
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  OPS/images/0001.jpeg





OPS/images/0030.jpeg
DUNNO IFI THESE ARE PIX FROM

KNOW YET

SO, WHAT
IMPORTANT
LESSON HAVE WE
LEARNED TODAY 2

--FROM VARIOUS AMATEUR

THE BROOKLYN PHOTOGRAPHERS AND LUCKY NEWSIES
BEAGLE -~ WHO HAPPENED TO SEE THE JUMPERS.

NO WONDER
PRINT DIED.

IN THAT CASE I'VE BEEN CASTING
MAYBE THE WRONG LINE...

A FISH METAPHOR 27

HOW'S MY FAV
OCEANOGRAPHIC
HISTORIAN?

GOOD NOTES,
I'LL BE BACKL

THE THING 1S, T KNOW YOU'VE ACTUALLY
HEARD OF THE OTHERS, SO, THANKS FOR
THAT. HOW CAN I HELPZ

NOTICE ANYTHING 2

THEY'RE ALL--
THE SAME GIRL.

YEP. AFTER A
WHILE, PHOTOS OR
NO, |IT WAS JUST
CHALKED UP TO
BEING AN URBAN
LEGEND-- SOME
MASS HYSTERICS
SEEING A GHOST.

‘AFTER EXPLANATIONS HAVE
BEEN HASTILY MADE..."

"THE OCEAN-FRONT
OPHELIA"-- OH YES, T
REMEMBER .

7 MADE (T
INTO THE
PAPERS A LOT
WHEN T WAS
YOUNG.

DID THEY EVER
MENTION A PART ABOUT
FINS AND SCALES 2





OPS/images/0031.jpeg
MAYBE THE MOST MAGICAL THING FOR I'LL SEE WHAT
THIS POOR SPIRIT, WHOEVER SHE IS, I CANDO.
WOULD BE SOME NORMAL-NESS...

TOOTS, IT WAS HARD ENOUGH TO GET
EDITORS TO BELIEVE IN A GHOST WHO
STOOD ONTHE LEDGE OF THE LAND IN THE
DEAD OF NIGHT. BUT BROOKLYN'S AN OLD
PLACE--EVEN BEFORE THE WATERS WERE
A COCKTAIL OF CHEMICALS, THERE WAS MAGIC
IN THOSE WAVES... AND T SHOULD KNOW.

J/

YOUR
SECRET'S
SAFE WITH
ME ,TOOTS L%

* AND FOR NOW, FANBOYS AND GIRLS,

IT'S SAFE FROMYOU ... BUT THAT'S

ANOTHER FISH-STORY ! :)

RS N | THIS 1S 1T, MY LOVE.... AN ENDING
' ews '

" _..THOUGH NO GUARANTEES..." : OF SORTS... BUT THE BEGINNING
‘ OF WHEN WE CAN BE TOGETHER...

FOREVER...

I JUST NEED ... ;
TO TAKE THE STEP-- A-ARE YOU A--
M-MERMAIDZZ






OPS/images/0032.jpeg
o

(¢

&5

¢

V.

&

&

\

N
(45
&
N &
h Yo &
[ & :
N\ :

Y
\\§\\ /(’ )

\






OPS/images/0028.jpeg
AAAAND SIGH AGAIN. I THOUGHT THAT STARTING BUT NOTA
UNDERWATER AND STAKING CLUE.
OUT THE PIER MIGHT HELP ME
CATCH-- OR SAVE -~ WHOEVER'S

NEXT.

To DRIFT BACK
INTO MY MOTHER'S
HOUSEHOLD...

I'LL BE RIGHT
THERE,
GIRLFRIEND--

DO HOLD YOUR
BREATH L






OPS/images/0029.jpeg
PICKING OUT ONE
OF THOSE TAPERED
FISHTAILS wouLD

SLOW ME DOWN .

