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All Different Freak Force. You should give them their own title for 6 issues.
Then for 12. Then another 8. That would be sweet. Oops, wrong universe. So
so0 happy that Mr.Glum made it out. I think he’s replaced Mister Miracle as the
greatest escape artist at this point.

Paul? Really? I'm guessing there’s some reason but it escapes me.

Spent almost $30 Canadian so I could get the normal cover and the XXX
cover. Can’t say it didn’t hurt...more than a little but it was cool just to have
the only Savage Dragon XXX cover and it was definitely amazing and sexy.
Great way to celebrate a very special issue.

Any chance Malcolm will drop by my place in Vancouver on his World
Tour? Just keep the kids away from my wheelchair...

And I hate to end on a down note, but you did make me sad in one other
way with this issue, sir. 100 pages and NO Deadly Duo?? I was downright
suicidal!! How could you do this to me, Erik? But then I remembered the
recent awesome Mighty Man one shot. And it dawned on me! You’re saving
them for a Deadly Duo 100 Page Giant! Why do I ever doubt you, sir? Can’t
wait! So overall, a great book and here’s to 225 more issues of Malcolm
Dragon!! Make Mine Dragon...

Don Smith
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Honestly, that 40-page lead story nearly did me in. I’'m pretty sure
adding yet another 10 pages would have pushed me into an early grave!

The sudden death of Neighbor Craig was something I had been
building toward for some time. Craig is one of the few characters that has
appeared in this book that was actually based on a real human being. And
the real Craig was a big fan of the of the appearance of James Quentin
Manning in Savage Dragon #36, which is what I emulated somewhat with
his death scene.

Dear Erik,

Issue 225 is another huge milestone to hit, and the best part is that it seems
like you’re still in your prime. The scope of this book invokes comparisons
to Cerebus a lot, and while I enjoyed that book a lot, when Dave Sim hit
issue 225 he was winding things down for the home stretch. You seem like
you’ve just started the next big chapter of the book, in which the spotlight is
on Malcolm.

And Malcolm’s claim as the lead character seems very secure now. I've
been worried about Dragon maybe coming back to take over the book. I like
that it’s Malcolm’s book, and seeing his old man powered up on the cover
certainly looked like a return to Classic Savage Dragon. But now he’s dead,
and I can’t remember amore definitive death in this book. Many characters
have died and come back, including Dragon. And this issue killed off Damien
DarkLord and Mr. Glum, two of the biggest villains the title’s ever seen.
Maybe they’ll be back, and maybe they won’t. But seeing Dragon in Heaven
sure looks like you're telling us that he’s dead for good. I will miss him, but
I can accept this. He had his time, this is Malcolm’s book (until he dies, and
Jackson, Amy and Tyrone take over).

Other than the big deaths, and the Merging Of Multiple Earths, I’'m not sure
this issue did too much to excite me. I am pumped to see what this merging
means for our characters, but that means the fallout is more interesting than
the event. And while these giant-sized anniversary issues are always fun, the
back-up stories sometimes seem less than essential.

I liked Freak Force back in the day, but for some reason, these reunions
never do it for me. I like that all those characters are around, but it seems
every few years there’s a back-up story where they reunite, and it feels forced.

Otherwise, it was a big and fun issue. I look forward to the next 25 years!

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Uh...Mr. Glum didn’t actually die. You didn’t make it to the end of the
story, did you? He’s totally alive. No, seriously. Go look. I’'ll wait.
See?

Erik,

Long-time reader, third-time letter-hack. It’s hard to believe I wrote my
last LoC 18 years ago, when you used your original Dragon adventures
from Graphic Fantasy as grist for the mill in your from-the-ground-up re-
envisioning of your childhood concept. Since then, I’'ve amassed a collection
including literally every issue and variant of all your related series at Image.
Now, here we are at SAVAGE DRAGON #225, a multi-versary effectively
closing the door on much that’s happened since, including “Paul Dragon”
himself.

Unlike the Big Two today, you have kept a sense of history about your
characters. It’s apparent from the fact SAVAGE DRAGON has never
relaunched (except for the mini vs. regular series), and it’s most strongly
apparent from your oversize anniversary issues that harken back to better--or
at the least, certainly more fun--days for the industry. I’ll take a book that
takes pains to keep in touch with its history any day.

