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with her. Maybe that will be part of the joke.

You once wrote that you didn’t think SD would run longer than 250
issues. If that’s true, it’s sad, because an issue like 208 makes me hope this
book runs forever. If not forever, I would at least like to see it hit the magic
number 300 like Cerebus and Hellblazer.

Looking forward to next month’s wedding. Can’t imagine what’s going
to go wrong.

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento, CA

To be clear--that was not the “Original Angel” who perished in
Savage Dragon #208, that was the Angel introduced in Savage Dragon
#100, the one who befriended Mr. Glum and whose mother married
the Dragon. The original Angel appeared first in the Dragon: Sex &
Violence miniseries and in the ongoing Savage Dragon book beginning
with #41. So your ones are confused with your twos throughout your
letter.

I blame myself.

As far as Toady goes--it was my intention that he was glad that
Glum was gone and out of his life. He was toasting his departed master.
As far as we know, Toady is just a toady and has no special talent for
repairing armor but Mr. Glum has a few spares sitting around, which
he’s currently using as coffee tables and footrests.

Frequently I’ll do several passes at a double page spread. Often I’ll
end up doing a few roughs on the backs of other pages. Not everything
works on the first try. For most issues--I’ll draw 6-10 pages that will
never see print. Often it’s multiple versions of the same page. And
every so often I’ll draw something which I can salvage later on. The
splash of Angel punching Malcolm in #204, for example, was an earlier
stab at the cover for #204, which was rejected because I hadn’t left
enough room for the logo. In the case of the spread on pages 6-7, I went
through quite a few versions before I settled on one I was happy with.
Often I just erase the parts that weren’t working so there’s no real
record of what was there before.

As far as how long Savage Dragon will run--there is no specific
number in mind. I’d certainly love to do more than 300 issues but that’s
up for the readers to decide. If the support is there--I’ll keep going--if
not--I’ll have to call it a day. So spread the word and I’ll try to do the
same.

Erik,

Issue 209 was a fun read. We get lots of great layouts (especially that

opening page!), a glimpse of characters we haven’t seen in a long time
(Alex!), lots of humorous moments (nom!) and even SuperPatriot’s old
man neck (eww!). And then the gruesome death of Tierra...hideous yet
beautifully drawn. What will happen to that baby?
Speaking of babies, I'm excited for the upcoming birth of Malcolm’s child.
We never got to see Dragon raise Malcolm from a baby, so it will be a cool
element in the book to have Malcolm actively parenting through all those
sleepless nights and diaper changes. Remember that villainous team Body
Function from back in the day? They have nothing on a newborn. Also
hoping for it to be a girl just for the story possibilities.

Couple questions for you:

1. How do you decide what artwork to sell?

2. How do you store your art that you’re not selling?

3. What percentage of Savage Dragon sales are print vs. digital?

Thanks for continuing to provide my monthly equivalent of crack.
Seriously, every new issue is like a cartoony color-bomb brain-candy
explosion.

Aaron Eppy
Devens, MA

1: I don’t sell anything that I can’t bear to part with. Generally I’ve
been keeping full issues intact. I don’t want to break up a complete
set. So, I’ll either sell them as full issues or keep them. I’m not in any
hurry to sell anything, honestly, but if readers really want to own a
page or two--I’m not going to just hoard them all. If there are pages
which were reused from other issues in a book (like a page from #145
in #150) I’ll consider that issue already broken up and sell pages from
that issue individually. Most often I’ll sell art through my art dealer at
www.albertmoy.com but occasionally I’ll sell pages directly to fans at
conventions that I attend.

2: They’re stacked on heavy metal shelves in my office.

3: I actually have no idea. I know I should keep track of such things
but I don’t.

Erik,

Talk about an iconoclast wedding issue..! Since when does the
ceremony actually take place without a costumed interloper out for poorly-
timed revenge show up for a few panels? Or the bride be replaced with a
doppelgénger? Or the collapse of a supporting character?

When does the droning minister not get interrupted by the established
atheist characters?

You lulled us into thinking we were experiencing the first-ever
completely feel-good wedding issue and then WHAMMO! Tierra’s subway
horror story!

Woo, art is in the contrasts. Well done, and much appreciated.
Tony Sullivan

Thanks for that.

So, what up Erik,

I’ve been a fin addict since the original mini series, wanna sign my
entire collection? I just read 209 and loved it, great job and keep up the
great work, what’s that? Now available twice a month with artwork by the
original artist and creator!

So, I frigging loved pages 18 & 19 of Tierra’s baby being born that
was so cool! And the baby Dragging Her body around by the umbilical
I’'m doubtful, but I look forward to finding out what happens in 210 with the
baby and nefarious shadowy hands ominously encroaching the honeymoon
hut...00000000000

Keep ‘em coming! How about an Annual issue? Oh! What about
Dragon’s Jennifer in Dimension-X?! [ hope we haven’t seen the last of her-
she could be pregnant too! Whaaaaat? Maybe some cross over inter-action
with SOS? Guardians of the globe? Invincible? The Beyonder? Gee I sure
hope Maxine makes it...