F//-—\\ \' u,.
St e

&

~ \o /3
Y ‘\N&X\\\Q 5;9

N\






OPS/images/0026.jpeg
AQUARIA I*LEN ¢

g / "IN THE WAKE OF TROLBLING
( {{ INCIDENTS WITH UNIDENTIFIED
S

SUICIDE-DIVERS, THE DEEP-WATER
DIVA SEEKS ANSWERS LY

‘(\W;

\

("SR
%" 3 “‘}zw\év\ \\

“7

A - ™
e A
I

1™

{ r}}‘,‘ .
oo 2= | ScRPT ADAM MCGOVERN|  #%T PAOLO LEANDRI [
74
| coRDOMINIC REGAN | 925N STEVE PRICE

7P b 77
> 7 &/// -
F 7 4

AGLIARIA CREATED BY
MeGOVERN ¢ LEANPRI Wit DEAN HASPIEL

. L)
ot 20 2 i) ek






OPS/images/0027.jpeg
AND THE NEIGHBOORHOOD IS THE PLACE
GEEK-TANK, € STUFRF (THE TO FIND THEM .
CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF

UNUSUAL PRENOMENA) . ..

WHAT UP, (81GH) 1'VE REALLY SURPRISED TO SEE YA ALREADY AT WORK--
GILL-MORE GOTA COME UP WITH A NEW I THOUGHT THERE'D BE SOME KINDA

METAMORPHOSIS. GRIEF-ASSEMBLY THIS MORNING LIKE AFTER

WE LOST THOSE PEOPLE WHO WERE CALGHT

INTHE SUBWAY WHEN THE SUPERSTORM HIT.

ME TOO. BUT I ASKED AROUND AND NOT ONE NOT YET -~ T MAY HAVE TO GO TO THE
KID KNEW ANYBODY THAT WASN'T HOME NEWSPAPER-STORAGE THAT SURVIVED
SAFE LAST NIGHT. THE FLOOD AND CHECK FAR BACK ON...
HMPH . MYSTERIES : MICRO-FISH .
AND ME DON'T GET Y
ALONG.

ANY DATA
THAT MAKES
SENSE Z






OPS/images/0024.jpeg
1. Did you ever plan on keeping Seeker alive and giving him a more
elaborate deal versus the final result?
2. While we saw the Seeker, will we be seeing any classic villains in
Canada, or will you be focusing more on newer villains?
3. Powerhouse is probably one of your most popular characters, but we
haven’t seen him in a dog’s age. Any plans return in the near future?
Overall, I still really enjoyed 228. The art is top notch and I still feel like
your dialogue has never been better. I wouldn’t consider myself a prude, but
still hope the sex scenes are toned down in the future. Still, at the end of the
day, what really matters is that you’re enjoying what you’re doing, otherwise
the book won’t read as well as it does. One issue closer to #300!
Sincerely,
Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

1: The Seeker was always intended to be what you’ve seen. There was
never supposed to be a big secret to the Seeker. There are no secrets to
be had! He wasn’t anybody in particular--he was just a bounty hunter or
assassin sent by CyberFace to take in Dragon and he never got the memo
that CyberFace was overthrown and killed and that Dragon was dead.
I had considered shoehorning in some other nonsense just to appease
readers that were expecting there to be more to him but anything I came
up with would have just been after the fact. There wouldn’t have been
some nice trail of breadcrumbs that readers could have looked at to see
how it all fit together. Readers assumed there was more to him than met
the eye but there really wasn’t anything more there.

2: For the most part--they’ll be new.

3: He’s not forgotten. He’ll be back.

Dear Erik,

I have noticed an increase in the sexual content since issue 200. Savage
Dragon had been bit of horn-dog. Now, we got this explosive issue with
Malcolm and Maxine which is more graphic than anything that has come
before. I am not complaining about the adult content.

I was wondering--did you always want to have this type of content, and the
changing creative freedom in the industry has embolden you to go farther?

Saga published by Image comics, it has orgies, full frontal nudity, and
harvesting of dragon semen. This is the most highly acclaimed comic on
the self. In 1992, this issue would have been scandalous. Today, it hardly
made a ripple.

Your work has a male gaze. You had a pants-less alien invasion, and their
penises are just waving in the wind.

Question 2: are we going to equal opportunity nudity and see Malcolm
Dragon’s penis?

Keep up the good work.

