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I don’t have much to add to a lot of your comments but let me address
the peaks and valleys of the artwork which you mentioned. It’s hard to
articulate just how blind a person can be to their own work. I’ll often look
back at my previous work and wonder what I was thinking at the time and
wonder why I couldn’t see then the distortions and oddities that are so
obvious to me now. And I’m sure I’ll look back at what I’m doing now at
some point and be equally appalled but at every period, I can assure you that
I was trying to do my very best.

Erik,

By the time you read this message, the historic and highly anticipated Savage
Dragon #250 will be, at least close to being, in stores. I know myself, and so
many other fans, are looking forward to this milestone as you keep plugging
away bringing us the adventure, action, drama and straight up weirdness that
comes with our favorite fin-headed superhero.

What a crazy and hard year this has been for us all. I have not been to my
work office since March and my local comic store is located in downtown Seattle
where my place of employment is so I haven’t read many comics since we got
shutdown in the Pacific Northwest. I finally just had my LCS ship me the titles in
my box which, of course, includes Savage Dragon. At the end of this week, I had
the rare privilege of reading #248 and #249 back-to-back in one sitting.

Enjoying the build up to the big book event and seeing a bunch of freaks
coming up into Canada given the government’s actions in Chicago so they can
get pounded by Dragon and friends. Maxine and Dragon’s relationship remains a
real centering aspect of the book and provides, especially these two issues, some
hilarious and awkward moments.

At any rate, see you soon for #250. Congratulations, truly, for this milestone
and all your hard work in getting to this revered place in comic book history.
Take care of yourself and hope you have a few spare moments to celebrate!

Dave Lester
Seattle, WA

“Spare moments?” What are those exactly?

Dear S.D crew

I loved issue 250! the complete immersion in a Covid-19 infected world was
crazy to me. I mean when has a comic book ever done something like you are
doing (on the same level at least) I thought the ending of the main story was
awesome, the return of PAUL DRAGON!!!! Or is it? The artwork was stellar as
it’s ever been and I've always enjoyed your writing I honestly hope that story
goes somewhere crazy. The side stories were delightful. Brilliant talent was
displayed and I especially loved the story with the “adult mutated evil tortoises”
if you know what I mean. Please continue to craft the most epic ongoing storyline
in all of comics, I just have one question though.

So my favourite character in the series is Red Giant (Rita Medermade/
Jonson). And I’'m pretty curious as to what her first appearance is. Everywhere
I look it says issue 3 of the ongoing but I have analyzed every panel of that book
and cannot find her, would you mind clearing that up for me? Thanks.

One last thing, have you ever considered compiling all of the classic Paul
Dragon comics from graphic fantasy and megaton into one volume? I think
soon would be a good time since it looks like the character has returned, just a
thought.

Yours sincerely,

Leo Brocklehurst
Manchester, England

SAVAGE DRAGON ongoing series #3 is indeed Rita’s first appearance.
She’s in one panel. It’s the last page, panel two and she’s in the lower left-
hand corner (although her hair was miscolored). When the next issue rolled
around her hair was colored red and while not settled in and on-model it
was made expressly clear that it was Rita in the added pages to the trade
paperback SAVAGE DRAGON: A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH (or
in SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVES #1).

Collecting the Paul Dragon material is problematic because there’s so
little of it. There’s not enough material for a decent-sized trade paperback.
The two Graphic Fantasy stories were reprinted already in SAVAGE
DRAGON issues #225 and 250, and the Megaton stories were reprinted a
few years ago in the SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVE comic books (not to
be confused with the SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVES TPBs). If I searched
high and low, I might be able to scrape together just over a hundred pages,
which would make for a pretty slim volume. All of the comics I drew as a kid
were destroyed in 1991 when my house burned down, so there really aren’t
a lot of possible leads to follow. Plus, it’s all pretty amateurish. I can spruce
it up a bit with color, as I have with the two Graphic Fantasy stories, but it
would take a lot of work and I’m not sure there’s much demand for seeing
this stuff. It’s pretty rough.

Dear Erik,

I wanted to admit something and then get into SD 250. I always said I loved
the Marvel universe but that it was just too hard to find a starting point. Well,
I loved the Uncanny X-Men when Claremont was on it. Gavin introduced me
to Johnathan Hickman’s group of X-titles and I fell in love. At first, I loved the
turning of everything upside down, I loved the gigantic cast of characters, the
scope of Marvel Universe, themes, etc. But I feel to follow the layered story,
you need to follow up with the related titles. At first, I could do six and I liked
all of them but then everything went crazy and the cross-over events were
whacked and it was a real chore to follow the story but I thought, this will be
the final Marvel Universe run I will buy since it includes a lot of other Marvel
characters. But, and I’'m not trying to sound ‘so independent ‘ but Marvel is
just SO big business and there is no one-on-one contact with creators. I'm still
trying to follow this run until the end but it’s getting frustrating and, like I
said, expensive.

