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As far as having Savage Dragon come out every couple weeks
as a way of attracting attention--I remain unconvinced. Those
ignoring it would continue to ignore it and it would drive me
over the bend. I do so much traveling to conventions and whatnot
that a three week schedule is all but impossible. In August I
traveled to Dublin, Ireland and then visited my son at his school
in Bennington, Vermont and took a side trip up to Montréal and
Québec in Canada and still managed, somehow, to get this issue
out in September. In September I visited the Rose City Con in
Portland, Oregon. In October I’m off to the New York Comic
Con in the Big Apple and in November I’m off to Bloomington,
Minnesota for the Comic Card show and somewhere in there is a
wedding up in Seattle, Washington. I can’t do any of that stuff if I
start having to bang comics out every few weeks and having a life
is part of having a life. I need that stuff.

Really, the best thing is for those who love the book to make
a big stink about it and spread the word. Word of mouth is still
the best advertisement for anything. So if you love the book--don’t
keep it a secret. If you can’t stand the book--you can feel free to
keep your traps shut.

Erik,

It’s that time good sir. I just picked up issues 205 and 206. Let me
grab 204 and away we go.

204-

L. Don’t. Like. Tierra.

Dart...business as usual. Kicking ass. Dig it.

Angel. Love her.

Neutron Bob- his mom’s reaction surprised me. Old nasty hag.
Talking to her son like that...sorry, I’'m a sentimental fool. I'm a guy,
yes, but am prone to emotional moments that other men would laugh
at, that’s okay though, I've dealt with it this long, and its part of my
charm. Ha!

Back to the Dragon...

L. Don’t. Like. Tierra.

Angel has fast become my favorite female character that is not from
Marvel or DC. My apologies...Scarlet Witch from them avenging types
and Starfire from them titanic teens have long been favorites of mine
before I was ever introduced to the great comic that is Savage Dragon.
So no disrespect is meant good sir. Back to Angel, as I said, she is
my favorite character. I think it’s because (despite Scarlet Witch and
Starfire) I love blondes. She is a strong character, and I only see her
getting stronger as a character with what you are putting her through/
what she will be put through. She is a great character to have in this
book and I look forward to reading her in these pages.

Fight’s over between Angel and Dragon, good. They are a good
team.

Avengers Assemble. Love it!

Back at the apartment...oh no...the laptops!

I. Don’t. Like. Tierra.

Last page of funnies.

At The Carnival.

“Tiny”

HAHAHAHA

Thanks for including that in the book. That was freaking hilarious.

205-

Initially just want to say. I love the layout this issue had. I loved the
full size character and then the panels on the side telling the story. It
worked very well.

Uh oh, Maxine is pregnant?? (Déja vu...I think T already commented
on this lol) And Angel is pregnant...momentarily...

Malcolm going to Prom... okay...I-I did-I didn’t go to mine...*sniff*
huh? Oh...you didn’t ask, my apologies.

Dart. Like a boss. She is very imposing, even just standing there-
yes, she is holding a sword...but yeah, she is still imposing...sword or
no. 3)

And the flunky goes down at the prom...not in the way most men
would appreciate anyway. HA! I see what I did there...

Ah, the gossip rag guy and Tierra talking at the restaurant...Neither
one of them are getting paid. HA! And I still don’t like her.

Last Page with the funnies. Our Pal Thunderhead... I don’t have
lips... priceless.

206-

Ah...the Oscar’s issue.

“Tis a sad time when a local business like that has to shut its doors.
Hate to see it. Then we get a big bruiser busting through the wall.
Thanks jerk! HA! Dr. Doom Reference! Love it!!

Rex! S.0.S! Woo! oh wait, just mention of S.0.S...hey, still cool.
Loved it when Dragon was on the team and still love that you have the
S.0.S.

Giant Mauve Wolf-Man...love it!

Graduation! Woo!

A great time in all teenagers lives...

Whoops more Giant Mauve Wolf-Man...

Taken down by Angel and Malcolm. Like I said, they are a good
team.

Thanks for answering my questions and concerns of my last letter.
One of the many reasons I love this mag, that you take the time to
respond. It is part of its charm and I hope it stays -and I will keep
writing to make sure I do my part... 3)

All in all, solid reads as usual. Fun, drama, action, tears, tragedy
and triumph.