With this “Merging of Multiple Earths” saga, you've effectively taken
aim at other comic crises, but kept the scale personal, showing the impact of
Glum’s actions on your select group. That your focus never wandered shows
the story wasn’t really about the multiple Earths (although it’s great, pure
comic-booky goodness). I'd been seeing so many of the elements I loved
returning to the book in the last dozen or so issues--Glum’s return, Dragon let
out of jail, Jennifer’s return especially--that I'd been frankly waiting for the
other shoe to drop. Nobody gets that much of what they want without some
yuck hot on its heels.

Issue #225 was that shoe. The original Savage Dragon deserved to go
out on top and he did. And, in so doing, you followed up on the promise of
his “Talk With God” many years ago. Kudos! Much as I wanted him to ride
off into the sunset with Jennifer, or Alex if it had to be, or hell, even both--
come on!--I knew realistically that “retired hero” was no role for him. I loved

seeing him finally restored, if only for the conclusion of the Darklord battle...
although, I certainly wonder if his using his son’s lightning power may have
hastened his turning into a big red smear. I guess it doesn’t really matter, but
it’d make sense the more he leaned on the powers granted him by Malcolm’s
blood, the more at risk he was. Plus, he did jinx himself pretty effectively with
his last words, no?

Erik, you have never failed to entertain over the last 25 years with
SavageDragon, and even more when I consider your Marvel work. Here we
had a fine sendoff for a beloved character, and I have to wonder where you’re
taking the series next. Malcolm is a capable lead and I’'m anxious to see him
take the series to places his dad never did. Keep up the excellent work...and
maybe it won’t take me another 18 years to send up another letter!

Finhead for life,

Gary M. Miller
Laveen, AZ

Yes, please don’t wait so long.

Erik,

I absolutely loved it. Thank you!

I don’t think I've ever had a stupid grin on my face while reading a comic
nearly as much as I did while reading this.

“Is Angel at home, Mrs. Murphy?” My favorite page, by far. Glum’s grin
was me.

And not to even mention... Best. Superhero. Death. Ever.

Here’s to another 25 years. :)

Thank you!

-Jim in Charlotte

Crazy to think that Malcolm will be 45 at that point.

Erik,

Epic covers. All of them. Thank you for the additional content. Was well
worth the price of admission. I really dug the story by Frank Fosco and
yourself.

The main story. Getting right to the point: oh my gawd, I was so scared to
turn the page when Savage Dragon was squaring off against Darklord. When
Darklord says ‘it’s over.” I actually waited a minute to turn the page...I was so
hesitant... But then all was well....

World saved by the great Savage Dragon.

Until a page or two later when you popped him like a balloon. I was in
shock. I couldn’t believe it. I still can’t. I've been in denial, that’s why it’s
taken me a few weeks to chime in. [ wanna say it will be okay. That just like
Glum, it’s a trick. Darklord will come back, that he faked his death, he high
tailed it outta town and grabbed Dragon in some kind of temporal something
or other and he’ll be back- but then I stop myself... no...this... This is the end
of ‘my’ Savage Dragon.

Don’t get me wrong, I know he’s been on the sidelines in prison and all
and that Malcolm has been the star. I'm okay with that. My Dragon was still
there. But now...now I am fake mad at you for this, sir. I will get over it. I will
still gladly get the book and support you, sir. You are an awesome creator and
I love the ride. I truly do. I’ll still be fake mad for a bit though. You’re not off
the hook that easily.

Your fin fan and friend,

Randy Hogan

It’s okay...let it all out. You’ll feel better after a good cry.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The SEEKER strikes!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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super-hero book that can accept that a nipple is not an evil thing.
Thanks for doing tis book for such a long time and for sharing your crazy
world with us.
Paul Hoppe
P.S. I have done my own take on Angel and some of the other characters,
and wanted to share— hope you’ll like it!

Sweet drawing, Paul!

As far as the nudity thing goes--not 100% sure where to go from here.
I know it’s an available option but having it be all the time seems weird
and having it be off and on seems weird as well. If it’s all the time it seems
gratuitous but if it’s not all the time it seems like a book that can’t make
up its mind what it wants to be.

I suppose I’ll do what I always do and just do whatever feels right at
the time.

Hey Erik,

First and foremost, congratulations. Congrats on hitting issue 225, and
congrats on publishing SD for 25 years. Both are no easy feats to accomplish,
but you did it, buddy, and you did it with a whole lot of substance and style
along the way.