Then there’s Erik Larsen’s Highbrow Universe which consists of ONE comic.
And, you know what? I love it. I love that you allow annoying fans such as myself
to touch base with you. I love and was spoiled by the real time aspect, I loved
the letter page, I loved the back-ups, and I love your ability to go anywhere

at anytime. You know, as soon as Hickman’s era is over, the next creator will
change everything back. SD feels like a bud. I love your passion and I even enjoy
Maxine, now. In fact, 250 showed me how awesome your main cast rocks in an
out-there kinda way. A Golden Age hero and his little fan club, Malcolm, Greta
Gearbox, Kevin, etc.

250 was great and I can’t wait for 251’s explanation about there being a
physical Paul after the merging of all realities. I just love your universe and how
personal it is.

Thank-you for your continuing continuity!

Sincerely,

Matt Cashel

You’re certainly welcome.

Dear Erik,

If you would indulge me, I would like to try another go at my last letter. I
know these won’t see print as they are so late but I felt my last missive focused
too much on another comic than it did yours.

Your comic, though, I may gripe, is a classic c. And I love the fact that
sometimes the changes throw me off, at first. But, later, I love them and see
them for what they are. The geek in me loves huge mythologies that include
tons of characters but, Toronto run, for example, are wonderful once you sit and
give them a reread. Just little things that other comics don’t include such as the
Dragon kids leaping from cushion to cushion to avoid the lava. I remember doing
that. And when I bother you about what I want to see or what characters I don’t
think should die yet-it’s because YOU made me care for them like family.

Now, I am gonna pull a Claremont-moment again but his run on X-Men
wasn’t 89% focused on the big bad. There were approx. seven main characters
and you felt like you were part of a family. I feel that with Dragon. And never
worry that your continuity is too convoluted - comparing you to X-Men again.

250’s artwork was great and I have to admit, I “enjoy” the sexuality of Angel
talking on the phone more than being totally naked. That’s a strange direction
for me to take but it is what it is.

250 was an event.

And confined as it was-it never felt that way. I, of course, will continue to bug
you with my fan wishes but just ignore them and know I share them only because
I love this continuity so much. And, it doesn’t have any enforced company cross-
over events shoved on it. If i was a writer for Marvel and this empire thing took
over-it would drive me nuts.

What I'm trying to say, your book, at some point, has explored many comic
types and it doesn’t feel scrambled or shoved unnaturally onto the reader. You
MADE me enjoy Maxine. I don’t know how iit happened but she contributes a
great deal to your ensemble.

If there was a fire at my place; cats and dog saved first and then your
Highbrow books.

And fuck those of us that feel offended by a viewpoint, aspect, or political
whatever’s--that is what makes this univese what it is. Never feel that you have
to compromise. Stay loud!

Sincerely,

Matthew Cashel

I’ll do the best I can.

Hi Erik,

What a task this must’ve been: drawing and writing in another artist’s edition
way. I have to say, this is another milestone you created! Since the beginning,
you have challenged yourself and your readers with page layouts and drawing
styles to keep Savage Dragon a book that keeps anyone on their toes. Taking on
this issue is more than just a step beyond of what you’ve been doing, wow!!

Dr. Rex, Amy & Walter but especially Runningbear made me laugh so hard.
I can only imagine how much effort and perhaps also frustration drawing and
writing this issue must have brought you. But then again, I can also imagine the
sheer fun you had with this. It’s one thing to come up with ideas, it takes another
breed of people who actually go with ideas and execute them. It’s a quirky road
to embark on and will hold no guarantees. But if someone had told you back in
the ‘90s you’d be passed issue 252 in 30 years time, would you have believed
him? This is why this book sticks out, and I hope you will keep on going with
throwing these curveballs at us.

Lennart Boorsma
Bussum, the Netherlands

Certainly I would have hoped that I’d still be toiling on this book 28
years later. That was the goal when I started. One of the things I told
myself early on was that if I ever started writing and drawing a Savage
Dragon comic book that I would work on it for the rest of my career. For
a decade or so I put that off because I didn’t want the rest of my career to
start just yet--but now--here we are. If I can ride this out for another 28
years I’d be ecstatic.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The Empty Grave.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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FINSRDDICTD

e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Welcome to SAVAGE DRAGON #254. Things have been having
great runs of late. SAVAGE DRAGON #250, 252 and 253 have
all gone back to print due to high demand and the back issue

prices of SAVAGE DRAGON issues post #200 or so all seem to
have gone through the roof. Sales are on the rise and life is good.
In any case, here’s the mail.

Hey Erik,

It’s been a really long, I mean really long time, since I've done my civic
duty as a Fin-Addict by writing in to aimlessly ramble about the book and then
some. Let it be known I’ve never fallen off the wagon, still a supporter buying
and reading the book. I suppose I've been preoccupied the past four years
being a first time father. Keeping up with my son is equal parts rewarding and
exhausting. Now that he’s four, he’s going with me to pick up Savage Dragon!

