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those pretty cool reissues of Graphic Fantasy. Nor would I have
predicted that Paul would return and become my favorite part of
Savage Dragon.

I'suspect I am not alone in my fascination with all those Dragon
stories created and sadly lost so long ago. It’s great to have Paul
himself share parts of those stories with the reader as he explains
his past to our version of his friends and allies. I would be perfectly
happy with an entire issue of Paul talking with his new wife about
all the differences between his old home and new.

Thanks for bringing Paul back.

Ken Albery

There’s an issue in the pipeline which fills in a lot of the gaps
in regard to Paul’s world. I can’t answer every question but I’ll
do the best I can to catch you up to speed.

Hello Erik,

I just finished my second read of issue 260. I really enjoyed it.

It was nice seeing Alex and Paul tie the knot and I look forward
to seeing what’s next for them. Paul’s new bionic arm is great, but I
think it may cause some problems later on if he goes up against the
Wwrong person.

Talways have liked William and it was good seeing him included
in the story. Hope we see more of him soon.

That fight between Malcolm and Torment was intense and it
didn’t really go well for either of them. Is Torment truly dead, or is
he coming back?

T appreciated the writing quite a bit this issue. It was straight to
the point and balanced without being simplified. The art work was
kinetic and looks great.

Until next time, thanks for another great issne of Savage Dragon.

Sincerely,

Ricky D. Snyder
Greenwood, Indiana

‘We’ll have to wait and see about Torment.

Erik,

On social media, you mentioned that you were struggling through
writer’s block and had a really tough time with putting together
issue 260. Damned if I could tell! This issue felt like it was shot out
of a cannon!

The cover homage to Gil Kane’s Daredevil #120 was top notch.
‘What a brilliant and dynamic layout. I think Torment may be my
favorite “Malcolm” villain, so I've been anticipating this issue
since I first laid eyes on the cover solicitation. Safe to say, it did
not disappoint!

T've said it once, and I'll say it again-- I really enjoy seeing Paul
Dragon and following along on his adventures as he acclimates
to this new reality. Seems like between Captain Tootsie and now,
Joseph Strange, the super-genius scientist role is being filled once
again. I'm a big fan of the Reed Richard/Rex Dexter types that are
able to invent cool gizmos and vehicles. 'm hoping this realty’s
Joseph Strange eventually dips his toes in the superhero waters-- if
not just to see his wacky old-school costume in action!

Malcolm’s distrust/uneasiness of Paul is a great dynamic. I think
many of us would feel the same if some deceased relative that looked
slightly different just showed up at our doorstep one day telling us
they were from an alternate earth.

Torment is quite the unstable menace with an appetite for human
flesh at that! Learning a little more about his backstory was quite
cool and unexpected. As we have seen in previous issues, his
power levels are insane; however, even with that knowledge, seeing
him man-handle and eviscerate Malcolm was still quite a shock.
The self-homage to the pages in issue #2 of the Savage Dragon
miniseries was immediately recognizable as those pages have been
burned into my brain since Ifirst laid eyes onthem in 1992! It’s such
a great call back that really fits this gruesome moment.

T’'m glad to see at least some version of Dragon finally tie the knot
with Alex! It’s been a long time coming. Let’s hope it lasts quite a
few issues before we see another funeral scene. I'm optimistic, but
seeing how most Dragon marriages end up, I'm still a bit worried!

Before closing this, I have to mention how neat it was to see two
different letterer’s takes on this issue. Both Jack Morelli and Rus
‘Wooten did superb jobs. It was fun comparing the issues and seeing
how their approaches differed. I don’t envy you for having to choose
between them. I would be happy with either.

And now for a few quick questions to make it official
1. Are those “worm” guys in Torment’s head parasites, or was he
just born like that?
2. Where did Torment get his fancy get-up from? Arenaissance fair?
3. Does the Daredevil #120 cover have any special meaning to
you or was it just a case of digging the layout?
Till next time (hopefully not quite as long)!
Craig Olsen
Philadelphia, PA

1: I’'m assuming he was born that way.

