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up here and Dragon, Mighty Man, Turtles, etc. have appeared in Big Bang. I
asked you, once, if “1963” was part of Highbrow’s universe. well, Big Bang
heroes meet and fight the 1963 characters in issue 35.

I always wonder about the beginning of a universe’s birth like Marvel with
the celestials and DC with the other big important gods I can’t remember. I
just wanted to make sure they are from Highbrow’s past or if they contradict
a future issue that digs up the past.

Back to the issue at hand. A Maxine scene showcasing her mother’s sex
life. Then, Malcolm and KEVIN! I love Kevin and I enjoy the fact that this
generation we’ll get to see more of the children growing up. Maxine enjoying
her hobby. I would have preferred two pages of the following Dimension-X
scene to help progress some of the more important events.

I really, hope we’re going to see major ramifications of the merged
memories-that would mess everyone up. Some guy that, on another earth,
was married to him hates and attacks the innocent man and kills him. Imagine
being a murderer on one earth and a nice guy on the other earth. Those
memories would feel so real... it’d fuck anyone up.

1 did like the Malcolm and Maxine conversation and the foreshadowing of
things to come. My heart goes out to Kevin-he seems so lonely. Fight scene
involving a plot we no nothing about but we do get to hear the SNIKT SFX!!!

Last scene is treasured as are any scenes in Dimension-X or a spotlight on
three of my favorite characters.

I feel your pain concerning the loss of money publishing a second
Highbrow comic. I'm just happy to have a monthly S.D. title but if you ever do
get better sales, I'm dying for a team book. Hell, I wouldn’t care if Malcolm
joined a team from Canada in the regular title. There’s just so many great
characters and events that deserve to be given some space.

This real time thing is over fifty percent of the reason I love this soap opera
(closing in on epic territory) is witnessing the aging of characters, culture,
hair styles, info like Alex shared the other issue regarding texting and stuff,
etc. but it scares me that I won’t see older characters in some scenes... I fear
they’ll just fade away. Hell, i want to see Barbaric’s kid and William’s and so
on. Yeah, I want my cake and to eat it and another, as well. A huge number
of characters and past events exploring the cosmic side of the universe AND
tons of new baddies and goodies.

I blame your 100 page specials for doing this to me. It’s like I have two
opposing strands of thought concerning all this stuff. Mind-fucks! You
bastich! See, that’s what would be happening to every character in your
universe. Anyway, end of ramble except the whole big bang vs 1963 B.B. #35
and still remaining very canon-ish with Highbrow throughout. Yeah, this is
what you get for my love!

Sincerely,

Matt Cashel

The thing is, Matt, that if you followed the threads based on characters
meeting other characters--there’s no end to it all! Savage Dragon met
Superman, which puts the entire DCU in play and Savage Dragon met
Spider-Man and that puts the whole Marvel Universe in play. Where do
you stop? Where do you draw the line?

Do I keep Big Bang history or 1963 history in mind when I write
Savage Dragon stories? No, I do not. Do I concern myself with
contradicting Marvel or DC continuity? No, I do not. The way I think of
it is that every universe is populated with its own characters and included
in that mix are versions of other characters that exist in other universes,
which may be subtly different. When characters crossover, that’s where
events in both universes coincide. So the DCU version of Savage Dragon
met Superman and my universe’s Superman met Savage Dragon. That
crossover counts for both universes. So while, in some way, the 1963
characters have met characters that have met characters in some reality--
I’m not bound by those events. Somewhere in my universe there may exist
versions of the 1963 characters but they’re not necessarily THE version of
those characters from the 1963 book.

Hi Erik,

First time I’'m writing in. I missed out on Dragon when it first came out 25
years ago and put off picking it up.

About a year ago, [ started reading it from the very first mini series and I
am so happy I did. I'm disappointed that it took me this long to get to it. I am
also picking up the new issues as they come out and reading them as well. It’s
making for an interesting reading experience.

The move to Toronto pulled me in and I’ve been enjoying it.

Your artwork is fantastic and I love how much fun I am having reading
these. Fun gets left out of too many comics these days. Anyway, I just wanted
to drop a line and say you have a new reader. Dragon has been added to my
pull list. No questions yet as I am still immersing myself into this fantastic
comic. Thank you again and congratulations on 25 years of Image Comics.

Zac Goyetter

Thanks for giving the book a try.

Erik,

Are we really that different here? Yes, unfortunately we are. I don’t like
defending Trump and don’t like the un-presidential stuff he says. But he
is president and I do defend the agenda. As I mentioned, I like low taxes,
freedom of speech and the repeal of unconstitutional Obama legislation.
Trump is trying to do most of that, with varying results.