Walter Rosenbaum

I love comics--all kinds of comics. From standard superheroes
to undergrounds and foreign comics to damned near everything.
I’ve recently been going through an R. Crumb jag and admiring his
complete lack of self-restraint and I thought I’d step out of my comfort
zone. In any case--I thought it was kind of funny. Sometimes I just do
stuff because it makes me laugh. The thought of somebody stumbling
across that unaware, while drinking a beverage and doing a spit-take
makes me smile.

As far as seeing Malcolm’s manhood goes--I am not inclined to go
there. It’s a bit like seeing Dr. Doom’s face unmasked. It takes away all
of the mystery. There have been plenty of other dongs to ogle but I’m not
inclined to go that route with Malcolm at this point.

Erik,

First things first, great cover. I kinda have a soft spot in my heart for
depictions of snow. The white and blue pairing made for a beautiful
aesthetic. Guess it’s high time I put up the ol” Christmas tree, huh?

Well, speaking of spots, it was hard not to miss that big-ass wet spot
on the bed, floor, etc. Christ Almighty! At first I wasn’t sure if that was
Maxine’s female ejaculate, or if she had one of Dragon’s old web-shooters
stuck up her cooch.

I'm no prude or anything, but even I was taken aback by the graphic
nature of of panel 5/pg. 7. BLAPPA-LORTCH! Maxine was like an
ouroboros feeding on itself. (She is a “Dragon” after all.) That said, it didn’t
scare me off or anything, but I did find 3 whole pages devoted to Maxine’s
sex addiction (though comical and entertaining) to be a waste of valuable
space that could’ve been better served to further the Seeker’s story.

I’ll be honest, bringing him back after 15 years(!), only to treat him like
a strong, silent type throwaway character was a bit of letdown to a veteran
Fin-Addict like myself. Be that as it may, that desolate frozen wasteland (no
pun intended) reminded me of the horror movie classic “The Thing” (which
I love) and that double-page spread had major WOW factor.

Seeing Malcolm lying in the snow, dying, had me harken back to SD #8,
where it seemed Dragon’s deathbed would involve a blanket of snow. So,
swing and a miss on the untapped potential vis-a-vis Seeker, but still loved
SD #228. Go, Canada!

It was interesting how we moved from bedroom antics in the middle of
the story to the hospital bed in the end. (Almost as good as that SNAP!/
SQUIT! juxtaposition.) I guess the way Maxine’s mom seemed dazed when
meeting Kevin had nothing to do with being frightened. Looks like Maxine
and her mom might be even more alike than Malcolm was with his dad.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t comment on how overjoyed I was to see Maxine
freaking out over Canadian bagged milk. For the record, I'm old enough
(Alex Wilde’s age/Maxine’s mom) to remember when the milkman would
deliver milk to my door in glass bottles. (I just got very depressed right now.)

And yes, Coffee Crisp is the food of the gods, but someone better tell
Malcolm that Canadian beer is akin to ambrosia, the nectar of the gods. For
heaven’s sake, don’t tell me he’s a Coors Light-drinking man. Thumbs down!

Sincerely,

Sotiris Gravas

It wasn’t so much that Canadian beer didn’t taste good to Malcolm
but that beer itself didn’t taste good to him. Malcolm was under the
drinking age when he lived in the United States, after all, and he
hadn’t developed a taste for alcohol of any kind. So it really didn’t have
anything to do with the beer being Canadian--it was that the beer was
beer! And, truth be told, I’m with him on that. Though considerably
older than Malcolm, I’ve never really developed much of a taste for beer.
I’m not much of a drinker to begin with, and beer always tasted kind of
nasty to me.

Erik,

Truth be told - I have that “they call me the SEEKER!!!!” tune stuck in my
head after finishing your latest and greatest, issue #228. Sweet battle there,
nice and brutal in good old “Savage” Fashion.

Good stuff - I like the whole “acclimation to Canadian Life” bits as well
(scenery and all), it’s pretty obvious you paid attention to detail with the
background stuff you threw in there. I went to Canada on business a few
years back and had a blast - Molson Canadian is still one of my favorite
brews. To this day that was the best work trip I ever took as a felt, in part,
like a vacation. I hope to go back someday.