2: Demonoid Gap.

3: It doesn’t have any special meaning--I just always liked it
as a cover and that’s the image which sprang into my head when
the art was due.

Choosing a new letterer was no easy task. Ferran Delgado was
a tough act to follow and I had hoped to keep him on forever,
honestly, but it was not to be. I certainly wish him the best.
Hopefully Jack Morelli can stick around a while.

Dear Erik via Fan Addicts,

Rather entertaining issue 260! Let’s do the numbered response thing:

1 - The cover: Well, it was a little busy with three figures in action
and three different caption boxes. At least it depicted something
close to what happened it the story.

2 - Nice opening splash page. Totally gave me some ‘60s to *70s
Kirby vibes!

3 - This “can’t say ‘no’ to being best man” thing. Totally disagree
with Maxine. I had to say “no” to being best man twice in my life.
Both cases involved me being too far away and not being able
to get away from my job. Loved the two pet names used in this
conversation (carpet bag and pickle jar). Are you running out yet?

4 - Speaking of Maxine: did I ever tell you she reminds me of
my hot mathematics teacher back in high school? Right down to
the short dresses and freckles. So much so that I find myself being
jealous of Malcolm.

$ - Torment: what a weird, wild villain. The two smaller heads
doing most if not all of the talking is interesting. Wait, did the
middle head talk at all? T guess not. It’s sort of a take-off on the old
angel and demon whispering in someone’s ear gag youn often see
in cartoons.

6 - After missing a wedding and having a titanic fight, Malcolm’s
in the hospital again! Well, at least we know he can take a lot of
punishment. That was funny that both Maxine and Angel were
concerned that his apparatus was still intact. LOL!

Thanks for an entertaining issue!

Alan Bowman
Sagamihara City, Japan

1: As noted above, the cover was based on the cover of
Daredevil #120 by Gil Kane and Tom Palmer, which was
somewhat crowded as well, but I always liked it.

2: That’s high praise indeed.

3: ’'m not even close to running out of pet names. I have an
exhaustive list on my phone in case of emergencies.

4: You did not tell me that.

5: That is indeed where the idea sprang from. And, no, the
middle head did not talk at all.

6: They’ve got their priorities straight.

Hi Erik,

This is my first time writing, despite the fact that I've been
buying Savage Dragon since the early days. Unfortunately, buying
is the key word in that sentence. I stopped reading Savage Dragon
sometime around #112. Ever since then, I continued to buy the
comic, but the unread issues just kept piling up.

I'm not exactly sure why I stopped reading, to be honest. T
guess I was just strapped for time, so I stopped buying comics
-- everything except Savage Dragon, that is. T trusted you, and I
knew I'd eventually get back into funnybooks. And whenever that
day arrived, I figured there was a good chance I'd still enjoy your
peerless periodical.

As expected, I gotback into comics a few years later. But Ididn’t
start reading Savage Dragon again, because I'd forgotten what was
going on with the story, and I wanted to start over at the beginning.
That was a daunting prospect, though, so I kept putting it off and
telling myself I'd get around to it eventually.
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Welcome to Savage D

Not a lot to report, other than the reality that I’ve been
running late.

And I’ve been questing whether or not to address this in the
letters page because, months from now, years from now--all
this will be long over and done with and nobody would ever
remember that there was even so much as a hiccup along the
way unl id somethin

But here we

Thad a nasty, lingering case of artist’s or writer’s block (it’s
hard to tell where one st. and the other begi ometimes).
hard struggle trying to
elf out from under it and n hit at the absolute wor:

launching a second title, ANT,

But in any case, it’s been a long,

was incredibly frus rating but I do seem to be coming out of it.
So, that’s good.

I’'m getting there, bit by bit.

My options were to continue or call it a day, and I’'m opting
to continue.

We'll see how it goes.