My ire is directed at constant attacks from the media that distort the
man’s views and intentions. You said, “Trump has been a disaster.” No, he
hasn’t. Certain things about his administration have been disastrous. Other
administrations have been similar, but the media hasn’t been as primed with
hate as they are now. You intimate that Trump supporters are “driving cars
into people.” I'm sorry, that is ridiculous. Trump didn’t force that nut to drive
his car into a crowd, and he didn’t do it because he was a Trump supporter.

That moron happens to be from my hometown (Florence, KY), so I've seen
a lot of local reports on him that say he was a racist idiot long before he
ever heard of Donald Trump. You admitted there were extremists on both
sides. They rarely have anything to do with specific candidates. Trump is not
forcing racists to hurt people!

What are the crimes you list that make Donald Trump one step below
Satan? He has “thousands of conflicts of interest.” So what? Any president
with a life before the office does! He has tried to limit them from what I've
seen. “People have been coming and going--he can’t keep a consistent staff.”
That is a problem, but what president hasn’t had a fluid staff? “He’s constantly
saying and doing the wrong thing.” I concede the point mostly, but so what?
He says dumb shit. Joe Biden said worse for eight years, including shouting
“racist!” anytime Republicans disagreed with him on anything. I didn’t notice
you or any media outlet denouncing him. You’re right, Trump wasn’t my
“guy.” But he got the nomination and was my only choice. I don’t “embrace”
him, but I respect him as the President of the United States.

Erik, I love to debate with intelligent, rational people, which you have
more than proven yourself to be. But all this gets away from my main points,
which are:

1. I don’t care to see President Trump unfairly denigrated in yet another
media attack, doing things he has not really done (recommending the deaths
of immigrants). You didn’t address my point of Trump being portrayed badly
in the next issue of Savage Dragon, so I can only presume my worst fears are
true. I have no desire to read that.

2. If you did attack the President, I would prefer you use an analog. You
can do anything you want with “President Stump” and [ would not have cared.
This would have left room in the reader’s mind for parody.

3. I am so tired of media attacks on Trump that I will stop reading and
buying Savage Dragon. I don’t want to, but I have to draw the line somewhere.
This is supposed to be a fun action/adventure/sci-fi/superhero book. Not
where I come to get my President, whose general agenda I support, trashed
beyond belief with things he hasn’t even done.

Thank you for your time and interest in having a dialog with your readers.
In the end we must agree to disagree.

Best,

Jerry Smith
Erlanger, KY

Okay, now you’re flat out putting words in my mouth.

‘We all individually want low taxes for ourselves. Everybody wants to
pay as little as they can, personally. At the same time, we also all want to
drive on paved roads and have our children go to schools and have police
and firefighters and all the rest. At some point those numbers don’t add up.

The problem is--guys in the 1% get disproportionately relieved of
their tax burden. The working class gets tossed a temporary bone and
made to feel that they’re being helped but they’re really not being helped
in the long run because programs that help the poor will be the first
things to get the axe when there’s a budget shortfall. They’ll be looking
at gutting Medicare and all the rest. Tax reform is a big giveaway to the
rich. But hey--the rich are briefly cutting your taxes so--they must really
be looking out for your best interests.

If we’re talking about the overall benefit to the people in this country--
taxes should be raised on the rich and lowered for the poor. And if you
think there’s no incentive to getting rich--that’s crazy--the rich just have
to work harder to make more money to compensate for their loss and
historically--that’s what happens. The rich don’t throw in the towel and
stop trying to make more money. That’s nonsense.

No, not all Trump supporters are driving cars into people. And,
sure, that guy was probably a prick and had been for years but he still
supported Trump and he still drove a car into people. You may not like it
that members of the KKK and people calling themselves Nazis supported
Trump but it’s not inaccurate to say that. Trump isn’t forcing people to
hurt people and I never claimed otherwise. It’s unfair to put words in my
mouth and than argue with the words you had me say.

I never said Trump was one step below Satan. Again, those are
your words--not mine. I’m just telling stories here. I have a handful of
characters acting in a way that compels a narrative.

As for your specific points:

1. Trump wasn’t in the next issue of Savage Dragon or the one after
that--or any upcoming issues. Savage Dragon #226 was a one-off.

2. Since I didn’t have the president say a word--I didn’t think that was
necessary. I’ve referred to other presidents by name--it would seem odd
to call this one something else.

3. Do whatever you like but with the knowledge that #226 was an
unusual issue and that President Trump will not have much of a presence
in the book with or without you as a reader. Malcolm has relocated to
Canada and his adventures will be focused there.

I’ve mentioned or shown every American president since this book
began back in 1992. President Clinton, President Bush and President
Obama have all made appearances. It made sense to include President
Trump in the comic as well. The book is not about politics butitissetin a
real-ish world so I’ll touch on real people at times.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: A new menace.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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Paul was never my favorite character. In fact, I loved the book, more and
more, as the “supporting” cast grew. I do enjoy solo hero books but I grew
up a Claremont X-Men fan and I loved team books with a creative historical
mythology that layered more and more over the years.

