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In case this reads at all strangely, Ben linked me to a Savage Dragon
review he’d written in his letter and I decided, for the sake of all of our
sanity, to copy and paste it all here so you wouldn’t have to hunt it down
and we could all be on the same page.

Resolving longstanding subplots can be a bear. Finding a nice way
to drop in enough information so that everybody’s up to speed can be
next to impossible at times and I’ll admit that I’ve skipped over some
of that for the sake of expediency this time out. Gertie was Jennifer’s
friend and was seen a few times throughout the series (most notably the
two wedding issues #62 and 104) and Helen appeared in issue 132 and
later in issues #142-144. Her transformation to Mutation was indeed
off-panel.

Cyril and Ferris were first mentioned by name in #139 but Bloop
and Animal were mainstays from way back. It was only in the last few
issues that these two were identified as being related to Jennifer. When
I drew Dragon comics as a kid, Jennifer was first introduced as Bloop’s
villainous sister. Needless to say, before then and now a few changes
were made.

Dear Erik,

It’s been a while since I've written, and I have to say that I have been
stirred to action by more than a blank letter page. It seems that you are
changing directions in the book: and I think I am going to like where you
are headed. I know this much: I like what you are leaving behind. Namely,
all the old, retro stuff. Yes, I understand that you do this book to please you
Ist (I remember you stating that this was a priority of yours when the series
was young). And yes, I realize that you love old comics (Next Issue Project
and all that). Yet, I (like I imagine many of your other fans) am significantly
younger than you, and I don’t have an emotional/nostalgic connection to the
elements of this book that are found frequently in the newer Dragon books
(i.e. #76 and on). These include, Kirbyesque title pages, Golden Age heroes,
and narration boxes with redundant or extraneous text (e.g. “Meanwhile...”).
There was a tendency to move backwards, such as re-establishing the
Jennifer/Dragon/Angel family of the original Dragon appearances. As a
younger fan who doesn’t have the same appreciation for them as those who
have been reading comics for longer, I really appreciate that it seems you are
moving away from these themes. I hope that the fans that had an emotional
connection to them enjoyed them while they were here, but I am ready to
move on. I fell in love with the Dragon because he lived in a world filled
with edgy heroes that was more adult and raw than the Marvel Universe.
Superheroes used cuss words, had sex, got bloodied during combat, used the
restroom, and all of the other things that us living people did that could not
be depicted in the typical corporate comic. I understand that for a few years
you had young children whom you wanted to be able to read your book,
but if I am not mistaken, they have grown up and the former rawness that
was “TSD” can now return. I don’t have a clue what you have in store, but
whatever it is, I am eager to embrace it. Before I close, I had two unrelated
thoughts that I will patch on here:

1. Whatever experiment you were running with the colors in #187: Don’t
do it again. Playing with different styles is one thing, but the color in #187
greatly affected the readability of the book! I couldn’t figure out changes
in settings, couldn’t separate foregrounds from backgrounds, couldn’t
figure out who characters were supposed to be or what they were doing;
reading the book was difficult. Out of over 193 issues (including the original
mini and #0), that was hands-down the single worst issue (IMO). I believe
this was mostly the fault of the color. The only positive thing about that
experiment was that it probably increased my enjoyment of issue #188, due
to my elation over a return to typical colors, lol.

2. You must be the most under-rated cover artist in the industry. Your
composition is amazing (I'm admiring the cover of 189 right now), and
deserves greater appreciation. How can we (as fans) make sure that you are
at least considered for an Eisner for cover art?

Bossa Nova! Chevy Nova!

Alex Sanchez @LivingSilver
Walnut Creek, CA

1: I like it. And while I understand that you didn’t...I still think
there were some effective panels in the issue. The biggest problem was,
I thought, that it was too ambitious for a story that jumped around so
much. I’d dome a similar job in Herculian and it was easier to follow.

2: ’m not sure how that works or if fans even participate in that.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

Ibought the first few issues of Savage Dragon when they hit the stands in
the early 90s, as I did for most Image titles in those early days. I remember
thinking as I held those early Spawns, Cyberforces, Savage Dragons and
others, wouldn’t it be neat if they could last as long as Fantastic Four,
X-Men, etc? If the Image universe continued to build and grow and become
as varied and vibrant as the Marvel titles I loved at the time, with years and
years of history behind them?

