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G-MAN WEBCOMICS™  BY G-MAN (a MKeYG)  ChrisGiarrusso.com

YOU GOT ME, G-MAN! I HAD | | AND 7Wo ACTUALLY, | | 17'6 HAPPENING RIGHT NOW?
NO /DEA YoU WERE PUTTING | | COMIC STRIPS, || THREE HAVE ME SAY 50METHING
ME IN YOUR COMIC 5TRIP! IN FACT! &TRIPS! REALLY FUNNY/

HA HA, I TRIED TO TELL T00 LATE. I RAN
You, WALLY WACKIMAN/! ; OUT OF PANELS.

50 ANYWAY, 's NOT ' YOU SHoULD BE
DRAWING MORE

T THINK YOU THAT EASY,
SHOULD DO ? TAKING AwaY MINI MARVELS!

MORE MINV/ WALLY T0BS FROM A
MARVEL HEY! WHAT€ THAT'S WHAT
COMICS, WITH THIS 15 M CHARACTERS! I sAID!
PUPPEZ PUPPETS SHOULDN'T
il BE ALLOWED 10 .
CoMIC? BORDERS!

G-MAN, YOU MISREPRESENTED | | NO DISRESPECT INTENDED,
ME IN THE PREVIOUS COMIC WALLY WACKIMAN. T JUST
5TRIP T'VE NEVER PESTERED | | WANTED T0 DEMONSTRATE
YOI MORESINL i St S
MARVELS IN REAL LIFE. T osE NG TN | | TO M
MARVELS AT MARVEL COMICS. | | MARVELS.

WELL... WHY
DON’T YOU
RETURN?
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HA HA! YOU KEEP 5URPRISING
ME WITH THESE GUEST
APPEARANCES IN YOUR COMIC,
G-MAN! THANKS AGAIN!

THANKS FOR GUESTING,
WALLY WACKIMAN!

BY G-MAN (aka MIKEY5)

IT WAS MY BROTHER'S IDEA
T0 ANALYZE OUR AUDIENCE
DEMOGRAPHICS T0 HELP
CRAFT COMICS OUR READERS
WILL ENTOY. . -

AND YOU DI5(OVERED THEY

ChrisGiarrusso.com

THE AGE RANGE, GENDE

RATI0, AND ETHN!C
COMPOGITION OF YOUR

| AUDIENCE 15 >

100%:

IT'5 REALLY HELPED! LOVE PURPLE PUPPETS,EA2 | |\ warLY i
A\ wackiman & /

OH, CMON/ OH,CMon/
YOU CAN’T KILL
OFF THE OMLY

THE READER OF

DEATH OF
A FAVORITE
CHARACTER
15 ALWAYS
A 600D
GIMMICK.

THIS ISN'T MERELY A 5(AR ON
YOUR FACE, WALLY WACKIMAN.
IT'5 A MALIGNANT GROWTH.

You HAVE FLEECE CANCER.

04 M... 1

DON'T WANT
T0 DIE OF

CANCER, DOC!
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. TOINING US 16 CANCER
SPECIALIST DR. 41D ROGERS,WH(
SHOT AND KILLED BELOVED PUPPET

WALLY WACKIMAN. SIR, WHAT

KIND OF DOCTOR COULD EVER

DO 5SUCH A THING?

READY FOR SOME Y
FEEDBACK ON
THE COMIC?

50 YOU KILLED ME OFF IN YOUR
COMIC STRIP AS A SHOCK STUNT
T0 INCREASE READERSHIP. DID

{ NO. sueurw
opvosnre,

ACTUALLY,

Wally Wackiman is ™ and © 2018 Zach Woliner

A GREAT DOCTOR, NOT A
GINGLE ONE OF MY PATIENTS
HAS EVER DIED FROM CANCER.

OH,UH... AND HOW MANY
0fF youp PATIENTS HAVE
DIED FROM GUNGHOTS?

