
	
		[image: cover]
	


	
		[image: page 1]
	


	
		[image: page 2]
	


	
		[image: page 3]
	


	
		[image: page 4]
	


	
		[image: page 5]
	


	
		[image: page 6]
	


	
		[image: page 7]
	


	
		[image: page 8]
	


	
		[image: page 9]
	


	
		[image: page 10]
	


	
		[image: page 11]
	


	
		[image: page 12]
	


	
		[image: page 13]
	


	
		[image: page 14]
	


	
		[image: page 15]
	


	
		[image: page 16]
	


	
		[image: page 17]
	


	
		[image: page 18]
	


	
		[image: page 19]
	


	
		[image: page 20]
	


	
		[image: page 21]
	


	
		[image: page 22]
	


	
		[image: page 23]
	


	
		[image: page 24]
	


	
		[image: page 25]
	


	
		[image: page 26]
	


	
		[image: page 27]
	


	
		[image: page 28]
	


	
		[image: page 29]
	


	
		[image: page 30]
	


	
		[image: page 31]
	

OEBPS/images/img_30.jpeg
!
)

# YOURIMAGE

w B

MOTOR CRUSH™ © 7016 Brenden Flexcher, CameraStewatt & Rarbara Ta
Image Comics® and its logos are registered rademarks of Image Comics, Inc. All rights teserved.

/

IMAGECOMICS:COM





OEBPS/images/img_31.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_27.jpeg
BUT, BORISY
HOW WE CAN
FIND FOOD 15
WE CANNOT
SE&E T ?

THIS SNOWSTORM ., SHE

1S GETTING ALL THE TIME

WORSE, BORIS. I CANNOT

7MY HAND SEE IN FRONT
OF MY FACE.

JIM STENSTRUM'S

DA, BORIS,
ALEX) Tam;“ﬁ
THE WORST WINTER IN 2
RUSSIA'S LAST 50,000 e
YEARS CONTINUES, AND

SNOWTROOPERS BORIS,
ALEX! AND IGOR, WHILE
'HUNTING FOR. POLAR BRUNE o
MEAT, ARE CAUGHT IN
A TERRIBLE SNOWSTORM.

7¥0U GOT HIM, BORIS !
RIGHT (N THE CENTER
OF THE M\DDLE !

15 SMELL LIKE
SNOWDRIFTS -~ NOT
POLAR BRUNES. I'M

GO
TO CAMP. COMING,
ALEXI?






OEBPS/images/img_26.jpeg
3IM STENSTRUM'S
(TACESHOFLTHE)
Eadl

1916. IT IS RUSSIA’S WORST WINTER
IN 50,000 YEARS. THE TINY HAMLET
OF SK HAS BEEN COMPLETELY BURIED
IN A GIANT AVALANCHE, AND IT FALLS
TO THE SIBERIAN SNOW TROOPERS TD
TRY TO Dl IT OVT.

© JIM STENSTRUM

SERGEANT. WE HAVE
RETURNING TO cAM-—~

THEN THE TOWN IS BURIED DEEPER

THAN WE THOUGHT. BY THE TIME

WE IS GET TOTHEM, IT WiLL

BE TUD LATE TD SAVE THEM,

DOUBTLESSLY, THEY ARE
DEAD ALREADY.

THERE IS NOTHING LEFT FOR US TO Do,
WE 1S MUST RETURN TO CAMP TD SIT
IDLY BY THE WARM FIRESDE AND DRINK

THE SPRING WE'LL RETURN TO BURY
THESE HAPLESS VICTIMS.,

WAIT A MINUTE/
T CAN ALMOST
TOUCK THE SURFACE !
THERE! T'™M 15
THROUGH!

Pwhew:! mape T/ IF YoV DI

THE REST OF THE / NON-STOP DAY
TOWNSPEOPLE ARE  AND NIGHT; YOU
IN A CAVERN A FEW  CAN HAVE THEM
HUNDRED FEET DOWN.\ OUT BY THE
END OF THE

DAY AND
NIGHT. NON—

YOU FOOLS! WHAT HAVEE
YOU DOINGT YOU CAN'T
JUST LEAVE ALL THOSE
PEOPLE TO DJIE UNDER
THE sNow !/






OEBPS/images/img_29.jpeg
™

SEAN LEWIS HAYDEN SHERMAN






OEBPS/images/img_28.jpeg
CLICK HERE by di Paolo & Kunker
v | 7 ST s & q

ONE POCTOR'S
f MOVING
i “ REACTION

by Brandon B.

HIS NAME IS Hi NO DAUGHTER of
ARTHUR VAN 80T MINE IS Gonwa BE
DATING A FucKiNG
TRANSFORMOBOT

DAD, THIS IS MY
2 NEw BOYFRIEND

WE'RE GOING To MAKEQUT PoinT &
THERE'S NOTHING YOU CAN Do ABOUT IT f1!

GOODBYE!

@brandonjcarr





OEBPS/OEBPS/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_12.jpeg
THE SHORT

ANSWER IS BUT IF IT STOPS A PERSON

FROM AGING~WOULDN'T
THE CANCER JUST STAY
PUTZ NOT GET ANY
BIGGER?