I'm very excited to follow Malcolm’s upcoming exploits in a new
neighborhood with new good guys, bad guys, and normal humans. But I
would rather a blending of eras over a cut-off from those still living characters
from the last 25 years. She-Dragon may not be green or super anymore but
she, along with ALEX and WILLIAM, still have great untapped potential. In
fact, many of Highbrow’s characters are not that old and a murderous mass
killing of these older characters would feel wrong. I would enjoy seeing many
of the original cast grow old and stay healthy and relevant.

Now, the big one: The “X” rating SD has recently acquired. I am not a
prude by any means and SD has always been frisky and shocking in the past.
My only worry is I would hate for such a creative mythology to be tagged as a
sex book. I, myself, am more excited concerning new characters, mythology of
the ravaged Earth, and occasional appearances by awesome guest stars. That’s
what I loved about the early days, you gave us the quirky/strange baddies and
guest starred the more “era designs” from Jim Lee, Liefeld, Silvestri, etc. I'd
like to see some KILLER new bad dudes and creatively brilliant new members
of s.0.s. and freak force. | WANT, I WANT, I WANT- hey, it’s only because I
care and want both new characters, teams, etc. and old characters, teams, etc.
1 want it all and as much as I love sex-stuff, I don’t want that to be the label
this creative bastard child of Marvel 1961-1994 and D.C. 1970-2000 retaining
and improving the image era and influences of the greats (both known and not
known) is, instead, labeled “the comic medium’s best mythology.”

Thank-you for your time and ever-evolving creativity... but never give
up classic archetypes, if Star looks like Spidey-SO? they act completely
differently. Alex looks like Iron Man? Well, she ain’t. I want a Wolverine
and Deathlok and Ghost Rider/Johnny Blaze with awesome sideburns, etc.
archetypes that act nothing like their similarly designed costumes. hell, show
me a comic character that DOESN’T look anything like a previous comic
character? GO NUTS! AND HAVE FUN!

Sincerely,

Matthew Cashel

Will do.

But honestly, I’d rather create new characters from whole cloth than
add more slightly reworked versions of other people’s characters. Marvel
has enough versions of Spider-Man running around, we certainly don’t
need more from me.

I do love the old characters but superheroes are like athletes. They’re
at their best when they’re at their physical peak. I’ll touch on the old-
timers now and again, so don’t despair, but the torch has been passed.

Savage Dragon is rated M/Mature. Sometimes that means a smattering
of swear words and sometimes a bit more but it’s unlikely to ever settle in
as a “sex book” on an ongoing basis.

Dear Erik,

The first thing I noticed about issue 229 is some pretty loose art. Angel
on page one looks almost as cartoony as when she was a little kid. Was this a
conscious decision, an attempt at a new technique? Or is this, as you said in
the letters page, due to trying to catch up on the schedule? I won’t use the word
“rushed” but it wouldn’t surprise me if other fans do. I don’t mind an issue
now and again looking like this, but hopefully it’s not a permanent change.

And of course, we have another graphic sex scene. I get the feeling that
these might be creeping out some people, but Maxine’s hospital visit proves
that these scenes aren’t pointless. Just like Malcolm’s threesome days, which
seemed gratuitous, there are some serious consequences. It remains to be seen
if you’re actually bringing another baby into this family, but so far they look
pretty resilient.

I do wonder about this pasty butler, Eric Finley. I guess you’ll probably
need to introduce some new, Toronto-based villains instead of just having
everybody follow Malcolm from Chicago. He’s got a neat look, but I have to
wonder if he’s supposed to look like paste or like cum. Having that scene with
him choking his boss in the same issue as Maxine’s newest bedroom hobby
might be the reason my mind went to the gutter. I guess the question is, am [
the pervert, or is it you?

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

‘Why not both?

As mentioned last issue, #229 was drawn much smaller than usual and
that resulted in me doing things in a somewhat different manner. Pages
couldn’t help but look somewhat different.

It all stemmed from the cover. I’d had the idea of Maxine picking a
finger out of her hair but when I tried to draw it large--it just wasn’t
working for me. So I went the opposite direction and drew it small. That
worked out okay so when it came time to draw the rest of the issue I decided
to do more of the same. The results were, I’ll admit, somewhat mixed.

PREGNANT??2?!!!

Congratulations, Erik.

Savage Dragon use to be at the bottom of my Wednesday reading stack
because [ wanted to save the best until last. Now it’s at the top because I can’t
wait to see what happens next!

And Page 47?? Wow, you did it again. Maxine against the wall, upside
down. Still shockingly funny the second time. Everybody at my LCS is talking
about Savage Dragon. How can they not? I hope that translates into sales!

