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Erik,

Wow! Issue 206 is one hell of a action packed story! Right from
the get go, it’s a one two punch of amazing action and exciting thrills.
Malcolm really socked it to that big ass freak. It’s too bad that his
favorite burger place got caught in the crossfire. Including Oscar’s
was a nice tribute. I’m not familiar with that place, but I can feel the
sentiment for all the old hang outs I use have back in the day. Some
are completely gone for good.

On another note, I am happy to see that our heroes will be returning
to Dimension-X. I have always enjoyed that crazy place. I would like
to see the next few issues take place there. My favorite part of 206
is Malcolm and Angel’s battle with the Mauve Wolf-Man. Definitely
one of your best monsters yet! I hope there is a whole race of those
dudes. Lastly, it was nice to see the return of the lightning punch. It
gives Malcolm pizzazz! I can’t wait for the next issue. Thank you
Erik. This issue made my tough day so much better.

Sincerely,

Rick Snyder
Greenwood, IN

Glad to have helped!

Hi Erik.

I just read SD 206, another great issue, but with 207 being
advertised in Previews as the beginning of a new story arc, this didn’t
really seem like the end of another one. More like a prologue to
Malcolm’s trip to Dimension X.

Anyway, I just read the letter column. Since I live in Sacramento,
I wouldn’t mind driving to Berkeley and picking up the 206 variant
at Oscar’s. No one is selling them on eBay yet! But before I drive all
that distance, I was wondering:

1) Are they on sale these days?

2) How many copies will Oscar’s receive?

3) Limited to one per person?

I’m not going to buy more than one myself, but I would hate to
drive all the way down there just to find out the first person through
the door bought every copy! I would also hate to drive down there just
to find out they haven’t arrived yet.

Can you let me know ASAP? I could drive down this weekend. It
would be a nice weekend trip.

Thank you very much.

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento

1: I’m not sure if they’re still open as of this printing.

2: 1,000 copies of the book were printed. They received 800 of
those.

3: Limited to two per customer. And you can always call ahead
to make sure.

Erik,

Clearly, the arrival of SD #206 is a red-letter day worthy of
some fan mail. It would seem Malcolm has finally graduated from
high school (congrats), as well as the school of very hard knocks --
thanks to his thwarting of “sundry” villains over the years (with the
exception of the moisture-laden, lachrymal Fountainhead), lest even
more flagitious felons affiliate themselves with the collective off-
scourings of humanity, known as the Vicious Circle. Malcolm has
had to repeatedly prove he’s just as savage as his dad, if not more so,
in the face of a never-ending supply of scrofulous super-villains. At
stake: Chicago, nay the world! That said, Malcolm is NOT father’s
namesake, in that he has not garnered the “savage” sobriquet from
Chicago citizens. Nay, in their eyes, he is idolized -- a bona fide
celebrity. His massive, heavily-burdened shoulders are as beefy and
rotund as Kim Kardashian West’s ample butt cheeks... so, I guess
his adoration makes perfect sense (specious an argument, as it may
seem). Seeing some of my missives printed in SD gives me some
newfound insight into the notion of celebridom -- similar to Steve
Martin’s character in the movie THE JERK, seeing his name printed
in the phone book for the very first time. Joy abounds! Malcolm is
definitely hitting his stride when it comes to pummeling mammoth
monsters sent over by Mr. Glum -- clearly evident by the destruction
of the Rock House Diner and subsequent bulldozing of Oscar’s. Sadly,
gone as well are the days of Malcolm “hittin’ it” vis-a-vis a ménage a
trois, or (ah-ooh-ga) the quaternary concupiscence of putting “four”
in fornication. Reminds me of my halcyon high school days (yeah,
right!). The enthusiastic manner in which Angel lifted up her dress
(to reveal her super suit underneath) is a more tasteful approach to
“Girls Gone Wild” videos I may, or may not have seen. The return
of Malcolm’s lightning legerdemain certainly had a galvanic effect
on me, as I'm sure it did many readers. SHAZAM! All I know

is that if she’s smart, Tierra will keep her distance from Maxine,
and Glum better watch out next issue, if he knows what’s good for
him. Dimension-X, here we come! As far as I’'m concerned, SD
also stands for superlative dynamism -- not soporific detritus (AKA
snooze-fest dreck). Hey, this ish had even more Chicago landmarks,
and a perfectly drawn car that in no way resembles a simple rectangle.
Oscar’s may be gone, but I hope SD is here to stay!
Sincerely,
Sotiris Gravas

P.S. I noticed SD #146 was in keeping with the full-length-
figure/5-panel-configuration layout of SD #205, though not as rigid in
its structure.

P.P.S. While in Montréal/Québec... I hope you were able to try
some proverbial poutine.