Sadly, I didn’t keep up with Savage Dragon. I stuck mainly to my Marvel
books and let Image titles fall one-by-one to the wayside. The nature of the
economy, then and now, is that you can’t buy every book that you want, or
most people can’t. But today’s Marvel comics don’t feel like they used to.
Oh, they’re good, but they’ve changed since I first started reading. They’ve
become more cinematic in their storytelling format. And I don’t deny that
they are good (well, like anything, some are good, some not so much). But
something felt like it was missing. It felt like they were ashamed to be good

old-fashioned superhero comics like I used to read as a kid.

Having recently gotten a Kindle Fire and the ComiXology app, I thought
perhaps I'd get some books I'd either left behind or never tried before. One
of the first titles I thought of was Savage Dragon. Almost two hundred
issues” worth of stories, by the same writer/artist? Sounds like the Marvel
titles T used to buy, with long healthy runs by a single creator or creative
team. I planned to start at the beginning, but fate intervened. Image Comics
announced their new Digital program, different from ComiXology or
Kindle in that purchasers would actually OWN digital copies of the books
they bought. I knew immediately that my first purchase would be the next
available issue of Savage Dragon, one of those original Image titles T
speculated on the future of so long ago. I wanted to see if my hopes for them
had come true.

I’'m glad to say, they did. While the Image universe in general is not (and,
given the nature of the beast, never could be) the cohesive whole I'd always
hoped for, Savage Dragon seems to be everything I had hoped it would be
and more. Dragon’s in prison for something, I'm not sure what. He has a
son, who is every bit as tough as his dad, and dare I say it, cooler? A new
Dart, which makes me curious as to the fate of various characters, such as
Barbaric, who I remember from the old days but I'm afraid to ask in case
he’s dead or something. There are numerous subplots and back stories where
T have no idea what is going on, but I look forward to finding out via the
digital back issue bin as they become available in the Image Store.

Tknow I've got a lot to catch up on, but I want to take this opportunity to
thank you. My second childhood begins here and I have a feeling I'm going
to love every minute of it!

Sincerely,

JR Loflin
Thomasville, NC

‘Well, cool. The nice thing about buying books digitally is that back
issues are a mouse click away. It’s a snap to fill in the missing issues in a
collection.

Greetings Erik,

How are you, sir? I'm always good on a day that sees a new issue of
Savage Dragon come out! Now that that’s outta the way, I have to be honest:
this issue was a bit of a miss for me. Well, about 50% at least.

First, the good: I am so happy to finally see Urass get his! And in such
a vicious manner! I am really liking this idea of Dragon being in jail, even
though I originally thought he’d be ruling the place. Seeing that white/gray
beard on Dragon just really again drove home how long this book has been
going. Its both strange and amazing. Is it the older age that helped Dragon
get his ass kicked, or was it just a matter of pure numbers? In any case, it was
good to see the big guy back in action, despite how it turned out. Maybe the
female dragon will come have sex with him and help restore his youth and
vitality? Hey, stranger things have happened.

Most of the rest of the book though, felt like a wrap up loose plot threads
kinda issue. And, sadly for me, wrap up stuff that was never my fave. I
honestly barely even recall Jennifer’s brothers or their story. Battle Axe I
recall more but she has never been a favorite, so I won’t really be missing
any of them. And where the heck did Negate come from? Did Cyril bring
him with them to ambush “Jennifer”?

Honestly, this issue felt a lot like one of the issues leading up to issue 75.
Tassume its something to do with “new direction” coming in issue 1937 Is it
on that scale? You’re not yanking the universe out from underneath us again,
are you??

But at last you have heard my cries and next issue will feature the
triumphant return of The Deadly Duo!! No doubt this is just the start of
renewed greatness for those amazing heroes! Hopefully their exploits don’t
push Dragon and Co out of their own book! When can we expect the new
series to start? Action figures? Cartoon? Movies?? Beach towels?? Wait...
you're not going to kill them...are you...Erik? Oh dear...

Slightly worried but still seeing the world in green until next month,

Don Smith
Vancouver, BC, Canada

It’s funny but for a lot of fans...the issues leading up to #75 are high
on their favorite issues list.