I love the stuff with Kevin this issue too - the last page shocker,
notwithstanding. I agree with Malcolm, Dude has got game. It isn’t like this
should be a big shock either, we know how insatiable Maxine is and you
know that Old Saying... Something about Apples, and Trees.

Speaking of which - the sex romp in this issue certainly came as a surprise
for all of us, I'd say (see what I did there). I That certainly jarred me a bit. 'm
betting a lot of folks, longtime readers like myself and newbies alike, will
have lots to say about that - a mix of praise and shock I'd bet. Me? I say bring
it along with the rest, it certainly doesn’t bother me at all - no sense is toning
shit down at this point in the game. Raise the bar - this makes that upcoming
“shaved” cover look super tame. Hell, even the special anniversary cover
was PG compared to what just “went down” in The Great White North.

A few questions if I may...

1) The “issue #106” comment that Malcolm made... you know, the whole
“breaking the fourth wall” bit you tossed in there, have you done that before?
Was this just something you threw in as a light nod or joke or was that
somewhat related to the recent “Crisis” Event merger deal? I Is Malcolm
aware of our Earth too now?

2) Any thoughts you would care to share regarding “Justice League”,
assuming you had any interest to begin with at all and that you have even
seen the film? I know you have some love for certain DC characters... I'd love
to get your take on it.

3) Based on what I have seen in your related social media posts of late
(LOTS of future covers, including but not limited to what I mentioned
above) you seem to be moving at a faster clip than normal on these latest
issues - or is that just me?

4) Any thoughts to share on “ Invincible” coming to a close here in a
few months? I myself have always had a lot of love for that book in large
part because it reminded me so much of Savage Dragon in many ways that I
enjoyed, such as with the huge extended (yet contained) universe all based
in one book (Freak Force and such aside).

That’s it for me before I Ramble On all night - I hope you and your
family had a great Thanksgiving holiday (I am writing this on the Saturday
following Turkey Day) and I hope the upcoming December holidays treat
you just as well. Last year my lovely wife got me a bunch of Savage Dragon
Archives I had been missing to help round out my collection, I’'m hoping the
tradition continues this year (and every year to come). I hope you plan to
keep on putting those out as I love to read them all the time.

Stay Classy, Savage Dragon! I Until next time, I’ll see you on the Flip Side.

Cam Stylez

1: She-Dragon appeared to be talking to the reader on the first
page of Savage Dragon #17 but the next page revealed that she was
carrying on a conversation with the voices in her head. That wasn’t
what was going on in this issue. It was established earlier that there
exists a licensed Savage Dragon comic book in Malcolm’s world.
Malcolm has never met the Seeker or came into contact with him so
his only familiarity with him would be through that officially licensed
Savage Dragon comic book. Malcolm recognized the Seeker from the
Savage Dragon book, which would have been drawn from his father’s
description of the events which transpired. So he wasn’t actually
breaking the fourth wall at all! As for him being aware of “our” Earth--
the answer is no. In his reality our Earth does not exist. I don’t want to
clearly establish that his Earth isn’t our Earth. I’d rather preserve the
illusion that his adventures take place here.

2: As of this writing I have not seen it.

3: ’m just trying to get caught up.

4: 1 don’t have a lot to say beyond I wish it wasn’t ending. It is a book
I have enjoyed over the years and I’m sorry to see it go.

Erik,

This is the first letter I've written while currently in process of reading
Savage Dragon.

Ist off...wow...Malcolm has full on facial hair now! It would be dope to
see if his beard game get extra strong like his dad (and you) in the past...but
as shown from the cover of 233 we have but a few issues of the beard phase.
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It’s cool seeing Malcolm all babyfaced anyway..and great to see him and
Kevin together...
Wow...just wow...for the first time..we finally see fine ass Alex with

shoulders! Love her short hair, but this was a welcome change.