The Mighty Man backups the last few issues, I haven’t fully read
yet, but hope to give it a hones fair try. Something about the art style
is bugging me, but I really like the character so I will read it before my
next letter. :)

1. So when do we see Dart rounding up all of Malcolm’s defeated
foes ala Sinister Six style and try to t’row him a beatin’?

2. Any more Fountainhead anytime soon?

3. And Giant Mauve Wolf-Man...?

4. Ragdoll?

So...thanks for the reads. Can’t wait for more.

Your Fin-Fan and Friend

Randy Hogan

p.s. Love them Josh Eichhdrn references.

1: Maybe sooner than you’d think.

2: He hasn’t officially appeared for the first time in these pages
yet. That’ll be in #211.

3: we’re done with him. He was tossed back into Dimension-X
by Rex Dexter between issues.

4: Same as answer #2. He’ll appear soon.

Hello,

I remember it very clearly. My mornings had been filled with
Mortal Kombat and Street Fighter Cartoons. Then this new cartoon
showed up. It had a Dragon-like man who had super strength, was
really tough, was a cop, and beat the day lights out of thugs and
monsters. You’ll never believe how cool his name was: SAVAGE! I
loved that cartoon and was sad when it ended. I read some comics at
the time, but it was all the standard fair: Justice League, X-men... Stuff
like that.

I was in my comic shop in 1999 and I saw a Savage Dragon Comic.
I thought it was cool but my mom was with me and when she asked if
it was kid OK, he laughed and said no way. I was bummed and moved
on. Fast forward to around the time 196 had come out. I picked it up
and thought... “Wait, where is Dragon?”

Timmediately bout issues 189-196 and discovered that my hero was
a crazy sperm exploding overlord who became good when he lost his
memory. I was soooo pissed and I swore I'd never get another issue
until Savage Dragon was back where he belonged.

And then...

I picked up 198... And then 199. And I haven’t been able to stop
since. I picked up as many issues in the double digits as I could and a
few trades and I can say but this has become one of my favorite books
that I get every month.

The fact that you write, pencil, ink, color and print every issue is
insanity. Here’s to you lapping TODD AND SPAWN in the future!

Sincerely,

Matt Fischer
Chicago

I suspect that you’d get a kick out of the issues you’re missing.
But thanks for hanging in there. One of the challenges of doing a
book in real time is that characters grow old and situations change
over time. I’m happy to shine the spotlight on Malcolm now that
his father has stepped out of it. Regardless of who’s starring in the
book I’m determined to make it an enjoyable ride. Hope you and
the rest got a kick out of this very offbeat issue. Malcolm and the
others will be back next month for more fun and games.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: In Final Battle!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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and hope they hear and obey?

Then, while I'm trying to get past that, I open an issue and the
very first thing I see is Malcolm seemingly flying thru the air carrying
Maxine. Come on! Even if I accept that Maxine can have sex with
Malcolm, there’s no way she could survive the impact of landing! It
would send her stomach and spleen crashing thru her spine and snap
her neck. Unless you intend to establish that Malcolm has the sort of
super-telekinetic ability to safely fly and land like Superman does, this
just requires too much suspension of disbelief from this fan. Please,
Erik...!

And again, I would have thought that you were sensitive about
(false) comparisons with The Hulk, yet in one issue you not only have
him leaping thru the city, but the words “The Incredible Hulk” are
used three times, and two of those times to describe Malcolm’s penis!
I guess you’re not as sensitive about that as I had thought you might be.

Lastly, in regards to Malcolm, I share the disappointment a
number of readers (and perhaps you yourself, as voiced thru various
characters) have that Malcolm no longer has the electrical powers that
he inherited from his mother. Your stated reason for removing them
was that you didn’t like for Malcolm to keep saving his ass from the
fire by using those powers, but that’s exactly the sort of thing that fans
like to read. A hero saving himself at the last second by using some
heretofore unknown (or forgotten) weapon or power is a much more
acceptable convention in superhero comics than doing giant bunny
hops thru a crowded city. (And now, in 204, I see he is actually given
a vial of his own blood, and thus reconstitution of those powers is
possible. Way to go, Erik!)

