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and Malcolm was a teenage virgin...I believe she was a virgin as well...?
I’ll have to go back and read. The 200s have been superb runs in this
saga so far, from their marriage, births of the Dragon children, deaths of
three grandparents (Maxine’s dad, Dragon and Jennifer, four if you count
alternate Rapture but we won’t). I can’t wait to find out who is behind the
Sex Dolls. This was just one helluva issue and looking forward to the big
250...wow.

NorViance Henry

Decatur, GA

I know the feeling.

Hey Erik.

After reading issue 238 I can finally breathe a sigh of relief. Even though
the events surrounding Angel’s miraculous recovery unfolded pretty much
as I expected and hoped they would, there was still a small part of me
that was worried you were going to kill her off. I can rarely predict wha
direction you’re going to go with a character, but this is one time I'm very
thankful that I was right in my prediction! And of course you thought i
out even better than I did by having her powers restored with that little
blood swapping trick. Neat! I also really liked the full page splash of Angel
looking at her regrown arm. It was very reminiscent of Dragon staring a
his regrown hand in amazement way back in issue #9, and this long-time
Dragon fan appreciates the callback.

I must confess that I thought the “out for blood” scenario would be a
bit of a bigger deal. I mean sure, you had the hint of an angry mob, and
the sex dolls attacked, but other than that it sort of seemed to fizzle ou
pretty easily with Malcolm telling people they would blow up if they were
given his blood. Unless of course this is not the end of it, which is entirely
possible. There’s also the fact that one of the sex dolls managed to escape
with some Dragon blood, albeit not from the source most readers were
probably expecting. That was pretty clever thinking for a robot. It’ll be
interesting to see who their master is. Perhaps it’s Scourge?

In the end, the out for blood scenario and Angel’s revival all ended up
being little more than a backdrop to a surprising lead story in this issue,
which was Maxine finally accepting the fact that she has a problem. Her
sexual appetite hasn’t really been a problem for me as it’s been pretty
entertaining, but it really was getting to the point of being a distraction so I
am glad you’re addressing it, if only to acknowledge the fact that this really
isn’t normal behaviour. I look forward to seeing how Maxine deals with it.

On a final note, let me just say that I always enjoy it when you use a
narrator in SD, and this issue was no exception. In this case you used it to
good effect to tell two stories simultaneously. Here’s hoping you find more
occasions in the future to use this storytelling technique.

Thanks for another great issue. See you next month!

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

I’ll do my best to be there for you.

Erik,

You mentioned on yon Book of Faces that issue 238 was more of a
struggle to produce than usual. I wonder that now, with hindsight, if you
can put your finger on why? I don’t mean to imply in any way that you
don’t give every installment everything you’ve got, but 238 did seem to be
meatier than some of its immediate predecessors.

The first difficulty that occurred to me was the heavy narration and
dialogue. Reading this issue took me back to 146, where you used Alex in
a similar fashion to frame the narrative. Here, Maxine serves that function,
and you’ve gone on record about how much you enjoy scripting her. It was
nice to get a peek inside her head, if only to validate some of the more
salacious elements she’s brought to the book recently. So I'm not sure if the
scripting per se would have been troublesome, but I could see juggling the
art and the text being an overwhelming task.

If that is indeed the case, I'd have to say you succeeded admirably.
No clarity of storytelling was sacrificed, and on the art front, this was an
especially well-rendered issue. The beats were there, the bombastic action
we all come back for month after month was there. [fthe art was a headache,
well...your suffering bore great fruit. It’s a beautiful issue, visually.

Then I thought about the plot density. Keeping all those ducks in a
row has got to be tricky, especially considering how far back the Dragon-
blood-as-cure bit goes. You’ve been turning that over since the 30s, and
still manage to make it fresh every time, so again, if that was the difficulty,
I’d say it was well worth it.

I suppose the likely answer is “all of the above”. You've been quite
transparent about your creative process, and one could easily liken it to a
tightrope act. You had a lot to balance in this one. But you got from start
to finish safely and spectacularly, with all the tension and drama that the
analogy suggests. The way you push yourself in regards to the production
of this comic is pretty matchless from where I’'m sitting, so I hope that the
end has justified the means for you. To put it succinctly: this was a really
great fucking issue.

