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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

ry to cut things short this issue in the letters department but our special
backup by the legendary Scott Shaw! was such an epic tale that there simply

wasn’t any room for any more!
I’ll cut this intro short to fit in as many letter

sIcan!

Hi Erik,

I've been reading Savage Dragon since #205 and I’ve never missed an issue
this series without a doubt is the best series I have ever read the stories the art
the writing and the characters all awesome! I especially like how spectacular the
coloring is in your series. Please give your colorist a high five for me. The man is
an artist.

Sincerely,

Arandi Ruiz
Miami, FL

Nikos Koutsis really is an artist. He’s even drawing a book of his own from
Image comics! Look for ERRAND BOYS wherever better comics are sold!

Dear Erik,

Due to delays in my reading schedule and some quick shipping from my
comic retailer, I got issues 234, 235, and 236 at approximately the same time. It
was really interesting being able to read them one after the other. So, I suppose
you wouldn’t mind some comments?

234: The cover was awesome! It reminded me of some previous cover. Was it
ahomage to one of your own covers or perhaps another famous issue? Ah! Thank
goodness, you bought Maxine back! (From reading the letters pages in 235, it
must be nice to know that you’ve created a character that is so endearing to
your readers) Anyway, her transformation from normal to green back to normal
was amazing! It was funny how she just got right back to “getting busy” with
Malcolm. Loved seeing the kids in action against the girl-bot sex-dolls. Oh man,
sorry to lose both Michael and Jennifer. Oh, yeah: G-Man’s Webcomics were
pretty funny! The Giarusso Savage Dragon covers were cute!

235: Even just reading the title on both the cover and the first page had me
chuckling already. And that double-page splash with all those familiar characters
was awesome! Hmm, how much time has gone by since 234? Maxine has some
hair grown back already. Is time flowing like real time so it’s been a month?
Wow... Anyway, loved the street battle and how the kids were kinda arguing
about who was going to hold the baby. I was a bit disappointed in the color of
the Leafs’ jersey though. The times I’ve seen them it was a bolder, brighter
blue. However the only blue in the whole magazine I saw that comes close is
Malcolm’s blue jeans or Kevin’s face. Actually, most of the blue seems kinda
washed out. So, Angel and Alex are back! And Jennifer’s....gonna be a zombie?
Well, Ilove the back cover. It reminded me of that first batch of used comics I got
from my neighbor back in the ‘60s. Those comics had been passed through the
whole neighborhood and looked like they were in the same condition as Tales to
Confound. By the way, were those two stories (I Met Oogur From Outer Space
and Doctor Weird Master of the Macabre) drawn recently? Or perhaps they
were reprints? Or perhaps old oddities that just have never seen the light of day?
Anyway, I enjoyed reading them.

236: Wonderful cover! The title reminded me of that TV series “Pretty Little
Liars” - Well first, I have to say that I dug the Calvin and Hobbes-type interludes
for the kids. Whoa! Maxine’s hair is down to the back of her neck already? Well,
yeah I guess it has been two months...or maybe it just grows fast--and what’s up
with Maxine’s sexual appetite? It even extends to women now? Uh, or did her and
Angel get together before and I missed it? It was quite funny that when Maxine
tired to avoid thinking about sex she runs right into a couple doing it. Oh, and the
way she talked about heaven, it didn’t seem like she was in heaven. Perhaps she
went into another dimension when she died? Anyway, that was a great ending.
Poor Kevin, and the parents will never know what really happened...or maybe it
was all a dream even to us readers? Loved The Mighty Skullboy Army comic!
The dueling robots and simian not even paying any attention through the whole
story was funny! And G-Man’s comic was entertaining once again! Reminded
me of stories and comments you might read about in a comic chatroom or forum.

Thanks for all 3 issues...I really appreciate the combo of the Dragon story, the
letters pages and the extra comics in the back.

Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

The cover to #234 wasn’t supposed to be an homage to anything, though
a fellow reader did point out that it was somewhat similar to a panel from
Savage Dragon #18, published a quarter-century ago.

As a general rule, I try to cover roughly a month per issue. Sometimes
that means an entire month will pass between issues--other times it means
I’ll work in a few places during the course of an issue where some time
passes here and there but the goal is to have a year equal a year when all is
said and done.

Colors tend to be a bit less saturated than they might be in the real world
in order for the black lines to appear more visible. In reality, there are no
black holding lines or cross-hatching and line-work. In a comic book--that’s
not the case.

