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page. As a *brand*, Savage Dragon has always been reliable
and honest. You've never tried to make the book something it
isn’t - and it really feels like that HAS to have been the master
plan all along. I gotta say, it had better feel good, Erik. Not to
get all Ayn Rand-ish on you, but outside of Howard Roark, has
there ever been a more interesting embodiment the triumph of a
creative person’s singular, uncompromising vision? You should
look upon your work with awe and pride. I really hope you do.
The first one hundred issues of the book in particular will
always hold a special place for me in my life - being a fan of
Savage Dragon led to me making personal friends and close
connections with other fin addicts, some of who I'm proud to
have watch go on to great success in comics themselves (The
Englerts, Keatinges, and Fridolfs of the world, to name a few), or
become genre rock stars (my good chum Jim Demonakos) and
media super-giants (Robert Kirkman). But the second hundred
issues hold a very different meaning to me. Your growth as a
DIY creator has been extremely influential on my own career
and philosophy... your desire - if not your pig-headed insistence -
on trying new things, taking on creative challenges, and pushing
your own artistic horizons has been increasingly remarkable.
If it’s going “two up”, fun with panel arrangements in #190,
silent issues, all-splash issues, issues only illustrated with your
toes and scripted in Portuguese - it’s all been a warm reminder
that we never stop growing or changing, and that challenging
ourselves is truly conducive to personal development.

If I had to choose a single moment from the book’s history
that has resonated with me the most, it might actually be a
comment by you in the letters page of #44 - in which you
explained that Rapture died because the story demanded it, and
that it screwed things up for you because *you had plans for
her*. I don’t think that meant much to me at first, but as I've
gotten older it’s helped me understand not just my own creative
process, but that of other people. Like Eddie Van Halen says...
“hey man, I don’t do jack shit. The music just comes through
me from somewhere else.” Other narrative bits and pieces come
to mind - God vs. Satan, Mr. Glum, Kurr, BrainiApe, Mace’s
outing, just off the top of my head. But it’s your approach to
storytelling and creativity that really means the most.

Without fawning over Savage Dragon too much - it’s always
near the top of my weekly stack of comics to read, and I seriously
hope you don’t tire of it or slow down anytime soon. I've been
there since day one, and at no point did I ever stop or get bored.
I can’t say that about *any other comic book*. I can’t go without
also commending you on sticking to the “real time” storytelling
- watching Malcolm be born and eventually take over the book
is something I wish more people were shouting about from the
rooftops, but whatever. That’s INCREDIBLE.

Celebrating two hundred issues should also be about
anticipating the next two hundred. I really hope that twenty
years from now, when I'm (sweet Jesus) sixty, you’ll still be
holding your pen all weird and maybe making up funnybooks
about yet ANOTHER generation of green-skinned, fin-headed
characters who punch through villains.

Next time I see you, I'm gonna buy you a beer.

Evan Long

And I will drink that beer.

It has been a long, fun ride for me. I know that the recent
changing of the guard has thrown a few folks but it’s really
reinvigorated me. I can’t remember the last time I’ve had so
much fun on this book.

Dear Erik,

There are a handful of people in my life who bring me joy
just knowing they are out there in the world somewhere. Our
lives overlapped at some point and, now, with adult life, we
have moved hither and yon; no longer communicating regularly.
But, still, it brings me joy to think of certain friends living their
unique lives in the world. Even though the two of us have never
met, I wanted to thank you for your inspiration, and the hope
that your life and voice bring to the world. In ‘70s terms, you are
living your bliss path-doing precisely what you were put here to

do, and in a way that no other person could do.

I’ve been reading your work since your Sinister Six run
on S-man back in the ‘90s. So, yes, I was with SD since the
beginning. In a way, this is my first letter to you, but then again,
part of my ‘thank you’ is for nudging me (among many others)
to crystallize some characters and ideas with your Jimbo Da
Mighty Lobster campaign. I even appreciate your blanket letter
of rejection fans could send you, and sympathized with your
frustration—putting yourself out there and adding hours of
extra work only to be griped at and confused. Not to bring up
outdated rubbish, but I wanted to tell you that it was one of many
nudges to move me from one stage of development to another
(and I hope so for many other people as well). People are often
quicker to send letters out of anger than joy (case in point—I’ve
been reading since ‘93 and never wrote).

