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Mr. Larsen,

Long time reader, first time caller!! I just wanted to say thank you. My
first issue of Savage Dragon was #1 of the monthly series (a friend of mine
gave me the mini and [ dug it). I read SD up until #25 where I stopped reading
comics altogether. Hey, I was a poor college kid and pizza/girls/beer had my
attention. I returned to reading and collecting around #60 (I bought all of the
back issues through your website). Since then, [ haven’t missed an issue.

About 15 years ago, I met you at the Chicago comic con. You did a little
SD sketch for me and jokingly said to enjoy making all that money on eBay (I
still have the drawing).

I am now 41 years old, have a spare room full of thousands of comics and
no longer collect monthly comics (thanks to the Big 2 with their constant
reboots and renumbering). However, through thick and thin, I still read my
monthly dose of Savage Dragon. It’s the only book I still subscribe to at my
LCS. And I do not plan on stopping any time soon.

In fact, people are starting to take notice. You're up to issue 225 and in a
world of a new #1 every week, seeing a book with a number bigger than 25 is
catching people’s eyes. One of my comic buddies has started picking up the
trades and is enjoying it.

With all that being said, I just wanted to say thank you. Thank you for
producing a comic on your own terms. And keeping it fresh and still giving a
shit about the fans. Thank you for your unapologetic political stances. Thank
you drawing women with big guns! Thank you for creating a green-skilled
hero with a fin. Thank you for 225 amazing issues.

Hopefully I can meet you again and get another sketch. You know, so I can
sell it on eBay.

John Greenacre

Heh.

Hey Erik.

Ijust finished reading Savage Dragon #223 and the first thought I had after
putting it down was just how well you juggled multiple story threads and had
them all neatly dovetail in the end. You’ve always been good at keeping a lot
of balls up in the air but as I may have already mentioned in past letters, I feel
this is something that has been a bit lacking since the start of the Malcolm era.
I'm glad t see the return of multiple subplots as it has always been on of my
favourite things about SD. As for the rest of the issue, I'm going not going to
go into an in depth analysis since it’s the beginning of a three part story, but
suffice it to say that this was another in a string of great issues. I will touch on
a few key points of interest for me though.

I really enjoyed seeing Marsha getting introduced to her new extended
family. She really seemed happy about it and so did Malcolm. I'm sure Kevin
was happy too but it’s a little hard to tell with his “unusual” facial features. I
look forward to seeing how the new family dynamic develops. The meeting
between Maxine and Jennifer and Maxine was awkward to say the least.
Every issue Maxine’s seems to just take her horniness to another level. It’s one
thing to wake up her husband by sitting on his face, but to actively pleasure
herself while talking to Angel and Jennifer? Wow. There really is something
more going on with this girl than simple horniness, unless of course I am
totally misreading the top panel on page 9 where she’s complaining about
being driven crazy, but I don’t think I am. And with the news that you have
an upcoming NSFW variant cover I can’t help but think it will be tied into
Maxine’s ongoing sexual frustrations.

Another subplot you were juggling this issue was Dragon’s love life.

Packing Lorella off to France simplified things a bit, but we are still left with
theDragon/Jennifer/Alex triangle. It really seems like Alex has resigned
herself to never having a happily ever after with Dragon, but I really hope that
is not the case. I probably sound a like a broken record at this point, but I really
think making Alex and Dragon a couple is the way to go. They have always
had better chemistry than Dragon and Jennifer. And as I said in my last letter,
this would be a good opportunity for Jennifer to find out who she really is
without being defined by her relationship with Dragon. Of course everything
that has happened in the last few issues could be rendered meaningless with
Mr. Glum tinkering with reality, so who knows. I look forward to seeing how
the next few issues play out.
Before I sign I off I would be remiss if I did not comment on the art in
this issue.The cover was fantastic and so was the double page spread, but the
page that most impressed me was the splash page following your double page
spread. You always draw great outer space scenes and this was one of your
best. There is just something about the simple line work in some of the figures
and the background that really did it for me. I almost got a Moebius vibe off
of the blue guy in the bottom right if that makes any sense. And of course the
colouring was just superb so that helped too.