As far as the Gertie/Jennifer/Helen story unfolded, I’m assuming
some time passed here and that Bloop had become suspicious about his
“sister” during that time. He figured out that the Dragon-kid was not
hers and he figured out whose kid he was and arranged to have Battle
Axe and Negate show up in order to first expose her and then to reveal
her true identity. It wasn’t that they both walked by her apartment
coincidentally. What they didn’t anticipate was Battle Axe Kkilling
Gertie.

And the Deadly Duo made it through Issue #190 intact. So, there’s
that.

-Erik Larsen

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Hey Erik,

1 just finished up SD 189 and wanted to share some thoughts and
questions.

First, I fell off the book when I started college, began my career and later
got married, but have been filling in my back issues from the This Savage
‘World to the Back in Blue arches. I mention this because I feel like your art
is hitting its stride lately. It reminds me of when SD was in its early issues,
very new and fresh. You seem like you are enjoying yourself again. Not
sure if you had a creative lull there or the duties of being Image Publisher
hampered your process (both could be understood), but the road to issue 193
is bringing out the best in you lately. Wrapping up loose ends and killing off
characters must agree with you.

I know some people aren’t that keen on the artistic experimenting, but I
actually look forward to it. I can’t say that I like everything you try, but am
not going to complain because it’s all part of the journey, right? I for one,
cast a vote that you to keep trying new things.

Second, the questions:

1. So when Negate touched the imposter, it appeared to reveal two
people, Helen and Gertie? They combined to form one person, right?

2. Did the Helen and Gertie storyline happen in a past issue or off panel?

3. What did Animal squish in his hand on page 19? Was that Gertie’s
head?

4. Old Man Dragon is a badass...not really a question though.

That is all for now, really just wanted to say that I am enjoying the build
to issue 193.

Joe Gillespie
Philadelphia, PA

1: Correct.

2: It was off panel although both characters have appeared
previously. Presumably, Gertie, having been Jennifer’s best friend,
knew her well enough to be able to pass herself off as Jennifer to a
couple brothers who hadn’t seen her in 15-20 years.

3: It was. He was cleaning up and helping make her flushable.

4: True enough.

Dear Erik,

Hello. I really enjoyed the most recent two issues of Savage Dragon.
Really great wrap-up to the story arc with The Claw.

My current financial situation, combined with the rising prices of comic
books, has resulted in my following a greatly reduced number of monthly
titles. That, and there really isn’t all that much currently being published
that T actually enjoy. There is, however, one title that I continue to pick up
each & every issue: Savage Dragon, written & drawn by the super-talented
Erik Larsen, and published by Image Comics. If it ever came down to my
only being able to get just one comic book per month, Savage Dragon would
be my pick.

Previously, the Dragon, after finding his people the Krylans a new home
planet, decided to leave them to their own devices and return to Earth.
Unfortunately, he was arrested and placed on trial for the crimes that his
alternate personality, Emperor Kurr, had committed. The Dragon’s good
“human” personality was eventually restored by the enigmatic Darklord,
who then sent him back in time to kill Kurr. Unfortunately there was still
the matter of the hundreds of people Kurr had killed prior to that moment
when history was altered. The Dragon was found guilty of mass murder
and sentenced to death. And, as he sat in his prison cell, he learned via a
holographic transmission from the Krylans that, in his absence, bereft of his
leadership, they had been almost totally decimated by the invading Tyrrus
Combine. Oops.

Also in recent issues, Dragon’s son Malcolm has been trying to almost
single-handedly fight superhuman crime in Chicago. SuperPatriot was
busy reforming the government Special Operations Strikeforce, and one
by one the heroes of the Windy City have been heading off to join him in
Washington DC, leaving Malcolm to hold down the fort against a second-
generation Vicious Circle. Meanwhile the monstrosity known as The Claw,
who originally menaced the Earth back in the 1940s, has accidentally been
resurrected by Malcolm’s half-brother Thunder-Head.

Are we all caught up now? Good, good!

The last couple of issues of Savage Dragon have been quite well done.
In #188, the Claw finally prepares to make his bid for world conquest, but
Malcolm and the original Daredevil (the Claw’s old arch nemesis, who was
also recently revived in the present day) are alerted to this by Thunder-Head.
What follows is a massive battle as Malcolm, Daredevil, the staff of the
Rock House Diner and the military engage a giant-sized Claw & his swarm

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

of winged minions.

