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Malcolm’s going to be devastated. Maxine’s face in the last panel of page 19 is
absolutely haunting.

Speaking of page 19 (which is a fantastic piece overall, I would add), it makes
me wonder about a particular stylistic choice I've noticed: Nikos and Mike
don’t use color holds. Back when Reuben and IHOC were handling the palette,
Rapture’s lightning was always rendered white and glowing. It really stood out,
and was very effective in conveying the energy. With all the bolt flinging and
lightning crackle in the book lately, I'm just curious as to why you’ve forgone
holds? The lightning is just its original black outline, which is by no means bad,
I just think it would benefit from the extra oomph of colorization. Dylan McCrae
used holds a bunch when he colored 137, and I really loved what he did in that
issue. It’s a great effect, I just wonder why it’s not being utilized.

Otherwise, your creative personnel are a crack team. The colors have great
texture and vibrance, and Ferran Delgado is a welcome addition to the gang; his
style has folded in seamlessly, and I look forward to him sticking around for a
nice, substantial run. Additionally, I rather enjoyed the Switchblade back-up, and
how it supplemented the main feature. You’re a very generous creator when it
comes to content, as this issue demonstrated wonderfully. When it comes to my
funnybook dollar, I don’t come across a bargain like Savage Dragon every day.

Anyhow, I'll knock off my rambling. Obviously, 233 really impressed the
hell out of me all over the place. And seeing testimonials from new readers in
the letter page is encouraging. I'd say “keep ‘em coming”, but you don’t seem to
have much of a problem with that, so I’ll just say, “THANK YOU. Can’t wait for
the next one!”

Justin Crouse

Yes, Justin--Jackson, Tyrone and Amy were conceived when Malcolm’s
electrical powers were on the blink! Malcolm was turned into a monster
in #196 and was injected with Freak Out in #197. He was restored with an
injection of his father’s blood but he didn’t get his own electrical powers
back until Angel brought him a vial of his old blood in #203.

As for the lack of color holds you can blame me for that decision. At
some point I made the decision to stop doing those, largely because it
made converting pages to black and white for Savage Dragon Archives a
nightmare.

Erik,
1 picked up my copy of 233 and was immediately struck by a portent of dark
foreboding. I've never felt so bad about having a premonition come true.
Jack Dumpert
Buffalo NY

She got better.

Erik...You evil genius...lol.

Even though death is final in the Dragon books, I definitely did NOT see
that coming. Showing the real life along with the “reality” was awesome. All
of that time spent showcasing The Dragons new lives in Canada (actually less
than 10 issues, but feels longer) and then seeing their lives taped. Maxine’s
mom and Kevin gets involved, leading to her pregnancy. As The Dragons’ show
premieres, both end up in a fight for their lives...the unexpected result of a villain
getting stuck inside of a Chosen Krylan and Maxine not getting the baby out
sooner. I will reserve my RIP to Maxine until the next issue...but damn. We
have seen her grow and become beloved...and now like Tierra...life gone due to
a Dragon birth. True there could be another Maxine in the multiverse that has
all of these memories...but she didn’t live them. Now...Alex...she is hellbent on
getting Dragon back...and at this point I don’t blame her...she went there with
her goal set...and after the hell she has endured...she deserves a great outcome,
especially being the longest tenured character of the series now. We are 41 issues
into the official takeover of Malcolm Dragon...and in his savage reign we have

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA

More is on its way!

Dear Erik Larsen,

You are my reason to continue existing!!! Savage Dragon #233 was 100%
perfect and everything (almost) I could want. Freak Force!!! Intro of new
subplots- I love change and progression but I was scared we would not return to
America, which kept me from entirely loving Toronto-that’s all changed.

As usual, please, excuse the grammar, punctuation, etc. as it is early and I am
very excited with lots to say. imagine that.

First, I LOVE this cover. I know you made the right decision on Maxine’s
shirt logo and the “as seen on tv” blurb added extra credit props. If this was on
the shelf and I had never read the Dragon, I would give this issue a try. It’s so
NOT super hero.

I love that you can do whatever you want now that S.D. is a mature title
but I, also, admired your restraint in deciding to clothe our heroines (but I'm
still for the adult NO SAFETY BARS storytelling). The way I see this issue is
that it contains four sub-plots! I love certain things about this comic and real
time, progression, and serialized storytelling are at the top of my list. Alex looks
hotter than she ever has. And I am super curious about this new Dragon, Mike,
and extra obsessed with digging deeper into Dimension-X- especially, since
Chicago is throwing more than just aliens into the realm.