PJ's BLOOD
MAY EXTEND HIS
LIFE AND KEEP HIM
FROM GETTING A DAY
OLDER BUT IT
WONT cURE
CANCER.

BUT THE BLOOD
ISN'T A CURE-ALL.

BELIEVE ME, I HAVE

STUDIED ITS EFFECTS
EXTENSIVELY. PT HAS
BEEN A PATIENT OF
MINE FOR YEARS.

BUT YOU KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE LIT WISE
BUYS, THEY WERE
KILLED. AND HAD
THEY LIVED, ANY
NUMBER OF OTHER
THINGS COULD HAVE
TAKEN THEIR LIVES,
JUST LIKE THE
REST OF US.

TOI;{QAR :foyu-r WISH
YOUR WiFg's , TCOULD
FATHER.






OEBPS/images/img_6.jpeg
BE CAREFLL v INEED TO

WITH HER, CRAIG. CHANGE JACKSON.

SHE'S STRONGER WILL YOU BE OKAY

HOLDING AMY FOR
A SEC'Z






OEBPS/images/img_11.jpeg
I DONT
WANT TO
STAY A KID
FOREVER.

I'D LIKE
TO HAVE YOUR
PROBLEMS.

I HAVE TO KEEP 'I CAN'T TELL
MOVING. ANYBODY--OR
THEY'D BE OUT

TLL TAKE THAT
NIGHTMARE.

DART KILLED THE REST OF
THE LIT WISE BUYS SO SHE
COULD HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.

YOU 6UYS ARE WAY HIGHER

PROFILE THAN THEY WERE.

PEOPLE WOULD NOTICE |F
YOU STOPPED AGING.

I'D TOTALLY BE
DOWN FOR YOUR
NIGHTMARE.

2 HELL, IM
OUT FOR YOUR
BLOOD.

I THINK
AK:

MAY BE YOUR |8

A "SALVATION, /&
PI.

BUT, SERIOUSLY,
DUDE--YOU MIGHT
WANT TO PUT SOME
OF THAT BLOOD
ASIDE JUST IN
CASE YOU WANT
IT LATER.






OEBPS/images/img_7.jpeg
I LIKE WHAT
YOU'VE DONE WITH
THE PLACE.

I GUESS g
MR. SLUM'S
TRIAL IS

HEAR THEY
HAD A HELL
OF A TIME : HOW ARE
FINDING AN ; Sy THINGS GOING
IMPARTIAL FOR YOUZ HOW'S
JURY. \ THE APPEAL
GOINGZ

THAT SHOULD
COLNT FOR
SOMETHING!

GET IT. YOU
SAVED THE

MULTIPLE

APPARENTLY
TRYING TO DESTROY
THE WORLD WHEN MY
OLD EMPEROR KURR
PERSONA WAS IN THE
DRIVER'S SEAT
NEGATED ALL THAT.

YEAH, BUT
THATS NOT AS
BIG A DEAL.

SE¢
MURDER AT MOST--YOU
COULD PROBABLY PLEA-
BARGAIN THAT DOWN TO
UGHTER AND THEN--
TIME SERVED--YOU COULD
BE LOOKING FORWARD TO
UT OF HERE

GETTING O
INSTEAD OF THE El
CHAIR.

AND EVEN
IF THAT WASN'T
THE CASE--

ID STILL
HAVE TO
CONTEND
WITH THAT.

IBLEW A
TOOTH THROUGH
THE BACK OF
RONALD URASS'S
HEAD.

BUT THAT'S NOT
WHY YOU'RE
HERE.

-
LIKE T

ANGEL
THOUGHT MAYBE
WE COULD GIVE

HER SOME

BLOOD,
HEAL HIM UP--AND
THEN GIVE HIM
FREAK-OUT...






OEBPS/images/img_14.jpeg
I TOLD YOU HE'D FIND
A WAY! I TOLD YOU THAT
HE'D SAVE THE DAY!

HANG IN THERE, ' IT'S JUST
DAD! MALCOLM A MATTER
OF TIME!

THE TRAIL OF
A CURE!

HIS OWN

HE'S GONE ALL OVER THE
PLACE, SEARCHED HIGH AND
LOW, TALKED TO MUTANTS,
FREAKS, INMORTALS, 60DS,
AND MONSTERS OF EVERY
SIZE AND SHAPE!!

ONCE WE FIND OUT

HOW THE VICIOUS CIRCLE

CONTROLLED IT--
POW!

>

HONEY, LEAVE YOLR
POOR FATHER ALONE.
CAN'T YOU SEE HE'S
ALL WIPED OUT FRO,

IEMOTHERAPYZ

4 YouL
BE A KICKASS,
GREEN-SKINNED
SUPERHERO

TOO!






OEBPS/images/img_4.jpeg
AL
'/-'Aix%\

X
s

4
A

BUT DAD
QUIT SMOKING
A WHILE AGO.

HE'S 6OT
A LUMP THE
SIZE OF AN

ORANGE.
THE DOCTORS
ARE SUGGESTING

[ERAPY

RAI
BUT IT DOESN'T
LOOK 600PD.

