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Sadly, racism is everywhere and not likely to go away anytime soon.
It’s less prevalent in some areas than others but it exists regardless.
Thankfully, a lot of good people are doing their part to try and make a
better world for everybody but there will always be those fighting against
equality and social justice. The thing is--with a lot of people--they simply
don’t see it ot it just doesn’t register. People don’t always know what’s
appropriate or inappropriate to say because they’ve never dealt with that
situation before. Sometimes racism is simply white people awkwardly
fumbling the ball in a spectacular fashion. That white guy going into the
Hockey Hall of Fame had a split second to say or not say something and
he could be just as embarrassed by his “zinger” as you might hope he’d
be--or not.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

Do you print e-mails as well as old-school, ordinary, regular letters? I'm
gonna go ahead and share my thoughts with you in case you like them enough
to print them.

I’'m a 29 year old who has been a fan of comics his whole life, but have only
been reading and collecting single issues since 2015, around the time Marvel
rebooted “Star Wars”. Only now that [ have less time to read have I discovered
the joys of little serialized “cliff-hangery” adventures which you have to wait
for about four or more weeks to discover the continuation of.

Before that, I was more into manga, european, graphic novels, or maybe
compilations of comic-books from before the ‘90s (I'm particular fond of
John Byrne’s run of the Fantastic Four, not only because of its excellent
quality but also because my dear granny bought its collected edition for me
when I was little. The search for joy among the sadness of her very recent
passing is probably the reason why I'm writing this letter/e-mail).

I have also been a great follower, defender (and small-time author back
in the day) of webcomics, which are are also serialized and require waiting
between installments (And are more affordable for the consumer. Free,
actually). But now I find nothing can beat the charm of physical media.
Besides, It seems easier to wait between full installments of 20 pages
separated by a month than updates of a solitary page or strip even if they
come in a shorter amount of time.

So. One day I came across issues #201 to #211 of Savage Dragon in a back-
issue bin of a Spanish comic-book store. They don’t usually have back-issues
of contemporary USA comics in Madrid, only the Spanish editions of said
comics if they have one, which Savage Dragon doesn’t (at least it doesn’t have
it now), so I guess someone had been ordering them using Previews and then
hadn’t bothered to actually buy them, or for whatever reason had returned
them. Anyway I felt #201 was a pretty cute number from which to start a
collection in case I liked the series.

Now, I hadn’t actually heard about Savage Dragon (or Erik Larsen for that
matter) up to that point at all. I didn’t know this series had been such a big
part of the foundation of Image. I knew Image was kind of a big company that
published independent comic-books, but I thought they where mostly famous
because of “The Walking Dead” and the works of Brian K. Vaughan. I also
had heard about Todd McFarlane’s “Spawn” but didn’t know it was Image and
hadn’t strike me as “independent”, it being a superhero book and all. I have
informed myself since then.

On a side note, I now know Savage Dragon is actually famous, but I'm
under the impression it’s still strongly because of its first era back in the ‘90s. I
could be absolutely wrong. But I still think you should probably find some way
to advertise the current issues so new readers would be interested in checking
them even if they don’t accidentally come across them. Come to think of it,
nobody ever advertises comics the way they advertise films or TV series.

The point s, I actually DID come across issue #201, and loved it. I liked that
it didn’t seem to actually be the beginning of a storyline but neither it was in
the middle of any particular one, nor it was specifically a self-contained issue,
but rather it was a continuing chapter in the lives of the characters within. I
liked the day-to-day human “naturalism” and sex mixed up with great super-
hero action and sci-fi elements. I liked that the drawings, while good and
pleasing to the eye, were not particularly detailed and even at times had an
“unfinished” style to them (I later found issue #229 to be the biggest offender
of that). I liked that the effort was rather put into the story and characters and
so they seemed (and were) well-defined and three-dimensional.

AndIlikedthattheir dialogues and actions were reasonably comprehensible
for a new reader, even though they were lots of them being (re)introduced
every turn of the page: Dart, Malcolm, Maxine, Tierra.... Having read some
more issues since then, I have noticed that you consistently make a very
good job at that: Making almost all of them organically accessible to casual
readers without compromising the flow of continuity and even without the
need of a summary box. Most other ongoing series seem impenetrable, even
some first issues if they take place in shared universes (I remember picking
“Extraordinary X-men #1” and being like “what the fuck...?”)