SD 225 is without a doubt my second favorite issue in the entire run

(behind only #81). When I finished reading it for the first time, I was amazed
at the range of emotions that I felt. Joy, sadness, anger, and so much more. The
fact that a comic book was able to elicit such a response, is a testament of the
quality of your storytelling chops.
I don’t even know where to begin in terms of writing about the issue as I
feel like it would be so easy to focus on one aspect and get carried away, but
I have to mention Dragon first. Dragon was the meat of the book for so long,
that seeing him die was gut wrenching, despite the happy afterlife he has in
store for him. Sure,we have seen him die before, but this time the finality of it
is real, and it’s safe to say he’s gone. Still, no better way to go than by taking
down DarkLord for the final time. What a death for that interesting piece
of work. Also, it was nice to have Dragon around family and friends as he
exploded, but I can’t help but feel terrible for Alex. There relationship was so
close to finally reaching the pinnacle that it deserved.

Everything in the issue was nearly flawless. The art has been top notch
recently and really enjoyed the one page where Maxine said she doesn’t want
to sleep with other men, as I was getting a bit worried for a moment there.
The action this issue reminded me so much of Superman Vs Doomsday, and
your own Dragon Vs Dragon from #156. Everything seemed at stake and
everyone was fighting for keeps. It might have been your finest battle within
these pages. My only gripe was that Glum survived, but with how awesome
the issue was, it was a bit of an afterthought.

A few quick questions if you don’t mind.

Did you always intend for Dragon to die in #225? If so, what made you
decide to kill him off? ~ Will Alex stick around now that Dragon is gone, or
is she going to leave Chicago once again?

Powerhouse, soon? It would be pretty awesome to see Maxine and him
interact at some point. So much potential there.

So, how does it feel to have made it to issue #2257

At the end of the day, you did it. You reached #225 and you made it an
amazing experience. [ remember feeling a tad disappointed with #200 that it
didn’t contain a world-shattering story, but this makes up for it two fold. Once
again, congrats,and onwards to #250 next!

Sincerely,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

No, I did not always intend for Dragon to die in #225. I mean, at some
point I decided that #225 would be the issue but I didn’t start off drawing
this book 25 years ago with the thought that I’d kill off the Dragon in
#225. What I did know was that I wanted to set the book in real time and
have characters age and grow and that I wanted Dragon to die at some
point and have the book continue without him. Generally I plot things in
very broad strokes like that. I have a general idea where I want to go.

Erik,

How dare you!

How dare you kill MY favorite comic book character! I am outraged and
will BOYCOTT your comic from now on! You HAVE to think about the fans
and do as we say or else we will go on social media and bitch, moan and
complain!

I just wanted to know what it felt like to be one of those raging fanboys...

I was 13 when I first bought Savage Dragon, I remember braving winter
storms to walk to the comic book store (I am in Quebec) clutching my $5 bill
and buy Savage Dragon.

I am 39 years old now and still rushing to read Savage Dragon, what a
TRIP!

Wow another epic chapter closes for Savage Dragon, there was so much
going on in there that I had to read it twice to make sure I didn’t miss anything.
The pacing was furious and as per usual action filled.

I like how you “reset” things and changed the status quo, enabling you to
have fresh takes on old characters, I am super curious to know what you have
in store for them.

I am disappointed Glum is still alive, but from the ending it seems that it’ll
be a while before we see him again, he seems to be playing the long game.The
art was great in this issue, I loved Dragon’s smile as he entered “heaven”, and
while he is dead, nothing is impossible, like all great comic writers, you’ve
left the door opened, in my mind anyways.

My ONLY gripe is that this story could’ve been longer, more in-depth,
even in this issue, it felt a little rushed, I would’ve waited an extra month to
see the story filled up a little, to see Dragon’s last battle played out more, I

think it would’ve added more emotional investment to his death, again just
my opinion. Malcolm and company weren’t shocked enough to me, but I
imagine the fall out to all this will be played out in the future, I hope to see the
aftermath of a son seeing his dad blowup in front of his eyes in future issues.
It’s just that you’ve created such a HUGE world (MULTIVERSE), I would’ve
liked to see more of the damage done by Glum /Darklord.

But I guess that if there is ONE curse of the monthly comic, it’s that you
only got so much space and so much time to fill it.

I am going to miss the original Dragon. He was exactly what I was looking
for in comics as a kid right around the time I quit on Spider-Man. And it’s
awesome that the comic grew up as I did!Luckily, you've created great
characters in Malcolm and the supporting cast that’ll keep the comic going
for a long time.

The back-up stories were cool, I liked the Fosco story, the mood of it
matched his art perfectly!