Weird aside: I had on a whim picked up the first trade paperback to reread;
Thad loaned it out, and hadn’t put it back on the shelf yet, so I decided to give
ita run through after I’d read 238 (what can I say? My appetite was whetted).
The closing caption in 238 was THE DEADLY DEMONOIDS, and while I
was reading that first Dragon vs. Arachnid battle for the umpteenth time, I
asked myself, “Could Arachnid have been a Demonoid?” Red skin? Check.
Subterranean? Check. A taste for human flesh? Check. I mean, I’m sure it’s
just a happy accident, but I thought it was kinda neat.

Justin Crouse

A lot of the problems I had came down to staging. I knew what
needed to be communicated but not the best way to relay that
information. I have complete freedom here. Gavin is an editor in the
consulting sense--1 have the final word and because of that--I have
complete freedom to do whatever the hell I want and complete freedom
translates to unlimited possibilities and that can lead to a kind of
paralysis by analysis--overthinking the options to such an extent that
a decision or action grinds to a standstill. I stumbled out of the woods,
eventually, but it took a while.

And Arachnid isn’t a Demonoid any more than Barbaric or Mr.
Glum are. They just all happen to have red skin.

Erik,

I'must say that Savage Dragon #238 has moved me in a way that no other
issue in my 7 years of reading this series really has.

Like other readers, I’ve had mixed feelings about Maxine as a character.
Especially starting with the three-way in SD #200, her insatiable sex drive
has usually seemed more off-putting than funny or intriguing to me. And
when certain comics news sites report on the series’ sexual escapades with
little context, it gives non-fans (including ones on message boards I frequent)
he idea that Savage Dragon is a more salacious book than it really is.

But the sexual moments of the book almost always have ramifications
on the book’s plots going forward, and I knew Maxine’s slightly more
pronounced horniness post-resurrection was no exception. I strongly
sympathize with Maxine, as I know the curse of an aggressive libido, and [
feel she’s being too hard on her physical appearance, as I've always found
her rather cute. And knowing what a nice guy Malcolm is, I have little
doubt that Maxine and he will be able to work things out.

It’s rather poetic, I think, that an issue in which Maxine bares her soul
has a letter printed in it lambasting her character. Much like a letter that
was printed during the Emperor Dragon era from a reader furious over
he apparent death of Malcolm and Angel, the timing couldn’t be more
humorously awkward.

The Deadly Duo back-up was a great breather after the serious
ramifications of the main story.

And with Maxine’s recent development and the recent happy endings
for both Dark Horse’s Buffy the Vampire Slayer run and Kirkman’s
Invincible, is it any wonder so many fans are distancing themselves from
the Big Two?

And now a few questions:

1. Are bachelorette parties, particularly those in Canada, anywhere
near as wild as the one seen in #238, at least based or your experience/
knowledge? I know from a Kevin Smith podcast that having booze in strip
clubs isn’t as taboo in Canada as it apparently is in the states, but were there
any other inspirations, by chance?

2. Is Super-Tough going to make any more appearances in the near future?
Seems that he was working for the Trump administration to trap heroes in
Dimension-X back in SD #227, but I didn’t recognize him at the time.

3. What are your thoughts on the new run of Fantastic Four, written by
Dan Slott? I’ve read the first two issues thus far, and enjoyed them. I'd even
say that the direction they seem to be going in could be an exception to the
lack of optimism in current corporate comics I alluded to earlier.

Ciao!

John Pannozzi

1: When you’re writing fiction--sometimes it’s pure fiction.
Sometimes I’m basing things on actual Toronto or actual Chicago and
just as often--I"m making stuff up. I did zero research in this particular
case because reality might get in the way of the story I wanted to tell.

2: If I do more stuff set in the States then--yes. At this point, I’m not
planning on doing that for a while.

3: 1 like the second issue more than the first. It’s too early to tell at
this point.

Hi Erik,

I don’t usually write into comic books these days, but I've always
enjoyed reading the letters column in Savage Dragon. I've been a fan for
he past five or six years, having managed to work my way through the
book’s entire run in a marathon reading session that got me all caught up.
Can honestly say it’s amongst the highlight of my reading each and every
month, and long may it last!