Maxine... I am not convinced she is dead BUT if she is- this could help
give Malcolm more depth. Look at his life, Covenant of the Sword upbringing,
years stuck in Dimension-X, father placed in jail, father dies, has to become a
refugee and leave his country, and NOW losing his wife? This guy is so Captain
America/Superman “what you see is what you get” clean that I want to see him
deal with a darker side of his psyche.

Guy and Duder must be Highbrow’s version of the Simpsons. This franchise
has been going strong for twenty-five years. But I like the little things in
continuity. I'm a huge fan of “Twin Peaks” and I loved how the viewer felt
like they lived in this town, could smell the pine needles, feel the diner, etc...
I've felt that way with Dragon’s world (especially Toronto). I loved all the real

places Dragon visited and I'd like to see him return to establishments like you
did Oscar’s. And you love cheese burgers, well, what food gets Malcolm going?
I think these little strands of continuity makes the city seem more real. Still, I
know I always bring this up and will probably continue to do so, we are still
on the Savage Land. Look back at your copy of #76. There were fire plumes,
flying dragons, government individuals flying on gigantic bees, etc. even after
all these years, that event along with Glum controlling the entire world for a year,
Darkworld replacements, alien invasions, and so on... it bothers me that Toronto
seems untouched. They had to be affected by the many world changes. But I do
love your Toronto, I love the neighbors, the Poop Shop, all the real places and
would enjoy continuing to see them.

SPUT! You really surprised me how Dragon got the baddie out of his body. I
was really stumped last issue’s cliffhanger. Okay, I may lose any train of thought
on this one BUT FREAK FORCE, CHICAGO, NEW SUBPLOT, “IT CAN"T
HAPPEN HERE”, Shock-troopers, follow-up on a plot line I have waited too long
for. This is exactly what I thought would happen. First, they’re justthrowing aliens
into Dimension-X, so, hey, that doesn’t affect anyone else, it’s not their problem-
they’re not involved. but, just like history has shown us, it’s everybody’s problem
eventually. It sets precedent (SP?) like how our fear was utilized following 9/11
by “them” to pass acts like the Patriot Act and homeland security and keep us
scared with color terrorist alerts on television. Now, SuperPatriot is realizing
that many of his friends have disappeared. Police have been replaced by shock
troopers with no rules of engagement-McCarthy witch hunts.

Okay, I'm stopping there. I could go on and on but I have to go for lunch.

Great issue and thanks for a chance to see some of the American crew
consisting of gen 1 and gen 2 characters!!!

Oh, and I LOVE your editorial notes informing the reader of past events and
what issues they occurred within.

Here’s to another wait.

Sincerely,

Matthew B.B. Cashel

Thanks for checking in, Matthew!

Dear Erik,

I don’t know where to begin with #233... there just aren’t that many comics
that have this amount of twists anymore (though you’ve had your imitators over
the years but they never measure up). It didn’t occur to me for instance that
The Wraith would “SPUT” inside of Malcolm or that Mei’s pregnancy would
be much more problematic than Maxine’s — or so we were led to believe earlier
in the issue. I have a hard time believing Maxine’s really gone, we’ll find out
soon I suppose but I did not see that coming... This is another example of how
you’ve always been the innovator of the modern superhero genre, with deaths or
consequences not necessarily brought upon by villains. People tend to focus on
your art and/or art experiments but you’re one hell of a storyteller — 26 years in
and you still manage to surprise and engage me, I don’t take it for granted. You're
at the top of your game, sir, keep it up.

Simon Mallette St-Pierre

Will do.

Dear Erik,

I thought issue 233 was an interesting mixture of things:

1) The cover: It was kind of a puzzling cover actually. Still, the “As Seen On
TV” was worth the price of admission. Still, I was wondering since Malcolm
seems to still have his beard, then Maxine must still have her pubic hair? Not
that it’s so important...

2) The story: Lots of nice twists and turns and a big surprise! No, not Maxine!
As I expressed in a previous e-mail, she had grown on me and now you take her
away? Arrgh!

3) The art: Overall it seemed a bit more sketchy this time out. Well, you
mentioned in the letter col that it took longer to get out this time. Maybe you
rushed it?

4) The letters page: Wow, I got two letters printed? Awesome! However, I
kind of hesitate to show this off to my friends. The cover might put some of them
off. lol

5) Back-ups: Oh, I haven’t read Switchblade yet, sorry.

Until next issue,

Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

1: Covers are frequently drawn months before I work on the actual issue
and because of that--things don’t necessarily come together as planned.
There was eventual shaving... just not in that issue.

2: Surprise!

3: I spent more time on it and yet it’s somehow “rushed”? I’'m no math
wiz but those numbers don’t add up. Interestingly enough, with #233 was
back to drawing the book “twice up” (after having taken a few issues off
from that to play around a bit) so if anything it should look a bit tighter than
the last few. Not sure what happened there.