I totally loved the issue that was all double-page spreads, and was
particularly blown away, even if this seems like a simple thing, by
the fact that same double-page spreads began as soon as I opened the
cover. I kept thinking that I must have accidentally skipped a page,
but no, the inside front cover of the comic book was not only an
integral part of the story, but was in color itself! Although I’'m sure it’s
happened many times, I can’t really seem to recall seeing this before
on any comic book, above-ground or underground. Always before the
front and back covers are in color, but the inside covers are b&w. As
far as I’'m concerned, you really opened that issue up to a world of
color and action. You make me wish that every issue could be that way,
but yes, I understand why they can’t. But let me just say, I consider
this to be a highly successful experiment and applaud you for it even
occurring to you. As I know, you’re a fan of those big double-page
Kirby action scenes just like I am.

#200 was the normal extravaganza that I expect from you.
Appreciated the extra stories fleshing out Malcolm’s character, and
glad you got to collaborate with Herb Trimpe (who I confess was never
one of my favorites, but I respect how he was one of yours).

I also appreciate how you give space to aspiring artists for their
much shorter comic strips. Some of these shorter strips have a wacky,
almost underground (he’s using that word again, Ma!) sensibility,
without necessarily being quite as amusing, or psychedelic, as I recall
the old underground comix being, and instead, on occasional, seem
to rely on grossness for humor. But hey, I'm an old fogy; nobody
cares what I think. I do appreciate the “Night Watchman” comic as a
parody of / homage to the old 1960s Batman strip which appeared in
newspapers then.

Also enjoy the Vanguard strip (and concept) and, when I'm reading
thru a set of issues like this, enjoy reading them all in a row since the
installments are so brief.

My recommendation for special issues of Savage Dragon is to have
an annual issue, like I recall Marvel used to do every summer (they
could still do it, for all I know). I remember, as a kid, long before I got
involved in fandom, every summer eagerly anticipating those Marvel
annuals, which would usually have one long story stretched out thru
the double-sized issue, with pin-ups and such at the end. Would this
be a possibility for the Dragon, you think? An extra-sized story once a
year, scripted and illustrated by you (or someone else could do the art
if you need to save time for the regular book), with pin-ups in the back
by various other famous artists. This might also be the proper vehicle
for another crossover.

I haven’t gone on for all that long, but it seems I’ve exhausted
myself for the moment. Thanks for the good reads, Erik!

Tim Marion
New York City

While I like the idea of annuals--the reality is that in order
for me to do one of those--I"d have to skip a couple of these and
that doesn’t make a lot of sense to me. Better to have 12 issues of
Savage Dragon a year than 10 issues and one annual. I generally
do fat issues for anniversaries. That happens every other year on
average.

The Hulk comparisons are only natural. Both Dragons are
muscular green guys and the Hulk is a muscular green guy and

people can be superficial and shallow. If you’re not curious and
you never crack the cover of an issue of Savage Dragon--there you
go--all characters are green and they’re all the same. Also--the
Flash, Superman, Green Lantern and Batman are all the same
because they all have the same skin color and build. I’'m glad we
could get that settled.

Guys with amazing super strength leaping makes some sense.
Superman did that before he could fly. Captain Marvel did that
before he could fly. The Hulk does it. Malcolm doesn’t jump
around every issue but if he needs to get somewhere and there’s
no car--he’ll do it. Once there’s a car around we’ll likely see less
of that.

The science of everything in comics is a slippery slope and once
you go down that rabbit hole you’re asking for trouble. I try not
to dwell on all of the impossibilities and just have fun with it. Is
it more visually interesting to have a giant mummy toss a train
and have the whole thing arc into the sky intact or have him go
sinking into the ground because it’s so heavy and awkward and
unable to balance it properly due to weight distribution? If you
start applying real rules to everything it takes a lot of things off
the table pretty quickly and I’d rather not play that game.

Hello Erik,

I am a very big fan of your works since I had discovered your
artwork in the Amazing Spider-Man (in the French translation from
Editions Lug, France), and since these ‘old times’, I never stop reading
everything you did, as artist or as writer. Action, drama, humor, ‘love
story’... all the things I want in a comic-book is in a Larsen comic-
book. And Savage Dragon is your best work to date. Thank you for
all these beautiful hours you give us, readers! I have to admit that I
was worried when I learn that Malcolm Dragon will be the hero of the
series.