Anyway, just woke up from the most bizarre dream, and felt the need
o share. In my dream, I guess I must’ve been the EIC of Marvel Comics,
and I was putting together a new line-up for some sort of relaunch, when
I hatched upon a plan! In this dream world, I'd decided it would be great
o have Savage Dragon relaunch under the Marvel banner, as some sort
of cross-promotional Marvel/Image title. The conceit seemed to be that
Malcolm somehow finds himself transported to the Marvel Universe, and
he new book would detail his adventures there, encountering Marvel’s
various laundry list of characters. I even remember writing up the contract,
which essentially allowed you to retain ownership of all the material
produced during this run (presumably for reprinting purposes), with a
caveat being that any new characters would fall under Marvel’s ownership,
unless there was a pre-existing analogue in the established Savage Dragon
mythos. So, for instance, there could be a Marvel version of Overlord
hat you’d retain ownership of, but all new whole-cloth characters would
remain at Marvel. That was as far as the written contract went, but I’d have
o0 imagine that the deal would’ve remained much like that of Image, in
erms of pay structure, and that the primary benefit of such a deal would
have been in the ability to use Marvel’s characters, visibility and settings
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as your playground.

Naturally, this was just an odd little dream I had, but it did get me
wondering if you would ever consider such an adventure if it was put on
the table, and (if so), where would you take Malcolm on a sojourn through
the Marvel Universe? Or, even more broadly, are there any fictional
universes other than your own that you’d think could be interesting to
transpose the character?

Anyways, thanks for taking the time to read through this. Been loving
the book recently, and can’t wait to see where this storyline with Maxine
is going!

Kind regards,

Benn Vallely
Clackmannanshire, Scotland

It’d be a strange thought--considering that I’'m a co-owner of
their competition but I must admit--it’d be fun to play around in that
playground again.

Hi Erik,

1 just recently picked up all 9 Savage Dragon Archives and I gotta tell
you I'm loving it as I’'m working my through it. Way back when you first
launched SD it unfortunately got a bit lost in the shuffle for me; You were
coming off Spider-man and Punisher so I was eager to check out the book
and while it didn’t disappoint I think between the early shipping problems
by Image back at inception and even after you bribe, or promise to do
extra chores for a few bucks more there’s only so far an allowance will go
when you’re a kid and DC had me pretty locked in with the interlocking 4
Superman titles.

Fast forward 25 years later and I stumbled across the first volume of
Archives at my local comic shop and scooped it up out of nostalgia in
part, but also just looking for something different outside of Marvel and
DC that would be fun. Maybe because I'm older now and look back on
my own simple childhood super hero creations but I suddenly just “got”
Savage Dragon in a way that I might not be able to have been able to grasp
when I was a kid; it’s fun and action packed sure, but what struck me about
it now was that there was/is something really special going on in your
book that I don’t think I’ve seen in many other books out there; It’s in
part a child’s sketchbook all grown up (and I mean that as a compliment;
there’s few things that can compare with a kid’s unfiltered and unburdened
imagination) and an homage to some of the great creators over the history
of comics; it’s original but at the same time here I am up in Brantford,
Canada (birth place of the telephone and Wayne Gretzky!) separated by
years from when you first did these and you being where ever it is that you
live and when you grew up and you can instantly see something in there
that creates a kind of odd shared experience that allows comic fans to talk
for hours and just kinda click (think maybe Doctor Who and how anyone
can tell you who “their” Doctor was).

It’s still very much your own original style as a creator and storyteller
but I think in ways that you don’t see with many other talents your stories
are very much a successor for something that made a lot of us fall in love
with comics in the first place.... Like if Frank Miller’s great Dark Knight
is comics grown up and looking around the excesses of the ‘80s, Dragon
is like a fond memory of your first weekend alone with your dad, when
mom’s out of town: memories of fishing AND watching old violent Charles
Bronson that you were probably far too young for but secretly dad’s cool
when mom’s not home (I really hope that makes sense).

Anyway great stuff; | immediately went out and ordered all the other
Archives that were available and am still loving it as I work my way
through. Just in closing I also wanted to say the Spidey/Beast team up in
Spider-Man you did where Spidey questioned Beast about his and MJ’s
potential children is probably one of the top 5 Spidey stories ever; bonus
points because you did it all in a single issue. Great art, and great ideas in
there; just a real sign post story you can point to about why Pete and MJ’s
marriage was so great.

With that I'm already looking pretty rambly and don’t want to take up
too much of your time. Thanks for the memories and great stories!

Best,

Jamie Dobson

My pleasure. I love that phonebook-sized Savage Dragon Archives
format. A great way to read a long run on a book and see the art in
glorious black and white.

