
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  OPS/images/0001.jpeg





OPS/images/0030.jpeg
Art: Paul Hoppe





OPS/images/0031.jpeg
BERKELEY MEWS by Ben Zaehringer
m Y oppor\em S
poro - b thtime!

but nNecessar
paﬁfofour——

baths are an
uncomfortable
but necessory —

K. B
BOOOOO00

THERE'S

A FIRE
| EXTINGUISHER
TO YOUR LEFT!

"|UIpuEg S[BUDIN 3 [IPMXEW MOIPUY £10Z @ W00 yullyBidepeuaIn

p | —witouT
STOPPING

NOW, LET'S N
GET OUTTA THE
LINE OF FIRE--

7 WELCOME = |

-\ cIrRCcUS
PISTRICT,
QYS!

H@W T@ M E LT_ﬂ ) by James Squires

1. MELT 2. THAT's IT l 3. YOU'RE FINISHED, WELL DONE 4. NO! YOU HAD IT

&,

o ° |
TS B >—"°
== L__ ] S@umst






OPS/images/0032.jpeg





OPS/images/0028.jpeg
SHE 1S THE LIVING
EMBODIMENT OF THE ANGER
AND FRUSTRATION OF z
SEWIVES OVERWORKED 8Y

/ g e, AND FACE FRONT
= TRUE BELIEVER.

HARRY YOUR FANTASIZING [T\
IS GOING TO BREAK UP
OUR MARRAGE. .

; N\ = |

e RN
1 y

PSR THo<E AWFUL

=
4 =
BED. CIGARS.

2ae] o
771\ Box OuT OF My

_ i OLD COMICS!
=

THE CHARACTER AND CONCEPT” OF DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY ARE ©1983 PEGGY NAHAS. STORY AND ART @ 1983 ERIK LARSEN
g SN \ N





OPS/images/0029.jpeg
SN/ PASS THE
E!;rs SOURBALLS.
-

5 WAS THAT IN

WHERE'S JOLLY '\ [ T COPED IT OUT
JACK NOW THAT = OF THE BEST
cusgu:s: couLd
N

PTHAT'S ALRIGHT,
I'LL MOVE IN WITH
HONEST IRV.

3 RE
A YOU ALRIGHT?/ I'M FINE.
3 f=—=r~"T'M OUT OF IT,

DEAR. T NO LONGER
INK I'M SMILIN
STAN.

WAIT A SECOND!
HOW COME I'M
SO SHORT?

.@, WILL HEAR
€\ ABOUT THIS. Z\






OPS/images/0026.jpeg
RAPHIC
FANTASY

Hey, gang--

Thought I'd
share some
more dust-
encrusted

art from my
misspent youth!

On this page: a
couple of spot
illustrations
from the inside
front covers of
Graphic Fantasy
issues #1 and 3.

On the next page,
a pinup of Prism
and, following
that, a not-even-
funny-at-the-time
adventure of
Domestic
Tranquility (both
from Graphic
Fantasy #3).

Further proof
that my “old
stuff” really
wasn’t any
“better.”





OPS/images/0027.jpeg
///






OPS/images/0024.jpeg
forward to staying with it for the duration. You even made me like Malcolm!
But enough is enough. From the insane, drooling Trump on the cover to
the interiors depicting Trump voters/supporters as brown-shirted Nazis, I've
had it.

I'm not on a soapbox here. I don’t want to start a boycott. I'm not
encouraging any other of the few thousand readers you have left to stop
buying the book. You have every right to publish whatever you want. But I
have a right to stop buying, which I am doing with extreme prejudice.

Look, here’s a secret for you. Trump’s not that bad! Since you are stuck
in your media bubble where everyone agrees with you, you would have
no clue about what he has or has not accomplished. No, I’'m not going to
defend some of the dumb shit he says, or his outdated attitudes toward
some members of society (he is 70 years old). But I like secure borders,
reasonable taxes and American business. Apparently you don’t. That’s fine,
but when you infuse your comics with your extremist ideas, no one wins.

Depicting all Trump supporters as racist, Nazi buffoons, as you did this
issue, is just laughable. 63 million people voted for the guy! Are we all
bigoted hillbillies? You may disagree, but I am not. That’s what you are
saying when you portray us as such. Liberals are so intolerant.

I'm not waiting around for the next few issues, as you depict President
Trump abusing and deporting American citizens. What a straw man
argument. Malcolm was born in America, as he points out in the story!
Illegal Alien laws apply to our land borders, not outer space! Even as
the son of an extraterrestrial, Malcolm would not be deported. He is an
American. But I'm sure that won’t stop your misguided political rant in
what is supposed to be a superhero action book.