Wow...The Seeker got the Captain America treatment...which means he’s
still young, angry(?) and coming after Dragon!! A great way to keep him
able bodied to go against Malcolm for possible years to come...speaking of
cum...lol wow...that scene of Maxine rocketing off of the “fixed” Malcolm
a la Scary Movie | style is what made me wow is sheer shock and delight
and start writing this letter...talk about a Savage shot...lol...now...back to
reading...well...damn...RIP to The Seeker...and if not for Malcolm’s healing...
that would’ve been a RIP to him too..wow..The Seeker was definitely
relentless...whatever his reasons were he stayed consistent...

Kevin...I was looking at her and was thinking Damn Mrs. Lai is hot...it didn’t
dawn on me that she was that attractive most likely because I was used to
seeing her with her clearly older husband, RIP...And since Angel is AWOL...
something could happen with her and Kevin but I thought to myself...”naw
that would be crazy” and lo and behold...you made it reality!!! Wow...definitely
an interesting couple right there..wow!!!! Kevin the chick magnet indeed...

Time for questions:

1. How is old is Kevin?

2. How old was Mr. Lai?

3. Are you having fun coming up with adventures of Alex and The
Murphys? Wow if Alex and Jennifer fell in love and if she took Jennifer’s
last name. ...Alex Murphy Imao

4. Did Ann ever drink the blood I of the Wise Guys? I’'m betting her
husband did.

5. Will the story behind The Seeker ever be revealed and are there more
like him, like a faction?

Great read as always Erik...until next time...

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA @goat1408

: Kevin is 28 years old.

: Mei is 44 years old. So she is, in fact, 16 years older than he is.
: It’s all fun.

: That remains to be seen.

: What little there was to the Seeker has already been revealed.

[7 B R S

Hey Erik.

1 can’t wait to see the letters you are going to get about SD #228. You
said in the letter column green box, “don’t get your knickers in a twist,” but
I'm sure several people will give you a bunch of flak about pages 7, 8, and 9.
Especially 7, where Maxine is upside down.

But not me.

I thought the sex scenes with Maxine, and then later with her mom and
Kevin, were shocking, unexpected, and hilarious. I can’t remember the last
time I got to the last page of a comic and laughed and laughed and laughed.
As for page 7, it made me remember as I kid when I was talking with some
other comic book readers, (back then ALL kids were comic book readers),
and we were all wondering: If Superman and Lois Lane had sex, (and it was
definitely IF back then because they sure as hell didn’t), when Superman
had his orgasm, wouldn’t he blow Lois Lane’s head off and kill her? We all
agreed, yes, he would. And then we laughed because the whole thing was
naughty and funny at the same time.

So Malcolm isn’t quite as powerful as Superman. So Maxine only went
flying across the room. Who wants to see Maxine get killed while having sex
anyway? Again, not me...

I wonder how many prudes are going to stop buying the book. You had a
few people SAY they were going to drop the book because of your depiction
of Trump supporters. Will you lose a few more? Who knows. One thing is
certain, in America these days you can’t say or do anything without someone
somewhere bitching and complaining about it.

T also wonder if word will get out that SD is unpredictably x-rated. That
could boost sales! Yay!

Ineed to tell you, though, as much as I liked the x-rated monkey business,
the owner of my LCBS is unhappy that SD doesn’t have a Mature Readers
label on the cover. He doesn’t have time to read every comic that comes in,
and he doesn’t want parents complaining that their kids are seeing nudity in
something they just pulled off the shelf. I give him a heads up whenever I
can. (Some Image comics have had full frontal male nudity this last year).
The owner then bags the comics that are x-rated. Are you worried a MR label
on the cover might hurt sales? I would like to think sales would go up, I but
that’s just me. I really like this book.

The sex scenes weren’t the only thing I liked about #228. There was
the Hockey Hall of Fame, milk in a bag, (now I want to go to Canada and
see that for myself), all the funny stuff with the kids, another beautiful
two page spread, and Malcolm gets his left eye and right hand blown off.
Don’t get me wrong, I don’t think that was great, but I do like his healing
factor. I was always shocked in the early years of SD whenever SD would
get horribly mutilated. I never saw it coming. But then everything would
grow back (whew!). I Once again it was shocking because I didn’t take The
Seeker seriously.