At first, to me, he looks too immature, too young, less powerful.
He was like, ‘the son of...” with no real interesting elements (from
himself as character) to become a hero, ‘the’ hero. But I was wrong:
the ‘new’ Dragon still lives a lot of adventures (... including ‘sexual’
adventures!) as his father before. And his love affairs are real
adventures too! Dart’s becomes a very interesting character, because
of her evolution, the power she gets... You create so many characters
in the Dragon universe, and you are still capable to give them a new
vision, month after month.

You still impress me since the ‘80s. Your artwork is actually
very good. In some occasion, I feel like you did not work under the
best conditions, and some of your production was less interesting.
Sometimes you give us a ‘new’ style and that was better. A Kirby
influence never could be bad, too! Today, I found the layout, the
composition of the pages/panels, and the style better than ever.

Continue the good works!

Congratulations to you!

Yours,

Daniel Tesmoingt
Belgium.

Thanks for that. In all honesty--I wasn’t sure how well
Malcolm would be received and how well I’d be able to write his
adventures. Having two boys in the house roughly his age has been
a tremendous help. I do like a challenge.

Hello Erik,

Just finished issue #205. Another great issue! The page layout
experiment was kind of interesting and seemed to work pretty well for
the issue. The fact that the issue focused a lot on character development
and interpersonal relationships probably was a good fit for the panel
layout. It really seemed like there was a lot of story crammed into the
issue and the reader got a lot for their money. I really enjoyed seeing
Kevin Thunderhead even if it was only for a page. I hope we get to see
more of him and maybe his relationship will Malcolm will develop
further. I think that would be cool. I thought it was also big of Malcolm
to go to the prom even though he wasn’t really even that interested in
it. It shows what a great kid/adult he is in that he actually sometimes
puts the needs of others above his own in things other than bashing the
occasional bad guy. I like that guy!

As volatile and emotional as the abortion issue is in our country, I
felt it was handled very maturely in a so called “funnybook”. However,
I have no idea what’s going on with Tierra on that last page. Maybe
she’s not pregnant?! That would be an interesting turn of events if
maybe Angel’s child wasn’t Malcolm’s and was Daredevil’s instead. I
guess at this point, there’s really no way of knowing, though.

Thanks again for Savage Dragon and keep ‘em coming!

Drew Woodworth

Thanks for checking in.





OPS/images/0025.jpeg
Dear Erik,

T always like it when you experiment with your page layouts. Over
the years they have always been some of my favorite issues. I haven’t
kept track of the number of times you’ve done it. Have you?

I didn’t even notice it at first. Well, not until I got to pages 4 and 5.
Then I flipped back to page one, flipped through to page 10, smiled,
and went back to reading. Even though each vertical on the left hand
side of a page didn’t always feature a cast member in a stand alone
pose, the overall design worked wonderfully all the way through. It
was fun for me to read, and I imagine (despite the extra work it takes
to script an entire issue like that) it was fun for you too.

As for the story itself, I felt like all the plot threads advanced more
than usual. Whether it’s true or not, it certainly seemed like there was
more dialogue and story in SD 205. Maybe I'm just imagining that.
Nevertheless, I felt like I got more than my money’s worth.

I thought Tierra’s pregnancy was reall What a surprise that it
wasn’t! The con she played on Willy and the Gossip Rag was great,
although I didn’t know where things were heading when Willy found
out there was no sex tape. And then her confession to Willy on the last
page that even the pregnancy was a lie was priceless. Really didn’t
think she would come clean about that with anybody. What a way to
tie off a plot thread. Did you have that planned all along? Or did you
reconsider all the problems associated with Malcolm having three
kids and decided to dial the chaos back a little? Angel’s abortion (how
sad) seems to suggest there was never going to be 3 little Malcolms.

Maxine expressing her attraction to Kevin/Thunderhead was also
a highlight. Hilarious! That girl just won’t quit, will she? When the
threesome subplot first developed I was a little uncomfortable with
it. Despite all the violence in Savage Dragon, I considered it a PG-13
comic. I wasn’t sure how far into R-rated territory you were going
to take it. I wondered if my comic store was going to have to sell SD
from the top shelf, or put it in a brown paper bag if the covers got a
little too risqué. With Malcolm back peddling on the ménage a trois,
Maxine’s comments to Kevin now seem really funny. But, you know,
in character for her.

Thanks again for another great issue. (The only thing I didn’t like
were the odd colors on the cover. Yeeeck!)