ALl OF
THEM, WAHY2

"TH16 15 REALLY DARK AND
IN HORRID TASTE!"

“THIS 15 NOT KEEPING 1
ME IN MY SEAT/"

"DON'T KEEP ME
WAITING TOO LONG’

50 THEN DO YOU HAVE AN EPIC
"RETURN OF WALLY WACKIMAN"
STORY PLANNED )

I FIGURED I'D JUST
HAVE YoU SHOW UP IN
THE STRIP AGAIN WITH

N0 EXPLANATION.,

RATED M/ MATURE

THIS |15 HORRIEYING ON 50
MANY LEVELS! THESE PEOPLE
TRUSTED YOU! YOU CAN'T
PoSS/BLY THINK THIS
WAS ACcEPTABLE!

Y'KNOW, YOU'RE STARTING

T0 S0UND LIKE YOU'RE

COMING DOWN WITH S50ME
CANCER YOURSELF,

WELL THAT 5EEMS LIKE A
PRETTY EVEN SPLIT BETWEEN
FANS AND HATERS,

THAT WA ALL
FROM ONE PERSON,

15 THAT HAPPENING
RIGHT NO
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DID S0MEBODY REALLY COMPLAIN | | WHAT ABOUT THE QUESTION I
LIKE IN YOUR LAST COMIC TRIP? | | Jw/sT ASKED YoU LAST PANEL?
DID S0MEBODY REALLY ASK IF
NOT SPECIFICALLY. T WAS | | SoMEBODY REALLY MADE THE
ADDRESSING NEGATIVE SPECIFIC COMPLAINT FROM THE

|5 THE MEXT STRIP | IF I'M
GOING TD BEABOUT | STILL
COMMENTS ON ouT OF
THIS STRIP? IDEAS,

THEN YES.
FEEDBACK IN GENERAL. | LAST COMIC STRIP?

GUEST STARRING ZACH WOLINER'S

WALLY WACKIMAN /

G-MAN! Z'M THE ONE YOU YOu SHOULD HAVE ME /N THE OH, Z GET IT-- YOU DON'T
MENTIONED IN YOUR LAST COMIC | | NEXT STRIP AS A GUEST STAR! | | wanT ME? NEVER MIND,
STRIP WH) ASKED IF SOMEBODY WOULDN'T THAT BE FUN? THEN! LEAVE ME OUT I
REALLY MADE THE SPECIFIC WOULD MEVER APPELR IN
COMPLAINT FROM TWO 5TRIPS AGD! IN THE MEXT STRIP? | | YouR LouSy COMIC STRIP
WELL ... UH... SEE, THE ANYWAY!
THAT'S RIGHT! ALREADY--

HEY, WALLY WACKIMAN, CHECK
IT OUT! YOU WERE IN G-MAN'S
LAST COMIC 6TRIP/

LOOK’ HE PUT YOU IN THE
NEW COMIC T00! WiTH ME!

IF G-MAN KNEW My CATCH
PHRASE, I WOULD BE
SAYING IT RIGHT NOW.

INA COMIC! I DIDN'T
WHoa! T AM BEYOND REALIZE T WAS
Howonglz/ z%mz fLOORED . | ALREADY /M ONE!

e o
g e
oy’ ST
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As for Savage Dragon and Maxine--it seems she’ll be around for a bit
longer. A lot of readers expressed concern about the girl after #233 and I
was happy to hear that--it’s always nice to find that characters resonate with
readers. She’s a lot of fun to write.

Dear Erik,

The splash page of issue 234 featured Malcolm’s reaction to news of Maxine’s
death, and he echoed what I’ve been saying for a month: Fuck that! I'm glad he
did something about it so quickly. Dragon blood plus the Freak Out serum is a
pretty clever solution for bringing a character back to life. I thought it might be
opening a Pandora’s box, but I suppose it’s a pretty narrow situation. The person
would have to have access to Malcolm’s blood and use a vial of the serum within
a few minutes, so I don’t suppose this will come up too often, if ever.