And I loved Malcolm referring to issue #106. It reminded me once again
that comic creators don’t bother with asterisk and back issue references
any more. When I use to read Marvel and DC comics and I came across a
reference, I would make plans to hunt down those back issues. Nowadays,
who knows what the hell the heroes and villains are talking about, and since
there are no longer any reference boxes, I don’t bother buying DC or Marvel
back issues any more.

But I have SD #106. (I have everything). I think I’ll re-read it just to find
The Seeker’s first appearance. Some day after I'm retired, I'm going to re-
read SD from the beginning. Won’t that be fun?

One last thing. The last page. The last panel. Kevin the Chick Magnet. I
would love to see more of that. Make the joke a reality.

Daniel McMasters

Savage Dragon has been rated M/Mature for quite some time. It’s
above the bar code on every issue of the book. Retailers asked for these
ratings for years and now that the books have them--they don’t seem to
pay much attention to them. Books and magazines traditionally don’t
have cover advisories. It didn’t seem necessary. I don’t think a cover
advisory would make a big difference sales-wise, one way or the other
but it honestly just didn’t cross my mind.

Erik,

Again, thank you for providing more insight into your work. May I ask,

are you saying that this issue’s intention was not to generally portray Trump
as a knob and his supporters as Nazi buffoons? I took another look at the
issue--things did unfold as you described them, and there were Trump
supporters who were not shouting divisive things. Point to you. However, I
can’t see how an objective person can read that issue and not see the overall
theme that Trump and his supporters are generally bad people. Was that
really not your intention?
Even if not, after reading Savage Dragon #226, the thought of next issue
makes me cringe. Can you tell me President Trump will be portrayed as
cting legally and constitutionally? If 226’s cover is any indication, I doubt
it. Here we have a spittle-spewing Trump shouting “Kill them! Kill the
aliens!” Erik, that goes beyond parody into incendiary political views. I
don’t blame you for having them. I dislike that you make them a part of
his book. President Obama was depicted as a heavenly angel in every guest
appearance in comics for 8 years, including Savage Dragon. Trump is always
depicted as a maniac full of hate and here wanting to deport-and possibly
kill-American citizens (Malcolm and his family). I don’t believe either is
he case. This is not parody. This is a political hit job in an adventure sci-fi
superhero comic. I don’t want to read that type of story from any political
point of view. It kills me that I am in a position of defending Donald Trump.
I was as disgusted as you were with the candidates we had to choose from.
But we have a binary system and I made a choice. Now I want to give him
a chance to govern, despite the things about him with which I am less than
pleased. Marvel and DC have gone around the bend with PC publishing and
superhero comics are generally dead. Even The Shadow is an STW now. The
only place I can come for superhero action is Savage Dragon. If you can tell
me that that next issue will deal with Trump in a reasoned, objective manner
as he obeys existing laws and refuses to indulge in prejudice-I will definitely
ake a look at the issue. If not, I’ll have to lump the issue in with hostile cable
news stations, big city newspapers and all of Twitter and other social media
as yet another Trump-bashing vehicle. We’ve seen that Malcolm is moving
o Canada, somehow forced out of the U.S. The thought of innocent citizens
forcibly removed from American soil makes my blood boil. From the cover
of 226 and your foreshadowing, it looks like President Trump will be a
defining part of that illegal and immoral process. As I said in my original
letter,I’ve had enough of that. Thanks again for a reasonable discussion.

Jerry Smith

o

You said, “It kills me that I am in a position of defending Donald
Trump. I was as disgusted as you were with the candidates we had to
choose from.” So--why the ire? Why the upset? Both choices were lousy.
No matter who won the election things would be toxic and contentious.

You can be a republican and still see that Trump was a poor option.
It’s disheartening that it came down to those two. Had Clinton won and
her supporters gotten so crazed that they were driving cars into people--
I’d have no problem depicting the situation accurately. Trump has been
a disaster. There’s no shame in saying we dropped the ball and hope to
do better next time.

