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G-MAN WeBLOMI(S

UNLIKE ALL THOSE 50-CALLED
VEGETABLE BOOKS WRITTEN BY
HUMANS, MY VEBETABLE BOOKS
ARE LEGITIMATE BECAUSE X
AM A REAL VEGETABLE
SHARING THE AUTHENT/IC
VEGETABLE EXPERIENCE!

) Ve

(1%
FLASH, TOMATOES
AREN'T
VEGETABLES!
YOU'RE
TECHNICALLY
FRUIT!

VEGETABLE
BOOK DOESN'T
FAIRLY
REPRESENT
TOMATOES.

HOW EXACTLY
D0 I uT
TH's. .0

BY 6-MAN (aka MIKeY5)  ChrisGiarrusso.com

UMMM, YE4 4, MAYBE\ 50ME
FOR BROCCOL/! YOU | OF MY
DON'T SEEM T0 KNOW

MY VEGETABLE
BOOKS ARE

TRULY
AUTHENTIC/

UH) YEAH,
MAYBE
FOR
carpors!

I DON'T THINK THESE
VEGETABLE BOOKS ARE ) DON'T
APPROPRIATE FOR YoU. / CARE.

OH SURE, IWCLUDE TOMATOES
WHEN IT BENEFITS YOU, THEN
USE A TECHNICALITY 10

EXCLUDE U5 WHEN WE
BECOME AN INCONVENIENCE!

WHY DON'T YU GO BACK
T0 THE FRUIT BASKET
YOU CAME FROM?

; NOTE TO
SELE: WRITE
A BOOK ABOUT
HOW KIDS HATE
VEGETABLES,
MAYBE THE
() VEGETABLES
CAN TURN INTO
MONSTERS,

CORWY? ' ARE THEY
\Comvy?

DO YOU THINK
My VEGETABLE
COMICS MIGHT BE

ALITTLE T0O -

CORNY?

W
™ and © 2018 Chris Giarrusso ChrisGiarrusso.com
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G-MAN WEBCOMICS ™ By 6-MAN (aa MiKeY5)  ChrisGiarrusso.com

YOU SHOULD Do A COMIC ABOUT YOU KNOW WHAT KID5 HATE? OHMY GOD! YOU KNOW WHAT
HOW KIDS DON'T WANT T0 EAT VEGETABLES. YU SHOULD DO YOU SHOULD DO? HAVE THE
THEIR VEGETABLES. MAYBE A COMIC WHERE VEGETABLES KIDS FIGHT VEGETABLE
THE VEGETABLES (OULD TURN INTO MONSTERS AND MONSTERS! 50 FUNNY/
MUTATE INTO MONSTERS! BATTLE THE HEROES/

YOU KNOW HOW KID5 HATE '\ OH MY GOD, \ THAT 15 50 Y YES, I HAVE

YOU NEED T0
VEGETABLES, RIGHT? WELL \ 700 FUNNY/ | TRUE THOUGH | KIDS AND I COME UP WITH
I WRITE BOOKS WHERE T'LL TAKE HOW KID5 KNOW THAT A REALLY
VEGETABLES TURN INTO THE . GREAT IDEA

WHOLE
MONSTERS AND THE KIDS 554/55//- veeETABLES LIKE THAT ONE.

LITERALLY HAVE T0

BATTLE THEM! %
/Zé\ ,

\

BUT WON'T PEOPLE JULST
DISMISS ITAS A DERIVATIVE
VEGETABULLIES RIP-OFF?

N0, READERS CAN'T
GET ENOUGH AND EVERY
PUBLISHER 15 CLAMORING TO
GET APIECE OF THE ACTION.
GET 70 WORK, G-MAN!

VEGETABLE MONSTER BOOKS
ARE HOT RIGHT NOW!/
VEGETABULLIES AND
VEGETABADDI/ES ARE
TOPPING THE BEST-SELLER
LIsTS! DO A VEGETABLE
MONSTER BOOK/

S way 100 VIOLENT
NOTENOUGH | T0O MANY
G/RLS

e G/R(S INIT!