I am very weary of larger sized issues because of the crappy back up
stories, but you’ve managed to avoid doing that so far. The original Dragon
story was so much darker than I would’ve expected!

Anyways I can ramble on forever, thanks for 25 years of entertainment,
Mr. Larsen. Your comics helped me as an awkward teenager and then
entertained the heck out of me as an adult.

I am making the 6 hour trek from Montreal to Toronto to come see you at
the end of August. It’s gonna be awesome to finally meet you and thank you in
person!

Take care and here’s to another 25 years!

Eric Mallette

Wait...the Dragon? You were lamenting the passing of the Dragon?
And here I thought you were all broken up about Neighbor Craig!

Erik,

I'm sure you’ll be bombarded with praise about your amazing work on
issue 225, so if you don’t mind, I'm going to write a couple short letters to the
others who helped make this issue so enjoyable. You know, spreading around
the praise.

Dear Nikos Koutsis: Your coloring is phenomenal. I especially loved the
colors on the splash page of Glum showing up with a bouquet of flowers. And
you had a tough act to follow in illustrating Freak Force. To me, it’s always
Erik or Vic Bridges who seem to draw them “right,” but you definitely made
the characters your own and it’s like they’ve been reinvented for the new
Dragon era. I hope I get to see you draw them some more!

Dear Mike Toris: I know you lay the baseline for the awesome colors, so
keep up the good work. I've seen some of your before-and-after flatting on
your Deviant Art page. Really cool stuff!

Dear Chris Eliopoulos: Nice job lettering, as always. You’ve been working
on this book almost as long as Erik, and your lettering is as much a part of the
fabric of the Dragon universe as anything else. It just fits. And congrats on 25
years of that iconic logo!

Dear Ferran Delgado: Your lettering style was perfect for those backup
stories. Somehow your lettering is fun, serious, retro, and modern all at the
same time. The wavy monster font is great!

Dear Joe Keatinge and Ryan Alexander-Tanner: Freakin’ sweet. That
panel of Flash Mercury tucked in his bed under the Farrah Fawcett poster is
priceless. P.S. Joe, Shutter was badass!

Dear Derek Hunter: Just awesome..Those three pages were visually
equivalent to hearing your favorite pop punk song for the first time.

Dear Raven Perez: I know from hearing the Savage Fincast podcast a
couple times that you are a fin-addict, and now I realize you can also draw
some sweet cartoons! Super fun art, storytelling, and facial expressions.

Dear Mark Englert: I love how you used a vibrant cartoony palette on the
Angel story and a moody night-time palette on the Malcolm/Monster story
and rocked them both. The monster story coloring was quite good.

Dear Frank Fosco: You are the man. The monster story art was moody and
creepy and all-around solid. I especially enjoyed the page of Malcolm leaping
from the fire escape and running through the terrified crowd. I've enjoyed
seeing your art in SD over the years, but this one might just be the best one.

And finally, Dear 1982 Erik Larsen: That Graphic Fantasy story had some
pizzazz. I think you’ll make it in the comic book business someday.

Seriously gang, this is one of the best comics I’ve ever read. Everyone take
a bow.

Out of synonyms for “fantastic,”

Aaron Eppy
Devens, MA

I think I speak for everybody when I say, “thanks!”

Erik,

They say good thing things come to those who wait; I'm inclined to agree.
All it took was 25 frickin’ years for SD #225 to finally get here! Congrats
on yet another mammoth milestone issue. Oh, yeah.. HAPPY 25TH
ANNIVERSARY!

Thanks for that amazing selection of variant covers to choose from. It’s a
good thing Dr. Fredric Wertham wasn’t alive to see that NSFW cover because
the shock would’ve killed him.

While some may extol the virtues of digital comics, there’s something to
be said for holding a 100-page square-bound monster between your hands.
That haptic sensation, even the simple action of turning a page is part of my
enjoyment. Call me old-fashioned, but I’ll leave the digital format for future
generations of cyborgs that look like neighbor Craig.

Well, you finally did it. You went and killed off Dragon. I can’t say
I’'m surprised. Seeing him all bulked-upon the cover was a dead giveaway
(pardon the pun). Yes, I'm sad. I’ve grown fond of the big lug over the years,
whose adventures I've followed since Day One. Seeing him go is almost as
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if a part of my own past has been dealt a death blow. That said, I
can understand why you did it: he was stealing Malcolm’s thunder on
every panel; not to mention his lightning powers which allowed him
to defeat a weakened Darklord.

That “SPUT!” sound effect of Dragon blowing up shall forever be
ingrained in my memory (right next to “thwipp” and “snikt”).