Erik, there have been some great storylines over the course of the
series. I can always look forward to a fun read and some dynamic action
in each issue. Until now. During the series I haven’t cared for your attacks
against Christianity and religion, your depiction of underage sex orgies
and other things you have done. But I haven’t wanted to drop the book
until now-perhaps it’s a cumulative effect. I have just one question for you:
How small do you want Savage Dragon’s audience to be? Anytime you get
so obnoxiously partisan, you are attacking 50% of your audience. Do you
want 50% fewer readers? Is a liberal going to start buying the SA copy I
am dropping to replace me? Are two liberals going to start buying, because
you want to grow, not shrink your audience? At least I think you do ...
Again, how small do you want your audience? Do you only want to make
comics for folks who agree with you politically? If so, good luck selling
copies.

I would truly wish you best of luck on staying with the book, but I just
don’t care anymore. It was fun while it lasted.

Good-bye,

Jerry Smith
Burlington, KY

As you say, depicting all Trump supporters as racist, Nazi buffoons
is just laughable. I hardly drew 63 million people, after all. I gave voice
to a handful of people. A handful that helped tell a story and propelled
characters in a direction I wanted to go.

Did characters simply saying they supported the president offend
you? Did those chanting build a wall offend you? Did those mouthing
quotes taken literally from the mouths of actual Trump supporters
offend you?

If you go through the book and cross off those who said nothing
offensive or simply said things you agree with--you’re left with a
handful--a small few that took things too far. And look around--look at
the real world--many Trump supporters have taken it too far. There’s
no denying that. You know it and I know it. You can pick a narrative
purely from the newspaper which is far more extreme. People have
been killed. Nobody in this story was killed by a Trump supporter.

Did I put unfair and inaccurate words in the president’s mouth?
No, I did not. The reality is that I put no words in his mouth. The cover
was clearly parody and made to provoke and that’s not actually part
of the story--so what it really boils down to is a few lines from a few
characters that you disagreed with. Seriously? That’s all it takes?

Would Clinton voters do the same had she won? I would have done
a similar story had she been victorious. Granted, I’d have found
different quotes from different voters in her case but that was a story I
was prepared to tell.

Both candidates were, as far as I’m concerned, toxic and divisive.
Both have failed, or would have failed, to pull the country together and
“heal the nation” after their contentious contest.

Needless to say, I think you’re overreacting. I’m hardly painting
ALL of Trump’s supporters as crazy people. I’ve depicted a small
number acting inappropriately. Hell, many didn’t even make their
party affiliation known. All we saw was a small number of people
reacting strongly to the sight of aliens after an alien attack and aliens
had been outlawed (one of which was clearly ME--see the last panel of
page 17, ’m the guy saying “Do it!”).

You can, of course, do as you see fit, but if you’re trying to convince
me that Trump supporters act in a reasonable manner with this
missive--you’re not very convincing.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

I am rereading the entire run of Savage Dragon universe titles in order.

That includes everything from Big Bang to Mars Attacks Image... all of
it. And my biggest question, are we going to get more nudity akin to issue
225? And, if so, should we compile a list?

Erik, your mythological epic starring Paul Dragon, Malcolm Dragon,
Freak Force, Vanguard, Star, TMNT, Spawn cross-overs, Mars Attacks
events that continue through the saga, Supreme, Deadly Duo, Superman,
etc. is like a time capsule of the best each comic medium era has to offer.
It IS a comic book (pulpy) with back-ups, letter columns, old-school ads, I
consider, once my hardcover collections of all Highbrow/Image connected
titles are finished, this saga to represent the only super-hero universe out
there. And, question time before my positive Larsen comment is given;

1) On the reading list of Dragon, 1963 #6 is listed. But, when possible,
I try to include the entire arc... so, is 1963 mini-series considered canon in
Dragon’s continuity?

2) I have noticed Tim Seeley has published a few series for Image; any
chance Hack/Slash might meet Malcolm, Freak Force, whoever?

3) Saw Youngblood and WitchBlade were back at Image, any chance
for those Image cross-overs?

4) Can creators, like Sam Kieth-who don’t have any intention to continue
their Image heroes- let you use their characters like the Maxx? See, like
i said, ALL these cross-overs are placed in my huge hardcovers... volume
two only takes us to issue 7 of Dragon what with WildStar, Youngblood
Strikefile, Freak Force, Shadowhawk, SuperPatriot, Vanguard, etc.

okay, now for the biggest compliment I can give ANY comic creator...
YOU, Erik Larsen, are my favorite and most respected comic creator I have
ever been exposed to... and, yes, that includes... THE KING!!! THANK-
YOU,

Matthew Cashel

PS. I cannot wait to see how far the Trump allegory goes. While, we may
differ on some political points, I think this Trump thing has the potential to
become a huge story-arc/event. I mean, this is “it can’t happen here” type
stuff. Aliens being taken away “relocated” while human super heroes are
split as many state “it doesn’t involve me-I was born here” but, how long
until the aliens label grows to include freaks, spandex-clad, etc.? We’ve
seen it before. I would like to see Trump’s character explored as a real cast
member in this case...

