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effect is all over the place in the issues from the late *90s. Maybe it’s dated,
but I"d get a kick out of seeing it again.

4. If you ever do a time travel story with Malcolm, it would be amusing
to see him go back to the ‘90s, where all the coloring is gradients, all of the
dialogue is hand lettered, and his father sometimes breaks into a cranky old
man face (like on the cover of #41).

5.1 enjoyed the fact that you gave Hellboy Mignola-style chest hair, while
Dragon kept his Larsen-style chest hair. Great, consistent attention to detail
in that crossover.

6. 1’d read the arc previously in trade form, but being able to see the “get
beat up by Savage Dragon™ ads just a few issues before the James Quentin
Manning appearance made it way more effective and funny. If you ever get
around to collecting these issues in hardcover form, and you need some filler
pages, consider keeping that ad in some form before the JQM appearance.

7. Congratulations on making a comic book where I can read an issue
from last week and an issue from two decades ago, and they’re both great and
still seem like the same book.

If I go any longer, I'm going to start going off on some really picky
tangents, so I'll just end it here.

Thanks!

Nick Burgess
Boston, MA

1: Malcolm’s more likely to ride it than his dad. I can see having
Malcolm and Maxine riding the L at some point. It doesn’t come up a lot.
It seems there’s always space limitations. I should do a few issues where
they’re just screwing off--then I could squeeze in some train riding.

2:1don’t know why but superheroes in California never quite worked
for me.

3: That’s a coloring thing--not a lettering thing (and I’m not actually
sure what you’re talking about). The truth is--the book hasn’t been
lettered on computer long. That just started with #186, which was not
that long ago.

4: I’ll be sure to consult you when the time comes.

5: I wanted Hellboy to look as close to on-model as I could. I didn’t
want to impose my style on him--I attempted to simply say, this is what
he looks like.

6: I will consider that.

7: Thanks you.

Dear Erik

The Savage Dragon 199 was the best issue 199 of any comic to come out
all year--that much I'll say right up front! The spread of Malcolm Dragon
punching out the reader was pretty much a summary of the whole book. I
just kept getting punched in the face with amazing drawings! I heard that
you showed the original version of 199 to some fans at a con, and their faces
melted off like in Raiders of the Lost Ark, so you had to remove a couple
double page spreads for the safety of America!

1 Does the devil guy with chin horns have a name? The one on the cover
getting punched out by Malcolm. He’s the big new star of the issue, for
getting his face smashed in.

2 Does SuperPatriot get his robot parts serviced? Where does his ammo
g0? He’s gotta be just a bag full of ammo from the neck down, right? I bet
being a cyborg sucks sometimes if your body is 90% technology from 1990.

3 If 199 had a soundtrack: Explosions. Someone shooting water
at a firing range. Some guy hitting a side of beef with a mallet. The ri
“Frankenstein” over and over.

As far as I'm concerned, SD 200-300 could be your napkin doodles--your
actual napkin doodles with spaghetti sauce on them, not even comics--and
they would probably be better than whatever Marvel and DC are publishing...
and they’d taste better too! Okay then, I'll write again in another 199 issues.
Until one of the devil guys opens a hot dog stand called Devil Dogs--and then
even more!!--make mine The Savage Dragon!

B-Max

1: Smashmouth will do until something better comes along.
2: SuperPatriot is fixed and upgraded constantly.
3: So...not “Hooked on a Feeling”?

Dear Erik,

Somebody once told me that size doesn’t matter. Obviously that person
didn’t have the slightest clue what she was talking about. I'll take a big
chicken sandwich over a small one any time of the day and looking at those
pages of yours, knowing that you started drawing “twice up” just recently, I
have to wonder why you even bothered drawing on those itsy bitsy pieces
of paper all those years. Your artwork, especially your splash pages, have
always been a sight for sore eyes, but what you’ve been churning out since
you decided to “go big” leaves me drooling on my issues of Savage Dragon.
If you keep this up I'll have to consider buying two copies a month to assure
my collection remains in pristine condition. I've been reading this funnybook
ever since it first came out and I remember my jaw dropping when I read
your famous all-splash-pages issue #7. The idea of an all-double-splash-
page-issue has been kicked around ever since, but even you seemed to have
your doubts if it was possible to pull off.

Fast forward 20 years and you have proven that it is possible indeed. What
you did here is one of the most amazing comics I have ever laid eyes on and
I expect, no demand, that this issue sells out multiple times and wins every
notable award the industry has to offer. A man can dream ...