But seriously, back to the pregnancy. Wow! Another baby! Damn, this
book is so full of surprises lately, I can’t believe it. This book is on fire. It
makes me wonder if any of this would have happened in Chicago, or if the
move to Canada has rejuvenated all sorts of brain cells in your head. Every

plot, sub-plot, character, and moment has captured my full attention. Just
turning the page makes me giddy with anticipation.

The cover of #229 had a great ick-factor. Malcolm just got his eye blown
out, and his hand chopped off, and now he loses some fingers again! Anything
can happen in this book. Anything.

The one thing you left out of the book and the letter column was the villain
name of Eric the butler. He described himself as “the toxic sludge you see
before you. “ Any chance that’s his name? The Toxic Sludge? Or just Toxic?
Or just Sludge? He isn’t dead, so it’s safe to assume he’ll be back. Or not, if
M and M leave Canada without another encounter. Having killed Sterling
Morris, he got the revenge he wanted. And when he saw Malcolm talking to
his kids, he obviously had no interest in fighting Malcolm any more. It would
be interesting, (and a real Larsen move), if he simply vanished and we never
see him again. This could happen if Trump were removed from the presidency
tomorrow (my daily hope).

You have been introducing your American readers to weird aspects of
Canadian culture. So I have to ask, is there really a Poop Café in Toronto or
did you make that up? I’'m not sure which one is easier to believe. Either truth
is hilarious.

I’ve got to close out with another round of appreciation for Maxine, the
horniest woman I’ve ever seen in mainstream comics. Her increased zest for
sex (as if it could get any zestier) at the bottom of page 8 is so wacky. I love it.

It’s a good thing Malcolm is super-powered, because no normal human
being in SD could keep up with her. I'm surprised being a mom hasn’t tired
her out just a little. And another one on the way. I can’t even begin to imagine
what that’s going to be like. You might have to change the title to Savage
Dragon Family, or maybe give the kids their own spin off title in a few years.
(Mini-Dragons). Or maybe the back up features you have now beyond the
letter column will be devoted to the kids” adventures.

So much to look forward to!

Daniel McMasters

There is indeed a Poop Café in Toronto. I am not shitting you.

Erik,

I loved this issue -- starting with the cover. Especially once the scenario
it teased came true inside! For me it had just the right mix of action, story,
humor, drama, adult content and fun. The pace at which it cycled between plot
lines was perfect.

Honestly I was quite surprised about the new pregnancy! Very clever, and
I'm psyched to see where it goes. For what it’s worth, I for one am hoping
the Mei and Kevin relationship develops too. I think that would be pretty
interesting to explore.

I wanted to ask why Maxine refers to Kevin as Malcolm’s brother? And
request for more adventures of “the three women in space” because I find the
space part exciting and the three women fascinating together. They’ve made
a lot of progress out there dealing with what they went through on Earth but
not much literal progress, so I hope they can either break through the situation
they’re stuck in or perhaps head back out again later for more.

So I noticed that the other major publishers have engaged in some
creative counting to renumber their titles and push them away from #ls to
acknowledge their history. If anyone should be able to do that legitimately it’s
you, even if you only included the first mini-series and Image specials, and
ignored anything you didn’t do yourself. Especially now after ‘the merging’
in-(TSD)-universe alongside the big 25th anniversary year in real life. Have
you thought about it?

Thanks for the comics and congrats on the Inkwell award!

Dan Gibson

‘While I have regretted starting with a Savage Dragon miniseries for
decades, the thought of renumbering the book in any way has never been
a serious consideration. I’d gain--what--three issues? Five? I'd rather
just keep things as they are and leave the number crunching shenanigans
to the other guys.

As for why it refers to Kevin as Malcolm’s brother--it’s because they
are brothers! Well, half-brothers at least. Rapture had a couple children
in this reality. Kevin’s parents were Rapture and an old Dragon foe
named SkullFace. She also had a daughter named Marsha Bradley who is
part of the newly reformed Freak Force.

Erik,

I only just read SD 228, and 229 is already out! I can’t keep up!

I like the pace and storytelling of a family being acclimated to a new
city and reality. It’s funny how Malcolm seems to bring up the clichés (beer,
hockey), and Maxine is the one that is more open minded and excited about
things like our “bagged milk”

When Kevin tells him he doesn’t HAVE to drink Canadian beer, it made
me laugh.

Speaking of bagged milk, “that” scene, huh, you know when you
asked how far you’d have to take SD before we jump off? For me, you are
approaching that, I mean in one panel it actually looks like a bag of milk
coming out of her mouth! LOL I am not a prude in any sense, but yeah too
much information for my taste.