I have started ordering your series through Previews starting with #227,
which clearly was another good beginning, since it’s actually labelled as “A
New Beginning” in the cover and features the title character’s family starting
anew life, which is great. I regret that I missed #226, which has a great cover
as well, with Trump in pursuit of the characters and what not. My local comic
store, while being great and lovable, has been as of yet incapable of getting me
that particular back issue. I might actually end up buying it through Amazon
for a little unreasonable price which includes shipping costs (did I mention
I’m writing from Madrid?), unless you suggest another way of getting it. Or
I might just get the corresponding TPB, even though that would mean having
the pages of #227 repeated.

In conclusion: Congratulations on being able to catch brand new readers in
the middle of your (as of yet) 25 year-old continuing fiction without requiring
them to start reading from the very beginning. Not every writer is capable of
such feat.

Lovingly,

FJ Garcia.

‘Well, cool! Glad that worked out for you. It’s not always easy to catch
readers up simply and eloquently. In a book set in real time, a lot can
happen in a given year and even a given issue and it’s not possible to
include a summary that succinctly catches up readers on all of it.

I do what I can and I’m happy to find that it worked for you.

And, yes, I print emails, in fact the vast majority of the mail I print
is emails. And they work better for me because they don’t require me
retyping anything. So, please--email!

Dear Erik,

So the first thing I noticed about issue 231 is the introduction of Ferran
Delgado on letters. It looks good, and fits your art, but as you pointed out,
changing something like this really stands out. Maybe I’'m wrong, but I think
Ferran is only the fifth person to letter this book, after Chris Eliopoulos, John
Workman, Tom Orzechowski and yourself. So far, though, so good.

The opening scene was certainly eye-catching, but it did take me a few
minutes to piece everything together. I think Alison Summers only turned
into a shark-woman a few times, so I kind of forgot about that power. And
the fact that she has a baby is new information. The baby is clearly related
to the Dragons, although that took some effort for me to connect that to her
relationship with young Barry. And Barry was descended from an alternate-
Earth Dragon and Battle Axe, I think? This next generation of Dragons is
getting confusing. Maybe I need to draw some family trees. I'm sure you’ll
remind of us the important information as this story unfolds. I don’t really need
to know the whole story to appreciate a shark-woman bursting through a wall.

An alternate Malcolm in Dimension-X doesn’t help the clarity issue.
Maybe it’s simple, and he’ll just help the women get back to Earth. But I never
know with this book. Maybe he’ll come with them and become a recurring
character. Maybe he’ll be a regular and marry Angel and they’ll have babies.
Maybe he’ll become the main character if you kill off “our” Malcolm. When
you throw us a wild card, it really can go any which way. That’s part of the
fun, of course, but it’s sometimes daunting to see the beginning of a story that
might play out over years. Either way, I’ll be here to read it, so I can’t complain.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

You can add Rus Wooton to that list as well. He lettered a couple
issues along the way, filling in for Chris Eliopoulos (and Joe Caramagna
lettered a few pages in Savage Dragon Archives, vol. nine--if you’d like to
count him). But largely, yeah.

I do wrestle sometimes with how much information is too much
information and what is absolutely necessary. In the case of Dart here--
for those in the know it’s the former head of the Vicious Circle breaking
into a building to take her lovechild. For those not in the know--it’s a
shark-woman bursting through a wall and taking a baby with a i’ fin on
its head.

And I’ll be the first to admit things can get confusing with alternate
realities in play. But I’ll do my best to keep things comprehensible.

Dear Erik at Fin Addicts,

Wow, [ am truly becoming a Fin Addict! The ending of issue 231 has me
jazzed for the next issue. So, Rapture had still another child and this one
has grown up to look like another Savage Dragon? I mean, Malcolm has the
beard, so this new Dragon appears to be so much younger. Anyhow, this is all
speculation from me, but I'm enjoying the story a lot.

Now I had no idea who that ferocious changeling lady was at the beginning
of the issue (perhaps I should re-read?), but she has pretty blue eyes.

I'm also continuing to enjoy the back-and-forth between Toronto and
Dimension-X. Maxine’s “A Blue Jay is better than a Yankee” t-shirt had me
laughing. The reality show stuff is amusing, but I was wondering when does
the camera crew leave? They didn’t seem to be around when Malcolm was
out looking for the Perfect Woman™ or when Kevin and Maxine’s mom are
snuggling on the couch. I guess it’s not a 24-hour operation.

In closing, I'd just like to add that the letter page continues to be awesome!
Aquaria is good, too!

Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

‘Well, cool.

The changeling woman is the evil Dart who was the head of the Vicious
Circle for some time. She’s able to turn into a shark-like humanoid
because she was bitten by Mako when she killed him and some of his
blood got into hers.

The camera crew comes and goes. They can’t follow Malcolm
everywhere. If he’s jumping around on the rooftops they can’t keep after
him. Also, there are times when they’re not around. They don’t stay in the
apartment 24 hours a day and film the Dragons sleeping for example.