If there’s anything I have to criticize it’s the cover. I'm not really a fan of
the colors, especially as you seem to have used them a couple of times in the
last month - those bright yellow, red, blue, green, and orange contrasts just
don’t float my boat and (I know this will hurt) it seems there are a couple of
nasty tangents in the drawing.

Still, this is one of the best books on the market, an amazing issue and
issue #200 is just around the corner. Pretty much unfathomable.

Keep it up, I can’t wait to see where you’re taking us.

Your fan from Germany,

Stefan Kalscheid

Yeah--we did a few too many yellow covers in a row but honestly--
given all of the colors in use it’s no easy task finding a color that works.
It seems that yellow was the best available choice a few times in a row.

Hey, Erik!

Just got finished reading #199 and it was awesome! I have was excited
to see that you have immersed Malcolm seamlessly into the role of Savage
Dragon with the new direction the title is taking. It will be interesting to
watch Malcolm with his new responsibilities and how he handles the struggle
of balancing high school while trying to find his footing in a world full of bad
guys and people that need his help.

I was wondering if there are any future plans of an origin, of sorts, around
Dragon, how he came to take on the role of Emperor Kerr and how that may
eventually effect Malcolm in the present? Specifically, how Dragon became
crowned as Emperor and how any enemies that he made would come to call
now that Malcolm is essentially running the show?

Also, could there be any possible appearances coming up that include
crossover characters like Invincible, ShadowHawk or others to show that
they support Malcolm in his endeavors like they did for his father.

Thanks for continuing to keep me always looking forward to the next
issue!

Andy Gibson
Ankeny, lowa

Honestly, there’s not much of a story there. Emperors are all the
descendants of previous emperors. At some point the old steps aside or is
challenged to a death match by the would be successor.

There will be guest stars in upcoming issues, don’t you worry.

Hi Erik,

Great job on the all double-page spread issue, that was fun. I also wanted
to really compliment you on your art for this issue specifically, as well as
#198 and the Giant Sized Kung Fu Bible Stories -- they might be a new high
for you! Are you doing anything differently? I don’t know a lot about inking
and coloring but all together things are looking amazing as we head into the
big issue 200 with much excitement.

Related, I would probably be first in line to buy your Artist Edition

oversized hardcover you mentioned (I love those things and have a number
of them). In addition to the complete Dragon color hardcover collection of
course!
Out of curiosity what goes into making a book with no ads, not even on the
back cover? Do you take a personal hit to achieve that desired read for the
audience? Does it have to do with how many splash pages you create and
where you place them, or the length of the letters column? Appreciate the
insight.

As always keep up the good work!

Thanks,

Dan Gibson

I started working larger recently and that has helped make the art
look that much more tight and detailed. #194 was the first issue drawn
“twice up” and issues 196 and 198 soon followed. Beginning with #198
that’s the new normal.

Making an issue with no ads requires filling pages with other stuff.
Yes, there’s no ad revenue but at Image it’s all ad swaps anyway. I prefer
cramming the book full of content instead of ads, if possible.

Hi Erik,

This is my first letter to Fin Addicts since Malcolm took over the book,
sorry for not checking in earlier but I've just been too busy enjoying the ride.
I had no doubt that Malcolm would do well in the spotlight (I've said so
very often) but it did exceed my expectations. You're having so much fun
with this new direction -- it shows and it’s really contagious (reviewers and
new readers seem to think so as well). Personally I just can’t get enough of
Malcolm’s “battle dialogue™. I know we're in the start of a new direction and
that things are slowly being setup but I'm anxious to see how Malcolm’ll deal
with your usual unexpected twists. Dragon used to take things in stride, you
made the readers react to his predicaments much more than he ever did but I
think it’ll be very different with his son, especially now that he can’t rely on
his last resort lightning powers (good job on that front, by the way). Art wise,
this new “twice up” format works ridiculously well, it’s been a while since
I’ve seen you add in so many details and thinner ink lines (or perhaps that’s
the format’s illusion). Issue #199 was just perfect, it’s obviously a shorter
read but there’s so much to see (took a few re-reads before I spotted Waldo),
it’s a great compromise.

I"d like to thank you for sticking to your guns for 20+ years, with issue
#200 just around the corner, such a milestone and yet it all feels fresh and
brand new. Hopefully you’ll find a way to fill the gap in the missing trades
/ collections so that potential readers can get caught up, not as an incentive
to jump on the book, we have that at that moment, but to see the work in its
entirety as I have since day one. A big thanks also to you and Adam Pruett for
publishing our Funnies — and sorry for getting the fin wrong, it ain’t easy!
Looking forward to #200 and everything else that follows.