EVERYTHING
ABOUT YOU 15
BAD AND DUMB
AND WRONG.

™ and © 2018 Chris Giarrusso ChrisGiarrusso.com
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G-MAN WeBLOMI(S

VEQETABADDIES? VEGETABULLIES?
THERE 15 SOMETHING SER/0USLY
WRONG WITH THE VEGETABLE
BOOK CULTURE! WHAT MESSAGE
ARE WE SENDING OUR K/DS?2

INSTEAD OF ENCOURAGING THEM |

T0 L/KE VEGETABLES, WE'RE
REINFORCING THEIR VEGETABLE
HATRED BY PORTRAYING

VEGETABLES AS ENEMIES!

THERE 15 50METHING
SERIOUSLY WRONG
WITH THE VEGETABLE
BOOK CULTURE!

MY VEGETABLE BOOKS DON'T
PROMOTE CANNIBALISM THE
WAY VEGETALPALS DOES, MY
STORIES ARE ABOUT KIDS
WASHING, COOKING, AND EATING
VEGETABLES THAT ARE MOT
SENTIENT BEINGS. THEYARE
TUST VEGETABLES THAT ACT
LIKE REAL VEGETABLES.

BY G-MAN (axa MIKEY5)

MY BOOK 15 VERY FORWARD-

THINKING AND TEACHES KID5S

THEY SHOULD ENTOY EATING
VEGETABLES, AND 15 FOR VERY

SMART PEOPLE TO SPEND
MONEY ON. IT'6 CALLED
VEGETAPALS.

YOU ARE PART OF THE
PROBLEM! WHAT MESSAGE
ARE YOU 5ENDING OUR A/DS2

VEGETAPALS PRESENTS
VEGETABLES AS FRIENDS
T0 PROMOTE A HEALTHY

ATTITUDE TOWARD VEGETABLES.

I'M THE MORALLY SUPERIOR
AUTHOR ON THE R/GHT
5IDE OF HISTORY!

WHO ARE YOU T0 5AY WHAT

REAL VEGETABLES ACT LIKE?
YOU ARE NOT EVEN A

VEGETABLE! YOU'RE FILLING

OUR CHILDREN'S HEADS WITH

DANGEROUSLY OUTPATED IDEAS

ABOUT WHAT A VEGETABLE
CAN OR CAN'T BE!

ChrisGiarrusso.com

MY KIDS READ VEGETABLLLIES
AND THEY ALWAYS EAT
THEIR VEGETABLES.

YOUR OUTDATED ATTITUDE
15 EXACTLY THE PROBLEM!
T WANT YOUR APPROVAL
AND ACCEPTANCE TAKE
My MONEY PLEASE.

YOU'RE TEACHING OUR CHILDREN
T0 EAT THEIR FRIENDS!

I'M NOT LETTING YoU
INDOCTRINATE MY KID WITH
YOUR CANN/BALIST AGENDA !

S0UNDS LIKE WE

WON'T GET T0 READ

ABOUT VEGETABLES
ANYMORE.

HOW 15 1T
YOUR
PLACE TO
DECIDE?

1 THINK GuN
TOWN 15 MY
FAVORITE BOOK
SERIES EVER!

I LIKE HOW
EACH Copy
COMES WITH
A FREE GUN/

™ and © 2018 Chris Giarrusso ChrisGiarrusso.com
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I love that you love the medium. sure, it’s a business but I know you
don’t create just for money. You create and read comics because you love
them. I love the real time, the dialogue, the characters, the surprising and
unexpected plotting, etc. When for that short period I was on the creator
side, I was disenchanted. Most creators just wanted to use our medium
to step-up to video games or studios offering money to have the rights to
make the comic a movie, etc. but not you and EVERY issue shows that.

us see Chicago again.

Toronto!!! Seemingly heaven on earth. Loved this page. [REALLY love
Kevin more and more. The reality TV stuff wouldn’t usually interest me
but you make it work with the help of Maxine and her mom.

Maxine was hard for me, early on. I just thought of her as a cardboard
cutout girl who only existed/lived for addictive sexual pleasures. Now, I
find her fun. I wouldn’t marry her but I'd love being her friend.