LET ME TALK
(2] M.

T .
I'LL BET HE CAN
COME UP WITH
SOME SOLUTION.
HE'S A

SUPERHERO--
THEY ALWAYS
SAVE THE DAY.

SUPERHEROES CAN'T
FIX EVE ING,
MAXINE. I DON'T WANT
YOUR HUSBAND USING






OEBPS/images/img_13.jpeg
MALCOLM-- Y = DAD KILLED I KNOW THEY'RE
YOUR BLOOD DEADP! & THEM WHEN DEAD-—BUT IT'S
ANI.‘SSWTEHE N HE WAS IN NOT BECAUSE

EMPEROR
KURR MODE. | OR ANYTHING.

MAYBE
THEY HAD A
CLRE.

WHAT ABOUT
THAT TIME ALL
OF THOSE VICIOoUS
CIRCLE GOONS 6OT
INTECTED WITH
DRAGON'S BLOOD?

DART KILLED
MOST OF

THOSE VICIOUS
CIRCLE 6UYS ARE
ALL SELF-GE;WEREP

I SUPPOSED
TO ASK ABOUT
THATZ

A WHOLE
BLNCH OF THEM
STOLE DRAGON'S
S
WHO AM THERE. ANY ONE

OF THEM MIGHT
KNOW.

Now
WE'RE GETTING
SOMEWHERE!






OEBPS/images/img_5.jpeg
You cAN

WOW. GEEZ,
MAXINE, T
DUNNO--

ONE BLOOD
INSFUSION-—
CANCER GOES
AWAY’;'ADD

~OUT-
GREEN SKIN
GOES AWAY.
BAM! DONE!

GREW BACK!

SURE! YOU HEAL UP IT CANT
FROM EVERYTHING! BE THAT
YOUR WHOLE HAND SIMPLE.

SURE, IF IT'S
IN THERE TOO
LONe—-

WE SHOULD
BE ABLE TO
COME UP WITH
SOMETHING.

THANK YOU.

THANK YOU.
THANK You.






OEBPS/images/img_10.jpeg
SHE COULD

TEAR YOUR
OFF

WITHOUT EVEN
TRYING!

>
IT'S HER GRANDFATHER,

SHE'S MAXINE. SHE'S NOT 60ING PLEASE,

FINE. TO HURT HER OWN DON'TI
GRANDFATHER.
WE'RE

FINE. S

up!

WE'RE BOTH
FINE.

MOMm,
PLEAS|

E!
MAXINE.

THESE AREN'T LIKE
OTHER KIDPS! TYRONE
COULD...

=TS
Ry REALLY,
[  You poN'T
b UNDERSTAND

THE
DANGER..!






OEBPS/images/img_8.jpeg
YOU'RE
PLAYING WITH
NO GUARANTEES
THAT THE
CANCER WOULDNT

E PACKAGE
ONCE YOU GAVE THE
GUY FREAK-OUT.

IT's UNCHARTED TERRITORY.
THE GUY COULD HAVE A HEART
ATTACK CHANGING BACK

i AND,FORTH.

HE'S GOING TO
DIE ANYWAY. HE

AN INOPERABLE
THE

SIZE OF A
GRAPEFRUIT.

IF WE DO NOTHING HE'S
ALREADY DEAD.

HE COULD HANG IN
THERE FOR MONTHS O
HE COULD EXPLODE NOW.

HAVE YOU
TALﬁEP TO

I FORGOT

ALL ABOUT HER.

MIGHT WANT
TO LO%K INTO

WHEN SHE
TURNED BACK
SHE WAS
HUNKY-DORY.

WISH IT
COULD'VE BEEN
LUNDER HAPPIER
CIRCUMSTANCES.





OEBPS/images/img_9.jpeg
\d
COULD IT 1S 1T
WORK OR POSSIBLEZ
1S IT JUST

THE CREATOR'S
DEAD. HE'S NOT
GOING TO GIVE

POWERS TO

WHILE I WAS IN
SHE-PRAGON
MODE I WAS

KIPNAPPED AND
TAKEN TO THE

DANGER ZONE.
WAS GIVEN TOXIC
WATER AND I WAS

TURNED INTO A

MONSTER.

S0...
WHAT DO You | TALKZ
THINKZ 1

AFTER I WAS

BECALUSE OF THZ

CREATOR OR
TOXIc WATER OR,
AND THAT WAS LIKE, A COMBINATION
ONLY, LIKE, HALF OF THE TWO THAT
OF THE EQUATION. DID THE TRICK.

THAT STUFF IS,
LIKE, TOTALLY 3 ANSWER.
VOLATILE. A
LOT OF PEOPLE

SORRY T

I WAS
TURNED INTO
A MONSTER
WITH THAT
JUNK TOO!






OEBPS/images/img_2.jpeg
y  ITLL BE
BACK BEFORE
YOU KNOW IT.

YOU SHOULD
BE A RADIO
ANNOUNCER--

THIS 1S

AWW, DID T
HURT YOUR WIDDLE )
FEEWINGS?