The backup stories in #235 were older stories, seen in color here for the
first time. They’re old but not as old as they look. They were drawn to be
period pieces for Big Bang Comics.

Maxine’s hair grows where hair grows on a woman’s head. It doesn’t

FINSRDDICTD
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start at the top and drip down--it comes in all over her scalp, top and
bottom. At that point in #236 it was roughly % of an inch long wherever it
grew on her head.

Angel and Maxine did get together earlier (along with Malcolm, and
later with Malcolm and Tierra). The “triplets” are even the product of those
earlier times. Jackson is actually Angel’s son, and Tyrone is Tierra’s. See
issues #200 and #202.

Erik,

Issue 236 of Savage Dragon was a wonderful experience. I've mentioned in
the past, how big a fan of Grant Morrison I am... Well, I'd laid your books aside
for two evenings and jumped freely into the crazy “space” of Morrison. Ireread
the “Invisibles” and “All Star Superman”, watched “Talking to Gods” and loved
it but by the end of said endeavor, I realized I missed my favorite universe. The
Highbrow Universe is home. It is a genre version of Cheers for me. “Savage
Little Dragons” was absolutely marvelous. 26 years and your universe is closing
in on established Marvel and DC universe/multi-verses.

Right off the bat, I love the REALLY quite excellent dialogue and the
questions that made the conversation so real. “called cell phone every day”,
Angel asking all the human questions; “Canada”, “Toronto”, “reality show”, etc.
questions and EMOTIONS concerning Jennifer, the family feel, all around, was
on the spot. BUT... I know everyone loves Maxine but I have gone from disliking
her, to kinda digging her, to (as of this issue) hating her and wanting to bitch-
slap her across her jagged teeth. I know and have lived with some uber-horney
people but I have never seen something like this ESPECIALLY when the person
is missing her kids. Ilove everybody else but Maxine WILL cheat on Malcolm,
mark my words, and it’ll be okay because it’s an addiction.

I loved Marsha’s reply, “I’'m only 15”.

The “Savage Little Dragons™ was great. Iloved every aspect of it.

Istill think Jackson, when he gets older, will discover his mother tried to abort
him and culminates into quite an emotional and S.D. deepness without going
political with it-- just simple human emotions that need to be talked through.

Still, love Kevin I hope Freak Force, being “anti-American terrorists”--
something the govt. would brand them as--come to hang with the Toronto gang.
but, I hope we continue seeing other parts of your Highbrow universe including
Chicago, as I miss Frank jr., Rock’s Diner gang, etc.

Still digging the Fantasti-Car-but wanting more updated tech for our heroes-
cool gadgets, boom tubes, watches that enable user to enter micro-verse, etc.
Basically, outdo the Fantastic Four because Reed isn’t the only smart dude in
comics.

I desire “WOW” introductions to universal changes both socially and tech-
wise. “grant you your heart’s desire”?

Uh, oh.

I must repeat I am loving the ensemble Canadian cast- I really felt it on the
last page. Highbrow is THE universe!!! keep rockin’ it.

Sincerely,

Matthew Brandon Blaze Cashel
Neosho, MO 64850

I expect there to be something of an ebb and flow with some characters.
A love and hate thing...back and forth. That’s how it is with real people, and
I would think it’d be the same here. Hoping you’ll come around on Maxine
at some point.

Mr. Erik,

Did I misinterpret what I saw in issue 236? Tyrone sitting and watching
what seems to be a boy whipping another boy’s ass and raping him? I have
nothing against the nudity and graphic nature of your book of late, but is
depicting something like that necessary? My local shop yanked that book
from the shelves in fear of that falling into the wrong hands and causing him
unnecessary attention. Perhaps a “mature content” box would be appropriate.

Beyond that, I thank you for having a solo story with the children. The
Calvin and Hobbes style was nice. Been looking forward to them going solo and
hope to see more stories of them cutting loose. Hopefully the book will continue
until they’re grown and maybe Amy could be the lead character? It could really
be a She-Dragon book. (just saying.....)

Take care,

Larry Tease

Guy and Duder have always been wildly inappropriate and it continues
to surprise, it seems. In my defense--it’s lines on paper. Nobody was hurt.
Youths weren’t corrupted, minds weren’t changed--it was a simple, if wildly
inappropriate, background gag and you seem to to be the only one who
spotted it. Although--thanks to you calling everybody’s attention to it--that
may no longer be the case.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The battle for Toronto!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s a heaping helping of funnybook fun from
superstar cartoonist Scott Shaw! in the pages that follow--!
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1T HAPPENED HIS BLOOD IS SOME
IN OUR PREVIOUS e 2 KIND OF MAGIC
ISSUE, KIDS! CURE-ALL.