The important part is that Maxine will continue to be in this book. I know
she may not be around forever, but I'm not ready to say goodbye yet. And with
Maxine’s new look, I guess the cover of 233 was bigger foreshadowing that I
would have thought.

And now there’s another baby! Malcolm had better figure out how to get
his vasectomy to stick or there’ll be dozens of kids by the time Maxine hits
menopause. The new daughter doesn’t have a name yet, but there’s no rush. It
almost feels like we’ve barely met the “triplets” yet, although they got to kick a
little bit of ass in this issue. I suppose we’ll get to know all the kids betters as they
grow up and develop their own personalities.

As for the death of Jennifer Murphy, I suppose it’s a shame, but I can’t say that
I’ll miss her too much. I had years to get used to the idea of her not being around.
It seems weird to kill her so soon after bringing her back, but maybe you’ve got
something up your sleeve. The same goes for Michael Dragon, although cutting
up a guy and eating his body seems pretty final. And Rapture’s gone, too, but I
feel like I’ve seen her die like 5 times already.

I'll end this by saying how a nice BA-THROOM! sound effect never gets old.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

It may indeed be opening a Pandora’s box, Taylor, but that’s part of the
fun--painting myself into a corner and then trying to get out of it.

Hi Erik,
Another surprising issue, I thought we had lost Maxine for good! That’s what
I love about this book, you just never know what’s going to happen. I have to
say that I also really like that you’re going for broke post issue #225 in regards
to language, politics and mature content - it’s just another example of a creator
doing whatever the fuck he wants with his creator-owned book. Keep doing what
you’re doing, man.
Kind Regards,
Darren Close
Publisher & Artist
OZONE STUDIOS

Don’t mind if I do.

Dear Erik,

Well, you got me there. I fell for it like a newcomer. You pulled a “look!” trick
on me, pointing at Maxine’s apparent death, while two other characters kicked
the bucket in the other direction. Alas, poor Michael Dragon, we hardly knew ye
(unless your regenerative powers go further than expected, but that would be a
bit of a stretch). As for Jennifer, I have mixed feelings. Seems like she’s back to
square one, or at least what used to be her condition for years, no matter which of
her avatars is concerned : the distant memory of Angel’s dead mom. I guess she
was too much part of the old Dragon mythos to live. Wonder if Alex is going to
make it...

About Maxine’s brief “dragonization”, I feel a few things have to be
addressed. First, Biology 101: a female chosen one has enlarged breasts. Write
it down, kids. I now wonder whether chosen one milk has the same properties
as chosen one blood. Second, it’s a pretty cool visual. I guess Amy Dragon will
grow up to look just like that: on pages 11 and 12, the resemblance between
mom and daughter is striking, especially the little fangs. I also like the idea that
this is a one-time deal, something too dangerous and exceptional for Maxine to
do all the time, because it makes the issue all the more memorable and special.
Here I entertained the idea of digressing a bit on former helpless girlfriends
transformed into female versions of their super-powered paramours, which
seems to be a very popular trope of late. But opening this can of worms might be
a bit of a waste of time, since I just don’t read any current Marvel titles, so I can’t
comment in any constructive way on Gwen Stacy and Jane Foster cosplaying as
Spider-Man and Thor. I’ll just say that from afar, since the idea is as old as Lois
Lane becoming Superwoman in a dream dating back to 1943, those writers look
a bit like the guy who arrives late to the Vegetable Comics party in this month’s
G-Man comics by Chris Giarusso, and comes up with the Vegetable Monster
idea three pages after everyone. But that’s just one fan’s perception, not a viable
basis for a manifesto, as some gentlemen on the Internet with too much time on
their hands seem to believe.