Hats off to Nikos and Mike! All in all, another great issue.

See you next month!

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

Given that Maxine is carrying on a pretty lucid casual conversation,
I hardly think she was going at it too crazily. A big part of what makes
Maxine tick is making other people feel uncomfortable. It keeps her
amused. Sometimes a hand in a lap is just a hand in a lap.

Dear Erik,

This is my first time writing in, not just to the pages of SD, but to any
comic EVER! And what a time to write in as we’re fast approaching issue
225! Each issue just gets better and better. Congratulations on 25 years of
awesome comics! I haven’t been along for the entire ride (even though I was
an original reader from the beginning and even had one of those Dragon
action figures back in the ‘90s) but thanks to those cool cats over at theSavage
Fincast I was convinced that I absolutely had to get back on board and catch
up. (Public Service Announcement: Anyone not listening to the Fincast by

now is missing out because its really become an extension to each issue)
Anyways, | got my mitts on every trade and issue I could find and now I’'m an
official Fin Addict!

Let’s get down to business...

1. Do you or Image have any plans to make an SD artist edition? I would
love to see those twice up pages!

2. Do the Dragon kids have five toes per foot or two like Malcolm?

3. Can they use some kind of pimple cream on Torment so the evil zit-
worm thing won’t grow back? Maybe he could be one of the good guys for
awhile if that pesky thing would stop telling him to do bad things.

4. Any chance we’ll see what Horridus and Dixie are up to these days?

I miss those two.Congrats again! Rest assured I’ll be around for the next
225 issues. Maybe by #450 Amy, Jack, and Tyrone will be our featured
heroes!

Charles J. Crossen I11
Connellsville, Pennsylvania

P.S. I'm really hoping Alex can catch a break this time. You’ve really put
her through the emotional wringer these last 25 years. Go easy on her, would
ya?

1: At some point. Not sure that we’d skip right to the jumbo twice-
up issues.

2: Jack and Tyrone have two toes, Amy has five.

3: I don’t think it’s a pimple.

4: We’ve seen Horridus a bit. Dixie will have to wait a bit.

And, yeah, that’s the idea--to eventually pass the baton to the next
generation. That’s kind of the reason to set a book in real time.

Erik,

224 issues. Erik you have done something remarkable with the merging
of the worlds. With this you have given lead way to these characters having
memories of every iteration of them from their creation to now... AWESOME!

One of the characters who gains great knowledge from this is Rock. The
pre-Savage World Rock had became a great leader in the SOS and now with
that knowledge he will hopefully rise to greatness again...or continue to
make great burgers! Wow...I got two letters in the column...that was indeed
awesome sauce... | feel so honored to be apart of the awesome Fin-Addicts of
the first 25 years and here’s to 25 more!

I found it funny Sotiris Gravas’ letter about Marsha’s name being
“white”considering a friend of mine from high school that I known for 21
years and is 12 days older than me is a black girl named Marsha, lol Malcolm
could be considered a “white” name too...but most people think of Malcolm
X or the actor that played Theo with when it comes to that name now.
It’s all about the person at the end of the day, not the name. Who looks at
Thunderhead and thinks his name is Kevin?

224 is the book that brings it all together and now truly ties in the survivors
of the first 75 issues (Dragon, Jennifer, Alex, Angel, Malcolm, Janey and
Jonson twins) and everyone else together. Now if a Savage Dragon/Hellboy
crossover ever happened again...Hellboy would remember the first encounter...
even better...Ann Stevens even though she is married now remembers the love
she had for Dragon in the first world before she died there. Dragon no longer
has to burden those memories...and unfortunately for him also...everyone
remembers when Kurr succeeded six years ago. In Dragon’s case, I assume
he now remembers his every incarnation from the time you created him, yes?
With what has now happened...God help me...I can’t believe I’'m saying it...but
Talmost can’t blame Trump on 226’s cover now...lol even though he is still so...
Trumpy...lol Thank you once again for 25 years of Savagery. Until next time.

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA
(@goat1408

Thanks.
-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The new normal.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!

