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That is, I suppose, the downside of having actual destinations that need
to be reached by certain times. For me...it feels fine. I’'m pacing things out
and giving them the same space I would generally give things. In contrast
with other comics--yeah, the book is packed--a lot happens--but that has
always been the case. And part of that is the natural consequences of it being
set in real time. Characters grow, characters age and things change. I’ve got
limited real estate here where I can cover it all.

Good day, Erik,

I’'m trying my utmost to put the ass-kissery aside for this letter as I've turned
into the worst broken record since the Chipmunk’s Christmas special. Ah who
am I kidding, I can’t do that. Savage Dragon 190 was flat out amazing. This
simply is your best streak since the Emperor Kurr arc. It’s that damn good! T
still don’t have the digest as of writing this, but the good news is that I will have
it next week. Still, that’s not going to stop me from writing in after reading the
regular edition.

First things first. Mako. WOW! Dragon fails to beat him again. I was about
99% certain that Dragon would win at the end, but once again I was wrong. It
seems like Mako has become a revenge fueled unstoppable machine. As much
as I love Dragon, I think I enjoy secing Mako even more. He’s just a multi-
layered nut job that his every appearance is a special threat. He’s never been over
exposed so his character feels fresh every time he pops up. Hopefully he’s not on
the back burner for long due to his injuries. Also in a book where we often have
brutal fights, it’s pretty surprising to have one up them all. The Mako vs. Dragon
fight was the most brutal and satisfying fight in the 190 issue run.

I feel like your writing has really shined when it comes to the Malcolm
and Maxine relationship. Easily some of your best dialog and I'm looking
forward to seeing where this story arc heads towards. Don’t kill Maxine! We
know how you love killing the girlfriends in this book.

Ok. It’s official. Dart has now surpassed Overlord I in the evil bad-assery
department. You had her kill Rawdog. Rawdog! Gah! Haha. Well I guess that’s
one less VC goon to bother you about. He’s been around for nearly 20 years.
Time sure does fly. One way or another, Dart is one kick ass lady, even if she is a
psychopath.

Thanks for getting some more character names out there as it’s always nice
to be able to refer to characters by name. So if you don’t mind I have a few more.
(Not too many)

1. The two scientist guys who appeared in Savage Dragon #86 and #92. There
is one with a bushy mustache and one that hides in the shadows. Would love to
see them again.

2. She-Dragon’s interrogator from issues #137 and #153 which she kills via
neck snap. Also, was he the leader of the Uglies Unlimited?

3. Maxine’s parents, the Lai’s. Just wondering what their first names are.

4. The dude Brenda secks out in #190. Is she referring to him as being a
mighty one or is really called the Mighty One? Either way he looks awesome.

5. Bonus question. Any chance Cecil Cellulite might show up soon? That
wedding crasher is one awesome visual.

Well that’s that. Another issue hits the stands and it was a doozie. As always
thank you for doing what you do as it seems to be working.

Thanks,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

1: Looking back at my original script, they’re referred to as “Specs” and
“Joe”. So, let’s go with Roger “Specs” Byrne and Joe Miller.
2: Drudge. He was in the ruling class but he wasn’t the leader.
ichard Lai and Mei Ling Lai.
ighty One it is.
5:1 create too goddamned many characters.

Erik,

I cannot believe Mako beat the crap out of Dragon!! Mako gunned down... He
better not be dead. I want Dragon to t’row him a beatin’ The beating he deserves.
My first issue was Savage Dragon 25. I fell in love with it immediately. I went
back and got the original mini and the 24 preceding issues. I have enjoyed pretty
much every arc sir. I have faith in you as always. I look forward to issue 200 and
the 800+ issues after that. At the least. :)

Your fan —
Randy Hogan
Enjoys the Josh jabs at the beginning of every issue!

Josh Eicchorn is pretty much the best sport of anybody I know. He
actually seems to enjoy the abuse. Despite evidence to the contrary, he’s a
great guy and I’m lucky to have him as a friend.

Erik,

Well, although I mentioned it to guys at the local comic shops around here a
couple times, they still didn’t come through with ordering the digest version of
SD 190. I was really looking forward to seeing that. Hopefully I'll be able to find
it on the internets somewhere. I at least have the normal one, and that’1l have to
do for now. As for as the content, I liked the beard and goatee on the Dragon.
Looks like he’d belong in a biker gang if/when he gets out of jail. Also, I'm sure
it’s been mentioned, but I can’t seem to remember who Cyril and Ferris were, or
the characters on the last page, either. It’ll be interesting to see the new Dart as
leader of the Vicious Circle. and that battle with Mako was pretty awesome, even
though Dragon got his arms ripped off.