COME HERE,
BABY. MOMMY

: WILL MAKE IT
ALL BETTER.

a-ym Y
e W@l






OEBPS/images/img_3.jpeg
I LIKE
WHERE THIS IS g
GOING. N
N

==

o

YOU KNOW

WHATZ THIS

CAN STILL

WORK.
SHE'S 13 MONTHS
OLD. SHE'S NOT GOING
TO REMEMBER ANY
OF THIS.

THIS JUST
ISN'T YOUR
DAY.






OEBPS/images/img_1.jpeg
letters

colors

flats

editor

deplorable.

IMAGE COMICS, INC.
SAVAGE DRAGON #218. DECEMBER 2016. Published by Image Comics, Inc. Office of publication: 2001 Center

Street, 6th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704. Copyright © 2016 Erik Larsen. All rights reserved. SAVAGE DRAGON®
(including all prominent characters featured herein), its logo and all character likenesses are trademarks of
Erik Larsen, unless otherwise noted. Tales of the Siberian Snowtroopers ™ copyright © 2016 Jim Stenstrum.
Click Here ™ copyright © 2016 di Paolo and Kunker. Draw Brandon Draw ™ copyright © 2016 Brandon B.
Goodbye! ™ copyright © 2016 Brandon J. Carr. Image Comics® and its logos are registered trademarks of
Image Comics, Inc. No part of this ication may be rep or i in any form or by any means
(except for short excerpts for review purposes) without the express written permission of Image Comics,
Inc. All names, characters, events and locales in this publication are entirely fictional. Any resemblance to
actual persons (living or dead), events or places, without satiric intent, is coincidental. DIGITAL EDITION. For
international rights, contact: foreignlicensing@imagecomics.com






OEBPS/images/img_23.jpeg
Erik,

Man, that cover to SD #216 sure packs a mean punch, thanks
to Officer Malcolm Dragon taking the law into his own hands...
Literally! Kudos on that niftyKirby 3-D delineation. If I had to
nit-pick, my only criticism would be that Malcolm’s pose is a
virtual carbon copy from two issues ago. So, A-minus.

Speaking of nits/insects, I was wondering when you’d get
around to re-introducing that vermilion vixen, Ant (last seen
in the pages of SPAWN and SD #180, if memory serves). Too
bad she can’t control ants a la Hank Pym, otherwise, helping
Malcolm deal with those Ant-Menaces from down below coulda
gone more smoothly.

Not only is Ant back, so’s the old logo, which I'm sure most
fans will appreciate; it’s like a tattoo that becomes a part of
who you are. Seeing that bright green inside cover took me by
surprise... as did that green Christmas tree and snow. Whoa! (It’s
actually the first day of fall as I type this here letter. Summer,
where did you go?!) I dig the new interior mat colors, by the
way; it’s always good to change things up a little. Seeing how
you seem to enjoy playing around with the number 3 makes me
laugh. First Dragon, then Glum, and now Dart... ALL behind
bars.

Real glad Grandpa Dragon got a chance to see the“triplets”
- that’ll never get old, unlike our aging hero who’s spending the
autumn years of his life in prison. Given how law enforcement
and jail are at the forefront of this funnybook, an appearance by
Ant is especially apropos, seeing as Mario Gully was inspired to
create this character while incarcerated.

What I loved most about this issue was the hilarious slapstick
comedy of little Tyrone doing a swan dive into the downstairs
neighbors’ apartment Also enjoyable was how Malcolm was
shown “cleaning house” with regard to subduing criminals, all
while the kids were trashing the apartment. Gotta love Thunder-
Head getting pantsed, underwear and all! It’s nice to see that
Angel is willing to give the shirt off her back (or dress) for her
kid.

I'm obviously looking forward to ANT #1. The only fly in
the ointment vis-a-vis Ant would be that ants of the female
persuasion should have wings. Then again, Malcolm doesn’t
have a dragon tail, so it all evens out. Can’t wait for Malcolm’s
crossover with Spawn!

Sincerely yours,

Sotiris Gravas & The Breakfast Club

P.S. SD completists should definitely get the Image run of
ANT #2, where Dragon makes an appearance.

P.P.S. Question: what changes, if any, will you be adopting
that stray from Mario Gully’s version of Ant? I say, get rid of that
whole aerosol spray can shtick. Her crimson carapace should be
an organic outgrowth, by way of her blood... like rosacea on
steroids.

P.P.P.S. Pity we’ll never see a Mr. Bug/Ant match-up. (He bit
the dust way back in SD #125.)
manipulate anything anyone says? He Conquered the World!

Generally speaking, SD #215 was enjoyable; but I think that
eventually you've gotta wake up. How about putting all of the
SD characters, relatively speaking, on a space team--Space
Strike Force?--and have them proactively take out threats
throughout time and space? ... Or something like that! I'm not
a writer, okay? Just aim a little higher, please! Saving one city?
DOES get old! And what’s to stop the Vicious Circle, etc, etc,
from just leaving Chicago?? If they all go to different places/
cities/ states, you know what would happen, don’t you? They
could all be crime lords!! And Dragon can’t be everywhere all at
once can he? Can’t just hop a jet to whatever city is in the crime
news every time, can he? He’d get tuckered!! So I encourage you
once again to start thinking more outside the box visa vie the
often-great Savage Dragon series. Also: When was the last time
you introduced a completely New Villain? OR hero!?...will we
ever see Dragon the original and Malcolm Dragon fight???