Gotta love those classic Larsen left-page reveals! Gotta say, I
wasn’t expecting Cyborg Craig to guzzle down Malcolm’s blood so
readily. I laughed so hard that the way I sharted was almost as messy
as his body’s spontaneous dispersal.

I loved the way Jennifer got to rechristen the Savage Dragon
as Paul Dragon. That, along with the reprinting of his very first
appearance brought everything full circle. The way you drew Jennifer
consoling Alex was just perfect. The art this issue was very on point.
Well done!

The fact that you drew 40 pages of the lead story speaks to your
dedication to this book. You wanted to give Paul Dragon a proper
send-off, a hero’s death, and you succeeded. Be that as it may, this
IS comics, and you could decide to bring him back in back-ups or
back to life. For all I know, that wasn’t “heaven,” but actuallyValhalla
-- where valiant warrior go. If Thor could be brought back to life, then
goddammit, so can Dragon. One day.

With all the death in this issue, I'm real glad you didn’t 86 my
favorite saturnine shorty, Glum. The way you had him fade off into
the sunset in that tragic, gruesome manner was picture-perfect. You
made me feel empathy for this homicidal maniac, which I guess is a
good thing.

Well, this issue makes the wait for issues like #250, #275, and of
course, #300 all the more tolerable. Congratulations to you and Paul
Dragon on 25 (35 and 45) amazing, savage years. His story may have
come to and end, but you still have plenty of stories left in you, thank
goodness. In this day and age where creative teams are shuffled
around ad nauseam, it’s refreshing to see that one driving force is still
at he helm of Savage Dragon, and for that I am most grateful.

Sincerely,

Sotiris Gravas

P.S. Kudos to everyone involved with the back-ups. Great work all
around! That Raven Perez guy has a promising future in comics. Let it
be known that I love the return of Freak Force, especially one willing
to oppose the foul-mouthed fraud that is Donald Trump.

P.P.S. More Frank Fosco! (I LOVE monster stories set at night!)

Thanks for that. I must admit, I was pretty pleased with how
everything came together.

Happy anniversary, Erik!

I read up on the last 25-30 issues recently in preparation for this
special anniversary, especially after I read spoilers from an interview.
I wanted to make sure I caught any possible reference, any connection
I may have forgotten since after all, I’ve been reading this book for
25 years. Farewell Dragon. Pretty sure you’re dead-dead and any
other appearances after won’t be real or from a different world or time
(somehow). But again this makes me wonder: if Universo or other
world ending trouble wasn’t enough, how was this multiverse ending
threat not enough still for Fon~Ti to get off his ass and get involved?

Darklord was certainly riled up and I almost see it from his point of
view. Uncounted numbers of lives have been wiped out, even if most
were living under his rule. I can’t imagine the day to day life for most
people as being super oppressed. People are probably living lives,
raising families, exploring their interests and as long as they don’t
have super powers, they probably won’t ever have to imagine dealing
with the worst of what Darklord could do. While I question why he’d
think he needs to destroy the world to bring back worlds (there’s no
more raw material, right?) Dark World seemed like the worst possible
example only because of the unstable planet meanwhile SD75-30.1
seemed to be suffering from far worse with the lack of Darklord
interference until Dragon cleaned it up. They fucking had Hitler in a
form of power again in that world!

How’s Australia, by the way?

Ok, here’s one thing that’s coming to mind, with all the powerful
people roaming those various earths, what about Solar Man? I realize
a lot of his power came from suppressing ‘40s era heroes but do you
think there were any fully powered Solar Man variants kowtowing
Darklord’s ideals or did that half martian work like crazy to make sure
Solar Man didn’t burn his head off?

Although it made me wonder what’s strong enough to cut a
powered up Smasher or Angel, I audibly gasped at how creepy it was
that Ba-Goom decided a baby Angel was good enough rather than
make another appeal to the only adult Angel Murphy. Cool gimmick
on his part to teleport a convincing enough corpse in his stead.

It seems like everything was canon in the backups as well, even the
Graphic Fantasy, given the merging of all earths. I had been thinking
the Sensational Flash Mercury gags to be one off fun strips and that
instead the real story was the Flash and Powerhouse roaming the
country making amends. But still this is cool. I like the idea of Making
Everything Matter rather than resetting.

Landlord (or superintendent?) Craig sure was a chipper guy to the
end.

I am digging the horrific faces you slip into Dimension-X’s debris
fields.