Dear Erik at Fin Addicts,

Re: Issue 238 - NICE!

A Maxine-centered issue for the most part. Unlike a couple of readers
in that issue’s letter-col, I’ve grown enamored of Maxine probably just
because she reminds me of some of the women I had befriended in my
university and post-university times: quick-witted, somewhat athletic,
willing to express their opinions, and not afraid to express their sexuality.
Unfortunately for me, I was not quite ready for them at that time.

Anyway, though I tended to focus on Maxine in 238, there was
certainly a lot of other stuff that happened. Angel survives, but as a result
people think that Dragon can cure their maladies which causes lots of
confrontations. In one of the confrontations the fem bots attack again and
it was fun seeing the kids helping to take them out.

When Angel said “Leave Those Kids Alone!” Pink Floyd’s Another
Brick in the Wall popped into my head. And then we end on a quiet note
as Maxine visits a therapist. Well, I hope she gets the answers she needs.
So, I wasn’t as into the rest of the “funnybook fun” in this issue. None of it
grabbed me as much as the main story and the letter-col I’'m just happy to

get the extra material!
Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

I grew up reading my dad’s old comic book collection and one of the
things I enjoyed the most (in addition to the main stories, of course)
were all the extras--the corny gag pages, the letters columns, the
backup stories and all the other bonus features. So I decided, as long as
I have the space and willing contributors--why not do something along
those lines? Thanks for helping me fill some of that space!

Hi, Erik.

SD #239 didn’t quite strike me the way #238 did, but I still want to
continue to write in.

I don’t think I’ve read the last issue with Mr. Paratestees (#112), but I
get what he’s all about here. And while I felt Malcolm semi-slut-shamed
Maxine during their talk in the middle of the issue, it was satisfying to see
Malcolm tell Harry off on live TV. I'd compare the allegations against
Harry that were mentioned by Malcolm to those that have been leveled
against certain real-life men of power, but I don’t want to get political.

A bit of a shame the letters page was cut short, and I was at first
displeased to not see my letter for #238 printed there, but it seems that
issue #236 is the most recent issue discussed thus far, so my letter for #238
should be in a future issue (and this one for #239 in an even later one).

And so we come to what I really wanted to discuss, Scott Shaw!’s Li’l
Dragon back-up. I have mixed feelings. Judging by the dedication to Bob
Bolling, I assume that Scott meant this to be a tribute to the Little Archie
stories. I've never read or watched anything Little Archie-related, but I'm
familiar with plenty of other “babyfications” of established franchises, and
I’ve witnessed many other comics and cartoons with similar “underdogs
kids vs. bratty kids and snooty adults” scenarios (is it weird to say that Dr.
Gloom gave me flashbacks to Hanna-Barbera’s late-’80s Pound Puppies
cartoon?). Scott Shaw!’s art and comedic writing is as fun as it’s ever been
(a moment of silence for the last issue of Bongo Comics’ Simpsons Comics
which came out the same day as SD #239, since they published some of the
first work by Shaw! I ever read).

But my main problem with the back-up is that for a strip called “Li’l
Dragon”, there is virtually nothing SD-related other than a version of
Dragon himself. I certainly wouldn’t mind seeing any further Li’l Dragon
stories if Scott wants to do them, but I’d like to see more SD-related
elements, and especially Li’l Dragon-verse versions of some familiar
Highbrow characters. How much input did you have on creating the new
characters seen in Li’l Dragon, and does Scott Shaw! own them?

Later,

John Pannozzi

Scott Shaw! owns his story and art but not the Li’l Dragon character
himself, since he’s essentially a take on Savage Dragon and I own
Savage Dragon. I gave Scott free reign to do whatever he wanted to do.
What you saw was what he delivered.

Dear Erik,

First off, thanks for the lettercol explanations on things I had missed in
earlier issues. The eye-opener for me was that I had certainly assumed all
the kids were Maxine’s and Malcolm’s, but they are not. Anyways, on to
the issue in hand (239): Wow, this one was jam-packed with lots of stuff
happenin’. And most of it was focused on Maxine. [ know Matthew Brandon
Blaze Cashel (MBBC) doesn’t like her much, but as a character I find her
both appealing and intriguing. Just what she does to Malcolm on page 2
is worth the price of the book! Haha! I also liked the foreshadowing of
what happens when Dragon blood is injected in to somebody, well anybody
without super-powers. Angel was okay, but normal Norm Spiegelman? Not
his lucky day.