Cheers,
Andrew J. Shaw

The cover pose similarity did occur to me after I'd drawn
the cover and it necessitated changing things up a bit so
that the two covers weren’t back-to-back. Thankfully, I had
other stories that could be shuffled a bit to help make that
work.

‘While some female ants DO have wings, the character Ant
is no more a real ant than Batman is a real bat so the rules
don’t apply.

Dealing with the old ANT series is somewhat of a
minefield. With five writers over 11 issues there was an awful
lot of stepping all over each other, contradictions, revisions,
false-memories and restarts. It’s no easy task sorting out
that mess. The aerosol spray bit was used in one issue and
never referred to again and it was a misstep. I’m not going to
go out of my way to say that any of it didn’t happen but then
I won’t be going out of my way to say it did either. I get the
feeling I’ll be ignoring huge swaths of the original series and
just doing my own thing. Supporting cast and some villains
will be used when needed.

As for Mr. Bug--I have no desire to make her book an
excuse to work in as many horrible puns or wordplay as you
might like. ’'m trying to tell stories as best I can. It’s not just
one long excuse to tell corny jokes.

Erik,

T’'ve been with you since the very first issue of the Savage
Dragon limited series way back in the day, but this is my first
time to write in. Despite my silence, Savage Dragon is and has
been for many years, my favorite comic. Others lie by my bed
for weeks waiting to be read, but SD rarely lasts a day. Your
artwork, your pacing, your unpredictability just make for the
most enjoyable read of any comic I read regularly.

I was tempted to write when you published the blank letters
page because no letters were received. But something about the
latest issue finally pushed me to finally speak up. I've noticed an
ongoing theme in the letters section is your frank honesty about
the difficulties in publishing and how the decline in the comic
book business has affected you. My great fear is that one day I
will read the letters section and find out that this is the final issue
and the ride is over. Not because you were ready to end things,
but because the business model was no longer able to support
you and your family.

One of my favorite parts of any issue of Savage Dragon is the
letters column. My favorite letters are the ones that drive you to
write lengthy responses. Generally these have a numbered list of
questions. Rather than asking you questions about what’s going
on in the comic, I thought I would mix it up and give you a list
of ideas and hopefully get your feedback on them. I believe you
have some of the most loyal readers around and we genuinely
want you to succeed. I'm hoping these ideas might spur other
readers to come up with more ideas and together we can help to
ensure that you can continue to publish our favorite comic for as
long as you want.

I believe the overall problem is that your readership is not
growing. Your readers are primarily made up of long time fans
such as myself. With a book with this complex mythology and
cast of characters, its genuinely difficult for new readers to jump
on. And younger readers are more likely to read comics digitally
or pirate them for free. With that in mind, it seems your best
bet, rather than trying to encourage more new readers to jump
on, might be to find ways to generate more income from your
existing readers such as myself.

So here are my ideas (phrased in the form of questions to
encourage your responses):

1) A few issues ago a reader suggested using Kickstarter
to fund back issue collections. I still think this is a good idea,
although it doesn’t have to be just for back issues. Any SD
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Hoo-boy, had a couple conventions back to back which
kicked my ass and I have a couple others coming up which
promise to do more of the same. Thanks to the fans in New

York and Paris for showing me a rocking good time. Looking
forward to Athens and Delhi in Decemb
Numerous people had asked if I wa

o try and cover
the election this r and it just didn’t seem like a good idea to
dip my toe in that pool once more, but I did feel that I should
nowledge that it took pl. the v le: d get my
ional presidential po there you

hat happened.

Hi Erik,

It was a pleasure to meet you at Boston Comic Con in August.
I'd heard you were approachable and a good guy to chat with,
and that certainly proved true (unlike a couple of the artists
I met that weekend, sadly). Thanks for the sketches (a sketch
of yourself on issue 200 and a sketch of Malcolm on the blank
letters page in the back of issue 181) and thanks for the sneak
peek at in-process pages for issue 216. Which brings me to my
reason for writing.

Issue 216 was awesome. Seeing the old logo back on the cover
makes me realize how much I missed it over the past couple
years. The coloring style was cool,it gave the pages a nice depth
and very different mood from recent issues. You seemed to have
a lot of fun in this one with panels being drawn from different
angles and perspectives and using lots of distance shots and
close-ups and foreground and background contrasts. I enjoyed
the variety. And the total chaos with the kids! I have a two-year-
old daughter and I love how you captured the fun and frustration
of dealing with a baby learning about their world, only amped
up by superpowers. I like where this could be headed. And was
Malcolm fighting a relative of Bacon Mummy in the middle of
the book?