It’s not an attack on you and Trump is clearly not your guy. When
Nixon was in the White House and had clearly broken the law--was it
unfair to report what was actually occurring? Trump has thousands of
conflicts of interest--people have been coming and going--he can’t keep a
consistent staff--he’s constantly saying and doing the wrong thing. Why
feel like you need to embrace that and defend him? You chose what you
felt was the best of two poor choices and he’s floundering.

Yeah--he’s the president--but he wasn’t your first choice and he
wasn’t mine--so are we really that different here?

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The Sinister Sex Dolls.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Okay--didn’t mention it last issue (just to see if anybody was
paying attention) but #229 was drawn smaller than usual. In fact--
smaller than any other issue to date. There are Image boards
printed on 81/2 X 14 paper and I thought it’d be fun to draw an
issue on that. It was yet another experiment on my part to see what
the advantages and disadvantages were of drawing at that size.
Hope you enjoyed it!

This issue I’m all over the place. Drawing this issue on a bunch
of different-sized art boards and mixing things up. The goal is to
find the strengths and advantages of the various sizes. It’s another
experiment on my part and I hope it works out okay. It looks
pretty consistent in file form prior to sending the book to press
but I won’t know for sure until it sees print, just like the rest of
you. Fingers crossed!

It may be fun for you to try and figure out what was drawn
and what was drawn small. It was great fun to work on!

In any case, here’s the mail...!

Mr. Larsen,

Ijust finished reading Savage Dragon 227, and I have to tell you that for
the last year or so Savage Dragon has been towards the top of my reading
pile, but once you started cutting loose with the book being a true Mature
Readers title it went to the top of my stack. What can I say? I like to see
naked girls in comics. LOL. I have been a fan of your work since I saw
your Amazing Spider-Man art. Your Mary Jane was probably my favorite
rendition in the history of the title. You have a very distinct style, and I
love it.

A few years ago I had a tumor removed from the middle of my spinal cord,
which was causing me to become paralyzed. The surgery was successful, but
1 was off work for a long time and had to sell off my comics to help pay bills
until I was able to get back to work full time. I am still trying to rebuild the
favorite parts of my collection. Savage Dragon is a part of that, but I have a
long way to go to get the series complete again.

Congratulations on one of the longest running Image titles! Also, thank
you for being true to yourself, making Savage Dragon the book you want it
to be. Those pages in issue 222 where Angel’s costume gets destroyed, so she
wears her doppelganger’s costume, going commando? That was pure gold,
my friend. :) What I wouldn’t give to own those pages of original art.

I read in the letters page that you still sign books and do commission
work. Do you only do commissions at shows? I would give just about
anything to have an original drawing of Angel fighting some douchebags
with just bits and pieces of her costume left. My mobility issues from my
spine surgery make it very difficult to go to conventions, but if you are ever
at a show near Cincinnati, I would do everything in my power to come meet
you and get some stuff signed. I can’t wait for the next issue!

Take care.

John Bayer

I don’t do commissions through the mail, John. When I’m at home
I need to work on my book and doing commissions would eat into my
deadlines. Best bet is to have a friend pick one up for you at a show. Often
when I’m attending a convention a few folks will request drawings that
they intend to send to others.

As far as Angel going commando goes--you can blame Mr. Glum for
that. He’s the one who cut her hair and dressed her, after all. She simply
woke up that way. When she dresses herself, Angel has sense enough to
wear suitable undergarments.

Hi Erik

All up, #227 was a fun issue. The Dragons arrival in Canada and the
problems of getting set up were well handled. The ladies-3 Dimension-X
story has started well and to add cream on top you do one of your patented
layout experiments for us again. This one I really enjoyed. Especially
that gorgeous double-page spread. Seriously though... the challenges you
set for yourself... geez. Every page having panels of uniform size and

schedule (including the travel as you mentioned in the letter-col). Looking
forward to the return of the Seeker in #228 which will likely drop here in
New Zealand next week.
Many regards
Paul Rogers
Auckland, New Zealand

It was more challenging than I had anticipated and the results were--
well, somewhat mixed. I’m not sure the story really benefited from it. But
that’s the way it goes sometimes. Live and learn.