Now, back to the format. In SD 187, you responded to a letter I wrote about
doing a sideways/panoramic issue, by saying that the problem would be finding
a panel format that could be shuffled to work both vertically and horizontally.
Which is ironic, because that very same issue, you used a panel configuration
that could perform that exact function. But, then, you went on to do an even
more ambitious experiment on 190 with the regular/digest versions. As I was

reading it though, I discovered that you unwittingly (or perhaps, even, wittingly)
made a comic once again that could in fact be made into a sideways format,
again, as well (which I took the liberties of rearranging, and am attaching to
this email (pages 4 and 11 didn’t translate perfectly, but they still worked). So, T
guess I'll stop bugging you about it, (although I'm sure there would still be a few
people out there who dig something like that, too) and, now, I guess I'll just keep
bugging you until you do the all 2-page spreads issue...

Thanks,

Randy Ruether

The real problem with landscape issues is that you have to read them
like a calendar and that’s no fun. The digest version of Savage Dragon #190
accomplishes that without it having to be read all sideways.

The problem with an issue which is entirely two-page spreads is that,
despite being awesome, it would be a story that was a measly 10-panels
long and it would be an awfully quick read unless it was overwritten and
plastered with balloons and, again, not so fun. But give me some time to
let the thought percolate. I may come up with something yet that is both
visually stunning and a great read.

Hey Erik,

Just read SD #190, another great issue. It was nice to see Dragon rocking a

handlebar, & the fight with Mako was nice & gruesome. Very disarming (groan).
The last several issues have really led me to believe that this truly is the end for
the OI’ Finhead V.1. Sure, in the past we’ve had him disintegrated, revert to his
evil, true self; etc. This time however, there is certainly an air of finality with the
whole deal.
Malcolm is really coming into his own as a major player in this book, & while
I'm gonna miss Dragon Sr., I'm looking forward to what the new direction of
the book will bring. Writing out/annihilating most of the supporting characters
in the last few issues will really help clear up the book for Malcolm to shine. T
expect great things & I'm sure I won’t be disappointed.

Issue #200 is looming, which I’'m positive will be a blistering barnbusterof a
fantastic funnybook... Here’s some obligatory questions regarding it.

1) Since #100 was a 100 pager, is it too much to hope for a 200 pager? I know
you want to stave off the inevitable brain aneurysm for as long as possible, but it
would be really neat is all the centennial issues had a corresponding amount of
pages... You could put them out in parts IE 200A, 200B... I would be more than
happy to pay $10 or more per issue times the 2 issues I get monthly (or whenever
it comes out).

2) Will there be a Savage Dragon Companion #2 to coincide with #200? T
loved the Ist one, & I reckon that these books are a swell way for people to catch
up & join the Fin-Addict community. Please say yes!

3) Not so much a question, but since you’re offing the title character in a
couple months, the expected thing would be to have him make a triumphant &
(snicker) unexpected return in the big 200th issue. I don’t expect this will happen
at all, but I know it’ll be great nonetheless. Savage Dragon is well known for
bucking the typical comic book trends.

Anyway, keep up the great work, seeya.

Jason Garlock
Portland, OR

1: Yes. It is too much to hope for.

2: That is the plan.

3: We’ll see what happens when we get there. I’m certainly not inclined
to spoil things too much just yet.

Hey Erik,

So I just got done with 190 and the realization that the main character of this

book is supposedly going to die two issues from now is sinking in. I dig Malcolm
quite a bit, but I really don’t want Dragon dead and gone. I am really hoping your
going to take a different direction than what looks like is going to happen. My
fingers are crossed.
Issue 190 was quite good. I thought it was truly the best Mako/Dragon battle
yet. If this is the last brawl we see between these two long time enemies, then at
least it was a frickin’ awesome one. Mako has been a part of this book since the
beginning, and it I always welcome any appearance by him. I just need to know,
is he dead or did he survive the laser blasts? It looked like it missed his heart.

Everything else was top-notch as well. Malcolm meeting his girlfriend’s
parents was hilarious, and on top of that you really did a good job of making me
feel bad for the guy. I think most guys can relate to the awkward first time they
had to meet their girlfriend’s parents and you nailed it.

So Dread-knight is next in line to take on Dragon? Who is this Osgood guy?
Has he always been a background character I never noticed? Hopefully you will
elaborate more on that in 191.