Freak Force! It will be hard to have anything as fun as that old book
but Ido appreciate seeing the nod to it, complete with a cover homage
as an action splash. Ricki’s not a kid any more but she was always

level headed and mature. Barbaric seems to be not as immature anymore.
Horridus is a mother now (*and how come we don’t see her daughter?*).
We’re still learning about Marsha but she seems cool. Young Mighty Man,
I wonder how often he checks back with his parents. If anything we’ve seen
his father more often than Ann. And bless SuperPatriot and his unchanging
strong stance in favor of flesh and blood people over corporations. I wish I
had a fraction of his courage to be as vocal about things.

What I'm not digging is how replaceable the Dart gimmick seems to
be. Sure they’re 3 different people with their own distinct personalities
and motivations but it feels like she’s super replaceable and I admit that
part of this is missing the original, trash-talking, no-nonsense Dart who
was more so a leader to Freak Force. Though I did enjoy the cold blooded
and strategic gangster Dart, even if she had developed the funny grandiose
dialogue that Overlord had to a degree. I'll just wait and see and hope to see
more Freak Force whenever you can squeeze them in.

I sincerely congratulate you for keeping this going and expanding and
continuing with your imagination after all these years. I bought Savage
Dragon #1 in 1992 and it’s made me so happy over the years. I'm hoping
you keep going as long as you can because you are fascinating me with this
book. I'm glad it’s your dream job.

Ami Gorgoroso
Elizabeth, NJ

I like to think that Fon~Ti is off having adventures of his own
whenever the shit hits the fan on Earth. I just don’t want another Odin
to be hanging around, ready to pull Thor’s fat out of the fire whenever
things look bleak. That’s the danger of having all-powerful characters
kicking around. Where was Spawn? What was Invincible up to?
‘Where was Superman and the Avengers? After a while it seems that all
the hero does is get into trouble and then get saved by the Cavalry.

Point taken on Dart but the same argument could be made for
Dragon or Mighty Man as well. I think it’s somewhat more acceptable
having those traits get passed along within a family than having some
random stranger pick up the mantle. I suppose I could have had a new
Freak Force sans-Dart but that didn’t seem right either. Sometimes it’s
not so easy.

Erik,

All I can say is..WOW.

Actually that’s false, because I have plenty to say. Congratulations as
always for living every comic fan/creator’s dream...creating your own
haracter(s) and having the opportunity to tell your story in published form
for a quarter century.

This book, I knew would be a doozy, and honestly...the outcome,
although it was always to be expected, but damn. This was definitely the
ultimate shebang for the character we know as Dragon.

Every character you have created now has knowledge of every iteration
of them you ever conceived did or even thought of. Alex now knows her life
with and without Dragon and even this savage world when she was killed.
Malcolm now remembers when Kurr killed Angel and eventually him.
Jennifer now knows the pain of Savage World Jennifer and the memories
of Sue Wilson. Dragon can now trace his life back to the very beginning,
45 years ago when a kid conceived the idea, as he evolved into Paul Dragon
and now dies as the hero who defeated Darklord, for good (?) To think, 150
issues ago, Dragon squared off with Darklord the time traveler and killed
lil’ Damien. Now, after that ending I know that this is indeed the swan song
of Paul “Savage” Dragon.

Malcolm is still coming into his peak...he’s not even 21 yet...his stories
(given he doesn’t die young) are bountiful. The legacy of Savage Dragon is
so enduring. I for one declare it as the greatest comic series of my lifetime,
hands down.

Thanks again, Erik for this funnybook.

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA
(@goat1408

<)

That is high praise indeed. Thanks for coming along for the ride. I
couldn’t have done this without each and every one of you.

Hello...Erik...

I knew it...I knew it...as soon as you pardoned Dragon I had this bad
feeling in the pit of my stomach that this was where 225 was leading to...
you Klingon bastard, you killed my Dragon!!!

Butreally, the big guy had almost 25 years on top and they were glorious
years for the most part weren’t they? Getting a young woman coated in
dung after a night of drinking...asking Rapture to marry him slightly too
late...knocking out Donald Trump...oh wait, that last one might have just
been a fantasy of mine. But in all seriousness, thank you for giving us 25
years of Dragon, Erik. It was a hell of aright and a lot of fun and I'm glad
he went out the hero he was rather than sitting in death row. Here’s to you,
my big green hero!