4: Write letters and sometimes they’ll see print. That’s how that works.
And I thank you for that. If not for folks like you these pages would look
mighty empty.

5: Get with it, peanut!

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: At last: Dimension-X!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Not much to say this trip. I’ll cut the chatter and get right to the

letters.

Dear Erik,

I've put off writing this letter since I finished issue 233 a few hours ago.
I'm still trying to process the cliff-hanger. I'm not sure if I should be furious
or patient. Maxine is one of the best characters in this book, and I hope that the
news of her death is just a fake-out. The problem is, I don’t remember you doing
that too often; in this book, dead usually means dead. Sure, there’s been many
loopholes with time travel and alternate realities, but for non-powered characters
especially, one life is all you get. On the other hand, you don’t usually kill of
main characters off-panel. Usually I wouldn’t be so worked up. I've seen many
cliffhangers in my day. But Maxine is special and I hope this isn’t the end.

I guess I can try to think about the other parts of the issue. I liked the
resolution to the Wraith storyline. It seemed a little fast, but maybe that’s my
fault for thinking Malcolm would walk around with a dead guy inside him for an
issue or two. The lettering seems to be fitting in even better, but I did like some
of the silent panels, such as those with the doctors and paramedics running. I
always like seeing Freak Force show, although it’s kind of wild that Barbaric
still has that hair and costume combo. What is he, forty? And the back-up story
seemed like a good way to feature new characters while following up on Alex
and Micheal Dragon.

Nope. This isn’t working. Still worrying about Maxine. I know the resolution
to this story has likely already been written, but I still need to express this:
please let her be alive. This book can survive without her, but I hope we don’t
have to see that for many years to come.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Hope the wait wasn’t too long to bear. Honestly, a lot of fans shared your
concerns.

Erik,

Today, I was able to do something unavailable to me for over ten years: I
walked into my local comic book store and had them grab my copy of Savage
Dragon from my pull list.

I’d been living in a small, have nothing town for far too long. Having returned
to civilization, one of the first things I did was seek out the local comic store. I
was excited to find my new home has an amazing store (Shout out to The Comics
Place in Bellingham, Washington).

I have very little knowledge of the events I've missed over the past decade.
I was aware that Malcolm had taken over for his father as the focus of the book.
Other than that I was going in blind. I love that he’s married. The kids are great.
It was exciting to see Freak Force in action with unfamiliar (or slightly different
versions of) members.

Most of all, I was so happy to see that it’s still the same book I collected
and loved. It still makes me turn the page and utter, “Oh crap!” I am very much
looking forward to filling in the holes and getting caught up. (Is the Vicious
Circle still around? Where are my favorites Powerhouse and She-Dragon?
How many Dragons are running around!?) That, combined with this issues’
cliffhanger, has me eagerly awaiting Number 234.

For a good portion of my life, Savage Dragon was more than a comic book.
It was being a member of the FAO Listserv. It was meeting other FAO members
and making immediate friends in San Diego. It was sharing art and discussing
theories.

It’s good to be back.

Thank you,

Ken Albery

And it’s good to have you back. A lot has changed. That’s one of the
consequences of a book set in real time. Characters age, character change,
characters die. A lot can happen in a month--a lot more can happen in a year
or two.

Bellingham, WA was my old stomping grounds and I have many fond
memories of the Comics Place. Glad to hear that it’s still going strong!

Hey Erik,

Ijust read SD #233, which I have been waiting for with great anticipation just
for the cover. (I'm still disappointed you didn’t ship a variant with the Shaving Is
For Pussies t-shirt, but I guess I'll just have to let that go).

Having Maxine die during childbirth is a great cliffhanger, but...

1) I don’t believe it. According to the doctor, she just died “minutes ago”
which gives somebody plenty of time to save her at the beginning of #234.

2) At first, I was wondering if maybe I should believe it, so I checked the
solicitations in Previews for the next few issues. There’s no mention of Maxine
in the text portions for the next three, but she is on the cover of #235 on the lower
right. Now...

a. Maybe you put her on the cover because you draw the covers well in
advance, and decided to kill her after it was drawn. Or...

b. Maybe you put her on the cover to trick people into thinking she was still
alive when you already knew she was going to be dead. Or...

c. Maybe you forgot she was on the cover, and later realized you were
undermining your cliffhanger but couldn’t change the solicitation artwork.

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

I'm going with 2c¢, because if she is really dead, I'm going to be really pissed
about it for a long, long time. Long enough, that the next time I see you at a comic
convention, I’ll be telling you in person that I'm still pissed.