Thanks for another high-quality issue. Keep up the good work.

Benjamin Wade
Altamonte Springs, F1

Dragon’s not so much dying as he is being put out to stud. His race has
been all but wiped out and he’s got his work cut out for him.

-Erik Larson

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Dear Mild Mannered Larsen,

So I guess Dragon can be executed for murder now because he just did. T

guess he could argue he didn’t know his tooth was loose but well...
Everybody’s dropping like flies. I'll miss old Battle Axe. She was a cool looking
Kirbyesque character but at least her death results in the origin of a future arch
nemesis for Malcolm. Speaking of battle axes, I give Malcolm’s relationship
with his current girlfriend about six months. She’s already dressing him and
soon the links of thaWt ball and chain will be unbreakable.

Once Dragon dies I'm hoping the effect will have a substantial change on
Malcolm’s personality. Right now he’s just too sweet and perfect. Also I'm
hoping he’ll ditch Chicago and join the S.0.S. All his friends have and with
Dragon dead why not move on?

See you in Savage Dragon# 190.

Douglas Nelson
Sulphur, LA

Yeah, I was torn about Battle Axe as well. I do love that visual. Sometimes
these things take on a life of their own.

As far as Malcolm joining the S.0.S. goes...I don’t think it’s in his nature
to desert Chicago in its most vulnerable hour. That, and I don’t really want
to turn this title into a team book just yet.

Dear Erik:

Picked up Savage Dragon #189 about 10 days ago, and hope that these
remarks are timely enough to be of some interest to you.

T am a long-time off-and-on comics reader and collector who, as of a year
ago, found himself both too disinterested and too impoverished to continue
collecting comics. Unfortunately, my circumstances haven’t changed that much
since then, but when I had a tiny bit of spare cash recently, the only comic I made
apoint of catching up with was Savage Dragon.

Why? Well, it’s obvious: because of the quality of the book; the quality of the
art and writing. But more than that, if no one else has or will, I must congratulate
you on your consistency and continued interest in your character. Many artist/
writers over the years have started a dynamic concept only to abandon it to
other creators later when they have lost interest. You, meanwhile, have scripted,
pencilled and inked over 200 comic books of your character a record of
longevity which even puts to shame past masters like Jack Kirby or Gene Colan!

You are also to be congratulated for not only answering the letters in your
letters column, but also making it many pages long, giving it an almost fanzine-
type feel. Most of the letters, unfortunately, don’t quite make such interesting
reading — gone arce the days when we would get a perspicacious analysis of
the characters and events in the story such as the legendary “T.M. Maple”
might have provided. However, I recognize the strength of communication in
your letter writers giving you numbered queries and your faithful albeit
occasionally understandably enigmatic — answers in return. In addition to the
quality of the text and art, this sort of feedback between creator and fanciers is
surely invaluable.

As to the current storyline, I'm sorry, I must confess I'm at a total loss.
Fortunately I'm not narrow-minded enough to feel as though I'have to understand
everything I enjoy...

I'seem to recall Overlord being a suddenly seemingly omnipotent character,
oram I thinking of someone else? He practically snapped his fingers and whisked
Dragon out-of-existence, claiming that Dragon was just “too much trouble,” or
words to that effect. Before he did so, Dragon had even offered (after Overlord
had made a list of all the calamities Dragon had caused) to un-do various actions,
but Overlord (or whomever) said basically, “Nope™ and the Dragon was gone.
Now he’s back and has been on some space-faring adventure where he was
responsible for wiping out a race of space-faring conquerors. Or is this a Dragon
from another alternate reality? I swear, I've been reading Dragon since the very
beginning, and I can’t keep up with all the reality shifts (I seem to recall in your
letter column you said there had been four). It’s no wonder the populace wants to
give ‘ima fair trial and then hang ‘im — they can probably only remember all the
bad things he’s done either as an (evil) alternative universe Dragon, a monster
imitating the body of Dragon, or, worst of all, Dragon’s “real” personality before
he lost his memory and became the hero of the “comic.” Like them, I too cannot
tell which Dragon is which. I suppose I could re-read all 200 issues, but surely
there is an easier way, such as a synopsis book? Or does that sound too tedious?
Confused minds want to know!

Now Dragon is in jail. You’ve established that he has allowed himself to be
incarcerated to show what a Good Hero he is and how he respects The System.