It has been delightful to watch you hone your craft and voice
over the years. A few years ago, I pulled out my SD back issues
and re-read the run (okay, so I’'m missing a chunk in the middle.
Between comic shops closing and life changes, I drew a line in
the sand and only bought Trades for a while...now I'm painfully
...to my wallet... buying up back issues to fill in the gap. And
have learned my lesson. You are now on a monthly pull list).
I cringe as fans complain over every change, or experiment. [
loved your point that most titles change out artists and no one
complains (although they do). I think the book set in “real time”
makes it best as a monthly pull, and magnifies changes. Re-
reading the issues together puts some things in context, and
makes changes less permanent. So, for every experiment, [
applaud you-narratively and artistically. It keeps the book fresh,
and no one wants a stale dragon. I mean, think of the smell.

False Dichotomies: Thank you for not. Ah, the ‘90s. Savage
Dragon, Image, and Dave Sim. My favorite letter columns back
in the day were in SD and Cerebus (I even re-read the letter
columns when binging on older issues...what other book do
people do that with?). I love that you do your own thing with
SD while fully acknowledging that there are many ways of
doing things—and that your love of comic books in general
shows through your comments. While you may disagree with a
direction, or use a creator as an example of what you, personally,
choose not to do, the message of passion and admiration for
the work comes through regardless. No one needs a cranky
creator, and I appreciate the “room for all” approach. Some
letters indicate certain fan’s or proprietor’s derision for your
title. Small minded nonsense. I love that you are no-holds-
barred with SD. You include the absurd, the zany, the silly, the
mature, the violent, etc., etc., etc. It’s not “either-or,” and as a
fan, I appreciate that. I love that you take your work seriously,
but not yourself. I get tired of comic fans who take themselves
too seriously. It’s 3rd grade “I'm too old for that” nonsense. If
you’re too old for the zany and absurd (unless it’s loaded with
cynicism), then why are you in a comic book shop? Besides
all that, though, it’s just a great read. I have a difficult time
understanding how anyone who truly loves comic books would
not enjoy your title.

Thank you for doing what you do. You are literally the only
person in the world who can, and for persisting and shining
you are an inspiration. “By being yourself, you put something
beautiful into the world that was not there before.” Thank you
for this. I've enjoyed reading your mag. And watching you grow
as an artist and storyteller. Cheers to the next twenty years! (and
beyond).

Sincerely,
Daniel Sergent Georgia

Thanks, man.
-Erik Larsen

ouble!

Keep reading, friend! An all-new Vanguard serial by Gary
Carlson and Frank Fosco and more Funnies are forthcoming!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Erik,

The Malcolm Dragon era has been great so far! Savage Dragon
#198 was fun, getting to see some of the Malcolm-Maxine back
story, as well as seeing Frank Jr. get his feet wet in the weird
and wild world that comes along with being associated with
a Dragon. Although I'm kinda sad to see Malcolm’s Rapture
powers go away, if he’s too powerful every conflict would be
too easily resolved. Good on Maxine to stand up to her parents,
although this issue was a glimpse if not for readers but also for
her what a long-term relationship with Mal is like. Let’s hope
that she is stronger than the majority of female characters in
comics and not only rolls with it, but revels in it, she certainly
seems capable of it. You’ve established that she’s hard-nosed
enough that ifa life with Malcolm is what she wants, she’ll adapt
to the weirdness and thrive. [ hope so, ‘cause I want to see more
of her.

It’s crazy. I recently bought my parents’ house. My dad
had a massive stroke, and the only way my mom could afford
his care was to sell their home. I remember sitting out in the
garage, smoking cigarettes and reading Savage Dragon. This
was around issues 75-100. Now it’s me sitting here, still reading
SD, trying to keep quiet while my three girls sleep, still loving
what you’re doing. I’ve read thousands of books in the last
fifteen years, and there’s one thing that stays with me: Savage
Dragon. It’s really cool that I have this long-box of funnybooks
that I can connect with so many points in my life. I remember
buying the original mini when it first came out, along with so
many forgettable Image books when the line first began. The
excitement when the ongoing started. The short-lived animated
series. Freak Force. The unbelievable reboot with issue 75. My
return to comics and with it SD around issue 138. This long box
encapsulates the last 20-plus years of my life, and I thank you
SO MUCH for it. And now, mere months from a momentous
issue 200. WOW. Congratulations, Erik. If anyone deserves to
have such a milestone, it would be you, and this wonderful guy
you created a million years ago. I've been through a lot over the
last 20-plus years, and you and Savage Dragon have been along
for the ride. I think both of us are just getting started, let’s have
some more fun! Here’s to the next 20-plus years!