Both Daredevil and the Claw were originally published by Lev Gleason
Publications in the 1940s. Daredevil was created by Jack Binder in late
1939, but was almost immediately after revamped by Jack Cole, who soon
pitted the hero against his own villainous creation, the Claw. Since then,
both characters have fallen into public domain, although Marvel later
trademarked the DD name for their “man without fear.” As a result several
publishers have revised the pair of them, although Daredevil often was
presented under different aliases. I thought that Dynamite Entertainment’s
Death-Defying Devil had a pretty good take on their antagonism, with the
Claw revamped as a hive mind terrorist organization, but then the whole
subplot came to a rushed, unsatisfactory conclusion in Project Superpowers.
In contrast, Larsen’s version of the two characters is much closer to Jack
Cole’s initial conceptions, but at the same time we get to witness their
decades-old conflict come to a very riveting, dramatic finale.

Issue #188 also features the brutal murders of Daredevil’s sidekicks the
Little Wise Guys by Dart. Now, ordinarily I’d find a psycho femme fatale
gutting a bunch of kids with a sword and drinking their blood to be much too
extreme. In this case, though, it’s been established that the Little Wise Guys,
like Daredevil, had become immortal some time before, and so they were
actually older then they looked. That, and in general I just find comic book
kid sidekicks to be really annoying. Every time the Little Wise Guys showed
up, I would sort of groan aloud. In the lettercol, Larsen explained that back
in the 1940s the Little Wise Guys gradually pushed Daredevil out of his
own series, and history seemed to be repeating itself in Savage Dragon. So
Larsen decided to just kill them off. He definitely did so in a memorable
fashion!

Moving on to Savage Dragon #189, Larsen juggles a number of subplots.
Dragon is still in jail, trying to avoid getting killed by all his old enemies
who he previously locked up. Malcolm is having relationship problems with
his girlfriend Maxine. Thunder-Head is in the hospital after nearly being
killed by the Claw. Dragon’s wife Jennifer, who is believed to have died
years ago, seems to have reappeared. Oh, and Dart is still going around
slicing people up.

Even though I have been following Savage Dragon since the very first
issue back in 1992, sometimes I do have some trouble keeping track of the
myriad characters and plotlines that Larsen has introduced in the last two
decades. I was scratching my head over the subplot of Jennifer’s apparent
return, since it dealt with some really minor characters who, as far as I can
recall, were last seen maybe 60 issues ago.

That said, the rest of the issue was quite good. Poor old Dragon is sure
getting the short end of the stick, to say the least. But even after a major ass-
whopping, he still manages to get in the last word, so to speak. That final
page was totally a killer.

Larsen’s artwork on these issues was, as usual, very good. A few months
ago, on #187, he was experimenting with a strict six-panel storytelling and
a variation in his usual inking style, accompanied with a different sort of
color palette. I wasn’t sure if it was entirely successful, but at the same time
Ido appreciate that Larsen is someone who wants to continually grow as an
artist, to attempt new things. This is one of the things that separate him from
many of his contemporaries. In any case, on these following two issues,
Larsen returns to a more standard style of illustration and color scheme. Of
course it looks great, with layouts that are extremely dramatic.

I was especially impressed with the covers of these two issues. Savage
Dragon #188 is a retro-styled piece with Malcolm and Daredevil fighting
the titanic Claw. In contract, #189 has a very unconventional layout, with
the logo taking up much of the cover as the shadows of the Dragon’s fellow
inmates reach down towards him. The piece works very well in implying
an atmosphere of entrapment and claustrophobia that encapsulates the
character’s current predicament.

‘What’s next? I don’t know. Erik Larsen promises big changes are in store
within the coming months. Whatever happens, I will definitely be along for
the ride.

I do have a few questions concerning #189, though. I have to be honest,
around six or so years ago my attention to events on this series did waver
somewhat, and I pretty much lost track of the subplot concerning Jennifer
Dragon being seriously wounded and then apparently dying. In what issue,
exactly, did that happen? And I do have extremely vague memories of Gertie
Funt & Helen Black, but I don’t recall much about them other than it was
mentioned that they were friends with Jennifer. So I was very confused
when Jennifer apparently showed up, only to turn out to be a shape-changing
being made out of a combo of Gertie & Helen created by the Power Broker.
Did that occur on-panel? And who exactly are Cyril and Ferris? Have we
seen them before?