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

But meanwhile he gets a message that his actions on his space-faring adventure
have just caused the near extinction of his race, and his intervention is once
more required to save the day. And yet he stays in the jail and merely grows a
gray beard? Why? (I mean, why does he stay, not the first appearance of a beard
on him that I can recall.) Shouldn’t he feel so much responsibility for his race,
of whom he was just recently the leader (and the leader whose action lead them
to so much trouble), that he would break out of jail and attempt to save them?
Or is he merely overwhelmed with hopelessness at this point? Again, confused
minds...okay, you get the idea. Anyway, nice ending, I thought.
Thanks for your time.
Tim Marion
New York City

You’re thinking Darklord--not Overlord.

As far as the rest goes...Dragon’s race is on the other side of the universe
and he would have no way of getting there if he were out of jail--and he’s not
out of jail. Lorella told him to stay put and so he has. She came to earth.

And a lot of readers have mentioned the possib of Dragon breaking
out of jail but it’s really not that simple. If it were easy...everybody would
be doing it and Dragon really has no place to go. He would become a fugitive
and as a former police officer...that’s not something he’d want to become
even if he could break out of jail and he can’t break out of jail.

Hello Larsen and Co,

First off Id like to congratulate Gavin on becoming the official editor!

This letter has been a long time coming. It’s been one of those things that I've
wanted to do for so long and do it well so naturally I've been putting it off for
as long as humanly possible; until I felt I could do my feelings towards your
wonderful book justice. But after secing that horrifying blank page you printed
and generally really enjoying the book lately, I just had to get up off my lazy arse
and put in my two cents. I got into Savage Dragon the way I feel most people
probably do, driven crazy by the big two’s bull-sh*t and desperate for a story
that didn’t adhere to any limits or restraints. I won’t lie it also was largely due to
Robert Kirkman constantly citing you as a massive influence as well. You see I
have a bit of a theory about Savage Dragon and Invincible (the first book along
with Spawn that got me hooked on Image Comics) It’s almost like they’re father
and son: 'l explain.
Like any son inspired by his father, Invincible borrowed many things from
SD’s bag of tricks. The infamous page-turner, soap opera-style melodrama
mixed in with bombastic super-heroics, explicitly realistic super-hero fights,
indestructible main characters, thought-balloons not captions, goofy character
names, huge supporting casts, references to the fourth wall without breaking
it, the list goes on and on. Invincible doesn’t bother with politics or social
commentary ‘cause he’s young and not interested in that sort of thing, leave
that to dad. Both books also have this funny knack for not really having an end
in sight, and for littering dangling plot threads around so the reader always has
something to look forward to. But I'm not here to talk about another book; I'm
simply making an observation.

All in all really though it’s hard to sum up just how I feel about Savage
Dragon without showering you with arse-kissing praise, which I know you have
no time for. God knows how you find the time for anything, which adds to why
I admire you and your book so damn much. I mean we all love what BKV is
doing over at Saga and Kirkman has been a staple in every reader’s pull-list for
years now, but none of them do what you do sir. You have a family (and recently
moved house, congrats), go to conventions, do interviews, visit forums, update
your Facebook and twitter feeds constantly, reply to fan emails, tackle multiple
projects and still find time to write, pencil and ink a fabulous ongoing comic:
whilst running a letters column... And have done this for 20 years! Well, bravo
sir. You’ve done what none of those firstimage guys could do (not to be rude) and
you’ve done it with such respect for the art-form. No gimmicks or tired reboots
or meaningless deaths or crappy retcons. You've simply told good old-fashioned
stories of a continually high standard for an incredibly long time and that’s why
I’'m astonished that you had that empty letters column. Because you deserve
those letters more than any American comic artist out there.

Thanks for a book I couldn’t imagine being without,

Sincerely from the UK,

James Dixon

You’re welcome. Tell your friends.

Hi Erik -

Always glad to see the a new issue of SD in my pull. I particularly enjoyed
the recent Claw issues (I like how you’ve incorporated public domain characters
into your ongoing narrative) and the final jailhouse scene in the latest issue.
After reading #189, though, I do have to agree with what Daniel McMasters
wrote-- this issue seemed like another one where you were just racing through
scenes to get all your characters in place for a big storyline in the future. It
felt like a lot of plotlines that had real dramatic potential-- “Jennifer™s return,
Dragon’s life in prison, Dart’s scheme-- were shortchanged and broken up in
order to jump from fight scene to fight scene. Not that T expect a lot of talking
heads in SD, but this issue just felt really rushed.

I guess I wouldn’t mind a little more journey and a little less destination...