Lastly, just wanted to mention this: a copy of Graphic Fantasy
#1 just sold oneBay for over $900! And Graphic Fantasy #2 sold
a couple weeks earlier for over $450. That’s pretty cool. (I would
have bid on them, but for that much money I could buy enough
bacon to make my own Bacon Mummy army.) That’s gotta be a
pretty good feeling to know that your first work has that much
value to someone. What would young Erik Larsen have said if
you'd told him that one day his first work would sell for that
much? And that he’d be drawing Savage Dragon #216 with no
end in sight?

Anyway, thanks for continuing to make my favorite comic.
I’'m looking forward to the upcoming trial of Mr. Glum!

Aaron Eppy
Devens, MA

I would imagine the young Erik Larsen would be pretty
thrilled with how everything worked out, really. The only
downside was my house burning down in 1991, wiping out
my personal stash of GRAPHIC FANTASY back issues.

As for the guy who fought Malcolm in the middle of the
issue...no. No, he was not related to Bacon Mummy.

Hey Erik, I'm not going to lie. When it eventually sank in that
Malcolm was going to be the star of the book, I kinda felt like
that old man in the front of his porch who talks to himself and
complains that the old times were better. Now, that’s the furthest
from the truth as possible. Malcolm, Maxine, and Angel have
become your most endearing characters, and I honestly can’t

FINSRADDICTS

Send letters to:

2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR
BERKELEY, CA 94704

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

wait to see what is going to happen to them next, and in that
regard 216 was a dozy!

Time is passing by as we have an issue that partially deals
with a time catch up scenario, but in a strange way it’s soothing
to know Malcolm and his family had a few months of relative
normality. Knowing that they have had a few months to spend
as a family is a nice notion. The fact that I even think about this
really expresses how much I care about these characters at this
point, and is a testament to your skills as a writer. Corporate
comics change the personalities of their characters at a whim
with new creative teams, and not having to deal with that here
is something I truly relish with your book. These characters
always ring true when reading the book which is one reason
many of us read this book month in, and month out.

Dart in jail? WhileI’'m glad she has been sidelined for the
moment, I hope it doesn’t last too long, as she’s one psychopath
that’s always fun to read. Speaking of sidelined, Thunder-Head!
He’s back and getting his pants pulled down by Jack Dragon.
These kids are going to be a handful, but I'm enjoying the family
dynamic you have set up. It never quite worked for me when it
happened in the early 100s, but it seems like you really have it
down now. Maybe it’s because I got married since the last issue
came out and I have family on the mind, but I'm really enjoying
the family element of the book and can’t wait for more. Hope the
wait for 217 isn’t too long!

It’s question time!

- This issue introduced a bunch of new villains and they need
names! What’s the name of the foul-mouthed guy Malcolm is
punching on page 4? Page 6 had two strange characters, one
with pink rocks in the brain area, and his female accomplice?
Page 8 had a pretty awesome mummy tentacle dude and finally
page 10 had a spiky orange dude? (who looks freaking epic, btw)

- Now that the VC is in a state of disarray, might Powerhouse
and his crew return? Powerhouse has always been a big favorite
and the book exudes a bit of the chicken charm when he’s
around.

- Might be a bit too early, but just wondering if 225 might be
a special sized issue akin to something like #125, #175, etc.

Issue 216 was fantastic and it’s always exciting to see where
this book is heading next. With Invincible ending soon, Savage
Dragon will probably be the only superhero book where almost
anything has long-lasting consequences. I love this book
with the entirety of my being and I hope it goes on for avery
long time. This book has helped me through some very rocky
passages throughout my life, and it could always make a bad day
a bit better. To infinity and beyond!

Sincerely,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

I don’t often name random characters as I draw them and
so I’'m forced to scramble when asked about them in a letters
page. Let me see what I can come up with here...

Let’s call the guy Malcolm punched on page 4 Red
Menace. He’s red. He’s a menace. That’ll work.

The page 6 villains are Split-Head and Carmella Toad.

Page 8 brought us Rotgut.

Page 10 gave us Spike.

Really, once Firepower was out of the picture Powerhouse
and company could probably have come back to Chicago
and resumed living their lives. They may yet return.

In all likelihood #225 will be another oversized
extravaganza.
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and white). Those earlier comics are out of print, sad to say.

Erik,

You beautiful honky. You made me buy Spawn, you’re
making me like Angel, and I'm fine with Malcolm taking over
this part of my life. C’mon though man, throw me a little more
Dragon. Use those “ancient mystical powers of entertainment”
you have and figure it out. I'm confident you probably only have
to do some small ritual or wave of the hands right? Needless to
say, I'm down with whatever you have cooked up and can’t wait
for the next weird-ass character to show up.

I think the two-up art boards you are using show so much
more of the details in your work that it’s really nice, so if I geta
vote keep using them.

‘While I'm not on the subject, babies, eww.

The introduction to Ant was handled smoothly and hopefully
you can pump out a one-shot or mini series for her soon. I read
all of her old series and am more intrigued now than ever before.
Not slighting anyone, but not all great artist make good writers.
I never do the numbered questions thing so I thought I'd give it
atry.