Honestly, Matt--I"d really rather not feature Donald Trump any
more than I have to. As villains go, it’s something of a cliché to cast a
slumlord billionaire turned politician as an adversary. Plus, given all
of the forces working against him, it wouldn’t surprise me if the guy
was bounced out of office on his ear, which would make it problematic
if I’d made any longterm plans that hinged on his remaining in office.
I was honestly sweating about him still being around when Savage
Dragon #226 was being worked on.

As far as nudity goes--I dunno. Likely there’ll be some more but it’s
not as though I’ll be dragging in a bunch of old characters just to have
them parade around in the buff. I’m still trying to tell stories here.

As for your numbered questions...

1.1 think you can safely exclude it. Did Dragon even appear? In any
case--nothing about it had any lasting repercussions in my book.

2. That’s up to Tim. If he asks, I’d likely let him. I’m not inclined to
use those characters in my book.

3. It’s not impossible. The current Youngblood creative team did
ask about using Malcolm. With few exceptions (and I can’t think
of anything off the top of my head) I have always let people use my
characters in their books at Image. I kind of feel it’s my duty to let that
be one of the perks of publishing at Image Comics.

4. They can--and they might.

And thanks for the kind words. Being compared to Jack Kirby on
any level is very flattering.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: A new menace!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Here we are at Savage Dragon #228! I guess that was bound
to happen.

In any case--this issue things go even more off the rails but
don’t get your knickers in a twist over that. It’s not another bold
new direction or anything--just a place the book can go if I feel
like it. In any case...that happened. And we all made it through in
one piece.

For those of you who had built up some huge involved back
story for Seeker in your head and were massively dissapointed by

the tepid reveal--well, sorry. I never said he was anything more
than just another guy. That was all on you. If this is your first
exposure to the Seeker--ignore this paragraph entirely. Nothing
to see here.

Which brings us to the letters. This issue it’s all about #226 and
the appearance (or lack thereof) of Donald Trump. So, enjoy

Dear Erik,

I think #226 was my favourite issue in a little while. The Merging of
Multiple Earths was fun, and is sure to be important, but I do prefer issues
that let the characters have more room to breathe. Dragon’s funeral was
a good place to see some old faces. I have a feeling some of them might
be popping up again soon, especially considering that some of them now
remember a very different life. Rock seems like a prime candidate for this.
I always enjoyed seeing him in the diner, but if he remembers being the
leader of the SOS, does that mean he might retire the chef’s apron? It was
nice to see the Janeys and the Jonson boys, too. I always felt like there was
untapped story potential with all of these characters.

I hope nobody got upset about your portrayal of Donald Trump
and some of his supporters. Portraying politics and political figures in
superhero books can be touchy, but it’s something that’s always come up
in your books from time to time. I’d like to think that most of your fans
can respect your points even if they may not agree with them. But there’s
always somebody willing to get upset, I’'m sure. Personally, you could have
made Trump look even worse and it wouldn’t have bothered me.

Based on upcoming covers, it looks like this backlash against Malcolm
will be sending him and his family to Canada. I know that this won’t be
permanent, since nothing in this book is, but I kind of hope that this lasts
more than an issue or two. As a Canadian, it’s always fun to see our country
in American books and movies, but it’s also with a bit of trepidation. We’ve
all seen Canada portrayed inaccurately many, many times. I promise not to
give you a hard time if you make mistakes, but I’'m sure your Canadian fans
will let you know (politely, of course).

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Moving Malcolm and family to Toronto has been an interesting
challenge. Still trying to strike the perfect balance between reality and
fiction here. When the book was set in Chicago the city as portrayed in
this book was largely fictionalized. Sure, actual places were referenced
occasionally but for the most part the city was made up. With Toronto,
at least initially, I’ve been setting things in real places. And that has its
advantages and disadvantages. In Chicago I had locations that I could
use and abuse without a second thought. With Toronto, thus far, it’s been
largely based on the actual thing and portraying a real restaurant as a
shit-hole or a real bar as a dangerous, bug-infested dive seems like a bad
idea.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

I have to say I'm more than disappointed in your more recent issue! I
have been reading Savage Dragon since issue no. 1 and always enjoyed the
stories but I have had enough. I am a well educated man of 47 years of age
and find it hard to swallow the swill you are selling! Yes, I voted for Trump
and I resent the implication that you are making that all those who voted for
him are racist, homophobic, etc. I graduated from college, graduated from
dental school and own a successful dental practice. I served my country in
the USAF. I work hard and take care of my family. I also believe in our laws
and constitution. I will no longer purchase your comic book. It’s your right
as owner to write what you want and it is my right to boycott it. I’'m sure
I’'m not the only one who will discontinue reading your political diatribes!
You are in the entertainment industry, why don’t you stick to that and leave
politics aside?