Joe W. Alacqua

I’m doing a second book a month--but it’s Spawn--not a second
issue of Savage Dragon.

As far as annuals go--I’m going to have to pass on that. I’d rather
just stack up issues of the regular ongoing book than to take time off to
do a special annual issue.

And Jennifer isn’t pregnant. You can cross that off your cockamamie
theories list.

Erik,

You’re so insane and I love every bit of it...Issue 209 was, in one word,
BEAUTIFUL. Until you surprised us all with the unexpected and tragic
death of Tierra Jones...it’s sad because looking at the trajectory of her life
and how it ended it’s almost sad...and that in terms shows your skill as a
writer. It’s like a glimpse of real life and seeing how things just faltered.
When we first met her, she was this beautiful young teen who saw Malcolm
as a kid and was attracted to his growing physique. He was digging her,
and they hit it off...understandably so, she broke up with him because she
realized how much danger she would be in as the girlfriend of a superhero,
especially after witnessing Malcolm kill someone...it was too much and we
understood that...just as her actions with Frank Jr. They were two young
people believing the world was about to end so they made the decision
to go out as we all would want to go, pumping and a-sweating lol. The
world didn’t end, and they had to deal with the consequences of their
action. Frank Jr. broke up with Angel, and married Tierra. She wanted a
husband and he wanted to be a husband...but they were never in love...
as time went on she saw that she made a huge mistake and wanted back
who she gave up, Malcolm...she didn’t know how she would, but she got
her opening when she stayed at his apartment with Maxine, thus ending
up in a threesome, then a foursome with Angel...her lows was leaving her
daughter and attempting to exploit the sexual encounters...in the end...that
wasn’t her, and she decided to get away...that is until now...and she is now
gone, and the first child of Malcolm Dragon, first grandchild of the Savage
Dragon (and Rapture) has now been born...Erik this was so powerful to me
I haven’t even finished reading the book yet...but I wanted and needed to
make this letter because I knew no one else would concerning the loss of
this character, who could’ve been more, but her legacy stands now. Until
then, hear, hear to Malcolm and Maxine...oh and you brought Alex in here
(YES!!!) and I’'m glad she still looks good because she’s not that old (43 if
I’'m not mistaken).

Ok, I’m done.

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA ig @goat1408

Thanks for that. Nice job summing up the short, tragic life of Tierra
Jones.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: A new menace.

As an extra-special bonus--here are a couple unadorned covers
from Savage Dragon Legacy #1. Both the pulse-pounding printed
version and the ever-unavailable unpublished one! Enjoy!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Dear Erik,

The thing I admire the most about you is your work drive and your
inking, that I really love. But it is your work choices that sometimes
bother me. In my view, what you do is simply astonishing. You must work
incredibly hard and you’re passionately driven for how long? Very long...
and consistent, the number of issues in Savage Dragon are a testimony of
that dedicated passion. The quality of your (seriously made) funny book is
high... it really is. But when I hear you’re gonna be drawing another title I
worry about the title that I’'m enjoying so much because of your tremendous
efforts. Dividing your powers like that makes no sense to me. It’s like
you're splitting yourself in half. Some quality here and some quality there.
I have no idea why you do this. Are you in need of a new challenge? Did
you get into some sort of friendly agreement, do you need the pay? What
makes you partly leave your own magazine? (You're co-owner and Chief
Financial Director of Image Comics, so it can’t be a money thing, or is it? I
don’t know).

I do still like what I see and read in Savage Dragon every month. I study
your drawing and inking a lot, because I love it. I like your stories as well...
all in all it’s a hell of a accomplishment what you do... besides your inking
I think I admire that the most.

So please don’t go somewhere else, I'm worried that the work you do on
SD will suffer for it.

I love what you do in retro-style with Carl Cosmic (what a terrible
superhero) and I love the fact that you give other creators you like a
platform... why not build your magazine into something more? Look at
Sponge Bob comics, I love that formula and it could work well for SD too.
In transforming your magazine into a really funnybook with at the basis
your main story (however long it may be) and besides that many excellent
creators that tell short or longer stories happening in the SD Universe,
a pin-up, some 3 panel funnies, another pin-up, a one, two or four-page
funny... maybe a poster once in a while... maybe some sketch and learn
technique insights on your part... a photo reportage of your workweek,
a contest once in a while... whatever... all kinds of stuff could fill your
magazine and It would leave you hopefully with enough time (or maybe
more) to venture out in the field and draw or write some other stuff that you
want to do.

Allin all... I’'m still happy that I read SD, but I kinda hope it stays that
way.