YOU WERE
NEAR DEATH!

IT ONLY WORKED
BECAUSE IM ME/ T
HAVE MY OWN POWERS
AND ABILITIES!

MALCOLM'S DAD
D/EL AFTER
HE INJECTED
HIMSELF WITH
MALCOLM'S

BLOOD! HE

EXP‘OPED.’

THIS IS AOT
SOMETHING
YOU WANT TO
MESS WITH/

7!
)
7] A

YES, DOCTORS W/LL BE STUDYING
ITS PROPERTIES, AND WE ALL #OPE
IT CAN HELP CURE OTHERS-- A

--BUT IT'S
PLAYING
WITH FIRE! ||

(&

NOW THAT I'M
BACK TO #ORMAL

YOU FIGURE SOME KIND
OF M/RACLE WAS
PERFORMED.

*SEE SAVAGE LRAGON
#237 FOR ANGEL MURPHY

AND MALCOLM DRAGON'S
EPIC BATTLE WITH SCOURGE.
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THIS SCOURGE GUY | YOU DON'T WANT S 4 GIVE THESE FREAKS
IS A PUNK, SEE? ~ WHAT HAPPENED 4 e \ 4P| AN /NCH AND THEY B
HE'S A #OB8OLY! | IN CHICAGO TO - —iC \ TAKE OVER! ot
HAPPEN HERE, RZ LT T IN y R i
DO You?

THEY TOOK
OVER THE MOBS
IN CH/CAGO
AND GUYS
LIKE US WERE
SQUASHED/!
WELL, WE'RE
FIGHTING

BACK, SEE?

317

VERY BRAVE
OF YoU TO
TAKE SUCH
A STAND.

DA | scovece wiLL
BE CALLING THE
> SHOTS FROM
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DISPARAGE
NOT MY MAGNIFICENT
MANHOOD, GRAVY BOAT!
INSTEAD MARVEL AT
THE WONDPER THAT A
NIGHT'S REST HATH
RESTORED!

LOOK WHO'S
BACK IN
THE GAME,

| sewoLo
| NATURE'S
BOUNTY!

HATE TO BREAK IT TO YOU, -/ --AND THE ONLY

GROOL-AID BUT YOUR CONDOOMS WE
VASECTOMY WAS UNDONE | , HAVE IN THE HOUSE

WHEN SCOURGE FRIED YOUR /L N WOULD FIT YOUR
\ BOTTOM HALF-- e "MANHOOD” LIKE A
. / : C/RCUS TENT ON

THAT PEE-SHOOTER /i A TOOTHP/CK.
YOU'RE PACKING ,

IS LOADLED.

AN

LET ME SEE WHAT

I CAN DO TO HELP

AwW--DID RESTORE THAT

I HURT YOUR . SP/OER LEG TO

FEELINGS, ITS PROPER SIZE.
LOVE-BUG?
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MY 7/ME
HAS COME,
PRINCESS.

THE SEX POLLS
HAVE SERVED ME
WELL BUT YOU ARE
ALL THAT REMAINS
OF MY ONCE
MIGHTY ARMY.

IT'S TIME
I TOOK
MATTERS

IT'S ONLY
FITTING THAT
MALCOLM LRAGON
SHOULD SUPPLY THE
INSTRUMENT TO HIS
OWN DPEM/SE.

HE K/LLED
MY BABIES--

I CAN FEEL
HIS 8LooL
COURSING
THROUGH MY
VEINS!

IT'S TIME THAT
I RETURNEDL
THE FAVOR!

MY PATH HAS
NOT BEEN
EASY. TVE

HAD TO F/GAT
AND CLAW
FOR EVERY

LAST SCRAP. |

I EXPLOITED A BACKDOOR THAT
I HAD INSTALLED TO TAKE

--AND TOOK ‘ 2

REVENGE ¥
ON THOSE WHO E
HARMED ME/!
You
L2/0 WHAT T
)| COMMANDLEL
AND ONE BY
ONE YOU HAVE
FALLEN.

FROM THIS MOMENT
ON I WILL FIGHT MY
OWAN BATTLES.

YOU FOR YOUR
SERV/CE BUT
YOUR DUTY

IS OVER.

e —
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letters
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colors

MIKRE TORIC

flats

OAUIN HICCINBOTHAM

editor

JOCH EICHHORN

wants to stay out with his fancy friends
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