Daniel McMasters
(happy...for now)

1: Well, yeah. That was the idea.

2: I realized after the fact that I'd kind of spoiled the surprise by having
her appear on a subsequent cover but I thought--well, how often are my
covers 100% accurate? And I’ve been known to make slight alterations
before books have gone to press before, so...!

Dear Erik,

Congratulations on a trick well done regarding Maxine’s death. I'm referring
to the use of a picture from the Dragons’ reality show on the cover, to lure us away
from the possibility of her demise. Certainly when I saw her getting internally
zapped by her child at the end of #232, my hazy memory of solicitations for
upcoming issues led me to believe she would somehow escape that dreadful
fate. Well, checkmate for you, sir. I wonder how far ahead you planned that one.
Was it an idea that immediately came to mind when you thought of putting the
Dragons on TV?

On the other hand, I'm sorry to say that the last panel on the last page, as
surprises go, did not work so smoothly. In other words, I could not help jumping
to the ending before I read the whole page, partly because of this eye-grabbing
“next issue” blurb and the natural impatience to know what happened to Maxine.
When I think of it, with my meager means as a former writer, the only alternate
solution that comes to my mind would have been to save the big reveal for the
last page. But that would probably mimic Byrne’s classic FF moment in FF Vol
1 267, with that last page with the thick black outline and the doctor telling Reed
that his and Sue’s second child was stillborn. And I don’t even know if it would
have been any less predictable, perhaps even more so, actually. This one is pretty
hard to pull off.

As ever, I'm curious to see what comes next. I’ll miss Maxine, but it’s
exciting to think how you will handle Malcolm as a single dad, who probably
has tons of hang-ups when it comes to having a new girlfriend.

BTW, I'm sorry if it sounds a little crass, but could you give us a little biology
lesson on chosen one sexology? I still have trouble understanding why Malcolm
had all these problems, what with the super-fetuses crawling out of the sewers or
condom-breaking sperm and such, when his father apparently did not have such
issues, even after the Fiend tore off his material and undid the work of Rech and
Weiko. Some behind the scenes stuff, I'm sure, but I wonder if Malcolm will
ever feel safe in having sex now. After all, he often gets mutilated in his line
of work, which might undo his vasectomy in some cases and get him to start
the process all over again. And the alternative is to have his partners develop
mommy-killing electric babies in their wombs, so...

Well, even if the book converts to the adventures of Father Dragon or
Buddhist Monk Dragon, I'll still be curious to see how things unfold! See you in
30, I hope!

Jérome Wicky

I’m going to have to pass on that biology suggestion, Jérome. Some things
are better left to the imagination.

Erik,

Grim Realities, indeed! You mentioned in the letter column that 233 took you
longer than anticipated, but anyone can see why. It’s brimming with excellence,
and I think the extra time you put in yielded spectacular results.

On first crack, it was welcome to see that retro flavor you cook up so well. The
dialogue and captions made for entertaining exposition, and you didn’t waste a
line. The ladies’ adventures off-world are pretty wild, and I've rather enjoyed
them. I know they’re on a Glum world, but isn’t that still in Dimension-X, or am I
missing something? Additionally, the return of the flying car is a welcome sight.
I kinda missed that thing.

The cliffhanger last issue ranks with some of your best, and the subsequent
payoff left nothing to be desired. The juxtaposition of the campier, bombastic
action sequences with the medical procedural scenes was a neat contrast,
I thought. Every time you’ve delved into that it’s been very compelling
(Malcolm’s birth and the Phil Dirt blood transfusion both spring immediately
to mind as prime examples). I was really curious to find out the resolution to
the Wraith-stuck-in-Malcolm predicament, and the explosive blood factor never
even occurred to me. That double splash sure was a jaw-dropper! After all these
years, you still beat everyone when it comes to pacing a story. Total pro, sir.

It’s very cool to see Freak Force in action. Looking forward to seeing
the consequences of their open defiance to this executive order. Just another
imagination whetting morsel in an issue chock full of ‘em.

The kids are stealing the show for me, that’s for sure. Amy in particular
seems to be smart as a whip, and she’s remarkably well-spoken for her age. And
now the triplets are going to be big brothers and sister...splendid! Again, my
memory fails at the moment, but were Jackson, Tyrone and Amy conceived when
Malcolm’s electrical powers were on the blink, or did they simply not inherit that
particular ability? I can’t quite remember.

That brings me to Maxine, and what is likely the most unexpected and jarring
death that’s ever happened in the book. The sex she initiated was pretty crazy,
and it was clear she was a character you enjoyed writing immensely. If she is
in fact out of the picture, I've gotta say I’'m going to miss the little lady. Poor
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