Rapture’s Dimension-X son is Michael and while he was conceived
around the same time Malcolm was--it was a different Rapture in an
alternate reality and she was kept on ice for a short while. In terms of
awake and alive time--he’s about three years younger than Malcolm or
approximately 18 years old.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: At last: Dimension-X!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Not sure what happened but this one got away from me. It took far

longer to do than it had a right to. I have no excuses.

Greetings Erik,

Just wanted to pop a quick email to say I’'m excited about the final reveal
this issue and the return of Rapture, especially ironic given Malcolm’s
comment earlier in the issue that Kevin and he don’t have a mother. I have
trouble keeping track given all the alternate worlds, but this is neither Kevin
nor Malcolm’s actual mother, but a parallel version of her, correct?

Also somehow, given the fact that three major characters spent the entire
issue undressed, the sexual content this issue was noticeable toned down from
the last couple issues. Only one panel with white body fluids! That’s restraint
if I've ever seen it!

Also wanted to say that I miss the Image comic board, I didn’t post there
often, and it had definitely declined in popularity over time, but I did enjoy
following the conversations there. At least the letter column is still around!

Abbot Henderson
Tuscaloosa, AL

The Image Message Boards seem to have run their course. It was
getting pretty quiet in there. I’m happy to have that conversation moved
here. The beauty of a letters page in a comic book is that it’s always here.
It will forever be part of the book, whereas messages on message boards
eventually get shuffled far from view and get lost to the sands of time. I
like that they’re a mini-time capsule, commenting on the issues of the day,
permanently affixed to the issue in which they appeared.

And, yes, you are correct. That is not their actual physical mother
but a Rapture from one of Darklord’s pods, who has spent years in
Dimension-X.

Hello Erik,

Savage Dragon is off the rails! You weren’t kidding about taking the

gloves off when it comes to graphic sex/nudity content in the book. That was
a LOT of bodily fluid happening in that sex scene in issue 229. And how was
it dripping from her mouth? Mechanics aside, I have always appreciated how
the book goes through different phases where there is a tonal shift from what
has come before. The important thing is that you are having fun and the work
is keeping you creatively engaged. If you get bored, we all suffer. It’s your
book and you can obviously do what you want. I’'m just happy to get to go
along for the ride.
I noticed a Facebook post the other day about a Savage Dragon movie and
how it could never happen and still be completely loyal or indicative of the
source material. I agree wholeheartedly with that statement. Where I disagree
is whether or not that is necessarily a bad thing. In the same way I enjoy seeing
other artists interpretations of Savage Dragon (Art Adams is still one of my
favorites), seeing a filmmakers interpretation of the Savage Dragon mythos
would still have the potential to be interesting and entertaining for us fans.

There would obviously be some risk as with any artistic endeavor because
our minds can’t unsee things that we are exposed to. For example, I can’t
go back and re-read the Hunger Games books without picturing Jennifer
Lawrence in my head. I think this risk is less with comic books, though
because the fans already have such a rich visual encyclopedia of knowledge.

I remember reading a Sin City letter column where some fan was asking
when the film was coming out. Frank Miller’s response was “What? You
don’t like the way I draw it?”(paraphrased). Of course, years later he changed
his tune, but I think the point is that there’s room for both to exist without
harming or detracting from the other.

Drew Woodworth

For every good movie there are 20 bad ones. Do I want a movie
like the Fantastic Four or Daredevil or Elektra or Howard the Duck
or Catwoman or any of the horrendous Batman movies or most of the
Spider-Man movies or Barb wire or every RoboCop movie after the first
one? No, I do not. Do I want to go down to Hollywood and go to pitch
meeting after pitch meeting trying to sell the idea? No, I do not. Do I want
to read through script after script, making revisions and then fighting
with people over what can and can’t be in a movie based on characters I
created? No, I do not.

But mostly--I’m fine with having my words and my voice being the
definitive version of the Savage Dragon. I don’t need outside validation.
In this world I have complete control and I have the final word and I don’t
have to piss away months and months doing shit I don’t want to do to
make a product I’m not happy with.

And, yeah--money does change everything. If some producer dropped
a few million dollars in my lap and I didn’t have to do a goddamned thing
it’d be a different story. I’d cash my check and hold my nose like the rest
of them.