I have been loving these more character/dialogue oriented scenes.

DIMENSION-X!!! I love this place and feel we have only scraped the
tiniest part of this realm’s secrets.

ALEX- my love who is sexy as shite with the longer hair; I smile seeing
her if only in cameo form.

Rapture? Not sure yet but interested.

Sex dolls... interesting but their lack of background fails to interest me...
so far.

Ever since SEEKER became a waste of time, I worry that fate will infect
new characters. I am happy to see newly designed baddies, however. AND,
btw, did this sex doll rip off the poor victim’s penis by squeezing her vagina
real tight?

I'm going to skip ahead some since my letters are so long and poorly
written when compared to the adult letters you print.

Loved all the Dimension-X stuff and enjoyed Angel as [ am beginning
to really dig her... and she’s naked. I like Malcolm. but he’s too darn nice
and hasn’t shared any thoughts of depression, loss, etc. basically, he’s not
delivered much depth. I’'m not saying make him as frustrated a character as
Wolverine (although, I would enjoy if you would introduce a new character
with the characterization of Logan- [ hated him at first but then he became a
very tragic figure/unworthy, a fallen samurai, a dark creature kept at bay- I
just got tired of his over-exposure) but a slow reveal of Malcolm’s hiding
behind a smile bubbling to the surface.

And the cliffhanger: ANOTHER DRAGON WITH A WHITE

way back into your epic!!! Fin addict #232: thanks and wish She-Dragon a
happy 42nd birthday. she’s exactly one year younger than I am.
Outta here,
Matthew Brandon Blaze Cashel

That white hand was actually a tan glove. Just part of the disguise
to sneak past Rapture’s Bully-Boys.

Erik,

Finally caught up on Savage D, I’ve been reading since I picked up the
first issue of the ongoing series when I was in elementary school, but I
was about 15 issues behind. I've been reading since the beginning but I've
never written before, but with the Trump issue and some of the letters about
that issue, I felt like finally writing in to Fin-Addicts.

So I’m a Trump supporter, I mean as far as supporting a president goes
for me I guess, since I can’t stand politicians. But hey I liked that he was
a big Fuck you to political correctness, and I think we need to protect our
border, and I generally vote republican. Whatever, whatever. The other
thing that I'd like to bring up is that I was blocked by you on twitter a while
back (when I had twitter) for busting your chops about the election and who
Malcolm was voting for. You even called little oI’ me an idiot. lol.

So I said all that to say this: I don’t care what you think of Trump, and
I don’t care what you think of me. I don’t care if you call me an idiot and
block me, and I don’t even care if you print this letter, I’'m still gonna buy
Savage Dragon. I don’t read Savage Dragon for you. I read Savage Dragon
for me. I read Savage Dragon because it’s a fucking kick ass comic, with
kick ass storytelling, and kick ass art! I read Savage Dragon because it’s
an amazing feat that you the creator has written and drawn every issue for
25 + years and it keeps getting better. Keep on writing awesome Savage
Dragon issues and I’ll be here reading them whether you like me or not.

Your idiot fan,

Andrew Mignacca

I’m okay with that.

Thing is, honestly--none of this should matter. In days of old
talking publicly about politics or religion was strictly taboo. It was
nobody’s business. That was a private matter. These days, creators and
entertainers are far more likely to talk about such things and I’m not
convinced that it’s made the world a better place. We’re all at each
other’s throats and everything is just too goddamned contentious. It
would be nice to have a break from that--somewhere--even if it’s only
in the pages of a comic book.

As for myself--1 do much the same. I buy books because I like the
books. In some cases I’ve even gotten into heated arguments with other
creators but if they do good work--1 support their efforts. I can and do
find a way to separate the creator from the work.

Erik,
I wanted to write to let you know that you gained a new fan recently.
I was first introduced to Dragon in Sonic the Hedgehog Super Special #7

and thought he was super cool, but never picked up any of the books (I was
almost exclusively collecting Sonic Comics until it was canceled). I started
looking for other books and picked up some early Shadowhawk, The Maxx,
and Savage Dragon comics (all of whom were in that special too!)