On the other hand, getting different powers (ones that don’t make her
explode) seems like a reasonable goal for Maxine to have, for her own protection
and for the obvious glee her brief stint as a Dragon Lady gave her. As always, the
question is whether or not she’ll achieve it, and which path is the most interesting
for us readers. Your answer to Ethan Mongin about “long term character goals”
as opposed to “long term plans for the book™ is very informative in that regard.
Storytelling should not always be about wish fulfillment, some degree of
frustration also has to be part of the recipe.

The new Rapture’s facial features now show her age more than in previous
issues, where she seemed to jump decades whether she was smiling or having
a mad rant. Now she’s at a nice middle ground between the Freak Force version
and the overweight, crazy homeless version from the Savage World. It’s nice to
see an attractive “mature” lady (to use the porn vernacular) in perfect shape in
a super-hero comic. Her calmer demeanor on page 5 makes me think I would
have liked to see a benevolent version of that character, kind of a telluric mother-
goddess walking around naked like an embarrassing hippie aunt. Too bad the

alternate universes are gone. But then, can they really be gone for good ? People
still make choices, events still occur that makes life go in one direction, but
did Glum’s experiment made all future possible paths disappear ? Michael and
Alex’s adventure in Bridgeworld seems to indicate the opposite.

The Glum Glove is a frightening weapon. Too bad it’s a right hand glove just
like Alex’s power glove, for she could have had a nice set after taking it from
Rapture’s dead body.

Well, that’s it for this issue. Now more than ever, I can’t wait to see what comes
next, what will happen to Alex and Angel, and how the world will react to the news
that Malcolm’s blood can bring back the dead. Thanks again for all the surprises.

Jérome Wicky

In regard to your Biology 101 theory--I offer this: we have not seen any
evidence to support your conclusion. We haven’t seen a single natural adult
female Chosen One to date. Whatever adult Dragon females we have met,
they are normal human-level Krylans. Yes, there are two female Chosen
Ones now (Malcolm and Maxine’s daughters) but prior to their birth--nada.
Chosen Ones have all been male.

As far as females injected with Dragon blood go--well, we’ve only
encountered one--and that was Glowbug back in Savage Dragon #155 and she
did not appear to be any more endowed than she was prior to the injection.

As for Maxine getting powers--it makes some sense but I’d sure hate to
lose her as a normal human being. It’s nice to have some normal human
beings around.

There are other realities. They’re just not ones Darklord was monitoring.
He didn’t have tabs on everything everywhere. Still--it is a bit of a cheat for
me to snag like characters from other realities as a way of reviving them. I do
like that they’re essentially “what if?” versions, with substantive differences
from those we were familiar with but it’s still cheating.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

I loved issue #234! The previous one, #233, had been bittersweet.

Sweet, because you had printed a letter of mine, and that was awesome! It
was the first time I’d ever written to an official publication, and it was a serious
blast seeing my own words printed on it! That issue is gonna have a privileged
place in my collection.

But it was also bitter, because you had seemingly unceremoniously killed off
one of my favourite characters! It was a bummer and it also didn’t make complete
sense to me because you, as an author, seemed to also love the character and be
having a lot of fun writing and drawing her! I believed you completely capable
of permanently killing her because, although there’s always the element of fun in
your stories, you have previously shown multiple times that you are not afraid of
being merciless to characters that you like. An example is your recent storyline
about Glum and the Angel clone, which was beautifully written. Also, although
I haven’t read most of the series up to #201, you seem to have been particularly
cruel towards the former main character and his loved ones.

Maxine’s death didn’t seem to have a purpose, other than to make life
miserable for Malcolm and the kids. You are a good writer so I trusted that
you knew what you were doing, but if I wanted to read stories about female
characters dying just to give purpose to male ones I'd just read Green Lantern,
y’know what I mean? Hehehe.