Hey Erik,

I’ve been an admirer of your work from your Amazing Spider-Man days
and I just had to let you know how much I’ve loved the amount of Savage
Dragon comic books we’ve been getting recently. How has that schedule been

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

for you? I imagine it’s taken a gargantuan effort on your part to get the issues
out so frequently. Well, it’s been much appreciated! What are the chances of
you continuing that pace for the foreseeable? It’s been impressive that there
hasn’t been even a slight drop in quality. You’ve been knocking it out of the
park every issue for quite some time now. Heck, I wouldn’t have known these
last few issues had been drawn on different size art boards if you hadn’t told
everyone. I’'m amazed (and I'm sure you were relieved) that those pages came
together so seamlessly.

About the increased amount of sex and nudity in the book...There’s a part
of me that finds it amusing that the consensual sexcapades of a young couple
could be considered controversial in this day and and age (y’know, what with
the internet being a thing). At the same time I do find the scenes with Maxine
and Malcolm a little embarrassing. There’s always been sex and violence in
SD but I always felt that it was part of what made the book so cool and edgy
at the beginning. Whereas recently it’s become a book that I wouldn’t want to
leave around the house! But it certainly hasn’t put me off of buying the book
and SD is still the first comic I read when I get back from my LCS.

As 1 have said, there’s always been a lot of nudity in SD over the years
but you've always kind of teased it. Now that you have shown all of your
main female characters completely nude do you worry that you may have
“demystified” them? That is, do think you would be able to go back to teasing
nudity effectively if you ever wanted to? Oh yeah, that last page reveal on SD
#2307? Just a beautiful piece of work. As to Raptures declaration that “these
men have needs...” well I am assuming you are going to throw us a curveball
on this one. Can’t wait to find out what happens there.

I’ve noticed that in a few places (letters page, twitter, fin-cast) you’ve
made mention of making back up scripts available to artists to try out and
work on their craft. Any chance you could email me one of these? This request
doesn’t come with any expectations of getting a critique from you, I know you
are a busy dude. Whilst the fantasy might be to get something printed in SD
I know that is far from reality. I would just like the opportunity to read and
work on a script by one of my favourite cartoonists.

Keep making your comic your way Erik and I’ll keep reading it.

Steve Newbold
England

Nudity will come and go. There I no new normal--ever. Part of the
nature of the book is that anything goes and anything includes, well,
anything.

As far as backups go--1 don’t just write those up for everybody. Those
are tailor-made for individuals that have expressed interest in drawing
one and showing me that they have the ability to do the job. If I was
writing scripts for any and everybody I’d have no time to make the rest of
the comic book!

Dear Fin Addicts!

Oh, man! I was bowled over by Issue #228! However, first a confession:
Sorry to say, but I haven’t read an issue of Savage Dragon since maybe #150?
(I’'m a sucker for those landmark issues, but somehow I missed issue 200)
Still, with all the stories I missed, I was captivated by all the new characters
and where the current story took me.

Paul Dragon is dead and I missed the funeral? Oh well, I still got to hear
about it.

Malcolm Dragon is Paul’s son and is married to HOT Maxine and they
have three kids? And they’re still making out any time and any way they can? I
definitely didn’t expect that! (Amazing visuals and sound effects, by the way).

Kevin is apparently Malcolm’s brother (from another mother?) and is a chick
magnet! Wow, and he makes out with Maxine’s Mom? (More amazing visuals!)

Malcolm’s battle with the Seeker was thrilling (I wasn’t disappointed by the
lack of involved backstory because I'm new to the scene, man!). I especially
liked how Malcolm said “He last showed up in Issue #106.” Hilarious!

And as I used to before, I loved the letter column: Such honest answers!
And now I'm sorry I missed the Donald Trump issue. By the way, speaking
of racism, the opening page of 228 and the realistic depiction of the Hockey
Hall of Fame both drew me in and chilled me (sorry, bad pun!). I went to the
Hockey Hall of Fame a few years ago at the same time I was attending the Fan
Expo Convention in Toronto. Having enjoyed the experience of the HHOF
(I especially loved seeing the old purple and gold of the old L.A. Kings’
jerseys!), on my way out a Caucasian guy in his 20’s with his family says to
me (an African-American from Los Angeles) “Hey, this isn’t the basketball
hall of fame, it’s the hockey hall of fame!” Well, since I was on my way out
anyway, [ didn’t say a word. I just ignored him and left (in retrospect, the only
thing I could’ve thought of to say at that time would’ve been “S0?”). I was just
shocked that such racism still carries on.

Anyway, getting back to the issue, after getting through those first two
pages, [ was fine and I'm looking forward to future issues!

Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

Your guesses were pretty good, Alan, but Kevin is the son of Rapture
(just like Malcolm is) but from another reality (this one, actually,
Malcolm came to this Earth via Dimension-X years ago, after his--and
Dragon’s--Earth was destroyed).
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