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into finally writing you. 5 stars Erik. Man, what an unbelievable issue.
Your art continues to improve and considering it was stunning back in ‘92
that’s really saying something. There are times when characters look as
though they could leap right off the page. Like the purple super-freak at the
end.

The story is insane! Finally confirmation that the two babies Malcolm
recovered are his. And Maxine’s makes three. You got me with the baby’s
looks. Thought for sure it would be a Dragon and...waitaminute...I guess
it is! Truly awesome. And a girl to boot. Does this mean we have a new
She Dragon on the block? Also glad Angel’s baby survived the abortion.
She doesn’t look ready for parenthood (hey, who ever is?), but she seemed
devastated by the loss and full of regret.

T admit I didn’t warm up to Malcolm’s takeover of the title for a while.
I really loved (Savage) Dragon and his many misadventures. But you've
never failed to deliver a great story and in-depth characters and more than
anything, FUN! You've got a fan for life Erik.

Michael C Sweet
Whitley City, KY

P.S.-Digging your run on Spawn too. Glad you're going on with it past
Satan Saga Wars.

P.P.S.-IDK if you still need people to do this but anyway, this letter is
OK to print.

I don’t need folks to say letters are okay to print--I assume as much
when people send them in. If somebody doesn’t want something to see
print--they usually let me know in the body of their letter.

The balding background guy is an old friend of mine named Jon
Day. I used Jon, years ago, as the villain in a story for a small publisher,
which has never seen print as far as I know. Ever since that time I’ve
been sticking him in the background of various comic books. He’s in
most (but not all) issues of Savage Dragon and a good number of issues
of other books as well.

Hey Erik,

Another fantastic issue. I'll admit I was with Angel at first and had my
doubts about who the father really was. Of course, I also thought Rapture
had an affair because of the Peter Klapton video tape...so, fool me twice
shame on me. Malcolm believing Maxine was a cool move...having such
a strange childhood I'm sure has given him a great perspective on what a
“problem” is and how to not sweat the small stuff. Maxine has grown on
me, so I'm glad that the kid really is a Dragon.

Poor Angel...how will she live with the kid that survived the abortion
she wanted? That’s gotta be tough. Three super babies and a fragile human
mom...that’s not going to end well. I'm not sure if I trust Lorella and hope
she doesn’t murder Maxine and try to frame the babies so she can take them
away.

Dart teaming up with Barry made me nervous but I wasn’t expecting
things to...move so quickly. And then that last page shocker! Daaaamn!

I've enjoyed Malcolm taking over the book, but lately it feels like things
have really been clicking, the twists keep coming, and I can’t wait to see
how all the events in recent issues play out!

Until next month,

Jake Ingman
Ketchikan, AK

Thankfully, for Angel, the baby has a father who wants to raise the
kid. So, while she’s upset at the circumstance, and quite torn up about
it, she doesn’t have to be a part of his life if she chooses not to.

Dear Erik,

I think it’s safe to say you will have at the least longtime readers on
the edge of their seat with your story for the coming time. Dart is sick
and twisted and not easy to get rid of... Barry... damn that is trouble in the
making in a major way. Malcolm is truly a good guy, Maxine. oh man...
I'm happy she’s a strong-willed character with lots of love in her heart,
because she’s in for one heck of a ride being a mother to these dragons and a
manager to this situation... and what’s up with Angel...? At one moment you
feel she’s sweet and thoughtful and the other moment she’s wearing a very
nasty schizophrenic face spouting poison left and right... Barry getting laid
is definitely not a good long term thing (although he looked much happier
there for a while), well for Dart it obviously is... she’s better off with a
manipulated Dragon-puppet on her side... might come in handy... if only
as cannon-fodder (oh damn... she could get pregnant too...!) Malcolm and
Maxine wanting to raise the young ones on their own is admirable, but they
need all the help they can get... even if it means going with the Krylans into
outer space for a while (which is what I think I personally would choose to
do). That last page to say the least is horrible... poor hospital guy definitely
working on the wrong day and the babies getting snatched... not good... not
good at all.

Your art was great as usual and I have to compliment your working
crew, they are all doing an excellent job working to bring the story and art
come to life. Chris, Nikos, Mike and Gavin, great work all of you... funny
books were never not that funny without you guys so thanks to you all for
an interesting visual and reading experience every month.

Looking forward to surprising, heartfelt and terrible twists and turns
the coming issues (although I wish it wouldn’t have to be so hard for the
main cast).

Sincere,
Damir

P.s. that one page shot of that pink freak smashing his way through the
story is quite abrupt and disturbing (in a reading way), but I understand that
you choose it was necessary to visualize for the story of Malcolm being
needed elsewhere. It just felt more as an unexpected pin-up to me. But
that is the only thing that might be slightly off in issue 213... at least in my
experience.

I frequently cut away from one scene to the next to indicate a
passing of time. It’s a handy little shortcut so I don’t have to have
characters say things like, “Well, Malcolm’s gone...” when the scene
looks essentially the same but one character has departed. That was
the idea there. It also set up the threat for the following issue.

Hey Erik!