1. Is it too early to ask about #225, might as well ask about
#250 while I'm at it. Never mind.

2. How long are these babies going to be around? Wait, I'll
just read it and find out. Again, never mind.

3. Which Golden Girl is your favorite?

4. If you have time to watch movies what’s your favorite
genre?

5. Do you still read Astro City?

6. Can you bring Mako back from the dead and have him fight
Grizzly Shark?

7. At this point do we agree I shouldn’t try to be funny?

I love the book and thanks for tolerating me all these years.
Thanks for your time.

Regards,

Chris Atkins

1: It’s not too early. What do you want to know? Chris?
Chris? What exactly is it that you want to know? Hello?

2: Kids grow up. They won’t be babies forever.

3: Ardina from the SILVER SURFER graphic novel.

4: Science fiction, I guess.

5: Doesn’t everybody?

6: I can do anything I want to. I just choose not to.

7: Are you joking?

Erik,

I’'m a bit late on the draw here, but just wanted to thank you
for continuing to do what you do: creating an excellent, unusual
comic in Savage Dragon, the only comic running this long
that I'm compelled to collect every issue of. Here’s hoping that
Malcolm’s rogue’s gallery grows some - and that we get, well,
more Rogue Warrior. Something special about that guy.

Best,

Ray Cummings
Lewisburg, PA

Short and sweet. Thanks for that.

Hi Erik,

It’s good to see things getting back towards (real time)
track once again. As a catchup issue it wasn’t bad. We get to
see Barry’s funeral, Dart brooding in jail, Dragon meets the
grandkids, battle, Christmas, kids, battle, kids, post battle,
hospital visit with Lorella, and into the Ant crossover w. Spawn
for the final 9 pages of the book. A bit frenetic but overall nicely
paced.

That, however is not my main reason for writing.

I’'m mainly writing in regards to your response to Bailey’s
letter about the SD torrent. SD #216 arrived in my hands as [

was having a very similar discussion with my wife about the
value of an object whether that object is a book, a comic, a work
or art, music etc., etc. As a boomer (and as a collector) I value an
object as any modernist would. I like the smell and tactile feel
of a comic book. I love collecting the books and re-reading them
until they’re tatty and dog-eared. I like to own them as part of a
complete collection.

T struggle with the post-modern; the “It’s all about Me, Me,
Me” and “I want it for free” attitude prevalent in the last couple
of generations. But I also realize that a lot of that attitude came
from industries such as the Music Industry where A&R and
Management types gorged themselves on huge profit margins
and plates of cocaine. Comics were no different with the
gimmick cover/speculator frenzy of the late ‘80s -early ‘90s.
The market was swamped, the product became less valuable
(cheapened?) although thankfully, at least in comic books, a
modicum of sanity has returned.

Take SD for instance. The fact that you've written and drawn
every single issue for so long (except the original #13) is almost
unprecedented (ref Cerebus) but the fact that you do it and have
such a passion for comics in this day and age, and are doing
it so differently in your own visionary way, is something that
I feel happily compelled to support. Brand loyalty. Simple. I
don’t want ashitty free download. I want to support you in your
creative storytelling endeavor and a measly few bucks a month
doesn’t seem very much to pay for the experience.

Thanks for what you do.

Paul Rogers
Auckland, New Zealand

I think Maxine’s response to Angel in SAVAGE DRAGON
#213 is about as accurate as anything in regard to her
daughter: “Malcolm’s mother was a human! Malcolm’s half-
Dragon. Our baby is another generation removed from that!
She’s a quarter-Dragon! Of course she’s going to look a little
different!”

Essentially, the little tyke is enough steps removed from
Dragon and the Krylan race that the human part is a bit
more prevalent than the Dragon part, and that accounts for
the differences. Of course, nothing is absolute. Things clearly
did not work out that way with her brothers, but who knows
what the next generation might bring? Their offspring might
very well be in the same boat!

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The Trial of Mr. Glum!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional funny-
book fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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related books or merchandise could fit this model. A Savage
Dragon statue? Of course, with a higher donation to the project,
donators could get other incentives as well. Donate $200 and get
a signed sketch. Donate $5,000 and spend a day in your studio
watching you work, etc. There would be little risk to trying
something like this and it could be very successful. Thoughts?

2) Last issue you lamented the availability of back issues
downloadable for free online. Musicians face the same problem
and now generate much of their income through live shows.
Have you considered increasing the frequency of your public
appearances? I’ve wondered if you have an agent to help you
book appearances? If not, does Image employ an agent to help
all of the creatives to book appearances and conventions?

3) I enjoyed your latest run on Spawn (one of the few other
comics I still read). My guess is you signed up for Spawn for
additional income as well as to generate publicity and for Savage
Dragon and to convert Spawn readers to SD readers. You said
you were leaving Spawn earlier than you anticipated which
makes me think it didn’t work out that way, either creatively or
financially. Can you give us more insight into what happened?
And without getting too specific, do you earn more from an
issue of Savage Dragon or working on a single issue of Spawn?

4) As I think about it, I keep thinking of how you could
earn more from ME. I don’t go to conventions and I’'m not on
Kickstarter. I only read your run on Spawn because I already
read Spawn. I'm not really interested in picking up new books
like Ant. But I will buy EVERY issue of Savage Dragon you put
out. With your work load spread over so many different jobs, I
think we’re usually lucky to get 9 or 10 issues of SD a year. Why
not focus on SD and instead of targeting 12 issues a year, why
not publish 14 or 15 or 16? Publish every 3-4 weeks instead of
every 5-6? I along with most readers would certainly pick up
every additional issue.

