would be into being a regular thing, The cover
was really well done, sir. I almost felt like it needed an old school
blurb in the corner. Like. DRAGON VERSUS MAKO: ONLY
ONE IS WALKING AWAY!! ...you know, or something...

Inside, I loved having the spotlight on Dragon. It feels like it’s
been a long time since he got to dominate his own book, haha.
I love Malcolm and all, but he’s not savage yet. But his father
definitely has been since getting locked away! And who better to
step up than Mako? No one! Mako is an incredible badass! Since
he’s pretty much a shark, will he live longer than most people?
And you never did say how he came to look like that. That could
be a great story. Actually, are most/any of the freaks in Dragon
born that way? But anyway, the fight was wicked! Only Dragon
can lose an arm and still talk sh**!

Cyril and Ferris are...odd. Is this leading somewhere or was
this just the final bow on their package and now we don’t see them
again?

Dragon’s lawyer, is his first name Don? Cause I would probably
explode with fanboy excitement! Come on Erik, yer halfway
there...

Malcolm had some pretty big personal moments. Meeting he
parents was great. Moments like this help remind me that no
matter what he looks like, he’s still pretty much a kid. It was cute.
I would have thought Maxine’s parents would have been more
worried about her being in danger constantly for dating him, as
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