Issue 213 had a truly original cover (even going beyond that Miracleman
of years back). I hope it encouraged some new readers at the stores.

Wow, Drama in the Delivery Room! I was prepared for anything but a
cute, normal baby.

1 liked all of small panels, “talking heads,” and conversation this issue.

Kudos to Malcolm for standing by his new wife (even against logic).
I was surprised by Angel - she was awfully harsh to Maxine. I thought
they were friends. Maybe Angel is regretting time lost while Malcolm is
building a family. (Maybe she’s regretting losing Malcolm specifically?)
I'm a little worried about her. She is at serious loose ends.

Charlie Boatner

P.S. Just noticed that the cover has film-noir-style lighting, like in a

horror or crime film, with the baby as the light source. Funny!

1liked it.

Hey Erik!

Damn, Dart is crazy.  mean it was pretty obvious that she’s mental and
violent but having sex with a child is pretty wild even by her standards. One
can only imagine where this will lead. Will she get pregnant by Barry? I
hope not. I've never been the biggest fan of (evil) twins and you've dealt
with that in the past so I wouldn’t mind if you limited the number of people
that look like Dragon - at least the ones with powers.

Angel is starting to be a real bitch. She said the obvious about the baby
but she could have just waited a day or two to give Maxine and Dragon
some time to discuss this between themselves. Also, calling a woman who
just gave birth a slut is pretty classy. Why is she so angry? Is she still
having the hots for Malcolm?

So, how do you raise a baby with superpowers? Makes you wonder how
the Krylans did it in the past. It probably is a good idea to get some help
from Lorella. At least for a while. Unless Dart steals that baby as well and
raises them all as her own. Hey, the Covenant of the Sword didn’t do such
a bad job on Malcolm, maybe it’ll all work out okay. Yeah, right...

Can’t wait to see how this all plays out. Keep them coming.

Oh, and those Reggie the Veggie strips... any plans to give the guy his
own book?

Stefan Kalscheid
Germany

Waiting a day or two sounds awesome in hindsight but at that
moment Angel’s actions seemed a lot more reasonable. From her
vantage point it seemed blatantly obvious that she had cheated on
Malcolm and she wasn’t okay with that. The fact that Malcolm seemed
to be in denial about something so clearly the case just made it worse.
Had it turned out that Angel was right--would her actions have seemed
so out of line?

As for how to raise superpowered babies, Krylan males typically
raised their own sons and it was in an environment where everything
around them was quite often metal. Given their high tech society, it
was not a huge problem. Here on earth, that may not be the case.

Reggie the Veggie is one of many characters I hope to do more with.
Finding the time to do it is always the problem.

-Erik Larsen
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Erik,

First of all, I'd like to say that panel one of page ten is one of the greatest
panels in comic book history. Pure gold.

The whole issue was, really. Honestly, it caught me off guard. Not
that the issues leading up to it were lacking, necessarily, but with Savage
Dragon #213, everything, and everyone, is firing on all cylinders. Even
at page one, I was particularly impressed, both with the line work and
composition, but the colors also immediately jumped out at me. Nikos and
Mike filled this one out beautifully, from the textures in the backgrounds,
to the subtle highlights on Barry on the following double splash, and
continuing throughout the book. Their color choices, lighting, rendering,
every element of their contribution this time out was pitch perfect. Take a
bow, guys; you totally matched bossman’s A-game.

And WHAT A-game, Erik. Maybe I'm a sadistic bastard, but I think
213 would be a great jumping-on point for new readers. There’s so much
intriguing stuff going on, both with plot and characterization. You've
always been really good at using pregnancies, births and the like to drive
plot, but here that propensity soars. I was taken aback at how quickly and
vehemently Angel lit into Maxine. I know she has some complex feelings
where Malcolm’s concerned, so seeing her go all protective big sister on
him was interesting. Maxine kept her cool, which made her case, and
Malcolm siding with her was a neat reversal of how Dragon handled his
misgivings about Rapture way back when Malcolm’s paternity was in
question. When baby girl’s hair fell out and she sprouted her fin, again,
another jaw-on-the-floor moment in an issue chock full of ‘em.

STOKED to see Barry “Battle” Dragon finally in play. I'm really
impressed with how insidious Dart has become; truly a villain’s villain.
Poor Barry, I actually have a lot of sympathy for the kid, and I kind of
hope he can eventually turn himself around and get his life on track. I
love the skin tone and the pink eyes, a very striking visual. It even looks
like he resembles his mom in facial structure. How aware are you of that
when you're inking? I know you work from pretty minimal pencils, but
more often than not you nail the parental resemblances, Malcolm/Rapture,
Barry/Battle Axe, et al.

The real time setting remains your ace in the hole, and it’s an approach
that’s made for such compelling and extensive storytelling, I'm kind of
surprised more creators haven’t employed it. I can’t think of any, off the
top of my head, that have, actually. I guess no one else really has the
drive and commitment to pull it off. The best thing about it is now we, the
readers, have the pleasure of watching you groom what I assume will be the
eventual lead of the book. Just the idea of Dragon triplets running around
is enough to whet my appetite for Savage Dragon. I can’t wait to learn their
names and watch them grow, “hear” them utter their first words...play with
baby Mighty Man! (I guess Ann’s kid’s not really a baby at this point, but
still...the set-up has tons of potential.) “The Next Generation”, indeed!