Good luck and God bless,

Richard Hansard D.D.S

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Because I have a conscience.

Because entertainment doesn’t have to be empty fluff.

Because an open dialogueis animportant step toward understanding
one another.

Take your pick.

But let’s be honest, there is hardly a 50/50 divide between Trump
supporters and non-supporters amongst my readership. Hell, most
conservatives don’t support the president. Most voters didn’t vote for
him. A large portion of the voting public either voted for his opponent
or stayed home. This was the most divisive, nasty, contentious election
of all time and the two opponents were both widely disliked by the
populace.

Now, I’ll grant you that the cover was intentionally provocative, but
the actual book did not cast Trump in a particularly bad light. In the
book itself the president doesn’t speak a single line of dialogue.

It did cast a bad light on some of his more crazed disciples, sure,
but I was literally pulling quotes from Twitter, Youtube and Facebook
for much of that dialogue and if you actually bother to tally things
up you’ll find that it runs the gamut from enthusiastic supporters to
cautiously optimistic voters to a handful of emboldened racists. Look
again and see for yourself.

Erik,

It’s safe to say that funerals are par for the course in SD, pretty much the
only thing that’s safe when it comes to Chicago. What is unusual is saying
goodbye (for good) to what used to be the lead character in this book. R.L.P.,
Paul Dragon. Real glad that Jon Day could attend the funeral; that guy sure
gets around. That said, I (along with Alex and Jennifer) still hold out hope
that Dragon might somehow make his return in one form or another. Hey, if
Jon Day can inexplicably come back to life on multiple occasions, so should
Dragon.

While I swore I would NEVER buy anything affiliated with Donald
Trump, SD #226 is certainly an exception. This issue in no way endorses
the hate and stupidity of those who side with the con man who currently
resides in the White House (that is when he’s not at Mar-a-Lago). Good
on you for wanting to address the pressing social challenge that is the
fight against racism. Yes, comic books are often escapist fantasy, but that
needn’t always be the case. Let it be known that I loathe Donald Trump
with every fiber of my being, but that didn’t stop me from loving this cover,
which will “arguably” go down as the most memorable. The way you drew
those angry Trump supporters with such distinct features rather than
generic faces in a crowd made it seem all too real, like something straight
out of Fox News. Yuck. (Great art, though.) My only quibble is that you
drew them with way too many teeth IMHO. LOVED that shot of Daredevil,
BTW. BIG fan. Would’ve said huge, but Trump has forever ruined that
word for me.

Seeing the toppling of that Dragon statue was a very powerful image that
ties into the ongoing debate concerning historical monuments in America.
The way the FBI and CPD turned on Malcolm was equally disturbing. Even
more alarming was seeing those “alt-right” fascists go after Maxine and the
kids.

You can draw an interesting parallel between Kamandi and Savage
Dragon... that of isolation, brutality, and death. The difference being, the
last boy on Earth learned about the world via film, for Dragon, it was TV.
Fortunately, Malcolm Dragon isn’t exactly the last of his kind, not if the
triplets have anything to say about it. So as not to sound all doom and
gloom, let me say this: great issue!

When it comes to fighting racism/Nazism, I'm a firm believer in not
pulling any punches. And yes, I'm alluding to fisticuffs. Pretty sure
Malcolm and I are on the same page on this. As it should be.

Sincerely,

Sotiris Gravas

P.S. Nice back-up. Always great to see something written by you which
expands on supporting cast backstory.

P.P.S. Cool back cover pin-up; it gave the book a wraparound cover vibe.

P.P.P.S. Dragon may be gone, but I hope Alex and Jennifer stick around
for a while.

They’re likely to stick around a bit. I’m rather fond of them myself.

Erik,
Okay, you wanted me out, I’m out. Savage Dragon #226 is my last issue.
I’ve followed your work since your early Marvel stuff. I have the Savage
Dragon original miniseries, spin-off series and all related miniseries. I
have 226 issues in a row of the monthly. I mostly enjoy the book and looked
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