Overall, a great issue for the most part. My big complaint, which I’ll
get out of the way up front, is that I wish you had devoted more pages to
the main story. It just felt so overstuffed and desperately needing at least
another 10 pages. Like, I kinda felt like you were building to something
with Craig and then he gets popped in a two panel joke death. Was this a
last minute thing to show the stakes or am I wrong and this was the end plan
all along? It made for a fast, thrilling read, but I wish there had been a bit
more meat on my plate if that makes sense.

I liked how they all retain their memories, definitely gives the story
more weight unlike most stories like this where they throw in a line about
how their “memories of their alternate lives start to grow dim”. Always felt
like such a cheat to me. So a big thumbs up on that. Loving the All New
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This one was far more of an ordeal than I’d have liked it to
have been. Maybe it’s the traveling--I took a vacation with the
family in New York City and blew off work for a week--maybe all
of the conventions that lined up, one after the other, in Toronto,
Portland and New York--or maybe I’m still recovering from
the ordeal which was Savage Dragon #225 and 226 but this one
seemed to take an extraordinarily long time to produce.

Also--I tried this crazy thing with this issue--every page has
panels of uniform size but no two pages are the same and it really
slowed me down. It was a lot more challenging than I would have
thought.

In any case, that’s over and behind me now, so let’s jump right
into the letters! You all like letters, right? Well, here are some of
those.

Hey Erik!

So this is an email I probably should have sent a long time ago, like a
decade ago, but I wanted to reach out and say thank you for inspiring an
11 year old kid in Alexandria, Indiana to pursue his creative side. That kid
was me, in 1993, reading the early issues of the Savage Dragon. I can’t tell
you how many times I would go back and reread the letters page of that first
issue of the mini-series where you talked about drawing comics with your
friends growing up. Around that same time my friends and I were talking
about drawing comics ourselves and reading your story and seeing that you
grew up and got to draw that same character you were creating with your
friends as a kid... well I guess it showed 11 year old me that what I was doing
wasn’t a waste of time, it could become a job after all.

My hometown is a very small midwest town and not exactly a hotbed
for creative pursuits, so there wasn’t anyone locally I could meet to give me
guidance or inspiration. The letters pages of the Savage Dragon became one
of the places I went to for that. Now I ended up not going into comics, in fact
1 was always a terrible artist, but I do work in film now and after years of
struggling I'm finally making a decent living at it and working on some cool
projects for a company I’'m an owner of.

I still bust out that first issue of Savage Dragon from time to time and read
that letters page, (did so just last week actually) and it always reminds me of
that young kid in Indiana who wanted to grow up and be creative for a living.
So even though it’s something you did unknowingly 24 years ago, thank you
for inspiring that kid from the boonies.

David Ward

P.s. If you’re ever in Austin, Texas and have some free time, I'd love to buy

you a beer. Thank you again!

Austin, Texas seems pretty far to go just for beer. Also, as it turns out--
they have beer where I live as well and I don’t need to get on an airplane
and fly to Austin, Texas in order to enjoy it. Of course, you’re not buying
the beer where I live but then I don’t have to buy a plane ticket to Austin,
Texas, so I think I’m actually coming out ahead on this deal. Unless,
of course the beer you were going to buy me was some really expensive
imported beer.

Thanks for the kind words. Happy to have inspired you to pursue your
dreams. It’s pretty great when it all works out and even when it doesn’t...
well, it’s nice to know you gave it a shot. I have no regrets and it sounds
like you’re in the same boat.

Erik you crazy magnificent bastard,

I’ve been along for the ride since day one for this comic, and what I've
always loved about it is that I have no fucking idea what you’re going to
do next. Literally every page turn could result in a change that shakes the
very foundation of the universe/s you’ve created, and this is obviously no
exception!

Even after 25 years, Savage Dragon is still the funnest book on the shelves.
1 just wish more people would realize it - especially the legions of Kirby fans
who must realize by now the energy of your comics and art just exudes Jack
from cover to cover. You’ve said in the past that you won’t continue the book if
it stops becoming profitable - I hope there’s still a fair margin between break
even and your current readership.

A quick question - I don’t think Image Comics has ever been more
attractive to readers sick to death of all the Marvel and DC gimmicks - are
there any particular Image titles that you love to read every month, which are
your favorites?

Please keep making this book for another 225 issues (at least), even if that
means we’re reading about Dragon’s great grandkids by then!

All the best,

Darren Close
Melbourne, Australia

I pick up Invincible, The Walking Dead, The Few, I Hate Fairyland,
Snot Girl, Paper Girls, Saga, Southern Bastards, Moonshine, Sun Bakery,

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Low, Renato Jones, The Black Monday Murders and Head Lopper when
I see them, but I’'m a big impulse buyer. If a book looks good at the
funnybook store I’ll snag a copy. Often that means following creators
over books or characters.