Talk to you later,

Dale Martin
Lawrence, KS
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Dear Mild Mannered Larsen,

So I guess Dragon can be executed for murder now because he just did. T

guess he could argue he didn’t know his tooth was loose but well...
Everybody’s dropping like flies. I'll miss old Battle Axe. She was a cool looking
Kirbyesque character but at least her death results in the origin of a future arch
nemesis for Malcolm. Speaking of battle axes, I give Malcolm’s relationship
with his current girlfriend about six months. She’s already dressing him and
soon the links of thaWt ball and chain will be unbreakable.

Once Dragon dies I'm hoping the effect will have a substantial change on
Malcolm’s personality. Right now he’s just too sweet and perfect. Also I'm
hoping he’ll ditch Chicago and join the S.0.S. All his friends have and with
Dragon dead why not move on?

See you in Savage Dragon# 190.

Douglas Nelson
Sulphur, LA

Yeah, I was torn about Battle Axe as well. I do love that visual. Sometimes
these things take on a life of their own.

As far as Malcolm joining the S.0.S. goes...I don’t think it’s in his nature
to desert Chicago in its most vulnerable hour. That, and I don’t really want
to turn this title into a team book just yet.

Dear Erik:

Picked up Savage Dragon #189 about 10 days ago, and hope that these
remarks are timely enough to be of some interest to you.

T am a long-time off-and-on comics reader and collector who, as of a year
ago, found himself both too disinterested and too impoverished to continue
collecting comics. Unfortunately, my circumstances haven’t changed that much
since then, but when I had a tiny bit of spare cash recently, the only comic I made
apoint of catching up with was Savage Dragon.

Why? Well, it’s obvious: because of the quality of the book; the quality of the
art and writing. But more than that, if no one else has or will, I must congratulate
you on your consistency and continued interest in your character. Many artist/
writers over the years have started a dynamic concept only to abandon it to
other creators later when they have lost interest. You, meanwhile, have scripted,
pencilled and inked over 200 comic books of your character a record of
longevity which even puts to shame past masters like Jack Kirby or Gene Colan!

You are also to be congratulated for not only answering the letters in your
letters column, but also making it many pages long, giving it an almost fanzine-
type feel. Most of the letters, unfortunately, don’t quite make such interesting
reading — gone arce the days when we would get a perspicacious analysis of
the characters and events in the story such as the legendary “T.M. Maple”
might have provided. However, I recognize the strength of communication in
your letter writers giving you numbered queries and your faithful albeit
occasionally understandably enigmatic — answers in return. In addition to the
quality of the text and art, this sort of feedback between creator and fanciers is
surely invaluable.

As to the current storyline, I'm sorry, I must confess I'm at a total loss.
Fortunately I'm not narrow-minded enough to feel as though I'have to understand
everything I enjoy...

I'seem to recall Overlord being a suddenly seemingly omnipotent character,
oram I thinking of someone else? He practically snapped his fingers and whisked
Dragon out-of-existence, claiming that Dragon was just “too much trouble,” or
words to that effect. Before he did so, Dragon had even offered (after Overlord
had made a list of all the calamities Dragon had caused) to un-do various actions,
but Overlord (or whomever) said basically, “Nope™ and the Dragon was gone.
Now he’s back and has been on some space-faring adventure where he was
responsible for wiping out a race of space-faring conquerors. Or is this a Dragon
from another alternate reality? I swear, I've been reading Dragon since the very
beginning, and I can’t keep up with all the reality shifts (I seem to recall in your
letter column you said there had been four). It’s no wonder the populace wants to
give ‘ima fair trial and then hang ‘im — they can probably only remember all the
bad things he’s done either as an (evil) alternative universe Dragon, a monster
imitating the body of Dragon, or, worst of all, Dragon’s “real” personality before
he lost his memory and became the hero of the “comic.” Like them, I too cannot
tell which Dragon is which. I suppose I could re-read all 200 issues, but surely
there is an easier way, such as a synopsis book? Or does that sound too tedious?
Confused minds want to know!

Now Dragon is in jail. You’ve established that he has allowed himself to be
incarcerated to show what a Good Hero he is and how he respects The System.

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

But meanwhile he gets a message that his actions on his space-faring adventure
have just caused the near extinction of his race, and his intervention is once
more required to save the day. And yet he stays in the jail and merely grows a
gray beard? Why? (I mean, why does he stay, not the first appearance of a beard
on him that I can recall.) Shouldn’t he feel so much responsibility for his race,
of whom he was just recently the leader (and the leader whose action lead them
to so much trouble), that he would break out of jail and attempt to save them?
Or is he merely overwhelmed with hopelessness at this point? Again, confused
minds...okay, you get the idea. Anyway, nice ending, I thought.
Thanks for your time.
Tim Marion
New York City

You’re thinking Darklord--not Overlord.