Actually, Savage Dragon #205 was repeating what I’d done
previously in #170 with its full-height left side panel pattern. The
five tier grid from #146 was used again recently as well but it was
in issue #207.

Hey how are you doing?

Will Savage Dragon touch on police brutality and race relations?
Ever consider a Savage Dragon video game? Is there a chance this can
be posted in an issue of Savage Dragon?

Regards,

Leonard Washington

I’m doing fine.

I’ll likely touch on police brutality and race relations but
it’s not going to become a dominant theme or anything. As
much as police brutality and racism does exist in places to some
degree if you actually run the numbers and see just how many
police officers there are, nationwide, the number of reported
troublemakers is relatively few proportionately. I think those few
bad seeds definitely reflect poorly on those who genuinely want to
serve and protect, but that’s life.

Every time anybody from any group does something bad it
reflects poorly on the others in that group. That’s the root of a lot
of negative feelings about anything.

A crooked politician has people suspecting that ALL politicians
are corrupt and questioning the whole system. A disgraced TV
evangelist has people thinking all priests are perverts. A handful
of bad women drivers compel people to make derogatory
comments about women drivers.

And people don’t generally think about how their actions
impact their group and their community. Nobody thinks, “I’d
better not do this bad thing because people will think poorly
about others like me.”

I remember talking to a cab driver up in Washington after a
few cabbies had been robbed at gunpoint by Native American
passengers and for a while if you were a Native American in that
area--you walked. Nobody driving a taxi was willing to take the
chance to give you a ride.

Most gun owners would never dream of going on a Killing
spree. The fact that a number of gun owners have concerns
the rest of us. If guys wearing turbans are driving planes into
buildings a guy in a turban is going to have people on edge. If
there’s a new story about a tall, bald cartoonist on a killing spree
and I’m drawing comics at a coffee shop--I’m going to be eyed
suspiciously. It’s human nature.

I’ve touched on police brutality and racism in the past but how
much does anybody want to read about that month after month?
How much does anybody want to be lectured to about any of this?
We all know it’s horrible. We all agree on that. I’d rather make it
a subtext than a focus. It’s being covered, thoroughly, elsewhere.
As far as video games go--1 don’t make those. Nobody who does
has contacted me about making one. Until that happens--it’s
unlikely to happen.

As for posting this in Savage Dragon goes...here you are.

-Erik Larsen
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In case you hadn’t heard, I’ll be writing and drawing Spawn
for the foreseeable future starting with Spawn #258, working
with my old pal Todd McFarlane. No hard sell--but if you’re so
inclined--check it out.

Meanwhile, this Savage Dragon book keeps chugging along--
no interruption in service here.

Keeping my fingers crossed that I can pull this off.

Wish me luck!

Now, onto your letters--!

Hey Erik,

Savage Dragon #206 was probably the most charming issue of
Savage Dragon I’ve ever read. The word charming and Savage Dragon
are not something I’ve found myself ever saying, well at least until
now. This one had a lot of character developments that felt genuine
and heartfelt that makes me see that this book can still surprise me in
ways that I didn’t think were imaginable. From Angel’s interaction
with Laila, to the conversation between Maxine and Malcolm about
Oscar’s at the start. The writing in this issue felt very rich and honest.
This issue really had everything going for it.

Also, the Oscar monster! Holy crap does that guy look awesome
and he doesn’t even have a name! I've always enjoyed when you
create characters that I like to say have a Kirby vibe to them and you
turn them into something of your own style. That would be this guy. I
love the visual design on this guy that he’s close to beating Arachnid
as one of my all time visual creations of yours. Damn, this guy is
awesome.

Also, while I kind of mentioned it earlier, keep up the real world
type of conversations between Maxine and Malcolm. I love these.
From Garfield the Cat, to Oscar’s the burger joint, they are all fun to
read!

Well it’s time for a few questions!.

1. The Oscar’s monster dude. Probably one of my favorite
creation of yours. What’s that big lugs name? Also, please bring him
back soon! He’s probably pissed that Malcolm kicked his ass, and
apparently he’s a science type of dude so the possibilities are endless!
Any more plans for him?

2. The Oscar’s monsters former friend in the world of science?
Does this strange dude have a name for the wiki?

3. The Dimension-X monster that looked like a giant werewolf.
What’s his name?

4. Finally, now that Oscar’s is closing are you going to find another
burger spot to draw comics and eat burgers at?

OK, I'll wrap this up. Savage Dragon #206 was what I like to
call a pretty much perfect comic. The only thing missing, was your
trademark gore, but I’m sure we’ll get that soon enough. We are only
94 issues from 300 and that’s something I’'m really excited about.
You’re doing an excellent job Erik, and #206 really hooked me in
again. Feels great.