So, when I saw the opening splash-page of #234 with Malcolm saying “Fuck
that!”, I was overjoyed with excitement because I knew that meant you weren’t
gonna let her die just like that! It was a very exciting issue too, and you kept
me laughing and cheering all the way through, and also still worried because
I believed you capable of still just killing her anyway because of the blood
transfusion, which meant she could have exploded anytime I turned the page,
just like Malcolm’s dad did! So, very good job on maintaining the suspense.

I find funny that this hasn’t keep you from killing three other developed
characters anyway, you bloodthirsty bastard, but their deaths seemed a little
more earned than Maxine’s would have. Michael’s was gruesome with all the
dismemberment and the monsters eating him, but it was a triumph to see all of
them explode because they had eaten his blood. This iteration of Rapture was a
bitch (and I mean that as an insult, not as a description of her job like some of her
other versions), just an awful human being, so she had it coming. I don’t have the
connection to Jennifer that other more longtime readers might have, but I guess
a character with such a long trajectory who has already died in the past, deserves
to just be left to pass in peace already.

I hope you don’t kill Alex. You don’t need to kill old characters just to retire
them, but the way you are writing this, it looks only poor Angel is going to
survive the Dimension-X shenanigans. Either you kill her or don’t, I'm still
gonna continue loving this series. Thank you for it.

Lovingly,

FJ Garcia.

You’re quite welcome.

The thing about death is that it doesn’t always strike those that we’d like
it to strike. If I just used it purely as a literary device to further a narrative
it becomes manipulative and artificial. Sometimes people you like die and
sometimes people you don’t care so much about will die. I'm doing my
best to keep things as “real” as I can on this book. That means sometimes
characters will die just because they do. It’s not always for some grand
storytelling reason.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Beware the SCOURGE!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Thought I’d try a different approach this time up to bat.
Something of a Bill Watterson style Calvin and Hobbes Sunday

page look. Hope it met with your approval. Things get back to
what passes for normal next issue.
Now, here’s your mail--!

Hi Erik.

It’s been a while. I had every intention of writing you after the Merging of
Multiple Earths story concluded but time just seemed to get away from me. The
last time I wrote you was the day before my son was born so I guess I was being a
little overly-optimistic about the amount of free time I was going to have! In any
event, having just read issue 233 I felt it was probably time I dropped you a line.

I'll try not to get too bogged down in covering each issue that I missed
reviewing, but I would like to touch on a few things that have stayed with
me before I get to the current issue. The first being the cover and format of
issue #224. The shattered mirror effect you used to convey the histories of the
different realities as they merged was nothing short of brilliant. I can’t remember
ever seeing that effect used in comics before and it’s one of the most creative
uses of panels I've seen in a long time. Simply outstanding.

I know the subject of nudity and sexuality in SD has been done to death, so
all I will say on the matter is that it doesn’t bother me at all, and I actually rather
enjoy it. The only real downside for me personally is that I can’t include Savage
Dragon in my Saturday morning ritual of coffee and comics anymore for fear
that my daughter will peak over my shoulder. I don’t really care if she sees the
naked people, but I'd rather not have to explain what’s going on when Malcolm
decides to hose down Maxine with his state fair zucchini. Ah well. It’s the price
you pay for quality entertainment I guess.

And now the big one. The death of Dragon. I guess I kind of knew in the back
of my mind that it was likely coming, but you still did a good job of surprising
me in how you pulled it off. Turning the page to see Dragon exploding was
pretty shocking. It was a powerful image, but if I have one criticism of the
big moment, it’s that I feel it would have been much more powerful if you had
just let the art speak for itself. A full page splash of an exploding Dragon and
Malcolm’s shocked expression with no added dialogue or sound effects would
have been much more impactful in my opinion. The “SPUT” sound effect in
particular really took me out of it. I know you’ve used it in the past for this kind
of situation, to almost comedic effect, and for this reason I felt it cheapened his
death a little. Having said that, you redeemed yourself with the great send-off
you gave Dragon when he arrived in Heaven. It was a nice callback to his talk
with God way back in the day and a nice Easter egg for long-time readers.