As far as the rest goes...Dragon’s race is on the other side of the universe
and he would have no way of getting there if he were out of jail--and he’s not
out of jail. Lorella told him to stay put and so he has. She came to earth.

And a lot of readers have mentioned the possib of Dragon breaking
out of jail but it’s really not that simple. If it were easy...everybody would
be doing it and Dragon really has no place to go. He would become a fugitive
and as a former police officer...that’s not something he’d want to become
even if he could break out of jail and he can’t break out of jail.

Hello Larsen and Co,

First off Id like to congratulate Gavin on becoming the official editor!

This letter has been a long time coming. It’s been one of those things that I've
wanted to do for so long and do it well so naturally I've been putting it off for
as long as humanly possible; until I felt I could do my feelings towards your
wonderful book justice. But after secing that horrifying blank page you printed
and generally really enjoying the book lately, I just had to get up off my lazy arse
and put in my two cents. I got into Savage Dragon the way I feel most people
probably do, driven crazy by the big two’s bull-sh*t and desperate for a story
that didn’t adhere to any limits or restraints. I won’t lie it also was largely due to
Robert Kirkman constantly citing you as a massive influence as well. You see I
have a bit of a theory about Savage Dragon and Invincible (the first book along
with Spawn that got me hooked on Image Comics) It’s almost like they’re father
and son: 'l explain.
Like any son inspired by his father, Invincible borrowed many things from
SD’s bag of tricks. The infamous page-turner, soap opera-style melodrama
mixed in with bombastic super-heroics, explicitly realistic super-hero fights,
indestructible main characters, thought-balloons not captions, goofy character
names, huge supporting casts, references to the fourth wall without breaking
it, the list goes on and on. Invincible doesn’t bother with politics or social
commentary ‘cause he’s young and not interested in that sort of thing, leave
that to dad. Both books also have this funny knack for not really having an end
in sight, and for littering dangling plot threads around so the reader always has
something to look forward to. But I'm not here to talk about another book; I'm
simply making an observation.

All in all really though it’s hard to sum up just how I feel about Savage
Dragon without showering you with arse-kissing praise, which I know you have
no time for. God knows how you find the time for anything, which adds to why
I admire you and your book so damn much. I mean we all love what BKV is
doing over at Saga and Kirkman has been a staple in every reader’s pull-list for
years now, but none of them do what you do sir. You have a family (and recently
moved house, congrats), go to conventions, do interviews, visit forums, update
your Facebook and twitter feeds constantly, reply to fan emails, tackle multiple
projects and still find time to write, pencil and ink a fabulous ongoing comic:
whilst running a letters column... And have done this for 20 years! Well, bravo
sir. You’ve done what none of those firstimage guys could do (not to be rude) and
you’ve done it with such respect for the art-form. No gimmicks or tired reboots
or meaningless deaths or crappy retcons. You've simply told good old-fashioned
stories of a continually high standard for an incredibly long time and that’s why
I’'m astonished that you had that empty letters column. Because you deserve
those letters more than any American comic artist out there.

Thanks for a book I couldn’t imagine being without,

Sincerely from the UK,

James Dixon

You’re welcome. Tell your friends.

Hi Erik -

Always glad to see the a new issue of SD in my pull. I particularly enjoyed
the recent Claw issues (I like how you’ve incorporated public domain characters
into your ongoing narrative) and the final jailhouse scene in the latest issue.
After reading #189, though, I do have to agree with what Daniel McMasters
wrote-- this issue seemed like another one where you were just racing through
scenes to get all your characters in place for a big storyline in the future. It
felt like a lot of plotlines that had real dramatic potential-- “Jennifer™s return,
Dragon’s life in prison, Dart’s scheme-- were shortchanged and broken up in
order to jump from fight scene to fight scene. Not that T expect a lot of talking
heads in SD, but this issue just felt really rushed.

I guess I wouldn’t mind a little more journey and a little less destination...

Talk to you later,

Dale Martin
Lawrence, KS
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That is, I suppose, the downside of having actual destinations that need
to be reached by certain times. For me...it feels fine. I’'m pacing things out
and giving them the same space I would generally give things. In contrast
with other comics--yeah, the book is packed--a lot happens--but that has
always been the case. And part of that is the natural consequences of it being
set in real time. Characters grow, characters age and things change. I’ve got
limited real estate here where I can cover it all.