Salutations Mr. Larsen,

I have been a comic book fan since 1984 or so. I remember the thirty
day interim between issues wondering how story lines would play out. My
allowance allowed for only a few titles but thankfully the expense of the time
amounted to a few quarters that would have otherwise gone towards Q-Bert
or Dig-Dug. In the decades that have passed since, I have always waited for
the right moment to write in to a creator of the genre that has been such a
significant part of my life. For the first time. My Son Drew is now the age I
was when I picked up Savage Dragon #1. Tempis Fugit indeed.

I remember the Villain Contest, The barb trading blurbs between you and
the other comic creator guy. The house fire (Dude, I am still so sorry about
that), your musings on aliens, the milestones set by your boys and the general
maturation of Image Comics since then.

I was drawn to you initially due to your unmistakable art style and flair
for making your characters so real. You took all the chances you should have
and still do, with experimentation and fearless nose-dives into whatever
strikes your innovative fancy. From various points in Southern California to
Prescott Arizona, back to California and now to Georgia you have always
been a constant source of unpredictable adventure that brought me from
spiky purple hair and eyeliner era to spiky gray/black no eyeliner era. No
regrets. Thank you for doing what you’ve been doing and for not stopping
when so many others dismissed their passion for other venues. I'll keep
buying (and encouraging others to do so) as long as you keep knocking out
the wonderment that is Savage Dragon.

It’s my first letter in 30+ years of comic indebtedness. I anticipate I'm
allowed a few questions and am sincerely hoping this does not disqualify me
in getting this printed. I have missed a dozen or so issues over the years so if
any seem redundant, I apologize.

1) Will Jimbo da Mighty Lobster make another appearance? Does the
creator need to sign off on it or does he not fit into things currently?

2) On that note, with a little polish and background I always thought that
kids sketch of ‘Pyramid-Man’ would be something fun to work with.

3) Whatever happened to Augie DeBliek and Olav (I'm not the Overlord)
Beemer? [ was a huge fan of their commentary in the ago.

4) My #2 comic favorite is Marshal Law. Imagine my geek-spasm when I
came across the team-up. Do you know Mills/O’Neill? How did that creative
merging take place? Did your mutual adoration of puns make it materialize?

5) I also acquire my comics, craft beer and lunch at My Parents Basement
in Dekatur, Ga. Awesome people and splendid venue to pursue your habits.

6) 1 heard you stopped doing sketches/signing stuff because of the
Dickheads that turn the stuff around on eBay. Please tell me that if I get the
opportunity to meet you I will walk away with a Erik Larsen original and/or
signed something to hang on my fan-boy wall.

Ex Animo,

Joey Finn
P.S. the last name is purely coincidental.

1: The short answer is no. At one point an effort was made to try and
locate Jimbo’s creator and it is believed that he has passed away--but
that doesn’t mean that the character is owned by nobody and finding that
somebody is...complicated. So, the character is essentially dead.

2: Yeah, maybe.

3: Both alive. Augie still writes in occasionally. Olav, however, has
moved on.

4: 1 forget how that came together. It was a long time ago. I don’t know
either one. Likely Mills pitched the idea to me and I said yes.

5: I’ll have to take your word for it.

6: I don’t know where you get your information but I DO still sign
books, draw commissions, and sell original art. I’m not going to punish
true fans because of the actions of a few Dickheads.

Hi Erik,

1 just wanted to say Hi and let you know how much I liked the recent
direction of the book.

Iwas an occasional reader of the Dragon and have followed you work since
the days of Spider-Man, but recently I've become a full on fin addict.

Angel and Old Man Dragon are my favorites, but I also like that there is a
big cast with their own struggles, super battles and funny situations. The art
is tremendous,as a fan of Walt Simonson and Jack Kirby, I love seeing their
influences married with your very own, unique way of cartooning.

The Angel/Glum storyline is so intriguing, as is the merging of the
Multiverse. I am concerned that the old Dragon will get axed, I do like him a
lot and I hope that he’ll stick around.

1 do like Malcolm and his family, the turbulent, sometimes outrageous life
they’re trying to figure out together.

Having grown up in Europe with other comics with different rules about
content, I do1000% approve of the new rating the the new liberties it gives
you. I feel it givesDragon a unique position and combination— an American
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