See you next month,

Daniel McMasters

P.S. Do we have to put “okay to print” in these letters? Or is it
understood...???

You don’t have to say “okay to print” as far as I’m concerned.
I presume people writing into the letters page want to see their
letters printed. If that’s not the case--please say “NOT for print.”
That’s actually happened a few times and I’ve honored it.

I haven’t really taken note of every experimental issue.
Sometimes it can be pretty subtle and often people don’t even
notice when I’m trying out something I haven’t done before. Often
it’s not even unexplored territory or even unfamiliar territory-
-I’m just experimenting a bit or trying something out. There
have been a few times I’ve repeated myself. Frequently it’s a way
of limiting my options. When you can literally do anything the
options can be daunting. Setting parameters can take a lot of
things off the table and make it easier to focus on the task at hand.

In all honesty--I felt I needed to wrap up a lot of things in #205
in order to have a clean slate for #206 since it was going to be made
available at Oscar’s, a family-friendly hamburger establishment.
Ididn’t want there to be a lot of talk in that issue about threesomes
and abortion and whatnot. There was some hints there for those
readers in the know but largely I was able to sidestep some sticky
subjects for the sake of family friendliness. And, naturally, I was
right back at it in regard to touchy subjects in the following issue.
I think of the book as being pretty much one aimed at older
readers or kids willing to hide things from their parents. I’m not
going to start throwing naughty bits around but I’m not working
on Spider-Man at this point.

As far as the cover goes--I’m the guilty party. Nikos and Mike
are innocent of any wrongdoing.

Erik,

Another satisfying issue of your funny book! I am pleased with the
continuous character development in this phase of Savage Dragon. I
love that you are showing various sides of Malcolm and the gang, it
makes them much more likable and believable. You show the readers
that Malcolm is more than a superpowered hero that throws fists
around. He has a big heart and is forming more and more into an adult
with each issue. Issue 205 may keep the fighting to a minimum, but the
dramatic arch really shines through. I even find myself caring about
Tierra. I honestly couldn’t stand her before this issue. It was great to

see Dart, although she was a bit on the sidelines this time. I want to
add that the Mighty Man back up story is great! It is extremely fun
and the art work is stellar. Keep it up! That’s all for now! Thanks again
Erik for another great issue!
Sincerely,
Rick Snyder

Greenwood, IN
Thank you!

Erik,

Regarding Maxine’s “I'D RATHER BE FISTING!” T-shirt... Wow!
That kinda shocked even me... and I'm a total perv.

Regarding the sex tape, it’s good to see Tierra might still have some
scruples when screwing people over.

As far as I'm concerned, Maxine and Evil Dart are the best two
things that could ever have happened to SD.

Sincerely,

Sotiris Gravas

P.S.: It’s good to see you’re finally including more recognizable
Chicago landmarks in your book, thanks to all those photos you took
in Chi-Town alongside the ever-talented Frank Fosco.

P.P.S.: Speaking of evil twins in comic books... that Mighty Man
back-up (a la Adam Warlock/Magus), using that patented flat-color
(“70s/°80’s) approach, looked great.

As mention in the letters page of #205, Maxine’s T-shirts came
courtesy of the now defunct knoddingskull.com, whose T-shirts
were a constant source of hilarity.

Yo,

Awesome cover. I like how you did the panel layouts on this issue.
Kinda reminded me of your old Spider-Man days with the more
vertical panels. I like how pulled the ole switcheroo on us. After
reading FCBD 211, I assume the babies in that issue were Lorella and
Dragon’s, then after reading 203 and 204, I started thinking they were
all Malcolm’s (because I seem to recall you saying you were going to
change some of the dialogue to avoid spoilers when the real 211 came
out), now I don’t know what to think.

So, is Angel’s abortion doctor the same guy as Mighty Man’s
husband?

I like that panel on page 6 where Malcolm’s head is a square.
What’s the name of the yellow guy with the ears?

It was cool to see Thunder-Head again. He’s got an awesome look.
I’d like to see the brothers team up on an adventure or two...or three.

So, when is the Savage Dragon Companion 2 coming out? I promise
I will buy that sh*t.