As a Canadian I've followed the Dragons move to Canada with great interest,
as I'm sure all my other fellow Canadian Fin-addicts have been. I've been
impressed with the lengths you’ve gone to to make sure what we’re seeing is an
accurate representation of Toronto. At this point I think the Dragons know more
about Toronto than I do! Hell, they’ve already been to the Hockey Hall of Fame,
something I’ve yet to do myself! And I know you’re probably being offered a ton
of suggestions on where else in Canada Malcolm should visit, but if T may add my
own humble two cents, I think he should visit Ottawa at some point, preferably
in winter. He can go for a skate and enjoy a Beaver Tail on the Rideau Canal, the
world’s longest skating rink, and take in the sights and sounds of Winterlude,
a great winter festival featuring amazing ice sculptures and all sorts of fun
activities. And of course there is also the fact that Ottawa is our Nation’s Capital,
so I'm sure you could find a good reason for him to visit if you really wanted to.

Now, while I'm enjoying Malcolm and the gang’s antics in Canada, it’s
a tough call on whether I am enjoying that or all the action in Dimension-X
more. I've always liked Dimension-X and it’s been loads of fun watching Alex,
Jennifer, and Angel navigate all the dangers lurking therein. The trio have great
chemistry and I think you’ve finally accomplished something you were never
quite able to while Dragon was still alive. You’ve made Jennifer an interesting
character! She seems much surer of herself and less wishy-washy than she used
to be. Maybe it was the time she spent stranded alone on Glum’s planet, or maybe
it’s the fact that’s she’s a woman out of time with a fresh start that has changed
her. Whatever the reason is I am finding her much more interesting now than she
has ever been. It’s also possible this new attitude is a direct result of Jennifer no
longer being defined by her relationship with Dragon, which is kind of ironic
because the whole reason she’s in Dimension-X in the first place is to try and get
Dragon back!

Now, on to the issue at hand. What can I say about that first page? It is pure
awesomeness. The opening dialogue contained in the arrow-shaped caption
boxes was pure comic book nostalgia for me, as were the title and credits. I was
sad to see Chris end his run as letterer, but you couldn’t have asked for a better
replacement than Ferran Delgado. His lettering really delivers when it comes to
evoking that old-time comic book feel, and this issue is no exception. Another bit
of comic book nostalgia that I loved was the inclusion of footnotes referencing
past issues and events. When I first started reading comics I saw them all the
time and found them immensely helpful. Even if you've read the referenced
issues it’s always helpful to have a reminder. I hope you keep it up because it
really adds to the flavour of the book.

There were certainly some interesting twists and turns in this issue. At first
thought the Wraith exploding was due to Malcolm’s immune system rejecting a
foreign host, but the mixing of Malcolm’s blood with the Wraith’s is an equally
interesting explanation, although I have to wonder how much effect Malcolm’s
blood could really have on a dead guy. Assuming he actually was dead of course.
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And speaking of death, that sure was a bombshell you dropped on us at the
end of the issue! I know you have no problem with killing off well established
characters, but you’ve professed your love for Maxine so often that I must admit
that I am having a hard time accepting it’s the real deal. So for now I'll hold off
on mourning her and wait and see how things play out over the coming issues.
It’1l be interesting to see what Mei decides to do with her unborn child in light of
these events. Hopefully we don’t see a repeat incident.

Freak Force! It’s always great to see the gang in action, it’s just too bad it
has to be because they’re rescuing one of their own from the machinations
of an incompetent administration. It seems that they aren’t very welcome in
their own country anymore, even if they’re human! Might we see more Freak
Force adventures in Dimension-X as they try to locate missing friends? And
are these missing friends Angel, Alex, and Jennifer, or are there more people
we don’t know about yet? Who knows, maybe we’ll even see Freak Force move
to Canada!