Over the last year, I have been picking up new issues of Savage Dragon
from my local shop, and collecting the rest from back issues and eBay. I
am now only missing 3 issues (124, 165, 167) and a few variants!! I have
been picking up other titles you did cover art and pencils for as well, such
as Doom Patrol. I just dig your style, man!

Anyway, I just wanted to thank you for still pumping out Savage
Dragon. You let me shift a 25 year childhood love of Sonic Comics to a
new love of Savage Dragon and Image Comics!

Thanks for listening, Erik and keep doing all that you do,

Mike O.

Don’t mind if I do--!

Dear Erik,

So we’re 232 issues in, and I really think you’re finding your groove.
That’s not to say this is the first time, but a long series like this is going
to have some ups and downs, and I think it’s been firing on all cylinders
for a while now. It really seems like you’re making the comic that you
would want to read, and that personal touch makes this such a unique book.
You’re not doing a splashy 90s Image book, you’re not doing a Kirby-
tribute, you’re not doing edgy shock-value: you’re just doing YOUR book.
And the art, colours and lettering have been at a consistently high level for
some time, too, which unfortunately has not always been the case.

Itlooks like we’ll have to wait a bit for some resolution on the Sinister Sex-
Dolls, which is a bit of a bummer. The Wraith more than makes up for that,
though. His powers led to some very interesting visuals, and his death looks
like it will show some aspects to phasing powers that I’ve never seen before
in a comic. As much as I miss the Chicago villains, some of the new weirdos
have been great. If nothing else, the move to Toronto has been great for new
characters. The Centre Island page felt a little like a tourism ad, though.

The last page with Maxine was foreshadowed when she discussed
her previous pregnancy, and the reminder that Malcolm has electricity
powers. So far, none of the triplets have shown that power, so I guess it was
something no one had worried about. Maybe they should have. But I'll be
seriously pissed if something bad happens to Maxine. She’s the best.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Noca Scotia

None of the “triplets” have electricity powers because Malcolm had
been negated and then restored using his father’s blood when they had
been conceived. Since Malcolm didn’t have those powers at the time,
those powers weren’t passed down to them. Since that time Malcolm
has been revived with his own blood and he’s back to having those
powers, which is why those powers could be passed down to his most
recent child.

Hey Erik,

I just wanted to drop a few lines your way after reading Issue 232.

1. Your comic is the comic I always look forward to reading the most
each time I visit my local comic book store.

2.1loved that you brought back the old school title on the splash page in
this comic. I hope it stays.

3. The page layouts were great.

4. The way the issue ended with the dead guy stuck in Malcolm made
me laugh out loud. It was a funny twist.

5. 1just gotta ask, do you have a plan at the moment for all the “Savage
Dragons” that are in your book or are you just letting the story develop as
you go? We’ve got Malcolm, the Dimension-X Dragon from this issue, a
handful of Dragon babies. I'm constantly wondering if this is building up
to something or if you’re approaching this story element like Larry Hama
and just writing each story page by page as you go.

Ethan Mongin

: That’s always nice to hear.

: As do L. I’ve always liked those.

: Thanks!

: I thought it made for a nice cliffhanger.

5: Generally what I do is set longterm character goals as opposed
to longterm plans for the book. People have goals. They want to
accomplish something--to achieve some goal. If you plot out stories
they can become stale and predictable. Characters can seem to
sleepwalk through their routines in service to the plot, often acting in
ways they wouldn’t otherwise because they need to keep the plot going
in a certain direction. But if you focus instead on character goals it’s
less predictable. And, as in the real world, things don’t always go the
way you’d planned. Life gets in the way.

P S

Erik,

Savage Dragon 232 is a perfect example of why I read this book. You
seamlessly wove several plot threads, featured pathos, eros and humor,
built on complex elements from a long run but plowed new ground.