Good day, Erik,

I’'m trying my utmost to put the ass-kissery aside for this letter as I've turned
into the worst broken record since the Chipmunk’s Christmas special. Ah who
am I kidding, I can’t do that. Savage Dragon 190 was flat out amazing. This
simply is your best streak since the Emperor Kurr arc. It’s that damn good! T
still don’t have the digest as of writing this, but the good news is that I will have
it next week. Still, that’s not going to stop me from writing in after reading the
regular edition.

First things first. Mako. WOW! Dragon fails to beat him again. I was about
99% certain that Dragon would win at the end, but once again I was wrong. It
seems like Mako has become a revenge fueled unstoppable machine. As much
as I love Dragon, I think I enjoy secing Mako even more. He’s just a multi-
layered nut job that his every appearance is a special threat. He’s never been over
exposed so his character feels fresh every time he pops up. Hopefully he’s not on
the back burner for long due to his injuries. Also in a book where we often have
brutal fights, it’s pretty surprising to have one up them all. The Mako vs. Dragon
fight was the most brutal and satisfying fight in the 190 issue run.

I feel like your writing has really shined when it comes to the Malcolm
and Maxine relationship. Easily some of your best dialog and I'm looking
forward to seeing where this story arc heads towards. Don’t kill Maxine! We
know how you love killing the girlfriends in this book.

Ok. It’s official. Dart has now surpassed Overlord I in the evil bad-assery
department. You had her kill Rawdog. Rawdog! Gah! Haha. Well I guess that’s
one less VC goon to bother you about. He’s been around for nearly 20 years.
Time sure does fly. One way or another, Dart is one kick ass lady, even if she is a
psychopath.

Thanks for getting some more character names out there as it’s always nice
to be able to refer to characters by name. So if you don’t mind I have a few more.
(Not too many)

1. The two scientist guys who appeared in Savage Dragon #86 and #92. There
is one with a bushy mustache and one that hides in the shadows. Would love to
see them again.

2. She-Dragon’s interrogator from issues #137 and #153 which she kills via
neck snap. Also, was he the leader of the Uglies Unlimited?

3. Maxine’s parents, the Lai’s. Just wondering what their first names are.

4. The dude Brenda secks out in #190. Is she referring to him as being a
mighty one or is really called the Mighty One? Either way he looks awesome.

5. Bonus question. Any chance Cecil Cellulite might show up soon? That
wedding crasher is one awesome visual.

Well that’s that. Another issue hits the stands and it was a doozie. As always
thank you for doing what you do as it seems to be working.

Thanks,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

1: Looking back at my original script, they’re referred to as “Specs” and
“Joe”. So, let’s go with Roger “Specs” Byrne and Joe Miller.
2: Drudge. He was in the ruling class but he wasn’t the leader.
ichard Lai and Mei Ling Lai.
ighty One it is.
5:1 create too goddamned many characters.

Erik,

I cannot believe Mako beat the crap out of Dragon!! Mako gunned down... He
better not be dead. I want Dragon to t’row him a beatin’ The beating he deserves.
My first issue was Savage Dragon 25. I fell in love with it immediately. I went
back and got the original mini and the 24 preceding issues. I have enjoyed pretty
much every arc sir. I have faith in you as always. I look forward to issue 200 and
the 800+ issues after that. At the least. :)

Your fan —
Randy Hogan
Enjoys the Josh jabs at the beginning of every issue!

Josh Eicchorn is pretty much the best sport of anybody I know. He
actually seems to enjoy the abuse. Despite evidence to the contrary, he’s a
great guy and I’m lucky to have him as a friend.

Erik,

Well, although I mentioned it to guys at the local comic shops around here a
couple times, they still didn’t come through with ordering the digest version of
SD 190. I was really looking forward to seeing that. Hopefully I'll be able to find
it on the internets somewhere. I at least have the normal one, and that’1l have to
do for now. As for as the content, I liked the beard and goatee on the Dragon.
Looks like he’d belong in a biker gang if/when he gets out of jail. Also, I'm sure
it’s been mentioned, but I can’t seem to remember who Cyril and Ferris were, or
the characters on the last page, either. It’ll be interesting to see the new Dart as
leader of the Vicious Circle. and that battle with Mako was pretty awesome, even
though Dragon got his arms ripped off.