I also loved how talk show host Harry Paratestees (juvenile joke of a
name, but I still laugh upon reading it) got his in the end. And he still has
his frozen Joker-smile even while his body is torn in half!

And finally, oh no! Maxine is cornered by the invading forces king
(king with a penis with a mouth). Looks like something bad is gonna
happen (MBBC would love it!). Of course, I'm rooting for the calvary to
come or some other escape for her. Hopefully the Dragon blood gave her
some latent super-powers?

Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

Unfortunately, no. That’s not how that works.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The Ant and the God!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

This issue co-stars Captain Tootsie, who was something of
an oddball character from the Golden Age of comics. He was
created by C.C. Beck (co-creator of the original Captain Marvel)
and Beck’s main assistant, Pete Costanza as a product pitchman
for Tootsie Rolls, and he appeared in a large number of single-
page ads, which ran in a variety of different comic books from
numerous publishers in the ‘40s and ‘50s as well as in ads in
magazines and newspapers. He was, for a short time, one of the
most recognized figures in comics, because he saw print in so
many different titles from so many publishers.

After his run as a product pitchman ended, Captain Tootsie
starred in a comic of his own: The Adventures of Captain Tootsie
and the Secret Legion, published by Toby Press in 1950. It was
an odd book, as the hero took to space with his school-aged
companions to fight aliens on Venus and Asteroid 238. But his solo
career was short-lived. The Adventures of Captain Tootsie and the
Secret Legion ended after a mere two issues and his adventures
came to an end.

I came across Captain Tootsie in the pages of Captain Marvel
Adventures, a comic book my dad collected when he was a kid,
and passed on to me. I’m a big Captain Marvel fan and C.C. Beck
enthusiast, to be sure, but the bigger impetus for his appearance
in this book was an interview given by Herb Trimpe in which
he relayed the information that the visual of the character Doc
Samson (from his Incredible Hulk run) was based on Captain
Tootsie. I don’t know why I never made the connection but
once I’d heard that I felt compelled to use Captain Tootsie in
these pages and have the cover be an homage to Herb’s cover of
Incredible Hulk #141.

If you’re at all interested in reading the previous adventures
of Captain Tootsie I’d recommend going to http://comicbookplus.
com which has both issues of The Adventures of Captain Tootsie
and the Secret Legion and many other public domain comics as
well. Many of the ads featuring the character can be found in
various titles found on that site.

Now--on to your letters!

Erik,

I was a bit late reading our latest installment for August 2018 - issue 237
has been sitting in my “To Read” pile for a few weeks now. Having finally
found some time over the long Labor Day weekend - I love to read my
comics outside with coffee when I can and this Sunday the 2nd is PRIMED
for it out here in Newport News, VA - I just finished the main story in issue
237 while enjoying some fresh cold brew... and damn, man... Really?!?

I loved the book, regardless - the overall tone these days just always
hits the mark for me, even when things inevitably spin out of control
(arguably the best part). I dig the cover quite a bit, first of all (good use
of size/scale there and the cooler colors really set it off) and the opening
sequence was as fun as ever. The sometimes red hot “adult” situations that
spring up in the book every now and then (always deliciously well done,
by the way) took some getting used to for me, to be honest, but I can be
into it... Just part of that tone I love so well. I'm still just glad Maxine is
still gracing our cast of characters these days after your latest “fake out”
a few issues back. This, in fact, is why I’'m afraid that Angel’s Face Fry is
a permanent “she’s done” type of scenario this time, and so soon after we
lost her recently returned mother too... The Murphys are having a rough
time of it, of late!

I hope I'm wrong and that Angel pulls through somehow - I've always
liked her, going way back to the ORIGINAL SOS days in the late ‘90s
when I really dove into this book - but I just don’t see it happening this
time. I guess I will find out soon, it seems like you’ve been putting out this
book at an impressive clip of late. Works for me! Everyone wins there (I
hope), this is always the book I look forward to pulling the most.

Quick question - do you hold any type of record (or records) for the longest
run of any writer/artist combo (or team) on a single run of any given comic
book series? Has ANYONE ELSE ever done something like what you’ve
managed to pull off with “Savage Dragon” over the years? Just curious... To
me, your achievement here seems pretty unique. Is this the case?