I loved the opening page lament of Maxine Dragon and her getting-
older-with-each-issue brood of fin-toddlers. The Kirby-impaneled splash
page two pages signaled a shift in tone and direction without whiplash.
This Wraith character is hilarious and tragic. It will be interesting to see
how Malcolm gets Wraith out of his body - likely deep surgery. Then, of
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course, as with many of the best issues of SD, you leave us with a big cliff-
hanger. I take it that Maxine’s latest fetus is manifesting its powers in utero.
Keep this train moving!
Stephen Menedian
Oakland, CA

Don’t mind if I do.

Erik,

You ever feel like you’re wasting your talents here on Dragon? I mean,
it’s not really a big hit now, if it ever was. By doing SD till the end of time,
well, it’s not only selfish but it probably keeps you from doing other things
like Defenders of Doom Patrol (both of which I know you did before).

The new porn angle in Dragon I actually like! The Wraith? Not that
original, no; is he New? Ever think about doing Invincible, picking up
where RK left off? When was the last time Mighty Man, SuperPatriot or
Powerhouse appeared? I mean, really. There are soooo many characters
in the Dragon-verse!!--ever think of renaming the series, like, “Dragon
and the Savages” with him and his allies working as a team? Just some
rather random thoughts, today. I liked this issue, But: Still going around in
circles; maybe let someone else write the book for an odd issue or two, see
if it’s any different.

Cheers,

Andrew J. Shaw

No, I have never thought I was wasting my talents on SAVAGE
DRAGON. This was the dream. This was what I always wanted to do.
You might as well ask a guy who runs his own restaurant if he misses
working at McDonald’s. I don’t have any desire to write or draw books
for Marvel or DC or work with other creators. That, to me, would be
a waste of time. There are plenty of people who dream of drawing
Batman or Iron Man. So let them do it.

INVINCIBLE is Robert Kirkman’s baby. If he wants to continue--
that’s up to him.Ienjoyed the book butI have zero interestin continuing
the book.

As for having somebody else write the book for an issue or two--no.
Again, I have no interest and honestly--most would have no idea what
to do or know the characters’ voices or much of anything. It would be
an exercise in frustration for everybody involved.

SuperPatriot and Mighty Man both appeared in this very issue.
So--that happened.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

I just finishing reading “Savage Dragon” issue 232 and have a question.
I have no basis to think this way other than being a comic book fan and not
being able to recall seeing this before, but is it suppose to be an unwritten
rule that Comic books do not mention other Superheroes from competitor
companies within the confines of their story? For instance, I cannot recall
a time where Batman is every mentioned in an Issue of “Amazing Spider-
Man”( I am not including those crossover issues where two superheroes
from two separate companies are actually in the same book, e.g. Spawn/
Batman from 1994 because I am guessing in an instance such as this both
companies have some involvement in the creation of that story). My above
question is in reference to the scene where Malcolm’s son Jackson escapes
their home from the window only to scale the side of the building much
like Spider-Man. Clearly the young boy admires Spider-Man because he
shouts out in glee for all those to marvel in his behavior. Additionally, as
a writer for your creator-owned “Savage Dragon”, do you need to ask for
permission from Marvel to incorporate Spider-Man like this in your book?
Or does copyright issues come into play only when you have his image
drawn into your book not just merely mentioned?

John Gentile
Revere, MA

It’s not common but it does happen. I can recall back to a Luke Cage
appearance in Amazing Spider-Man, 40 years ago, where he said, “We
can’t all be wealthy playboys like Bruce Wayne, you know.” Which, as
a young fan, blew my mind. There are no laws being broken that I’'m
aware of.

Erik,

The following is a group of opinions from the cheapest peanut gallery
seat: YOU'RE ON THE WRONG SOUND STAGE, BITCH!! People
complaining that Savage Dragon continuity is too confusingly complex? Try
jumping in on any Marvel or DC title for a few months. I’ll get back to this.

Something long overdue: SD’s back-ups... have been great and, for me,
gives the book a more counter culture feel. I loved Vanguard’s run and
this AQUARIA is strange and blissful (yeah, strange comment). It took
me until the second chapter too really start digging it. I also hope she is a
part of the Highbrow universe as I always feel like the back-up features add
spotlight time to secondary characters that deserve some focus.