Back cover pinup by Marat Mychaels and Alan Gordon
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Hi Erik,

Long time reader, second time writer.

I started reading Savage Dragon on a Spanish edition that made it up
to issue 25, then became comfortable reading English, kept on with the
original US series (which was already 40 something issues in), chased after
back issues, and ended up replacing my Spanish editions with original ones.
Then you kinda lost me around issue 80 (sorry, did not enjoy the original
Savage World saga). Then I came back for issue 100, chased after back issues
again, kept going. You almost lost me again during the lead up to Mr. Glum
conquering the planet (sorry again, Dragon oblivious to an obvious threat
felt out of character and was hard to swallow) but I kept on since. Every now
and then it became difficult here in Argentina to follow imported comics due
to foreign exchange fluctuations, import restrictions and such, so I'd spent a
few months (or even over a year in occasions) unable to read the story every
month, but eventually I’d catch up. Now I travel to the US a few times a year
on business, so I keep up.

Not complaining, I did enjoy the hunt for back issues and I have a
reasonably complete run of Savage Dragon between single issues and TPBs.
Your book has been a constant for me for over 20 years, even to this point
in which I barely keep reading other comics. So on one hand, I want to
congratulate you and thank you for your amazing job on this book.

On the other hand, and feel free to roll your eyes...

I always wanted to see your female characters naked. Man, you draw some
amazing ladies. Sorry to be blunt, but Argentine comics tend to have more in
common with European comics, so I'm used to that. It’s a sore point for me that
T’ll never get to see Sue Storm, Wonder Woman, Power Girl or She-Hulk naked.
So I want to commend you and thank you for the naughty bits on issue 222.

Am I writing after all these years just because of that? I don’t know, I've
been meaning to write for a few months now. But I expect you may get some
flak for showing titties on your book, so I wanted to do my part to balance
that. Anyway, here’s the deal:

Out of gratitude for naked Alex and slippy Angel, I will buy a whole set
of the Savage Dragon Archives. Give me full on topless Angel and Jennifer,
and I’ll buy another one as backup. Find a way bring some old day looking
Rapture and She-Dragon to get in the buff and I’ll buy another set as a gift to
some friend. Keep the titty-monster that lurks in the depths of my soul fed and
T’ll subscribe to the book on digital, if that’s possible, and the Savage Dragon
TPBs will become my default birthday gift for suitable recipients.

Fate has blessed me by crossing my path with several wonderful ladies, a
few of which I loved deeply, that made me happy, that allowed me to make
them happy and that (by some coincidence) had chests that could be said to
be in want of filling. My current girlfriend, with whom I hope to spend the
rest of my life, belongs to that category as well. It’s cool, I am a happy man, I
wouldn’t change a thing. But I do love me some Larsen drawn knockers.

Call me shallow, but I’'m not making excuses :)

Best,

Francisco Macera

Uh...okay then. I’ll get right on that.

Hi Erik,

I like the idea of Old Man Dragon mentoring Malcolm Dragon from the
frontline. He’s someone who’s still strong enough to back Malcolm up and
help guide him to doing the right things.

The alternative is something that’s happening far too much in comics and
television series based on comics. Every hero wears an earpiece, and there’s
someone else back at home base in front of a bunch of computers telling him
what to do or what’s going on. DC is especially guilty of this. Heck, they
probably started it with Oracle years ago but have blown it out in recent years.

Count me in as an Alex fan. She’s the one who’s meant for Dragon, not all
the other floozies, airheads, hotheads, and superpowered crazies. Someday,
I hope the situation gives those two a chance to be together for good. You’ve
never made it easy on them, but that’ll just make their inevitable happy ending
even sweeter.

Finally, it’s nice to see Rapture’s daughter in these pages. Quickly, the old
gang is getting back together, especially with Mighty Man showing up during
the big fight at the end.

Freak Force Forever!

Sincerely,

Augie De Blieck Jr.
Wayne, NJ
PipelineComics.com

One of the chief reasons for doing the whole Merging of Multiple
Earths arc was to reintroduce the idea of Freak Force to the characters
and the world. Looking forward to doing more with them in the months
ahead.