I know Savage Dragon isn’t the most popular book these days
(because whenever I go out looking for it there is only one copy on the
shelves, if at all), and I just want to say that it’s a shame, and people
really don’t know what they’re missing. I wish I could put it in front of
people’s faces and make them read it. You/It really deserves a lot more
attention than you’re/it’s getting.

Ok, here’s my suggestion: Do, like a 6 issue story arc. Whatever
it may be, just do it quickly and have it come out in rapid succession,
like one every 3 weeks (and seriously stick to it). I know you do most
of it on your own, and like to spend more time on it to get it right, but I
think it would be a worthy experiment, and if it kept popping up on the
shelves every few weeks, you might get a few new readers interested.
I know you could do it. You did that one in 24 hours. Like, a more in

depth underground adventure, or prison escape would be pretty cool.
Randle Ruether

Ps. Is the rest of Image United at least written? Could someone just
volunteer to pick up the slack on whoever’s dropped the ball? Just to
get the thing over with.

The rest of Image United is NOT written and both issue #4 and
#5 were never fully scripted. And, yes, before you say it--it does
suck.

Angel’s doctor is the very same guy who’s married to Ann
Stevens but he was not the doctor who performed the abortion.
She was referred to another doctor. Dr. Bradford doesn’t do that.

The yellow guy with the ears is only referred to as “Grunt” in
the issue by himself.

The Savage Dragon Wiki (http://savagedragonwiki.wikispaces.
com/) has made any successive Savage Dragon Companions
obsolete. There’s really no need for those. The Wiki is far
more immediate and comprehensive and I highly recommend
bookmarking it.
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‘lo Erik.

It’s amazing how you have managed to re-energize this book
without a crazy DC/Marvel new-crisis-convergence-on-infinite-52-
zombie gimmick -- executed logically through moving in real time
no less. I love this book now more than ever, while feeling a twinge of
guilt that I don’t miss Malcolm’s Dad at all.

Malcolm seems more gregarious than his Dad, better surrounded
with a supporting cast of interesting people -- even non-powered
people. I dig how you have powers and non powers hang with each
other to go see a movie -- Avengers: Age of Ultron no less (and I agree
with the analysis of Stark as prime bonehead).

Perhaps it’s the fact that you choose to depict your characters
as NOT weirded out or overawed by people with powers: logically
they do run rampant in Chicago -- no different than running into an
approachable celebrity or professional athlete. Is this by design? I
wonder.

Also, having Terra use her pregnancy to control Malcolm -- leading
up to selling her story to a rag and possibly the sex-tape -- brilliantly
places her into the position of super-villain of the month. Again, I
don’t know if this is intended but it’s refreshing to read a comic book
that shows that serious threats in a superhero’s life don’t necessarily
have to come from their arch nemesis. Right now I'd bet Malcolm is
more worried about Angel’s reaction to the tape hitting the ‘net than
an alien invasion.

Curious about the multi-pregnancy angle. I figure Maxine is
next on the knock-up list, yet Malcolm was prudent enough to wear
protection. Did he goof three times or does he have extra-powerful
baby gravy? The other thing is that he quickly offers up abortion or
day-after pill as a solution: understandable in Terra’s case as the baby
is likely to rip her apart but less so in Angel’s case as she’s actually
tougher than Malcolm. Is this a hint that he has a dickey side, a bit
like the old man? The other thing is that at least one baby shower is
looming in less than (say) 9 issues. Don’t have a clue how you’re going
to handle that but Cuban Cigars will soon be legal in the US and I'd
stick to disposable diapers if I were Malcolm.

I'm also enjoying the detail afforded by the larger boards you’re
using. It’s sort of the reverse of looking at Kirby’s FF before and after
the switch in board size. I think some of Kirby’s energy was lost when
that happened. Perhaps “detail” is the wrong word, maybe the larger
board enables you to provide more “focused energy” here and there ...
don’t know exactly, but I hope you keep it.

While I'm sorry to read that you’re less than optimistic about the
book getting past issue 250, I think it’s truly a gem that needs to be
rediscovered by the comic book community -- an actual fun comic
book about super heroes.

Anyway, cheers, and thanks for another great issue.

Jesus Garcia

By this point Malcolm’s friends are pretty much used to him.
They’ve either spent a lot of time with him or grown up with him
so the novelty has worn off to some extent. It’s like hanging out
with any famous person--they may start off as a movie star but
after a while they stop being that to you and they become “my
friend Tom.”