Dear Erik,

You've been talking about art homages a lot lately, and even
slipping in a few with the Sienkiewicz bear and a couple of covers.
Savage Dragon 260 had a few pages that looked familiar to me,
and I had to do a bit of digging to place them. The conclusion of
Malcolm’s fight with Torment is homaging none other than yourself,
from when Dragon first fought SuperPatriot in the original Dragon
mini-series. That was a cool little Easter Egg.

T also read that this issue had a lettering experiment, with two
different printings featuring two different letterers. I buy Savage
Dragon digitally, and that version had Rus Wooton handling the
letters, and I think he did a great job. He’s been top in his field for a
long time, and if you are able to keep him you should go for it. But
T’ll admit a bias, since I didn’t see the other job at all.

Maxine seems to think Torment is dead, but I hope that’s not the
case. He’s not my favourite villain, but he’s got a unique, cool look
and an intriguing back story. I'love when bad guys like that pop up
from time to time. Seeing villains like Torment, or Neutron Bob, or
Power House are such good reminders that Erik Larsen books just
aren’t like any others. And that’s a good thing!

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Iwas wondering if anybody would catch the self-homage from
the Savage Dragon miniseries! Good eye!

Iwasn’t sure how they’d handle things for the digital version.
It’s a shame both weren’t made available.

Torment has appeared dead before but I can’t make
any promises.

Hey Erik,

‘What a Wednesday to pick up Savage Dragon issue 260! Got my
son on the bus, penciled a page, then decided to run to my LCS,
Richmond Comix. Not the brightest decision in the down-pouring
remnants of Hurricane Ida. Thankfully I made it there and back
home with my two copies! My two F’d up copies that is! Sorry the
printer screwed up with the entire lettering debacle. T'll of course
pick up the corrected issue. I also support your decision in naming
Jack Morelli as new Savage Dragon letterist! Rus Wooten’s work is
great, but I think I preferred Jack’s just a little bit more.

Totally dig that Paul has the bionic arm. Can’t wait to hopefully
see him put it to good use. Wasn't expecting to see him and Alex tie
the knot so soon, but who am I to judge? I've been “living in sin”

FINSRDDILTD

Send letters to:

PO BOX 14457
PORTLAND, OR 97293

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

for years now. It really made me smile seeing William Jonson again!
You totally nailed his aging with simply having his hair and beard
colored gray. It looked so appropriate but made me feel so old. HA!
Torment was a great tragic villain for this issue. I have to admit, T
never noticed from his previous appearances how his bulbs resemble
Mr. Glum. Their good angel / bad devil on the shoulder routine was
great and totally made him a more appealing character. His mother
attempting to cover for him was a good angle, something I don’t
recall seeing in comics often. It totally made sense that Torment
would seek swift revenge on Malcolm after barging into his home
like that. I also recognized the sweet call backs to the miniseries on
pages 18 and 19! Too cool!
‘Well, I better get back to the drawing board. Thanks for another
great issue!
Best,
Nick Justus
Cumberland, VA

You’re quite welcome!

As for Paul and Alex tying the knot unceremoniously--I
like to keep readers guessing. And it’s nice to have a pleasant
surprise on occasion.

Mr. Larsen,

Issue 260 may be my favorite issue of Savage Dragon. I enjoyed
it so much, I was compelled to write to the Fin Addicts letters page
for the first time. I've got almost 200 issues of your book in my
collection, and I'm looking to complete this series that I started
reading when I was a very impressionable 12-year-old.

I had been out of town for work over the last week, and I always
use those opportunities to dig through the back issue bins of
whatever comic shops I can find. I found so many great comics,
including some Savage Dragon issues. [ was ecstatic.

I totally screwed up at the hotel later, and left a bag with about
half the comics I purchased on the back of a car, and they vanished.
Total bummer. Feeling like an idiot, I headed home, depressed. At
least my local shop will have the latest issue of Savage Dragon I've
been waiting a while for.

‘Well worth the wait. You stated this issue gave you grief, but
that wasn’t evident in these pages with clear storytelling that had
moments of nice character development, like Maxine trying to
get Malcolm to warm up to the new/old Dragon, or Alex buying a
wedding dress. I appreciated these details more than ever before for
SOINE redson.