I have made it clear that I am a fan of politically incorrect stories
like Erik’s but, recently, when I was called a “white tight-ass skinhead
racist bitch” for complaining that I didn’t like comics or their adaptations
changing characters’ ethnicity or sexual orientation to show how p.c. they
are bothered me. If you want a character with darker skin color than me,
create that character. Want a homosexual character? Create them. All I was
typing about was how I didn’t enjoy the new Spider-Man movie because
Flash is a bully, which implies he is big. He is a big man on campus “alpha”
male with perfect blonde hair and a shower locker mentality. The movie

cast this big bully as a short nobody. Well, I stand by my remarks and he
got “unfriended”.

So, I took yet another look through my Highbrow stuff. You, sir, create
a world of ethnic diversity without trying to make a point. We’re all human.
Malcolm is green/black, Maxine is (I'm not sure her heritage but Asian).
Your entire continuity is a natural ethnically diverse serial and most
readers would never notice. Now, I don’t know how you made Howard a
somewhat likable hate filled man that is so blinded by his hate for freaks,
homosexuals, basically, anyone that’s not like him but “good job”. I suggest
everybody of all pigments, theologies, sexual orientations, theologies be
required to have generations of big “sex-ins”.

Anywho, Erik, great use of people of all kinds in your book without
drawing attention to it or placation. so, SD 232... the following may sound
more negative than I intend but I enjoyed the issue. BUT this book is not
confusingly complex. It doesn’t even have much of a cast anymore. This is
your creation and I love it! And I love your anti-illusion of change approach
BUT the main reasons I have considered this universe my favorite was the
serialized scene changes and multi-focus when it came to “the cast” and the
real-time, etc.

I love the Canadian part but while I enjoy talking scenes and
conversations, the book, IMO, has lost that serialized, varied focus, and if
there’s a new bad guy make some of them visually cool like your old bad
guys with a purpose. I love all our characters being focused on right now
but any “complexity” is gone leaving “real time aging” a gauge pointing
out lack of time. I understand some characters will die or become cameos -
having their stories told like Daredevil, etc. but you’re plotting was so tight,
the reader would get a great progression each issue. Basically, because of
the uber-use of all space available.

Now, [ felt this during the Savage World era but now, I look back on
it and love it. I'm sure this will be the same. I just think there’s a lot of
“STARRING” cast members that you developed into real people that we
cared for that have faded away. This is a mature book, I think this “team
feel” in a “solo” book was an example of amazing plotting that wasn’t
dumbed down for the kids. Well, chances are we’re all adults now and can
handle the “big” questions involving the paused big questions like status
of characters’” mind merging and the condition of our main characters
in a martial law/totalitarian country. so, please, considering a return to
the packed progression and varied focus of characters that you’ve made
embody a realness.

Plus, I saw this generation all as kids but now, I never see any of those
kids in their prime. ...or ignore me and I will continue enjoying your
mythology more than any comic out there. Oh, I do, btw, enjoy little editor
boxes that *see issue 98” as that was what inspired me as a kid to go collect
back issues.

Still your loyal fin-addict,

Matthew Brandon Blaze Cashel

I kind of look at Marvel’s movie world as its own universe--much
like the Ultimate Universe from a few years back. It’s not the same as
the regular Marvel universe where characters never change and grow
old. The Marvel Universe was created in a less enlightened time and
there wasn’t as much attention paid to creating a truly diverse cast.

Walk down any street in New York City and you’ll bump into
any number of people from different races, religions and everything
else but the characters in comics were (and are) still predominantly
white. And there’s no easy fix that makes everybody happy. Race-swap
characters and it pisses people off, make everybody white like in the
comics and it pisses people off, create new characters and shoehorn
them into the cast and it pisses people off. There’s no winning!

What I’ve been able to do in SAVAGE DRAGON is to create a
diverse cast from day one. It’s been that way always and because of
that--it doesn’t feel wrong or come off as ham-fisted. When we made
a cartoon, years ago, the complaint we got back from the network was
that there were no sympathetic white characters! I’d pushed things so
far in the other direction that they were asking for a token Caucasian!