Sincere,

Damir Segon
The Netherlands

I’ve taken on other jobs from time to time and it’s just fun. It’s a
way of recharging my brain and to get thinking in other directions.
Working on Savage Dragon #209, for example, was a rough road
because there wasn’t a lot of the ass-kicking action that I so enjoy
drawing--but broken up with an action-packed issue of Spawn and I
was rejuvenated. I could soldier on, refreshed. The writer side of me
and the artist side don’t always agree. Sometimes a better story doesn’t
necessarily include things I enjoy drawing so it’s nice to have something
else to work on. Working in comics can be a solitary experience. It’s
fun to work with other people and I enjoy seeing what they bring to the
table which, in turn, gets me thinking in other directions.

And really--I like the challenge of it all. I had some Spawn stories I

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

wanted to tell and Todd seems willing to put up with me and pitch in so
it’s all good. I don’t need to do it--I want to do it.

As far as turning Savage Dragon into something akin to Sponge Bob
goes--I’m not so inclined. I’m happy with how things are and I don’t
need any additional complications in my working process.

Hi Erik,

There is so much to say about SD 208 I don’t know where to begin. I
guess it’s going to be easiest to start with the cover and just work my way
through it.

In Final Battle. How many times over the last 50 years have I heard
that? Too many to count. DC and Marvel have killed and revived so many
characters over the years that I have become apathetic towards the idea of
anyone staying dead. So initially I had a ho-hum attitude towards the cover
blurb. However, this is Savage Dragon, and once again I was reminded that
in this book, when someone dies, they stay dead.

I was so shocked and stunning and paralyzed by the death of Original
Angel, on page 6(!), that I stared at that grotesque (but beautifully
composed) 2 page spread for a long time before turning the page. It’s rare
for anyone to write to you and compliment you on your page layouts or
panel compositions. And some of your two page spreads are better than
others, but this one was magnificent in the way you placed all the characters
around the blast that split Angel in half. Despite the gruesomeness of it
all, it was a wonderful composition that perfectly captured the moment for
maximum effect.

Were there other versions of that moment that you threw away or did you
get it right on the first try? You don’t usually include pages of thumbnails or
sketches in the back of SD, but I sure would like to see how many versions
of that moment you considered before deciding on the one that saw print.

I actually felt disturbed by the way Angel One was pounding the crap
out of Angel Two. Before I even got to pages 6 and 7, I went back and reread
the first 5, wondering if Angel Two was even going to survive! It was a
relief to see Rex save A2’s life in the most extreme and timely fashion.
Al, for all her tenderness towards Glum over the years, was vicious and
deserving of the blast that killed her.

As if this wasn’t enough, that brings us to the death of Rex. First he
got one of his arms ripped off. Not a good sign. You had me on edge,
wondering if that was going to be the worst of it. But after the turning of
the page, [ was, once again, stunned. I'm still feeling stunned while typing
this. I was bouncing back and forth between, How Could YOU? and What
NEXT?

I never thought Malcolm’s life was at risk, but I was certainly surprised
that Angel Two was able to get up and re-join the fight after the beating she
took. Her face looked terrible. She doesn’t have a healing factor, and even
though she’s an imaginary character, I'm still wondering how long it will
take her to heal in the pages of SD.

As for Mr. Glum? When he was finally defeated at the bottom of page
12, I thought he was dead, too. Wow, I thought. Three dead in one issue.
I thought Angel had crushed his throat before snapping it with her final
punch. So I had mixed feelings when Glum was alive a few pages later. [
don’t know whether to be disappointed that you didn’t kill him when you
had the chance (and it was obvious he had it coming), or to feel excited that
he’s going to come back and cause more trouble at a later date. He is such
a great character, I don’t which is worse. And I say that because part of his
appeal was his intriguing relationship of adoration and twisted chivalry
towards Angel One. With her gone, I can imagine what effect this will have
on his future appearances. He can only become more bitter and violent
towards Malcolm. It’s to be expected, which will take some of the surprise
out of his return.

Finally, there is that enigmatic last page. If Angel One was split in half,
and Glum’s body armor was destroyed, what’s going on in that room with
Toady? Has he salvaged and repaired both? Is he toasting to the fact that
Glum is gone, or that Glum will be back? Glum’s final one word panel was
funny, making me think that it really was over for him and nobody was ever
going to rescue him from his jail cell. So now I don’t know. It seems like
you set up our expectations for Glum to rot in jail, and then hit us with the
Maybe Not surprise ending. Any chance you will give us a clue in the letter
column?

This issue of SD would have been great enough if it had ended there.
But it didn’t. As much as I like Vanguard, I never cared for the mini-series
that ran in the back pages. Didn’t like the art, and I thought the story was
too complicated to be chopped up in small monthly segments. But Brute
Force? Short, funny, and self-contained. I definitely DO want to see these
hilarious super-heroes again. Were the creators trying to give us a funny
version of the Legion of Super-Heroes or was that just me? Since Max
Damage mentioned Dart, I suppose you could incorporate them into the
main SD storyline. Or would you let Gavin and Mark have their way with
them in the back pages? I don’t see how they could survive an encounter
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