Simon Mallette St-Pierre
Montreal

Thanks. The new art size takes a while longer to draw (in terms of
square footage it’s literally twice the size of the old original art) but I
think the end result is well worth the extra time and effort.

-Erik Larsen
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Often I’m finding myself coming up with oddball challenges to keep
things interesting. month it was to do an entire issue with nothing
but nine-panel pages with no two having the same configuration. And,
yes, it a total pain in the a

You may wonder why I do stuff like this. Well, as it turns out, doing
whatever I want can sometimes be a bit too broad. With every option
available it can be hard to make decisions. Much like it’s harder to decide
on a candy bar when there are f choices than when there are two
choices. So coming up with a personal challenge limits my optio

makes my job more difficult.
se--here’s another issue and here are your letters in regard

Hi Mr. Larsen,

Just finished Savage Dragon 199. Sir, simply put-it was a masterpiece! 20
year wait was well worth it in my eyes for what it’s worth! From the first page
to the last as always well worth the price of admission! I am going to have to
reread this a few more times to fully appreciate it. I zipped through it initially.
Then I reread it. This time more slowly and finding Waldo the second read
through. I cannot express enough my love for this book. I have gotten one
friend to commit to at least checking it out. Savage Dragon is so underrated
as a title it isn’t funny. I hope to bring more to your book sir. Here’s to hoping,
fingers crossed.

Your fan

Randy Hogan

P.S. Wishes he was Josh Eichhorn. Or at least as cool as him. Wait...he *is*
cool right?

PS.S. I recently gave a friend my copy of my “Don’t +%_€ With God”
Poster. While I don’t regret it because he’s a good friend...I miss having it on
my wall. Do you know of any place I could find another one? So far Internet
searching has yielded me ZERO results.

I wish I could help on that front. I don’t even have one of those
posters!

Glad to hear you enjoyed issue 199.

As for Josh--“cool” doesn’t even begin to describe him.

Greetings Erik,

Savage Dragon 199! 199! I can’t believe we’re on the verge of issue 200!
Sorry for being such a fanboy, I'm just really excited. I've never owned
an entire run of a comic that went to issue 200! Great place to start with
the greatest comic around! Really looking forward to whatever action and
excitement you’ve got cooking!

But enough about that because (begrudgingly) I must move on to issue
199. Lets start with the good: Loved the art. I swear you get better with every
year, if not every issue I loved all the small details and just...mass of humanity
and...creature-anity! It was almost like a Where’s Waldo, trying to pick out all
the characters. And trying to remember the ones I had forgotten. There had to
be at least a few new creations in there, right? My Dragon memory usually
isn’t that bad. I think the spread on pages 9-10 was my favorite. It was almost
like we were seeing everything things from Maxine’s point of view. Talk
about being low on the list of sights you ever expect to see in your life. Such
is the life of the girlfriend of the Savage Dragon. Malcolm punching his way
out of...Big Red was pretty awesome. Will you ever be satisfied in your quest
to draw bigger fists?

But...overall, this issue didn’t do it for me. As a one off experiment it was
cool, but it just didn’t click, in my opinion. The story felt very rushed, its not
often I can get through a comic in five minutes the first time. First off, two
hours for Malcolm to fall down that hole to 8.0.S showing up? Seems like its
a bit fast, even with the alien technology. And how many times is Malcolm
going to get seriously hurt or indirectly hurt others before he realizes he’s
not invincible? Or at least to think more! I mean, the first two spreads he’s
just yapping away and even says “Wahoo!” when it appears he’s about to be
caten.

But his casual “So that just happened” is what bothered me the most. We
can clearly see people running for their lives from Big Red’s body. Maybe
I'm being overly harsh and I know the boy has a lot of growing to do, but it
just kinda stuck in my craw. So overall, loved the art, but it definitely came at
the cost of the story. But I'm still super pumped for issue 200 and all that lays
beyond. You’ve not let me down yet, which is why I stay faithful. Well, that
and waiting for more Deadly Duo!! Who will save the day and kick countless
asses in issue 200!! You can’t fool me Erik, I know its coming! Some (such
as my best friend Jeremy) may laugh, but I shall have the last laugh!!

Until then,

Don “Deadly Duo 4 Life” Smith
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Malcolm says “Wa-hoo!” when his friends come crashing in to save
him--not when he’s about to be eaten!

It was a fast read and that was inevitable. It was a ten panel-long
story, after all--there really wasn’t time for lengthy dialogue or much of
anything. The nature of this particular experiment meant a lot of thing
were sacrificed for the sake of the spectacle of it all.

