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An issue devoted to fighting cancer isn’t your typical SD
slugfest subject matter. I'm reminded of Captain Marvel who
succumbed to similar circumstances. Yes, even a cosmic
superhero can die from cancer. Superheroes can’t always
save themselves, or others, which speaks to Barry almost
surviving his brush with death. Almost. I only ask that you
dial down the death rate so as not to minimize the gravitas of
loss.

It was interesting to see an upbeat Maxine become so
emotionally vulnerable when coping with the weight of the
world bearing down on her small shoulders. Having those
crazy kids doesn’t help matters any. It’ll be cool to see how
the triplets grow up and assert their individual identities.
Perhaps someday they’ll assist their superhero dad the way
The Warriors Three do Thor.

FYI, even though doctors claim kids can’t retain
memories before the age of 2, I'm living proof that that’s
bunk. I enjoy many vivid memories of what I was seeing,
as well as what I was THINKING, when only 6 months of
age, if not earlier.

If you ask me, that “little Donald Trump hand” was just
what the doctor ordered. Thank you for that. Let’s just
say that I commiserate with Malcolm’s pain with respect
to Trump winning the election. (I despise the man; sorry,
not sorry.) I'm sure you ruffled a few pro-Trump
feathers with that one. I'm all for nepotism as it relates to
Malcolm taking over the book, no so much as it pertains
to President-elect Trump’s conflict of interest vis-a-vis his
offspring.

Thank God the Cubbies won the World Series, otherwise
this woulda been one depressing issue. Give my best to
Papa Dragon; it’s always nice to see an old friend.

Sincerely,

Sotiris Gravas
P.S. LOVED seeing that Thunder-Head black back cover,
courtesy of Raven Perez, co-host of the Savage FINcast; it
makes for a cool T-shirt.
P.P.S Please, make issue #225, celebrating SD and Image’s
25 anniversary EXTRA special. (100 PAGES, wink, wink,
nudge, nudge.)

The “wee paws for station identification” was an old
joke my dad used to throw out from time to time. So,
credit him for that.

Still mulling over the contents of Savage Dragon
#225. But I will say this--those 100-page issues are a
killer. Assembling that many pages is no easy task. At
this point the best I can say is, “we’ll just have to wait
and see.”

Erik,

Loved it, great job. I’ve both heard and can imagine the
difficulty in crafting an issue with no action/fight scenes
(well, aside from a baby ripping a grown man’s arm clean
off). Was that one of the challenges you sometimes issue
yourself on purpose or was it just how the story unfolded in
your head? You also managed to sneak in a lot of mythos
exposition (how Freak Out and Dragon’s blood work,
etc.) without it feeling too clunky and detracting from the
emotional content.Thanks,

Danny Vetter
Hatteras, NC

It was a part of the challenge. Mostly, I wanted to try
and tell a smaller story. Fights are a gas to draw, but to
be effective, they eat up a lot of space. By sidestepping
that for an issue, I could tell a fuller story than I could
with a fight scene taking up half the book.

Erik,

While [ have been reading I had fallen behind and missed
getting a few issues of reviews in. So I'll just comment on
218.

The good.

Maxine feeling how she did echoes all of us who have
lost or are losing loved ones to the evil C-word. Her and
Malcolm’s struggle to find answers was inspiring because
they were doing all they could think of to find a cure. The
struggle is real and thank you for doing that story that is
going to touch many of your readers hearts because they
know the real world pain Maxine and everyone felt.

The bad.

Not even your bad. My bad. When did She-Dragon get
de-powered and why don’t I remember it???

The ‘ugly’

The extra funnies this issue were not my cup of tea...
okay..with the exception of the panels in Tales of the
Siberian SnowTroopers #2 where the guy mistakenly shoots
his two buddies...those tickled my funny bone. The rest
though weren’t my cup of tea. But that’s okay. There are
numerous others out there that enjoyed it and I'm okay with
that.

Fin fan and Friend,

Randy Hogan
P.s. thanks for including cubbies.

Glad you enjoyed the Maxine drama. This was a
tougher issue to write because it was more “real” in a
way. Nice to see that worked out okay for you.

She-Dragon turned human back in Savage Dragon
#154.

As far as the backups go--that’s just the way it is
sometimes. Not everything works for everybody. We’re
all different people with different senses of humor and
sensibilities...and that’s okay. I don’t expect us to hit a
home run every time we step up to bat.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Enter the Dragon

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of addtional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Geez, man--here we are in the 220’s. I don’t know
why this seems like such a big deal to me but damn,

that just seems unbelievable. When I started out this
book I had no idea I’d make it this far. So...yay, me.

Hey Erik,

Issue 218 was one of the most unique issues of Savage
Dragon. In a book that has had all splash pages, each panel
representing a day, each page having one less panel, etc.,
that’s saying a lot. The issue brought the human element
which can easily go missing within a superhero comic
book. Despite it all, characters can still die from diseases
and conditions that plague our every day lives.