Then of course we get some intense ACTION. I audibly gasped
at that 2 page spread of Torment yanking Maxine out the window.
Powerful stuff. I love the look in Malcolm’s eyes. Real panic.

Then the following two page turns. WOW. Ithought, for sure, you
were going to kill Maxine. Then that brutal intestinal strangling, I
love the blood spatter and gore. Just a really intense finale. T loved
it. Then we get a joke at the end and all is well. It just made me so
happy and forget about my earlier screwup. So, thank you and keep
up the great work.

T.I. Ripp
Tuscaloosa, Alabama

"Il do my best!

Erik,

T've been aware of Paul Dragon for quite a long time. I have
memories of one of our regulars coming into the comic shop I
worked at with some old comics he was incredibly proud of. He,
like me, thought that Savage Dragon was clearly the best title from
that new Image company. T honestly can’t remember if he had copies
of Megaton, or less likely, Graphic Fantasy. But he was eager to
share with the staff the early version of Dragon that none of us
realized existed.

I would not have guessed that, all these years later, I'd own my
own copies of the Megaton issues featuring Dragon, as well as
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Well, a few months ago, I decided it was finally time, and I
started with issue #1 of the miniseries. Today I made it to #260, and
T'm pleased to report that my faith in you was completely justified.
Man, I can’t tell you what a pleasure it’s been reading the full run.
Tust pure joy. I wish there were more people who made comics that
are so much FUN. Sincerely, thank you for doing what you do.

Highlights included:

#31. This was my favorite issue as a teenager, and it definitely
held up. The pinup for God Comics still kills me.

#73-75. The Darklord saga was the peak of my Dragon obsession.
I probably read these issues a dozen times when I was in college,
and I lurked on the Dragon forum pretty much every day. (I think
Gavin was still going by the name Homer Simpson back then.)

#113. Man, I have no idea how you pulled this one off. It would
be hard enough to lay out an issue with a decreasing number of
panels on each page. But not only does the story make sense -- it’s
aripping yarn!

#124-131. The political commentary was a bit too on-the-nose
(and I agree with your views for crying out loud), but I absolutely
love the fact that you did everything in these issues by yourself.

#0. Damn, I was WAY off! My money was on Dragon being the
descendant of a god.

#146. Great writing in this issue. Watching Alex leave got me a
little choked up.

#163-168. I'm glad I didn’t have to wait a month between issues
for this storyline. Really outstanding stuff here.

#216. This issue’s story was entertaining enough, but the art was
off the charts. I don’t know what was different, exactly. Perhaps the
muted colors drew more attention to your line work? Whatever the
case, [ was thoroughly impressed.

#220. Cripes, this issue might feature the best artwork
ofyour career. And the colors have never looked better, in my
humble opinion.

#225. Bravo, sir. You always threatened (promised?) to kill off
your main character, and when the moment finally came, it couldn’t
have been more exciting. Last but not least -- if there’s one thing
T've learned after reading 29 years’ worth of letter columns, it’s that
Thave to make a list of questions.

1. On a few occasions, you've mentioned that you'd like to do 500
issues. Is that still the goal, or do you plan to retire at some point? I
reckon yow'd be in your 90s by the time you hit #500. That would be
incredible, and I hope you go for it.

2.1 know you tend to look forward rather than backward, but
which issues are you most proud of ?

3. Along the same lines, which issues are you most
disappointed with?

4. What comics are you enjoying these days?

5. I'm curious about the long-term health of the comic. Many
years ago, I think you said yow'd make the book black and white
if sales ever got too low. Have you ever been near that point? I
know sales could always be better, but are things relatively okay at
the moment?

6. Would you ever consider doing a black and white issue just for
fun? The B&W cover for #222 stopped me in my tracks, and it made
me wish the entire issue looked like that. If you ever did a B&W
issue, perhaps you could even make the lack of color part of the
story somehow. Maybe Malcolm goes to an alien world that doesn’t
have any color, or something like that. On the other hand, maybe I
should just buy the Archive TPBs...