There was one small piece of dialogue in this issue that really stood out to
me. Angel said that “Glum merged all the Earths that Darklord had access to™.
This little tidbit made me very happy. I was always under the impression that
every dimension in existence had been merged and that we were stuck with one
Earth from now on. I am very glad this is not the case. I have always loved the
multiverse concept in comics so I'm really happy that you haven’t done away
with it. Have I mentioned that it made me happy? I think it made Alex happy too,
although I'm not sure it’s healthy. She’s so obsessed with getting Dragon back
that at this point she’s willing to take any version of him that is “close enough”.
Il be honest though, I hope she succeeds! I miss the big lug too. Unfortunately
the backup story showed us this will be anything but a simple task. Alex’s first
attempt at finding Dragon didn’t go so well and there is no reason to expect it
to be any better the next time. And I really do hope there is a next time because
I absolutely love it when backups tie into the main story this way. Great job by
both you and Ben Bishop. It must be quite thrilling for Ben to have his own
creation now be a part of Dragon history! Congratulations Ben!

As always a great job on colours my Nikos and Mike. And a special shout
out to Mike Toris. If you haven’t already, you should follow Mike’s work on
Facebook. He’s been practicing doing more than just flats on lots of Erik’s
old commissions and they look great! That’s it for now. Hopefully it won’t be
another year until I can find some time to write in again!

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

In regard to the glass effect in #224--1 must admit I was pretty pleased
with how well that worked out myself.

As for #225 and Dragon’s tragic death--honestly, I wrestled with
including the “Sput!” When that sound effect was first introduced it
was used for comedic effect and I’ve repeated it pretty much every time
thereafter. Sometimes it worked pretty well and occasionally it was a bit
goofy. With Neighbor Craig having suffered the same fate earlier in that
issue it just seemed weird to leave it out. It felt like something was missing
without it--so I made a judgement call.

Glad to hear that Ferran Delgado is working as well for you as he is for
me. I couldn’t be happier with the work he’s doing on the book!

As far as Malcolm visiting Ottawa goes--pretty much every Canadian
Savage Dragon fan has put in a request for their particular neck of the
Great White North! I’ll do what I can but I’m not sure I can accommodate
everybody! The guy can’t visit every location!

Erik,

I just marathoned issues 232 and 233 back to back in the last hour. I liked
them both a lot (the superbly informed Canadian locals tripped me out) but I have
to say, I hope the stunner ending is a trick. I really do.

Maxine has really grown on me. I found tracking the Dragon Family
Shenanigans (“Chasing Dragons” indeed) quite compelling - and I'd hate for
Maxine to go out like she (apparently) did. If so? So be it. The book goes on, I
suppose. What’s weird (and this is the truth) is that when I picked up these books
at lunch (looking forward to reading them later) I honestly wondered to myself (for
no apparent reason) if you would ever kill off Maxine somewhere down the line.

I didn’t expect it this evening after walking my dog. Damn!

As Seen on TV, indeed.

See ya next time in... Dimension-X!!!

Cam Stylez
P.S. What did you think of Action #1000? Approve or Disapprove?

That seems an odd question for a Savage Dragon letters page.

In all honesty, I liked it Action Comics #1000--but I didn’t love it.

The one thing I would have expected from Action Comics #1000 was a
reason to love Superman and I found that lacking. Sure, he saved the day
here and there and that’s noble, I guess--but there was nothing especially
likable about him--no reason to want to read about his further adventures.

And I would have hoped that the issue would have been completely
self-contained and stand on its own but there was a cliffhanger and plug
for an upcoming Superman miniseries, which I found both jarring and
somewhat tacky.

On an artistic level--generally okay. There was nothing mind-blowing
in it but it was all competently executed and there was a lot to like. But for
me it fell down in the writing department. I was not sold on Superman as a
character from this 80-page offering and I should have been.
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