Now, back to the format. In SD 187, you responded to a letter I wrote about
doing a sideways/panoramic issue, by saying that the problem would be finding
a panel format that could be shuffled to work both vertically and horizontally.
Which is ironic, because that very same issue, you used a panel configuration
that could perform that exact function. But, then, you went on to do an even
more ambitious experiment on 190 with the regular/digest versions. As I was

reading it though, I discovered that you unwittingly (or perhaps, even, wittingly)
made a comic once again that could in fact be made into a sideways format,
again, as well (which I took the liberties of rearranging, and am attaching to
this email (pages 4 and 11 didn’t translate perfectly, but they still worked). So, T
guess I'll stop bugging you about it, (although I'm sure there would still be a few
people out there who dig something like that, too) and, now, I guess I'll just keep
bugging you until you do the all 2-page spreads issue...

Thanks,

Randy Ruether

The real problem with landscape issues is that you have to read them
like a calendar and that’s no fun. The digest version of Savage Dragon #190
accomplishes that without it having to be read all sideways.

The problem with an issue which is entirely two-page spreads is that,
despite being awesome, it would be a story that was a measly 10-panels
long and it would be an awfully quick read unless it was overwritten and
plastered with balloons and, again, not so fun. But give me some time to
let the thought percolate. I may come up with something yet that is both
visually stunning and a great read.

Hey Erik,

Just read SD #190, another great issue. It was nice to see Dragon rocking a

handlebar, & the fight with Mako was nice & gruesome. Very disarming (groan).
The last several issues have really led me to believe that this truly is the end for
the OI’ Finhead V.1. Sure, in the past we’ve had him disintegrated, revert to his
evil, true self; etc. This time however, there is certainly an air of finality with the
whole deal.
Malcolm is really coming into his own as a major player in this book, & while
I'm gonna miss Dragon Sr., I'm looking forward to what the new direction of
the book will bring. Writing out/annihilating most of the supporting characters
in the last few issues will really help clear up the book for Malcolm to shine. T
expect great things & I'm sure I won’t be disappointed.

Issue #200 is looming, which I’'m positive will be a blistering barnbusterof a
fantastic funnybook... Here’s some obligatory questions regarding it.

1) Since #100 was a 100 pager, is it too much to hope for a 200 pager? I know
you want to stave off the inevitable brain aneurysm for as long as possible, but it
would be really neat is all the centennial issues had a corresponding amount of
pages... You could put them out in parts IE 200A, 200B... I would be more than
happy to pay $10 or more per issue times the 2 issues I get monthly (or whenever
it comes out).

2) Will there be a Savage Dragon Companion #2 to coincide with #200? T
loved the Ist one, & I reckon that these books are a swell way for people to catch
up & join the Fin-Addict community. Please say yes!

3) Not so much a question, but since you’re offing the title character in a
couple months, the expected thing would be to have him make a triumphant &
(snicker) unexpected return in the big 200th issue. I don’t expect this will happen
at all, but I know it’ll be great nonetheless. Savage Dragon is well known for
bucking the typical comic book trends.

Anyway, keep up the great work, seeya.

Jason Garlock
Portland, OR

1: Yes. It is too much to hope for.

2: That is the plan.

3: We’ll see what happens when we get there. I’m certainly not inclined
to spoil things too much just yet.

Hey Erik,

So I just got done with 190 and the realization that the main character of this

book is supposedly going to die two issues from now is sinking in. I dig Malcolm
quite a bit, but I really don’t want Dragon dead and gone. I am really hoping your
going to take a different direction than what looks like is going to happen. My
fingers are crossed.
Issue 190 was quite good. I thought it was truly the best Mako/Dragon battle
yet. If this is the last brawl we see between these two long time enemies, then at
least it was a frickin’ awesome one. Mako has been a part of this book since the
beginning, and it I always welcome any appearance by him. I just need to know,
is he dead or did he survive the laser blasts? It looked like it missed his heart.

Everything else was top-notch as well. Malcolm meeting his girlfriend’s
parents was hilarious, and on top of that you really did a good job of making me
feel bad for the guy. I think most guys can relate to the awkward first time they
had to meet their girlfriend’s parents and you nailed it.

So Dread-knight is next in line to take on Dragon? Who is this Osgood guy?
Has he always been a background character I never noticed? Hopefully you will
elaborate more on that in 191.

Thanks for another high-quality issue. Keep up the good work.

Benjamin Wade
Altamonte Springs, F1

Dragon’s not so much dying as he is being put out to stud. His race has
been all but wiped out and he’s got his work cut out for him.

-Erik Larson

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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