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Dear Erik,

Savage Dragon #228 was basically a collection of a bunch of small
scenes, which happens my favourite type of issues you do. I suppose it only
makes sense to write this letter as a collection of my favourite parts.

-Thunderhead sticking around Toronto is good news. I like the character,
but he hasn’t actually done too much yet, so hopefully we’ll really get to
know him.

-It’s hard to tell if Angel, Jennifer and Alex stranded in Dimension-X is
going to be resolved soon, or not for years. I never know how long sub-plots
will take with this book.

-Seeing Malcolm get a vasectomy was a nice reminder of how he was
born after his dad’s vasectomy healed. Hopefully Malcolm knew enough to
clamp his vas deferens so it doesn’t heal, and that if he gets his lower body
ripped apart and heals, he’ll get another vasectomy.

-I almost don’t want to mention pages 7-9, but they’re pretty hard to
ignore. I wonder if this will get the X-rated stuff out of your system for a bit.

-1 actually really liked Malcolm saying “He last showed up in issue
#106.” I laughed out loud, but I don’t know if that’s the kind of joke that can
be repeated.

-Also, wow, I would not have guessed the Seeker has been MIA for so
long. Time flies.

-Malcolm losing a big chunk of his head brought back bad memories
of his dad returning to his Emperor Kurr personality after suffering brain
damage. I'm glad Malcolm doesn’t have anything terrible to revert to, but I
gotta wonder about how well he heals from that.

-Thunderhead and Maxine’s mom getting together wasn’t something I
saw coming, but it’s a fun twist. I wonder if that’s a one-off gag or the start of
something bigger. She doesn’t seem too old to have another baby, so maybe
Malcolm’s extended family is going to keep getting bigger.

Anyway, I can’t wait to see where this all goes.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

My approach to this book in general is to simply set up situations and
then let them unfold in interesting ways. I plan things out in a very loose
and somewhat unstructured way and let the characters surprise me.

Dear Erik,

If anybody gives you grief about what happens in #228, just tell them to
google “Scary Movie cum blast the GIF that everybody has been sharing in
the last 18 years”.

And also, to get out of their cave.

To a Frenchman who has grown up on Fluide Glacial, this is no big deal.

Thanks for the sticky awesomeness,

Jérome Wicky

I did Google that and--yeah. Suddenly things seem pretty tame
around here. Really, once you start poking around the internet--it’s
more of the same. You can accidentally stumble across way more extreme
stuff doing a simple Google search for something innocent. It may be
shocking for the American superhero market--but it’s hardly that when
put in context with the rest of the world, virtual and otherwise.

Hey Erik,

It’s Thanksgiving Day as I write this. Had a long drive to visit the in-laws
and had some time to process issue 228. Now, waiting for everyone else to
arrive, so I figured I'd fire off a letter for the upcoming stepped up schedule
for Savage Dragon.

Issue #228 had a lot going on for it, but at the end of the day two things
stand out in the issue. The return of the Seeker, and the three page sex scene.
Honestly, I'm not sure how to feel about either. Let me preface this by saying
that at end of the day I actually thought it was a pretty good issue, but had a
few conflicting thoughts about it.

The Seeker! It’s been over ten years since his last appearance and fans
can finally stop asking you about his return. I'm slightly disappointed that
there really wasn’t anything special about him. I think we built him up too
much and wanted something a bit more, but either way, I'm kinda happy you
decided to kill him off as we don’t have to hear people bugging you about
bringing him back.

While the Seeker’s return was a bit of a disappointed, what really threw
me off with the issue was the sex scene. Sure, the book has been progressing
for something like this to happen, but at the same time I felt like it was
a pretty unnecessary scene. The book doesn’t have a whole lot of space
to begin with, so when three pages are spent on a sex scene that really
doesn’t add anything to the book, it just feels gratuitous. Also, the fact that
Maxine is drawn like a much younger girl, tends to make the scene feel very
comfortable and maybe a little perverted? Dunno, but it was something that
just felt like it didn’t need to be there. Still, that’s my two cents and I’'m sure
others will feel completely different and actually enjoy it, especially those
who might have jumped on the book because of the NSFW cover to #225.

1 do have a few questions!
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