As an American living in the Philippines, Savage Dragon
always gives me a monthly(ish) taste of home and I genuinely
thank you for that. I run a few Mexican restaurants, so if you
ever make it over here, the tacos and margaritas are on me!

-Chris Maier

1: I just don’t want to do it. I’'m disorganized enough
without having to concern myself with all of this nonsense. I
want to devote my time to writing and drawing, not begging
for cash from strangers. Does that make me a bad person?
As for having random strangers come over to my house and
watch me work--I"m not thrilled with that prospect either.

2: ’m invited to more shows than I can reasonably attend
and each one cuts into my work time. If I’m at a convention,
I’'m not working on my comic. If it’s a good show--it can
certainly be worthwhile financially to attend but it means
time away from my family and time away from drawing
my book(s). I try to strike a nice balance. Sometimes that
happens and sometimes not so much.

3: I'signed up for SPAWN to help Todd out. He had given
me the impression that he wanted somebody to write and
draw the book. My original thought was that he could get
somebody else to work on the “Satan Saga Wars” and I could
jump on the postwar stuff--have Al settle into a new life and
set up his new status quo. That would mean getting some lead
time and not starting out under the gun. But Todd wanted
me on the book immediately and he didn’t have another
option to draw the book. So, I dove in and I was surprised to
find that Todd not only redrew a fair number of things, often
leading to continuity glitches and artistic gaffs, but that he
thoroughly rewrote my scripts as well. Initially I thought,
well, it’s his book and the “Satan Saga Wars” was his story--
so, maybe that’s just for this. He’ll back off once it’s my stuff.
But that didn’t happen either. In many cases he would quite
literally toss everything I wrote out and rewrite pages from
scratch. Ultimately, that’s why I left the book. It was just
not a good working environment. The worst was actually

on my last issue. Todd rewrote dialogue from characters I
owned or created, characters he didn’t have any exposure to
or familiarity with, for seemingly no reason.

On the financial end, it was an acceptable arrangement.
I was paid a flat page rate. No royalties. But it was better
money than I was getting on SAVAGE DRAGON. But,
given the frustration of working on the book, it was poor
compensation.

I honestly regret having worked on the title. I do not have
very fond memories attached to it.

4: I’ve found when I have done more than one SAVAGE
DRAGON book a month that sales take a hit. Sales drop
when I ship the book more frequently and that’s the last thing
I want to have happen. It can’t be all about you. Thankfully,
other people are ready and willing to purchase a new ongoing
series from me. And that’s why I’ll be launching ANT. And
frankly, it’s nice to take a break from SAVAGE DRAGON
and do something else. That was the real reason I took on
SPAWN and why I’ve done other projects over the years--to
give myself some time away from the book so I could come
back to it refreshed.

I haven’t made it to the Philippines yet but don’t be too
surprised if I take you up on that. I’ve been going to a lot
more international shows of late. This year alone I’ll have
gone to France, Greece and India in addition to all of the
shows I’ve attended in the US.

Dear Erik,

Thanks for providing me with so much funnybook fun over
the course of so many years.I still love the savage dragon comics
you put out there, particularly cramming them with all the extras
all the time. You have my deep admiration for staying the course
on Savage Dragon from the start (I even recall your desire to
redraw # 13 to keep the run intact after Image X-Month ).

T'have a few questions for you:

1. The return of the original masthead on the cover of issue
216 is that because of the appearance of Dragon in the issue?

2. Whatever happened to Rex Dexter (I love a character that
comes up with crazy inventions) and Horridus (another favorite)
and their child?

3. I thought at some point Malcolm had lost Rapture’s ability
(did he regain them with a transfusion?)

Sorry if these questions are trivial, currently I cannot easily
access my comics collection since they are safely in storage at
the moment as we are moving to a new home.

4. I'recall at some point you published earlier Dragon stories
(featuring a small fin). Are these still available?

Anyway, just wanted to write in and ramble a bit to let you
know that there are still readers out there even in Europe who
love what you create.

Thanks for staying creative and true to yourself!

Best wishes from the Netherlands

Eduard Meijer

1: No, I just missed it. I wasn’t entirely happy with the
recent post-high school SAVAGE DRAGON logo, so I
decided to go back to this earlier one. Papa Dragon being in
it was a happy coincidence.

2: Rex died in SAVAGE DRAGON #208 when he, Angel
Murphy and Malcolm Dragon went into Dimension-X
to bring Mr. Glum to justice. Glum killed him after Rex
blasted Angel Dragon in half.

3: He did lose his lightning powers earlier, but as you
surmised he regained them when he received a blood
transfusi (which happened at the end of SAVAGE
DRAGON #203).

4: They were reprinted years ago in a comic book called
SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVES (not to be confused with
the larger, thicker SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVES books
which collect the ongoing SAVAGE DRAGON book in black
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