It’s cool to see some Hogtown landmarks (we call Toronto Hogtown across
Canada) It’d be great to see him in Ottawa meeting Trudeau (and Maxine
fawning over him), or even have Maxine go to Montreal and try to understand
French (you write her so well that any situation with her is a blast) Maybe
Jimbo Da Mighty Lobster is in Halifax? (I know I know, impossible)

Anyways my point is, the stories are infinite, and I am excited to see where
it all goes before he inevitably heads home. As for 229, all I can say is “Blub
dub Blubbity Glub”

The story was slower this time around, the only advancement was in
Dimension-X.
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1-Is Maxine pregnant or not? When she jumped on Malcolm she said she
couldn’t have kids anymore...
2-Does Malcolm get paid like in Chicago to take care of super-freaks?
Keep up the great work, and Happy Holiday!
Eric Mallette

1: Maxine is pregnant. She said, “I can’t get any more pregnant!”
Since she’s already pregnant it’s not as though she can get even more
pregnant. It’s like--if you’re dead you can’t get any more dead. There’s
no additional death to be had. If she’s already pregnant--her body is not
going to produce more eggs and she’s not going to have even more babies.

2: He’s essentially acting as a bounty hunter.

Erik,

Just finished reading Savage Dragon 228 + 229 today and I'm sorry to
say that I can’t keep reading this book anymore. These issues crossed a line
with me and it seems unlikely that the book will dial back the explicit content
anytime soon. As an independent creator you have the right and freedom
to do whatever you want in your comics, so I will not attempt to dissuade
you from doing what you think is best. On a plus side the book has been
consistently enjoyable and literally the only thing in my pull box for many
years. Malcolm has really come into his own and Maxine is my favorite
female character in the book’s 25 year history. Savage Dragon #9 came out
when I was about 13 years old and I was so absolutely mortified that my
parents would find out what happened on the last page that [ trimmed it out of
my copy! So I'm perfectly aware of the explicit nature of the book, but I feel
like it’s never been this bad. There used to be an emphasis on superheroes.
Truth, justice, the american way... that sort of thing. The inventive storylines
drew me in. When Dragon landed on that spike, I thought “who in his right
mind kills of his main character by the 7th issue?” That question kept me
hooked all these years. Lately the superhero thing seems like a side hustle.
After 230 some odd issues I can imagine that it can get a little stale for you
as well. I was reading my daughter a superboy comic from the 80s and it
reprinted the classic tale of how Ma Kent created Superboy’s costume. It was
classic. Simple.

You still remain one of my favorite creators. I wish you best of luck and I
hope you can make it well past 300.

Best Wishes,

David Branstetter

The thing about this book is that it’s story driven and there is an ebb
and flow to what I’m doing in it. It’s not going to be “fuck book” (for
lack of a better word) any more than it was going to be a zombie book
following issues #18 and 19 or a book set in Hell after issues #30 and 31 or
an ongoing space adventure following #43. I’m telling stories here and I
go places within those stories. I don’t necessarily go to one place and stay
there forever. This isn’t the new normal--it’s a story. And that doesn’t
mean it might not go there again at some point--but it also doesn’t mean
that every story is a bold, new direction for the book.

Mr Erik,

You’ve been really pushing the envelope in this book the last year or so.
I think you finally went all the way with it in #228, but I'm one to like the
boldness. As a result, I strive for “blappa-lortch!” every time i have sex with
my wife. Thank you for that.....(I think). A few comments:

1) The play on “illegal aliens” was great in #226. It threw the disgusting
truth out there regarding certain types of supporters attracted to #45. You
nailed it perfectly, and I’'m sure you pissed off a lot of people with it.

2) Im looking forward to the growth and development of the triplets.
Especially Amy. Having a female Dragon take over this book one day would
be interesting. Since that’s so far off, just have her grown version come back
from the future.

3) Dragon’s death was cheap. This man has carried this book for over 200
issues and you disrespect him by poppin’ him like a pimple? He deserved a
much more majestic and heroic death.

4) A solo adventure featuring the kids would be nice.

5) “He last showed up in #106”. Malcolm acknowledging he’s in a comic?
Too funny.

6) I was lucky enough to get my mitts on the alternate cover for #225. That
was buck wild.

One inquiry, tho: It looked as if Malcolm got some of his brain blasted
away. His brain regenerates as well? If so, could he regenerate from a total
decapitation, and would his head grow a new body, or would his body grow a
new head.

This book is the best. The art has been absolutely incredible the last few
years. Your action is reminiscent of Ron Frenz, one of my all-time favorites.
You’ve done it right for 25 yrs. I won’t be mad if you keep it for another 25.

Larry Tease
Oklahoma City, OK

1: It wasn’t a lot. I got a couple letters but it wasn’t much.

2: The problem with time-travel stories like that is--spoilers. If we
see that Amy reaches adulthood then there’s no tension in anything that
comes before.

3: Saving the world is no longer considered a heroic death? What’s a
guy gotta do?

4: ’m sure it’ll happen at some point.

5: He’s acknowledging that there is a comic book. That’s the only place
he could have heard about or have seen the Seeker. It’s not as though
Malcolm ever met him.