In any case--I’'m glad you’re enjoying the book! Thanks for
checking in!

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Buffalo S

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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FINSRDDICTD

e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Okay, that’s more like it.

For all of you worried about the fate of Maxine after our last

issue--I hope this comes as a welcome relief. For those of you
worried about the fates of those from this issue--I"'m afraid I have
some bad news...!

Erik,

Wow, issue 231 took a little piecing together, even for a long time reader.
In today’s modern a go go world where you have this crazy thing like a
“letter page”, [ was hoping you could clarify some ramblings. I'd post “on-
line” , but really the information never gets to the readers unless they find
this chat room or have that social media. And I’'m even sure if I do.

So then:

Okay, issue 231. We open with Shark-Dart on the rampage. This is (I
presume) Barry’s love child, taken away while she was in the hoosegow?
And now at long last she has released her secret blood restored shark
powers (and immortality!) in an effort to find her baby boy.

Whoo. Did I get that? And wow, that was only the first three pages of a
very stellar issue.

When Barry was splurrted out a few years back I did feel it was a bit of
a waste. All that set up with Dark Dragon and then Barry, only to throw
it out with his quick death (but I suppose needed to establish how Chosen
One blood will react with a negated/freaked outed Chosen One so Dragon
can have his death and make sense). Anyway...

All of this comes to my actual fan boy question; which I knew I'd be
able to get to eventually.

Q: when a Chosen One is negated/hit by freak out, he loses target ability
and regeneration. Strength also seems to weaken. But still retain moderate
Super Strength and Agility and good looks.

So I assume somewhere back in time Krylans augmented Chosen
Ones with greater strength, super targeting, and regenerative
powers?

It feels like this has not really been explained clearly. Perhaps a back up
one page with Lorella giving the low down? Something?

Now that we have a new Chosen One (albeit negated right, because Dark
Dragon was, so Barry was?) it would be great to have this clearly spelt out
in the book. Anyway. Another great issue.

I miss Dragon.

Best,

Scotty Neitlich
Southern California

I’m just going to go with: “Yeah, something like that.” And let it go
at that.

As far as Dragon goes--it may sound strange, coming from a guy
who created that character 45 years ago and told his adventures for
most of them--but I feel like I’ve said my piece. It just felt like his story
was over and it was time to move on.

Erik,

Seeing Rapture make her glorious return on the cliff-hanger page of
230 naturally raised many questions. Rapture is one of the truly tragic
members of your sprawling cast. She really cared for Dragon, but Dragon
didn’t believe she was pregnant. Her child was stolen from her after giving
birth, and then she was killed abruptly, although standing up to a warlord.
We’ve seen impersonators before, but being in Dimension-X, are we to
assume this is Rapture from another dimension? And how the various
versions affected by the merging of multiple earths?

The mysteries multiply. While maintaining a steady flow, this issue in
some ways felt like a series of intervals each raising large questions: is the
finned Dragon baby in the first scene another offspring of Malcolm’s? If
so, which one? I’ve seen this shark-tooth baby-snatching blonde before (I
think) but cant quite place her (and a chunk of recent issues are at the book
binder at the moment). Who is she again?

Still no answers on who this Rapture is, but she knows Alex and
Jennifer, so she must hail from an Earth not unlike SD75.

And who are these sinister sex dolls? Are they androids or robots?
Mutants or meta-humans? Trained or designed to seduce wealthy men? For
what purpose? Just greed or some more nefarious objective. Dropping their
victims in the street is not exactly discreet. Malcolm seems to have the 411
on them, even if we are in the dark. They can fly, and they are powerful
enough to land haymakers on Malcolm. Who could have made these vicious
vixens?! On page 16, we see six of them. Are they a team or merely a pack?

And of course, the biggest question of all: Is that Malcolm (from
another dimension) on the last page? If not, it’s certainly a brother from
another dimension.

He’s dressed like Himon in disguise in Armagetto. How did Rapture
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become a Dimension-X tyrant? Is he a resistance leader? I guess we’ll
find out.
As a storyteller, you don’t pump the breaks very often, do you?
Keep the ride rolling.
Stephen Menendian
Oakland, CA

What--and slow down? Perish the thought!