Oh, yeah, as a HUGE fan of Savage Dragon, I would so love to add you
as a friend on FaceBook, but I think you have too many friends or requests
already. At least I can still follow your posts. And, of course, there is always
e-mail for dropping you a note.

As always, Erik, thank you very much for your time. Keep up the superb
work.

Ben Herman
Queens, NYC
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THEY WANT
ME TO FIND
SOQEBOPY

SOMEBODY THAT
ISN'T RISKING HIS LIFE
EVERY DAY FIGHTING BAD

GUYS. SOMEBODY
CHINESE. SOMEBODY
WHO'S NOT IN HIGH
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OKAY. WITH
THAT LITTLE BIT OF
UNPLEASANTNESS
BEHIND US...

I'M 6OIN
TO NEED YOU
TO HAND
QVER THAT
PEASHOOTER
OF YOURS,
SWEETHEART.
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BUT THE
DREAD
KNIGHT

LIVES!

ME THROWN IN THIS
UNGODLY PIT!I AND THAT
BASTARD WAS HAVING ME
BEATEN WITHIN AN INCH
OF MY LIFE EVERY DAY
OF MY CAPTIVITY!

LRASS WAS A
BGREATER MAN
THAN YOU
COULD EVER
HOPE TO BE,
MONSTER!

THOSE

WORPS WILL
BE YOUR
EPITAPH! £

I HAVE NO
REGRETS.

FOOTSTEPS IF

YOU DON'T
BACK THE HELL
OFF!
73 |
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$2 I CAN SEE
NOW WHY THEY'D
SWING A DEAL
WITH THAT
LUNATIC.

WHO BETTER ) i LIVE LONG
TO HAVE MANNING N ENOUGH TO
THE GATES THAN
ROBOTS THAT CAN
BE CONTROLLED
FROM AFARZ

\mi\\f%\\\ .

YOU LIKE
= SOMETIMES
= YOUR DREAMS
REALLY PO
COME TRUE!
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GUARDS..2 )

YOU DON'T
NEED ME

ANYMORE.
I GETIT.

MAYBE
YOU'D LIKE
TO RETHINK

YOUR...

PRETTY MUCH
¢oT ALL OF
THE ANGLES

COVERED,
DON'T YOU?Z
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THAT IS

YNOT
FAIR! THEY WON'T H, Tvvlesl_zvﬁ Nu%
Awﬁggg%g'&ﬁyuss 4 A WehRAtion
YOU'RE WINNINGZ I SCHEME.
YOU CAN ONLY PLAY
IF YOU'RE Ne
ANY P AT
PLAYINGZ

NO
WORRIES--
I BROUGHT
BLNGEES.

HATEVER
CAN'T FIT
INSIPE CAN

IN THE HOUSE
ALONG WITH TIERRA
AND THE BABY..IT'S

GOTTEN PRETTY..,
AWKWARD. T WAS

THINKING IT WAS
TIME TO MOVE
OuT.

WOULD You
4 ; WANT TO MOVE
IN WITH MEZ

MY PARENTS
WOULD TOTALLY
DISOWN ME!

IT'S BAD ENOUGH
THAT I'M DATING

SERIOUSLY,
MAXINE...

DON'T You
THINK WE HAVE
ENOUGHZ
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BUT REALLY..IT IS
FRANK'S MOM'S

I KNOW S
THIENEGESNHEAXEYN’T HOUSE! YOU'RE
I KNow
SINCE WE RELATED, L
MOVED IN. Q TIERRA.

YEAH...

ONE WHO
SUGGESTED
TO FRANK
THAT HE MIGHT
WANT TO MOVE
BACK IN WITH
HIS MOM,
REMEMBERZ

HAVE TO GET
I GUESS NOW
ALLSNIPPY " TAT WE'RE NOT
 DATING YOU DON'T -
HAVE TO TREAT -
ME NIZE.IS

THIS IS
. THAT T2 NOT GoING