6: I can’t argue with that.

Malcolm can grow back a portion of whatever’s lost. Too much and
he’s dead. If he was decapitated he would be dead.

Dear Erik,

Hello. I was finally able to pick up Savage Dragon #228 and #229 at my
comic shop yesterday. Here are some thoughts...

Taking the bull by the horns, I am going to tell you that I thought the sex
scenes were just a little too explicit. | have been following Savage Dragon since
the very beginning, so I know that you have often done very risqué material
(the shower scene with Dragon and Rapture from early on immediately leaps
to mind) but I felt that the material in these issues sort of crossed a line. All
the previous sex scenes in Savage Dragon were, at most, a “hard R” but these
two issues definitely leaped head-first into “X-Rated” territory.

I realize Savage Dragon is a creator-owned title, so it’s your decision what
appears in it and no one else’s, but I still feel I need to let you know my
thoughts of this.

The owner of the comic shop was upset because he was worried that someone
under 21 might buy these issues and he would then possibly in trouble. He
pointed out that the only indication that the series is for an adult audience is the
“Rated M / Mature” notice which is in tiny letters under the UPC code on the
back cover. I can sympathize with his view. Considering how reactionary and
intolerant people in this country have the potential to be, especially nowadays,
I can sadly envision a situation where some 14 year old buys these issues, the
kid’s parents discover exactly what is inside, and next thing you know they
are on Fox News screaming that comic books are corrupting the children of
Anmerica, and the guy’s comic shop is being inundated with protestors.

I think that the possibility of such a nightmare scenario could be greatly
lessened from occurring if that “Rated M / Mature” notice, or something
like it, appeared on the front cover at a significantly larger font size, so it
is immediately obvious that the book is for 18 and over, or 21 and over, or
whatever. Erik, I really do not want to lecture you on responsibilities, but you
should do what you can to protect not just yourself but the stores that carry
your product from negative consequences.

All that aside, I did like these two issues. The best aspects of them for me
were how you write Malcolm and Maxine’s marriage, and their misadventures
raising the three kids, and how Kevin has now moved to Canada, and he’s
pursuing a relationship with Maxine’s widowed mother, and the weirdness
that is “milk in a bag.” I am sure that I’ve mentioned it before, but I love all
this interpersonal comedy & drama, and at this point it is actually much more
interesting than most of the fight scenes.

As for those fight scenes, I did think the battle between Malcolm and Seeker
was a bit pointless (why was Seeker going after Dragon again?) but it did serve
the purpose of causing Maxine to realize that Malcolm could actually die,
leaving her alone with the kids, so it did play into their relationship in a major
way. [ also chuckled at Malcolm practically breaking the fourth wall to inform
the old guy that the Seeker had last appeared in issue #106.

The fight with the “Sludge” guy in the next issue did feel somewhat more
relevant. It did feel very open-ended, with Sludge abruptly deciding to run
away, but you will probably be bringing the character back at some point.
I was rather amused that he was going after Billy Batson’s old boss from
WHIZ Radio.

Question time... Who was Maxine’s friend in issue #228, page two? I'm
just curious.

On a final note, I enjoyed the pin-up by Paul Hoppe that appeared in #228.
Hoppe is a good artist, and he lives in the area, in Brooklyn. His cool, wacky
self-published comic books Journey Into Misery and Tales To Behold are
often for sale at the store that I go to, Mysterious Time Machine at 418 6th
Avenue by 9th Street in Manhattan. To bring things full circle, that’s where I
bought these issues. I guess it is a small world after all.

Ben Herman
Queens, NY

The girl on page two is Janice Wong. She first appeared in #227 and
helped Malcolm and Maxine move in.

Dear Erik and the highbrow gang,

I have a lot of different things to cover. So, please, excuse misspelling,
grammar, and punctuation.

First subject, Mr. Larsen, you are, by far, my favorite creator I have
experienced in the comic medium. I don’t follow Marvel anymore but I have
seen pop-ups concerning them. Captain America- a Nazi? Bruce Banner
dead? I’'m curious if these pop-ups are true. I hate the computer, so, since
there aren’t many comic info magazines (the newspaper that carried David’s
“But I Digress...”., Wizard, Hero, Comic Shop News, etc.) I don’t know much
about the current comic happenings. Now, a decade ago, I was on top of things
and I was around people that liked comics. So, the big names I followed back
during the seventies-nineties , I thought, had all quit. But, I still buy the paper
previews and I saw tons of great creators working on Marvel comics (many
of these creators were upset way back when the x-titles big events interrupted
their story). Now, I am starting over learning which creators I enjoy.

Which brings me once again to Image’s “HIGHBROW” continuity. Gary
Carlson: awesome! he made me love the Turtles, Big Bang, etc. Are you allowed
to use his characters whenever? It seems like he’s an old buddy of yours.