When [ put this issue down, I had areal uncomfortable
feeling despite me enjoying the hell out if. I'm not sure if was
seeing Donald Trump and his itty bitty hands while fully
drenched in a spray tan from the abyss on the final page,
or was it despite Malcolm’s best effort in helping Maxine’s
dad, he still failed? This was a heavy issue to take in, but
that’s one of the reasons why I loved it. It felt a bit too close
to home, but it makes the world you have created with these
characters much more real. Also, I honestly believe it was
your best written issue in your comic book writing career,
and you have my applause on that front.

Also really loved the aspect of Malcolm meeting up with
a bunch of characters from the past. Amy Belcher getting a
few lines is way overdue as she is probably one of the most
developed characters in the book’s history. She even was the
star of it for a few issues. From PJ, Larry Bradford, all the
way to Dragon, it was a nice time to catch up. I honestly
wouldn’t mind if you did something similar every year or
so. It really helps flesh out the characters and it sets a nice
tone for build up. Still love how much you have built up
Malcolm, Angel, and especially Maxine in the last 20 issues.
I remember not liking Maxine initially, but I now find her the
character [ want to see the most of. She’s pretty awesome.

It’s question time!

- Was there a particular reason why you went with a non
action sort of issue? It really felt like you enjoyed doing the
issue, because it showed on the quality of the writing.

- Will we get an update on Melvin Bellco? He kind of
became this unstoppable musclebound monster who could
even survive his head getting cut off, and then he vanished.

- So will we see who is running the VC now that Dart
is in prison? I can’t see them following her anymore since
she’s killed so many of them. Still, with fear I guess she
could still control them?

- What’s the history of the Tales of the Siberian
Snowtroppers? Reminded me a lot of your Herculean stuff
which I love. Hope we get more of this kind of stuff printed
in pages of Savage Dragon.

Issue 218 was simply stellar and you have me wanting
more yet again. Can’t wait for Glum’s trial next issue, but
from the sounds of the 220 solicits he might pull a fast

Send letters to:

2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR
BERKELEY, CA 94704

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

one out of getting found guilty. If anyone needs to die for
their misdeeds, it’s this guy. Speaking of characters deaths,
thank you for ridding the world of Washout in 215! That guy
needed to go 20 years ago, but better late than never. Either
way, bring on 219.
Sincerely,
Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

Doing a non-action issue was yet another way of
challenging myself. I’d wanted to do a “day in the
life” type story for quite a while and this seemed like a
chance to do that. Sometimes the artist wins the battle
for control of a story and sometimes the writer does. In
this case it was the writer who took the reins. There were
no fights and no splashes or double-page spreads. It was
time for the writer to shine. The art took a backseat.

Melvin Bellco will be back.

We’ll see who’s running the Vicious Circle in Dart’s
absence shortly.

Tales of the Siberian Snowtroppers was something I
drew for Robin Snyder more than 30 years ago; it saw
print for the first time in color in Savage Dragon #218. 1
was surprised by how well it aged.

Erik,

Savage Dragon 218 was an example of masterful writing
and masterful cartooning. I loved it. Malcolm has saved
Maxine and so many others in seemingly impossible
situations before, so why not try to find a way to cure
cancer? But even with all that power, and all those sci-fi
and magical options available, sometimes the only thing
you can do is be there to support your loved ones through
a tough time. It was a moving story, very well-paced, and
some great examples of subtle beauty in your art. Page 16
panel 3, page 17 final panel, and heck, all of page 19 speak
volumes. Not that you need to hear this again and again, but
nice work.

And “Tales of the Siberian Snowtroopers #1”... excellent!

Aaron Eppy
Devens, MA

I don’t need to hear it again and again but it sure is
nice to hear it again and again. Thanks for that.

Erik,

Season’s greetings. The snow’s really coming down
hard out there. Speaking of which... I'm a grown man
who was actually afraid to thumb thru SD #218, thanks to
that misleading cover. Luckily, it was only a metaphorical
representation of life’s many pitfalls -- akin to Mad Men’s
intro where Don Draper’s shown plummeting to his death.
You know, I still tend to get Gwen Stacy PTSD flashbacks
now and again. Not fun.

What WAS fun/pun was that “wee paws for station
identification” line. I thought you hated bad puns?
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] GOING TO TAKE

A WHILE TO
PROCESS.

SERIOUSLYZ

WHAT
ABOUT THAT
INCIDENT WITH
URASS?Z
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THIS |S THE
OTHER ANGEL'S
COSTUME--
GLUMS ANGEL.

HE MUST HAVE
KIPNAPPED ME.
HE PROBABLY
GASSEDP ME AND
SNATCHED ME
OuT OF MY
APARTMENT.

LIKE HIS
ANGEL--EVEN
CUT MY HAIR.

THE HELL IS
GOING ON
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