As far as Malcolm’s potency goes, as Tierra aptly put it, “those
aren’t 100%. Obviously.” If Malcolm seemed especially rude to
Tierra, remember--she all but ruined Frank and Angel’s lives
when she got pregnant before and, real or not, Malcolm didn’t
want to suffer their fate. Plus, in this case, he’s very much right. A

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

child might indeed tear the poor girl in half and even if she’s not
on the top of Malcolm’s list of favorite people, he doesn’t want that
to happen.

Dear Erik:

Thanks so much for welcoming my remarks about Savage Dragon.
I’ve had a chance to catch up on issues 193-204, and thought I would
let you know my thoughts regarding such.

First of all, while I can respect the feelings of the fellow who said he
can’t stick around because you’ve changed the focus of the book from
uh, the “Savage” Dragon (isn’t there a better way of differentiating
him from his son?) to Malcolm Dragon, I would have to say he has
a totally different set of priorities than I do as a comic book reader.
For me, I like to follow artists and writers much more than I follow
the characters. So, while I very much liked the uh, “original” Dragon
character, what makes me continue to want to get the book is your
writing and art.

That being said, I always thought the personality of the original
Dragon was more interesting than Malcolm’s, but I can see how
you’re improving that as you go along. I certainly have no problems
with reading teen dramas, and Teen Wolf on MTV is one of my very
favorite shows. Indeed, I very much enjoy watching or reading teen
dramas most of the time as I feel I sort of skipped those years socially,
even though I was, strangely enough, starting to become popular in
high school. One’s identity is usually formed earlier, and I spent those
earlier years as a very unpopular kid who hid from the world (which
wasn’t really hiding) in his books, fanzines and an occasional comic
book. No wonder I didn’t even hesitate to skip my senior prom to go
to a weekend convention in D.C. (DisClave, by name). So, I suppose
my enjoyment of teenage dramas is considerably vicarious, but also
appreciated is some element of the fantastic in such dramas.

On that theme, I see I responded a little too seriously to someone
in the letter column asking if Savage Dragon had become a teen
soap opera comic for Malcolm, and I attempted to define exactly
what I thought the comic was. What I should have said is that I
appreciate your frequently uncensored and almost unrestrained take
on superheroes — it comes across to this reader as “above-ground”
superheroes written with an “underground” sensibility — and I like
it! And, in my opinion, you never get too explicit or tasteless, but you
have no fear of spending time on issues such as teen group sex and
penis size.

Speaking of which, how on earth, with his super-strength, can
Malcolm have sex with Maxine? This reminds me of an old essay/
story Larry Niven wrote claiming that Superman could only mate with
Supergirl, otherwise his unrestrained passion at moment of climax
would, well, you get the picture — at the very least, internal rupturing,
at the worst, it would be like a bullet wound that goes through her
body. Therefore, by my way of thinking, Malcolm has no recourse but
to make Angel his girlfriend only, or perhaps another super-powered
woman. But of course, I don’t take the story that seriously, enough to
deny Malcolm a good time...

However, one thing that is considerably jarring to me is these great
leaps that Malcolm keeps taking in urban areas; presumably this is
his new way of transporting himself. If he used this method before to
travel in the city, I certainly didn’t notice it. Quite frankly, it reminds
me too much of The Hulk, and I would think that you might be a
bit sensitive to that considering that, when you first started Savage
Dragon, Marvel editors and marketers were eagerly (and falsely, I felt)
claiming that Dragon was nothing more than The Hulk with a fin on
his head. I had never even considered that comparison until I saw that
accusation, and then immediately discounted it.

Moreover, The Hulk would usually, it seems, land in rural or
deserted areas after he had jumped. Carrying this to any sort of
reasonable conclusion (which may be too big a stretch for the comic
book milieu), considering his body weight, he couldn’t have helped
but have caused craters, possibly even earthquakes, when he landed.
If Malcolm Dragon jumped like that in the city, even if he’s only, say
300 pounds (“only”?!), how can he be certain he won’t land on one
more people when he comes down? He may pick an empty spot when
he’s in the air, but someone could always walk underneath by the time
he gets back near the earth. What’s he supposed to do, be like the mad
bicyclist who runs the red light with an entire crew of pedestrians
crossing, and scream, “Hey fool! Look out below! Get out of the way!”
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