‘Well, that’s all for now. If it’s not obvious by this point, I'll keep
buying ‘emas long as yon keep making ‘em. And as an added bonus,
Tll try not to wait another two decades before I read the next issue!

Nick Rebman
Saint Paul, MN

There is something super fun about reading a long rum
all at once like that. I’ll often plow through books that I’'m
particularly fond of and revisit them in that manner. It’s even
more rewarding if it’s something new. It must be particularly
wild on a book like Savage Dragon where you can see characters
be born, grow older, take center stage or even die.

As for Savage Dragon #113, I'd actually ruled out those panel
borders and had intended to use them for Savage Dragon #58,
but several pages in it became clear that it wouldn’t work, so I
scrapped that notion and put the pages aside and waited a few
years until the perfect story came along. I'm not entirely happy
with the results--Ishould have merged panels 1 and 4 (from page

11) for page 12 to give the robot a bigger entrance--but it worked
out reasonably well.

1: At the very least I’d like to get past #300, which is how far
Dave Sim went with Cerebus but I have no specific goal in mind.
If I make it to #3500, that would be excellent, but if that actually
happened--1 probably wouldn’t want to stop there.

2: Savage Dragon #8 was the first issue where I thought things
actually started to click. I liked Savage Dragon #31 pretty well
at the time as well. To be honest, I haven’t sat down and reread
the entire series in years, so the ones which stick with me tend
to be more recent. #252 was a recent challenge that I enjoyed
the results of quite a bit, due in large part to Ferran Delgado’s
herculean efforts to emulate the lettering styles of various strips.
But Iliked others as well. #199 with ten double-page spreads was
nothing but fun.

3: I can’t pinpoint a specific issue where it all went wrong
but around #180 or so I was drawing heads unusually long and,
looking back, I'm not super happy with how things were going.
I moved to drawing larger around #194 because I wasn’t happy
with how the art had been looking and that’s when things really
started to improve.

4: I read a lot of older comics these days because I lost the
thread of the old Marvel and DC books during the pandemic.
I didw’t set foot in a comic book store in over a year and when
I finally did--I just couldw’t get back into the books I'd been
lacklusterly pursuing. So, beyond that it’s mostly Image Comics.
I get everything we publish. I'm currently reading the TPB The
Fade Out by Ed Brubaker and Sean Phillips.

5: Sales are actually up quite a bit from a few years ago and
new or returning readers are scrambling to find back issues at
an affordable price. Prices of those have skyrocketed, I'm sorry
o say.

6: The Archive books have everything in B&W if you’re so
inclined. I might do a special B&W variant at some point but I’d
rather not do the regular book in B&W.

Erik,
‘Would you ever consider, again, doing an issue that takes place
over the course of a year or so? Back around #104 you did this and
it’s one of those fondly remembered things for a lot of fans: each
panel telling its own miniature story and giving readers a panoramic
sense of time moving forward.
Thank you for everything you’ve done, and looking forward to
new Savage Dragon issues in 2022.
Best,
Raymond Cummings
Owings Mills, Maryland

The issue you’re thinking about was Savage Dragon #144, T
believe, and there was a reason for that. First, I was running
far behind reality due to a bunch of continued stories and a
spotty shipping schedule. And second, it was a fun experiment
in storytelling.

The thing is--the book is set in real time. So, most issues
take place roughly in the month in which they’re released.
The exceptions are continued stories where one issue feeds
directly into the next ome (like this very issue, which was
continued from the previous one) and in cases like that, Il
occasionally need to do a bit of catching up in order to get the
dates more closely aligned.

So, unless things are running unusually late or I’ve had a
bunch of continued stories--most often there isn’t a year to be
found. It would be odd to set an issue in the future, after all. So,
Ican’t really just do that.

But mostly--it just feels like I’ve done that already and if I did
it again I’d just be repeating myself.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: the Murderous Menace of Mako!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--
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