FINSRDDICTD

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Hello good sir!
Short and sweet is how this will be.
More Dragon: check.
Mature scenes (i.e. boobs): check.
Malcolm and family: check.
Glum and Angel: check.
Plus the cast of characters you give us each issue: check.

Freaking awesome. I was so ecstatic! I hope they are around for awhile.

Maxine’s insatiable. I love it.

Rapture’s daughter is a cool addition.

Glum’s armored suit is still epic!

Everyone converging on the battle in 223 was awesome and then the two
page spread of everyone in the battle, oh my gawd I got goosebumps, just like
in Guardians of the Galaxy 2 where they showed... um- hold that thought, [ am
not spoiling anything.

Glum and a room of pregnant Jennifers? That won’t end well.

As always, love the book. More fun-filled, action-packed comics.

Thank you, thank you, thank you! I cannot thank you enough for producing
a consistently great book that does not disappoint.

Looking forward to Ant.

1 dig the Mars space barbarian backup and absolutely love Carl Cosmic.
More Carl Cosmic, please.

Fin Fan and friend,

Randy Hogan

Will do.

Dear Erik,

Congratulations on reaching issue #225, and for 25 years of both Savage
Dragon and Image Comics. I’ve been a fan of Savage Dragon and of Image
comics since I was a kid, I was just as familiar with Spawn, Dragon, The
MAXX, Youngblood, Genl3,WildC.A.T.s, CyberForce, ShadowHawk, and
WitchBlade as I was with other heroes from Marvel and DC. Although I
wasn’t a monthly reader then, I still enjoyed reading whatever TPB or back
issues I would come across. However, it was the crossover issue with The
MAXX that I read that led me to begin actively reading and follow the Dragon
series. In issue #28, The MAXX and Dragon begin to visit Dragon’s Outback
(his inner fears about becoming a dad), I thought this was a great way to
incorporate themes from another comic into the Dragon book, but also it was
just great to see these two characters that I like interact with one another.
The main take away from that issue for me though, was that the child Dragon
is worried about would eventually become Malcolm. Now 20+ years later
Malcolm is the main character of the book and is dealing with similar issues
that his father had to deal with like being a parent and managing relationships.
I also thought of Malcolm as a character that represents the fans that grew up
reading Savage Dragon. In a way Malcolm forces the reader to see that 25
years have passed since this book began, so many things have happened and
so much has changed. Malcolm has to now deal with some of those issues that
people in the real world may have to deal with, like with the previewed covers
of issues 226 and 227, which evoked a sense of discrimination and possibility
of Malcolm and his family facing deportation and ending with them moving
to Canada. I've enjoyed seeing your take on certain political or social issues
of the time when you write. I especially enjoyed your run on Spawn and the
crossover of Malcolm and Spawn, their exchange about police ethics and
racial discrimination was fitting for its social relevance, but also fitting for
these characters that have been around for 25 years.

So I guess I'll ask a few questions, was it difficult to have a character like
Spawn crossover with Malcolm, despite the difference in years or timeline/
timeframe? What other themes did you wish to explore on your run of
“Spawn” or with Malcolm and Spawn together? Do you plan to do anymore
crossovers with any other characters? Are there any characters you’'d like to
have featured in the “Dragon Universe?” Do you have a favorite crossover
event?

Thank you for your time and for all the work you’ve done on the Dragon
series, I look forward to seeing what happens next and to going back and
seeing the stories that I’ve missed. Good luck, take care, and thank you again.
(Sorry if this ran a bit too long, I know you asked for short letters...)

Mic Galvan
San Antonio, TX

I didn’t have huge plans in regard to Spawn and Malcolm Dragon
together. Largely the plan was to add friends and foes to the book.
Todd had been using a small handful of bad guys over and over again,
and I wanted to add to that list. With many projects, the plan is to
simply play with the toys in the sandbox. In the case of Spawn, the first
phase was get more toys! I tend to plant a lot of seeds and then see what
grows. I never got through phase one, so I never got around to phase
two. Sometimes things just work out that way.

As far as crossovers go--while I don’t have anything in mind at the
moment, I’m sure there’ll be plenty more down the road.
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