Sincerely,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

1: His name is Rob Schwartz. Since he looks like 500 pounds
of uncooked beef and appeared in an issue set at Oscar’s it’s only
appropriate that he be called Hamburger-Head.

2: Frank Meyer.

3: The unnamed beast was dubbed “Mauve Wolf-Man” by
those witnessing his rampage.

4: Likely not.

Hey Erik.

Wow! Two issues of Savage Dragon in the same month! What a
treat!

I read Savage Dragon #206 over lunch today and enjoyed it
immensely. From start to finish it was just a fun comic book to read.
The opening scene at Oscar’s had some great banter between Maxine
and Malcolm and reminded me of their conversation regarding
superhero movies from the previous issue. When they chat like that
it really feels to me like you are expressing your own views through
their conversation, particularly regarding the villains in superhero
movies. Of course I could be totally off base on this. Am I? And poor
Oscar’s. I’ve never been there but after reading this issue I'm sad

Send letters to:

2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR
BERKELEY, CA 94704

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

that Il never get the chance. Were the two bald guys in the Oscar’s
t-shirts actual employees of Oscar’s? What did the owner think of you
sending off his burger joint in style?

There were a few interesting developments in this issue. Angel
and Frank Jr. seem to be getting back on track quite nicely and are
both handling the situation with quite a bit of maturity so far. Will
Angel become a “step-mom” right after having an abortion? It’s funny
how life works out. I’m also glad you seem to have tied up the Tierra
loose end pretty neatly, although I am a little suspicious of the gossip
rag guy returning the laptops. I have a bad feeling that he may have
loaded some spyware onto them. I guess only time will tell, but I
don’t think we’ve seen the last of that little weasel. Come to think of
it, I don’t think we’ve seen the last of Tierra either. Hmm. Not so neat
after all it would seem.

Rex Dexter! It was great to see him again, although I would have
liked to have seen a bit more of him and his lab as he was talking to
Malcolm. You do such a great job of drawing elaborate scientific labs
that I just can’t get enough of it. More please! Still, the conversation
did achieve its purpose in setting up the sure-to-be-epic confrontation
with Mr. Glum and Evil Angel (is that her official name now?) over
next couple of issues. I cannot wait for that!

And once again you have delivered a couple of really cool looking
bad guys to interrupt Malcolm’s day. It never fails to impress me how
you can just keep on churning out these original designs. I don’t know
how you do it. I'm tempted to tell you to bring them back at some
point in the future but that would deprive us of getting to see more
of your original creations! At least Malcolm managed to get through
his graduation ceremony before having to get back in the fight with
Mauve Wolf-Man!

I don’t have much more to add other than it was nice to see
Thunderhead make another appearance. I really feel he is a supporting
character who deserves more screen time. Think about it, will ya?

All hail Oscar’s!

Andrew d’Entremont
New York, NY

To be fair, the reason there were two issues of Savage Dragon
in August is because I just missed my deadline to get one of those
two out in July. It’s not as though I pulled off a minor miracle.

The two guys working at Oscar’s are the two mainstays
running the show. I think they both got a kick out of Oscar’s
appearing in the issue.

Although Malcolm may refer to that Angel as “Evil Angel” her
legal name remains Angel Dragon.

And Thunderhead will be somewhat more of a presence now
that he’s been reintroduced into the book.

Hey Erik,

First of all, it was FINFREAKINTASTIC to get two new issues of
Savage Dragon in a month. Wasn’t expecting that, but I’ll always take
as many helpings as I can get! Really cool storytelling technique you
used with the page/panel layouts of 205. I feel for Angel, I can totally
relate. I also admit I used to not be a fan of Maxine, but as time’s
gone on she’s totally grown on me. You’ve really fleshed her out over
the past few issues and it’s always fun to read her conversations with
Malcolm. They really compliment one another. Also really looking
forward to where you’re going with the bunches of Dragon babies.
You’re packing a lot of character development and dialog in these
issues, and I appreciate it.

I liked 206 even more. Two nice fights! What I really dig is Rex
asking Malcolm to return to Dimension-X to apprehend Glum! That
is going to be so cool! I always like the weirdness of such issues. Very
cool mission for Malcolm and Angel to take on before he starts to
focus on police work after high school graduation. Here’s to seeing
Battle Dragon soon! Malcolm’s fight dialog is cracking me up on a
consistent basis! ‘Chew on this, sucker!” You keep pumpin’ ‘em out
Erik! I'll keep chewin’ on ‘em!

Good Times!

Nick Justus
Somerville, NJ

Indeed they are. I’m glad Maxine has grown on you. After all
the struggles I went through trying to get folks to like Dragon’s
various loves it’s a welcome change to have readers digging MJ!
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