I'm going to swerve over to SAVAGE DRAGON #229. Dimension-X is
a Negative Zone that I really enjoy and feel has more to the various worlds
than just little creatures and what-not. The first scene includes some of my
FAVORITE characters and I love their dialogue.

TIM HORTONS (I'm guessing is a real place in Canada). So far, Canada
seems to be heaven on earth filled with cool places, nice neighbors and
friends. I love it BUT there has to be more to it. Alien attacks that destroyed
about every country of the globe. Not to mention that this earth is still
physically the Savage World, with underground cities, etc.

Highbrow’s Earth has seen a great deal. I'm hoping there is an S.O.S. type
branch in Toronto or near-by for Angel to join?

I just read all image’s BIG BANG comics and I count that entire series
as part of the “Highbrow” universe. Dark Watchman and others have shown
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Welcome aboard new letterer Ferran Delgado! Ferran has
contributed to a number of backup stories and anniversary
issues over the years and he worked with me on Jack Champion
in the pages of Giant-Size Kung Fu Bible Stories. It’s been great
working with him in the past and it’s a pleasure to welcome him
aboard as the regular Savage Dragon letterer!

In most comic books a new letterer wouldn’t get so much as a
mention but for Savage Dragon--it’s big news. There simply aren’t
a lot of creative personnel changes in this book. Savage Dragon is
always going to have the same writer, penciller and inker, so a
change with the colorist or letterer is a bigger deal here than it
would be on a book like Iron Man, where creative teams come and
go on a regular basis and letterers are routinely swapped out.

Savage Dragon was the last ongoing title lettered by Chris
Eliopoulos. Chris has been doing more and more cartooning over
the years, illustrating the highly acclaimed “I Am” series with
writer Brad Meltzer as well as his own books (including the recent
“Cosmic Commandos” which was previewed in Savage Dragon
#219). Chris has been gradually phasing out lettering comic
books, Savage Dragon was his last regular lettering assignment
and he was holding on until I could find a suitable replacement.
That moment is now!

My thanks to Chris for years of devoted service and outstanding
work! I wish him nothing but the best.

Now, onto your mail...

Erik,

Your social media prompts for feedback (both expressing impatience with
delayed feedback and a tight turn production turnaround) have forced my
hand: I am writing sooner than I would have preferred, but rather than wait
for long runs, I’'m back to reading each issue mere hours after pulling it off the
stands anyway.

In my series review, which was published on the letter column of SD 221, 1
observed that if there was one theme that stood out after re-reading the entire
series, it was the concept of identity. I noted, in my letter, how you played
with this concept in various ways throughout the series. From the tabula rosa
origin, born in fire without memory, to the William Jonson inhabitation to the
Virus absorption, you have found novel ways to investigate the relationship
between identity and heroism. How fitting that this theme was woven through
the heart of your climactic “Merging of Multiple Earths” storyline. While I
was occasionally frustrated by the niggling implications of having so many
memories merge, I thought your epic was, in the main, successful. It was
a bloody (seriously, how many Mars Attacks style alien invasions must we
have in this series?), but entertaining and surprising ride. The conclusion was
satisfying and enjoyable, despite high expectations.

Not only that, but it seemed that you turned another corner in the elevation
of storytelling an narrative skill. I SD 226 was devastatingly funny. I was
literally laughing out loud throughout the read. It was acerbic and pointed.
SD 227 a wonderful segue that successfully balanced two narrative threads -
Malcolm and his family and the gals in Dimension-X. The cultural differences
you surfaced were more than amusing (and I loved the panel on page 16).

I don’t know whether my expectations have been reset by so many
wonderful issues of late or not, but SD 228 was a disappointment and fell flat
in several respects. First of all, the narrative itself was just not nearly as fluid
as the previous issues - especially jumping from one setting to another. The
key action sequences were simultaneously abrupt and confusing. The two
page spread on pages 12-13 has Seeker crashing into Malcolm, and based
upon the panels on page 11, I assumed he crashed into the car Malcolm was
riding in. Yet, two pages later, the driver is seen completely unharmed (until
shot in the last panel). I know you use helpful shortcuts in storytellling, but it
left me wondering what happened. Then, two pages later, you have Malcolm
punch his hand through Seeker’s torso/abdomen, but Seeker is still firing at
him in the penultimate panel, despite being shown to be completely severed
(and presumably dead) on the last page. Confusing at best.

I'm not just nitpicking here. I think it’s symptomatic of some of the
problems this issue has. It seems that Seeker emerges from the ice block that
is being thawed at the beginning, but why would glider also be in the block
(when last we saw him, he lost his glider anyway, and was seen walking in the
snow), and all his weaponry functional? And, if he’s just a “regular guy,” why
would he go on a rampage immediately after waking up from a block of ice,
let alone survive the ice block?