Erik,

Send letters to:

2001 CENTER STREET, 6TH FLOOR
BERKELEY, CA 94704

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Another fantastic issue of Savage Dragon. I love the overall feel and look
of this chapter of the ongoing saga. It was sprawling, violent, funny, and fast
paced. Malcolm is truly proving with every issue that he is the butt kicker that
his father once was. I was very pleased to see SOS show up. I always have
enjoyed them in the past and I look forward to seeing more of them in the
future. Did Malcolm punch through the head of the giant-sized Demonoid or
was I just seeing things? It was spectacular!

I absolutely love that level of brutality in this book. It’s very cathartic to

see something like that at the end of hard day’s work.
One last thing for this letter, I love the Vanguard back up story. I think he is
one of the best characters in the Savage Dragon universe and I hope to keep
reading his adventures as time and you allow in the pages of the book. Thanks
again Erik for another great read.

Sincerely,

Rick Snyder
Greenwood, IN

You’re quite welcome. And Malcolm burst out through his neck,
tearing his throat open. If you look at the spread in question you can see
the Great One’s chin horns above Malcolm’s head. Needless to say, that
seemed to do the trick.

Hi Erik-

I wanted to thank you for the last 12+ years of fine (nearly) monthly
comics. I've really appreciated your commitment to building an ongoing
body of work through this comic, and your sense of technical experimentation
(like the digest/regular #190) is amazing. Seeing the hand of a single artist
at work in such a direct manner is a blast! But, sadly, your new Malcolm-
centric focus just isn’t clicking for me. Surprisingly, it’s not because it’s TOO
different, but because it’s not different enough. The tone of the battles isn’t
really any different than those his dad fought, and when you took away his
“best powers™ in #197, it struck me as yet another way he just seems like
a watered-down version of his dad. Doesn’t look like I'll be following his
adventures any longer.

That said, #199’s double-splash issue was a hoot! It was like some kind of
deranged picture book, and I really enjoyed the extra detail you packed into
a lot of the spreads (especially the 1st & 4th), without which the story would
have sped by even quicker than it did!

Best of luck with future issues,

Dale Martin
Lawrence, KS

Sigh.

Here’s how this generally plays out:

“Bah. I’ve had enough” followed by a short gap of six months to a
year and then it’s: “I think I’ll check in on an old friend and see how his
book is going” which, invariably leads to: “I forgot how awesome this
book is! Holy crap! I’ve gotta get back issues! What’d I miss? Ghaa!
Back issues are impossible to find!” That’s usually followed by the
purchase of a couple trades and bitter complaints about missing letters
pages, funnies and backup stories then swearing to never let that happen
again.

: Your mileage may vary.
I’ll be here when you need me.

Erik,

Masterful job on #199! I didn’t know quite what to expect, and I was
hoping you’d draw a bunch of big, Where’s Waldo-esque scenes crammed
with different characters and moments. That’s pretty much what we got,
including Waldo himself! The pacing and perspectives reminded me, in a
good way, of a children’s book. Lingering over detailed illustrations and
discovering things at my own pace are activities I don’t enjoy often enough
in comics, as an adult.

As I write this, it’s election week, so I've been reading Savage Dragon
back issues every night to try and keep myself from despairing too much
over the state of the country. I skipped the first couple of arcs and jumped
straight to the issue with Rapture’s marriage proposal. From there, I've made
it to the marriage of Ricochet and Barbaric. Good stuff, and reading it all in
fairly rapid succession—Iletter columns, pinups, and backups included—is
interesting. Some thoughts, ideas, and questions:

1. I don’t know that I've ever seen Dragon riding the train. Makes
sense, I guess, since Frank (seemingly living in a single family house with
a driveway) was Dragon’s initial Earthling role model, and his job on the
police force provided him with a car. I'd love to see Malcolm riding public
transportation, though, as he’s a modern teenager living in the city. Sure, it
would be time consuming to draw a hundred subway riders when you could
just draw one guy in a car, or walking, but it would be funny to see a bunch
of freaks sitting on the train, wearing headphones and reading comics, at least
once.

2. Speaking of living in the city, I"d like to see Malcolm visit the Bay
Area for a while, so you could use your knowledge of the region to make the
setting feel like a real place. I've been thinking about this since you used the
Chicago bean a couple issues ago, and it reminded me of Kolchak the Night
Stalker cutting away to Chicago landmarks in between shots of the Universal
back lot. There would also some fun to be had in seeing what other cities in
Savage Dragon’s world are like.

3. Reading the older issues made me miss the hand lettering. I understand
why it’s not feasible for you these days, but man the lettering was good back
then. Could we at least see a return of the red and purple gradient on some of
the bold words? I don’t have an issue in front of me at the moment, but this
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