Also, any interest is coming out to Virginia for a convention sometime?
I’d love to finally meet you, introduce you and your book to some pals
and shake your hand sometime. I also wouldn’t mind (hopefully/maybe)
snagging some original artwork from you, assuming you do that sort of
thing these days. [ missed the HeroesCon in Charlotte, NC you attended a
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few years back - I'm still kicking myself over it.

Anyways - thanks as always for another sock in the gut/latest chapter.
I’'m looking forward to seeing Powerhouse again (who isn’t?), congrats to
Maxine and family on their new addition, of course, (huzzah!) and now...
I’'m ready to get rolling on the coming run to issue #250! I'm stoked! I can’t
believe we are a little over a year away from that.

Cam Stylez
P. S. Do you sell any sweet T-Shirts featuring Mako, by chance?

No Mako shirts at this point.

As far as long runs on books go--there have been a few. Dave Sim
wrote and drew 300 issues of Cerebus (aided by background man,
Gerhard on most of them) and that is seen by many as the run to beat.
Ongoing runs include Gold Digger by Fred Perry (which is over 250
strong at this point) and Knights of the Dinner Table by Jolly Blackburn
(which is roughly that as well). There are also over 200 issues of Usagi
Yojimbo by Stan Sakai but he’s restarted his numbering a few times so
it’s not as obvious.

So, I’m not the only one.

As for conventions--1"d love to go to every one but I can’t do that
and produce my book on a regular basis. Any convention chops about
a week out of my schedule and I can’t afford to lose a lot of weeks if I
want to keep producing this book on a timely basis.

Erik,

On the first page, I knew something was different. I can’t remember the
last time that SD had an omniscient narrator (even if it was a character).
Despite juggling 4-5 major narrative threads, the plot moved quickly,
building in intensity until the phenomenal finish. This was one of the best
issues in the entire run.

Although SD has always had elements of a sex farce, I will admit, I
cringed a bit when this book became so explicit, culminating in the on-
camera over-the-top romps between Malcolm and his wife. But SD 238
was the payoff. The dramatic tension in this entire issue wasn’t between
bad guys and good guys, heroes and villains. It was about a young woman
grappling with her own sexuality, and a sexual assault. The last page was
tremendous. It was unlike anything, really, we have ever seen in these
pages before. Bravo.

I'look forward to rereading this issue - to see all of the elements building
towards it - and the ultimate consequences and aftermath, in a year’s time
when I sit down to read 225-250 in a chunk.

Stephen Menendian

I don’t do a lot of narration in the book beyond the most basic need-
to-know stuff but every now and then it’s nice to mix things up. It
might get tiresome every issue but it’s a nice tool to have in the ol’ tool
belt.

Dear Erik,

I think Savage Dragon 238 might be one of the more serious and intense
issues you’ve done in a while. The bachelorette scene got dark, and I was
a bit worried about how you were going to handle something like that, but
you pulled it off. I'm glad Maxine realizes she needs help. She is one of the
best characters this book has ever had, and it’s been rough watching her
losing control. She deserves the best. The narration boxes by her (a first?)
were nice to have, as well.

That’s not to say it was all doom and gloom. The issue was full of fun
bits. Legless Malcolm! Silly Uncle Kevin! Robots getting electrocuted in
the boob! Deadly Duo back-up! The art looked sharp, too, particularly the
splash page of Dragon-ed Angel.

But the Sex-Doll escaping with Jack’s blood sure is ominous, especially
since we still know so little about them. Without even knowing who they
work for, I can’t begin to guess who might be profiting off this valuable
item. [ don’t think they’re connected to The Scourge, but it was nice to get a
two-panel reminder that this guy is still out there. I’'m still getting the vibe
that Toronto is getting tougher and tougher for Malcolm.

-Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Well, yeah. If it was a picnic I’m not sure how fun that’d be. Though--
I do often wonder. If I ditched the superheroics completely--would
readers still show up for the dance?

To Erik, Funnybooks Master

To start off, I enjoyed Tom Wellman’s letter firing off valid points for
him disliking Maxine. Maxine at this point do not have many people who
vocal against her. Which is stated to how great a writer is, a character
seemingly lovable by all does indeed have people who rather see her
disappear. His letter stuck out to me a lot after reading this great tale, which
serves as a turning point for Maxine, and her evolution from Issue 200 on.
At the beginning of Malcolm’s run in Issue 193, the two were broken up
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