To answer some of your questions--the baby is the offspring of Dart
(who was inflected by Mako’s blood and can turn herself into a half-
shark/half-woman form) and Battle Dragon (that is Barry Dragon, the
son of Dark Dragon and Battle Axe).

The Sex-Dolls are commercially-sold, computerized, mechanical
Perfect Women™. They are literally sex-dolls, sold to whoever can
afford expensive, high-quality pseudo-women to fornicate with. They
can’t fly but are capable of amazing super leaps. And they have been
hacked by an unnamed, outside source.

More on Rapture as our story unfolds.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

I have yet to , actually, read SD 331 as Midtown is still processing the
order. But, this letter is more about things as a whole. I'm frozen-in at my
parents’ house. They’re binge watching “THE PUNISHER” and I've been
reorganizing my comic boxes and rereading your letter columns. It was a
letter in issue 66’s letter pages. I thought ‘wow, this guy, I agree with,--
yes, the letter ended up being mine from years ago saying about the same
things is say now BUT with one big change. If you can financially release
a Highbrow one-shot or something-- I would be all about it. back then, I
didn’t want it. That’s me in a nutshell, always wanting the opposite of what
he’s getting. I figure you check out your Savage Dragon timeline every now
and again, however, just in case--

Finally, over the years, I no longer consider you today’s Jack Kirby.
I mean, I love that you are influenced or inspired by both good and bad
comics from all eras BUT after realizing the years you have been a
professional, I think it’s safe to label you a classic comic creator which
means you're today’s Erik Larsen.

It has been decades since I waited so excitedly over a series’ next
issue. you are the comic creator I never thought existed. Growing up,
my favorite comic guy was grant Morrison. I started this endeavor after
reading an eleven page story in G.I. Joe featuring storm shadow. then, I
came across an issue of zenith. I completed the trilogy and became a loyal
fan of the British invasion. I bought “Animal Man” because I am a huge
animal rights guy and noticed grant’s name once again. I purchased all his
Doom Patrol from a fifty cent box. but, my favorites were” SKRULL KILL
KREW?” and the comic that covered about everything I was interested in
at that time; “THE INVISIBLES”--every issue , every trade, and , finally,
the huge complete omnibus. Now, I loved this guy’s writing but, like other
favorites, he was not about creating an ongoing (rest of his life) comic
series. Then you came along. A serialized legacy told in real-time about
a universe that was crafted with the emotion, passion, and creativity Jack
Kirby produced decades earlier. the creator, selflessly, filled each issue
with back-ups, letter pages and super-sized issues. the highbrow universe
is the creation of a critical favorite who stated early-on that once this comic
was introduced, he would continue writing, drawing, inking, (sometime)
lettering it. it has the best ensemble of guest-stars, highbrow supporting
cast, and incredible status-quo events. I loved “MARS ATTACKS
IMAGE” a great deal. why? because all those other “big change events”
from other publishers never leaves much of a lasting change. Years later,
the tech, destruction, etc. are still felt. earth highbrow is (in my mind) still
a savage world with secrets from below, above, and right in front of us all.
other creator-owned characters just show-up sometimes for a panel like
Madman, Maxx, everybody that attended issue 42’s celebrity wedding.
tech-wise, Bat Man and Robin were never there nor Peter Parker but I know
that the Highbrow universe (savage version) is populated by every comic
character ever read.

Thank-you, Erik, for loving what you do and changing directions every
half a year or so. thanks for allowing your dream to enhance each and every
one of us. here’s to bigger events, bigger inter-tangled SP?) generations,
and serialized adventures where the title character might not even show up
in an issue.

sincerely,

Matthew Cashel

And then...

Dear Erik,

1, finally, received SAVAGE DRAGON 231 and I loved it. In fact, and
this is not just ass kissing, your highbrow universe is MY FAVORITE
COMIC out of all comics. Notice I didn’t say ‘superhero comics’ but all. I
enjoy it more than any other critically acclaimed book.
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