Obviously, there was a big buildup for Seeker’s return, but on the letter
page you say that this issue had the “tepid reveal” regarding Seeker. This is
more mystifying than the issue itself. Can you explain what was revealed? Did
you compose this blurb before finishing the issue? Are pages missing, because
I’'m not following you. Seeker was shown attacking without explanation, and

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

we still have no clear idea who he was or what he wanted. What, exactly, was
revealed? The first time we saw Seeker, Dragon surmised that he was a bounty
hunter sent by CyberFace, but we never had confirmation of that. It was left
ambiguous. I don’t mind ambiguity. I love Twin Peaks. There doesn’t have to
be a clear answer or even an answer at all. But you said there was a “reveal”
here, when it seems like we learned nothing new at all. I can no longer pin it
down, but I seem to recall that you did say a bit more about Seeker in a letter
column a little while back. Can you point to that issue so I can re-read that?
I'm here for the long haul, but I thought you should know that SD 228 was
one of your weaker issues in a long while. But that may simply be a function
of the fact that SD’s quality is so damned high lately.
‘Til Next Time,
Stephen Menendian
Oakland, CA

Had Seeker smashed Malcolm into the car on pages 12-13 I would have
shown at least some visible evidence of its remains. Destroying a car and
showing nothing at all would be far more confusing than what you saw
before you.

Seeker was not a “regular guy” by any means. He’s managed to
recreate his glider in the past after it has been destroyed and we can only
imagine for ourselves how he might have pulled that off, be it magically
forming out of thin air as he appeared to do with whirling blades he sent
flying at Dragon in his first appearance or painstakingly constructing one
by hand in the workshop of the family who released him from his ice cage.

As far as reveals go, tepid or otherwise, there was indeed not much to
be found. The big reveal was that there really wasn’t anything more to
him than what met the eye. As Malcolm surmised, he was a bounty hunter
hired by CyberFace to kill Dragon and now that both were gone, he didn’t
have much of a purpose beyond surviving--and he didn’t manage to do
that very well.

Dear Erik,

Issue #2208 was a lot of fun.

It was very cool to see The Seeker again, even if his story wasn’t any
deeper than what was originally implied.

I am glad to see that Angel, Jennifer and Alex are still surviving
Dimension-X even if their clothes haven’t fared quite as well. It is also cool to
see Alex with a new hairstyle. Maybe when (if) they make it out, she can keep
something like that to change things up after 25 years.

The final page was wild and unexpected. It will be curious to see if
that was a one-time hook up, or if Kevin and Mrs Lai will have more of a
relationship. Maxine’s comments were funny, but thinking about it later, it
struck me in a different way. My own parents were about 40 when I was born,
and because Maxine looks so young the age difference from her to her parents
seemed so pronounced. I just assumed that her dad was closer to 60 when he
died. Rereading 218 realizing that he was even younger and the cancer was so
aggressive made it feel that much more heartbreaking.

It is hard to believe that he died just a year ago, and how very much has
happened in that time. Maxine loses her dad, Angel is kidnapped by Mr Glum,
comes back with her presumed-dead mom, Malcolm discovers a sort-of half-
sister, Dragon dies, the merging of realities and now Canada. All the while
Maxine is dealing with 3 super-powered toddlers. It is kind of amazing that
she’s holding up at all, and it makes even more sense why sex is so important
to her. She has proven to be a sexually liberated and adventurous woman since
she moved in with Malcolm, but now the sex is even more shelter and relief
from the chaos that has defined the past year.

It seems fitting that the depictions have grown more explicit over the past
year. Even if Maxine’s exact behavior isn’t that different, by showing in on-
page, it ups the intensity of those moments rather than just mentioning it, or
showing her and Malcolm in bed the next morning. I like it. It is something
that in unabashedly happy in a book where tragedy is ever-present.

It has been a great year of story-telling, and your 25th year has been one
of your very best. Ever since #200, I feel that the book has continued to gain
I momentum, and I look forward to issues of Savage Dragon more than any
other title I read.

Stephanie Adams

Maxine’s dad was indeed 60 when he passed away but her mother and
father were not the same age. He was 17 years her senior.

Dear Master Larsen,

I have yet to receive my copy of SD 228 but it should arrive anytime. The
reason | am writing, anyway, is because of all the “stuff” that is currently
happening in this, my favorite creative medium. While, I may enjoy comics
that you find pretentious, I am positive that we share true love with this form
of art... be it “funny book”, “comic book”, “graphic novel”, etc. I just read
your intro from issue two of “FANTASTIC FOUR:WORLD’S GREATEST
COMIC MAGAZINE” dated 2001. Everything you say there I utterly agree
and with each re-read, I get more excited to read the next chapter of your
corner of the Image publishing I still label as “The Highbrow Universe” even
though it also includes character, stories, events that existed in the image
prime universe but fit into the Dragon’s world.
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