213 even came with the killer, patented Larsen cliffhanger. I mean,
really, I could ramble on endlessly about this issue and its greatness,
which makes my only criticisms harder to voice. One of the obstacles
I've encountered in recommending SD to new readers has been the unfair
assumption that the book is somehow crass or lowbrow. It certainly has its
moments, and truth be told, that’s part of the fun sometimes. Even though
this issue would no doubt confuse a new reader*, I think it would be a very
exciting confusion, the kind that would drive one to a trade paperback, or
back issue bins. But getting people past that cover could be tricky. Sure,
it’s well drawn (love how huge Malcolm’s mitt is). Yeah, it’s representative
of content. Of course it catches the eye. But it also has the unfortunate
ability to put people off. Similarly, including Reggie the Veggie in the back
matter was a misstep. I'm not politically correct, I have a pretty dark and
inappropriate sense of humor, but I don’t think the bits are strong or clever
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enough to warrant inclusion in an otherwise outstanding installment of
Savage Dragon. I mean no disrespect. I'm just being honest. Hell, even the
printing and paper stock this issue seemed a cut above! It’s pretty damned
remarkable when the story and art improve the tactile quality of the paper
they’re printed on! So these crits are fairly inconsequential.

I really, really, REALLY can’t wait to see what comes next, sir. In
this mad, modern world, it'’s always a welcome pleasure to read your
funnybook...even more so this time out (I've read the damn thing SIX
TIMES since bringing it home last night). Thanks for doing what you do!
I'll certainly keep coming back for more. Cheers!

-Justin Crouse

*I know you used to do a small recap on the inside front cover for the
benefit of newcomers. The book’s continuity IS dense, and daunting for the
uninitiated. Given the soap operatic nature of the book, however, would it
be too troublesome or intrusive to maybe run some “Previously, in Savage
Dragon...” reproductions of panels relevant to any given issue? That space
isn’t particularly well used at this point, and seeing as you've included
credits elsewhere in the book previously, it’s something to consider.
Sounds like a good job for, oh, I dunno...an editor? *cough*gavin*cough*
Just a humble suggestion...carry on...

Yes, a lot of events have occurred over the course of this book’s run
but I’ve always felt “less is more” when it comes to catching readers
up to speed. I find that a little more information frequently makes
things more confusing--not less so. I know that may sound weird or
counterintuitive but I’d prefer to give readers just enough to have any
individual issue make sense but not enough that they feel like they’re
missing a huge part of the story.

I liken it to meeting a new person. When you meet somebody new
it’s a given that you don’t know everything about them. They have
friends and relatives and relationships you can’t possibly be familiar
with but as you need to know--you’re given that information.

“I hate that guy!”

“Why?”

“He ran over my dog.”

“You had a dog?”

“Yeah. Up until I was 14. That jerk backed over it when he came
over to pick up my sister. Didn’t even say he was sorry.”

“Wait. You have a sister?”

And so on. If there’s a constant info dump telling us about
everything it gets too complicated and overwhelming. But if you get
just the pieces you need as they’re needed--it’s all good. You may not
know the whole story--but you’ll know enough of it to know what’s
going on at that moment.

‘We can debate the particulars of that. But (for example) I thought
having Dart say, simply, “Savage Dragon killed your father. Malcolm
Dragon killed your mother.” to Barry was enough to remind old
readers and to inform new readers. Granted, it’s not the full story but
it’s enough to understand characters’ motivations.

Now, if I dropped in all kinds of backstory on the inside front cover
about Barry, while that might have been more informative--it also
would spoil the surprise of him being in the issue and likely cause even
more confusion because there’s no way to get the full picture in a short
summary.

As far as Reggie the Veggie goes--it’s a bonus for those who want
more. If you don’t want to read beyond the letters pages--you don’t
have to. Alternatively, I could run ads but I don’t see why anybody
would prefer that.

Erik,

This is my first time writing to a book. I always knew my first letter
would go to Savage Dragon. It’s my favorite comic and has been since I first
discovered Dragon (thanks to his first appearance in Spawn).

For a while now I’ve wanted to ask you about a certain character I keep
noticing in the background of every issue. He appears to be around average
height, bald on top but hair on the sides of his head, mustached, and wears
thick glasses. I first noticed him in the Malcolm/Maxine honeymoon issue,
running on the beach. And i thought to myself, “Hey, it’s that guy!” Then I
thought, “Wait a minute. Who the hell is that guy?” Well it just so happens
I've been rereading the series from the beginning and the next issue I
picked up, there was that guy! I think he was sweeping up broken glass at
a hospital where Dart had thrown Kill-Cat through a window for messing
with her boyfriend, Justice. And there he was in the next issue. And the
next. I've enjoyed spotting him with each new monthly release as well.
If this has been covered in a previous Fin-Addict I apologize for wasting
your time. But I'm dying to know who he is and whether he has appeared in
every issue or just most.

And I can’t forget to mention #213, since it’s the issue that spurred me
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