David Bewsey
Rockin’ the Suburbs, just like Josh Eichhorn did

P.S. Quick welcome to Rus Wooton! Was this a pinch-hit
appearance or is he the new Eliopouletter?

Rus was filling in for a vacationing Chris Eliopoulos.

As you can imagine Savage Dragon has been very much
the same thing with me. Frank Jr. and Angel are the same
age as my oldest son, Malcolm is a few months older than
my youngest son and there are numerous points along the
way which coincide with this event or that in my life. For me,
one of the most exciting aspects of Savage Dragon is growing
up with these characters. Dragon is in his 50s, Malcolm is a
senior in high school, Angel has graduated and has moved
on. What a stark contrast with pretty much everything else
on the stands which are all but set in amber.

And what a screwed up system we have that parents need
to sell their homes to pay their medical bills. In any other
industrialized country that stuff is covered. Only in America

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

will you have people fighting tooth and nail to make sure that
you and I can one day go broke from our health costs. What
a country.

Greetings Erik,

Holy crap, two more issues to issue 200! I'm gonna need to
buy a new Dragon long box soon! Congrats on still having the
best comic on the stands after all these many years. SO looking
forward to many more years of it to come!

So, on to issue 198! Right off the bat, loved the first meeting
of Malcolm and Maxine. So cute and so perfect. It’s so friggin’
storybook romance, I'm surprised there aren’t more female
readers sometimes. Then again, maybe they’re turned off by
how much you seem to enjoy killing them off. Finally Maxine
has stood up to her parents and is ready to get serious with
Malcolm and...well...I’'m pretty sure Malcolm is climbing out of
that pit, but I'm far less sure that you’re not wanting to kill the
poor girl off. We all know anniversary issues of Dragon mean
death even more than usual. Please Erik, don’t kill her, she’s
amazing. Let her grow and prosper! I beg of you! You can’t
refuse the request of a Canadian on his..ummm...you know...
just don’t. Please.

To be honest, the rest of the issue was kind of flat to me. I
mean, it was all well done and entertaining, there just wasn’t
anything that jumped out and grabbed me. I feel like Malcolm
has been fighting too many generic bad guys as of late. He
needs to prove himself against someone big, with personality.
Basically, he needs his own Overlord. Someone who will do
something big and bad and only Malcolm (possibly with help
from The Deadly Duo) can save the day, make a name for
himself. I know there’s Evil Dart, but she’s to background still
and just runs away a lot. I can feel something big is brewing for
200 though. I'm guessing the S.0.S gets called in to help him
out of the pit next issue leading to a massive underground, freak
fight in issue 200. And none of them can win so the Deadly Duo
saves the day and turns the tide in the battle for good! That’s my
guess at least.

Anyway, I'm with you until one of us breaths our last breath,
sir. Savage Dragon (and Deadly Duo!!!) for life. Take care!

Don Smith
Deadly Duo #1 Fan
Vancouver, BC, Canada

That guess was not entirely accurate. On the plus side--
the Deadly Duo will be showing up in a few issues. So, there’s
that.

Hey Erik,

It’s been a while since I wrote to you, but I think that
the occasion of your two-hundredth issue was the perfect
opportunity to for me to reflect back on the entire run of your
life’s work and really admire it.

I’m sure you’ve broken a lot of records with this achievement
- most consecutive number of issues created by a solo writer/
artist, most amount of green ink used over two decades, sheer
volume of fist-impaled villains, etc. That’s all fine and good and
something to be proud of in and of itself, and lord knows it’ll be
ages before anyone ever manages to break those records. But
there’s something way less superficial to be proud of here, and I
hope the industry takes notice. Savage Dragon has always been
true to itself, and extremely consistent. That’s not to say that it’s
hasn’t changed direction here and there, and that’s not even to
say that (full disclosure) that I haven’t enjoyed certain periods of
the book more than others. But the energy, the fun, the humor,
the willingness to be wacky, surprising, dramatic and sexy and
even stupid - that’s always been there, dripping from every
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