Just picked up issue 249, which I believe is the first issue for sale during the
COVID-19 pandemic. I'm glad there are still stores that were able to weather the
economic storm. My family and I moved from New Jersey back to my home state
of Virginia at the beginning of March just as states were starting quarantines.
The cost of living was ridiculous and took its toll on us. I was desperate honestly
and had to sell my entire comic collection to help fund my family’s move. It
broke my heart to do so, but I vowed the one series I had collected since day one,
Savage Dragon, would be the one series I would own once again. Through the
generosity and affordability of some offers of generous fellow Dragon fans in
Facebook groups, I've regained well over 100 issues over the last month. Now to
fill in the holes. So if anyone has doubles, let me know!

Back to the topic of 249. Due to the use of real time in your book, it’s very
cool to see Angel addressing COVID-19. I believe I read somewhere yours is
the first comic to do so. Also really dig the planned layouts sort of homaging
the dynamic and bombastic pages of ‘90s comics. At least that’s what I assume
and felt like to me. Also think I spotted quite a few self homages? A lot of killer
inking in this issue too, and Mike and Nikos on point with the colors as always.
I met Nikos at NYCC this past October before the world went to hell. Really
cool and kind guy. Let me extend a special thanks to him for shipping me a large
chunk of the issues he’s worked on all the way from Greece very affordably.
I might try to woo him for five issue of a series I'm penciling and inking for
Blue Juice Comics. I’ll let you know when there’s an announcement on that and
solicitation is in Previews.

On a side note, I'm also getting the Archives volumes again. Some of them
1 was initially missing, so it’s great to finally have all nine volumes released up
until this point. Even though I love the single issues, there’s something about the
purity of the black and white page.

As I write this, 250 is going to go on sale in a couple of weeks. As a lifelong
fan who’s been through the wringer losing it all, and trying to regain it for
the pure love and enjoyment of the book, I'm glad I'm here to participate in
supporting you with this milestone. Thanks again for all you do for comics.

Good Times,

Nick Justus
Cumberland, VA

Thanks for being there for me, Nick. I couldn’t do this without you and
readers like you. It’s been a crazy journey for everybody involved.

Another great issue, Erik!

It was fun seeing the kids back in dimension-x vs. them all grown up
with superpowers! It was great seeing Dart take out that wannabe Kingpin!
It would’ve been even better if Dart had been on more than one page! (Did I
mention, that I love Dart?) Anyway, looks like I was right about Angel not being
quite ready to settle down! I can’t wait to see how all this turns out! Thanks for
the years of entertainment! Issue 250 is just around the corner! I can’t wait!

Jonathan Tidwell
Jackson, TN

It was my absolute pleasure. I can’t tell you how thrilled I am to have
been able to do this book all of these years.

Dear Mr. Larsen.

I sit here typing halfway through the infamous year 2020 to say “thanks for
creating something to perk up spirits”.

This letter concerns Savage Dragon 248-9.

Wow!

I don’t know if it was because it had been so long since 247 or just that it
was just that good. but #248 was everything I had been missing in SD. Scene
changes about every page. Showing both the U.S. and Canada. Tons of info and
meaningful things. The breakout alone was awesome.

It was great seeing some of the baddies in their designed bad guy outfits
instead of generic freaks.

Page four: 2 of my favorite characters. I hope Alex will be placed on a path
that adds reason for her being part of the cast.

Poor Dung. But nice to see him aged and engaging his next generation
baddies.

Back in Chicago, the fanboy in me digs the forgotten characters reappearing
just to mix generations and because I still like their designs. But one of the
biggest scenes is we get old characters turned into new super humans.

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

The freak-out spread over Chicago just shows how dangerously close to a
totalitarian country it has become. I worry about Rock and his gang. Then Frank
jr. proposing and Angel shown as little Angel for a panel. I hope this works out.

The action scenes are great but I love Maxine being so scared of her daughter.
Whoever drew the Angel back cover needs to be placed on an upcoming back-
up! Great!

249: I know you’re not fond of flashback scenes but I loved this one, especially
because it was dated.

Then an awesome two page splash showcasing some real baddies and
introducing the Covid-19 virus. Malcolm getting hit out of the panel has to be
from an old spidey book. More recognizable bad guys and girls! Then we hear
that Freak-Out will no longer be utilized and we get to see gen 2 baddies making
the splash with good reason! Kingpin offed in one page;) and, only you, Erik,
would come up with two totally identical characters being sexual together.

I think you spoiled us in the early days of Dragon when tons of designed
characters were thrown at us every page. Probably, because you had invented
so many of them earlier in life. I'm looking forward to more new designs AND
more super teams. As far as I know; God-Squad, Brute Force, S.0.S., and Freak
Force are all that inhabit the highbrow universe... and most of them we only see
in back-ups. But you’re creating a great bizarre cast in Toronto with Tootsie,
Greta Gearbox, Kevin, the new foursome, Frank jr, tons of kids, Alex, etc. I look
forward to seeing an all-new creative Larsen designed Canadian super team- I
mean, there has to be one, right?

As for utilizing the remainder of the horrible year, I await how the virus and
extreme separation of citizens and pre-revolution/civil war is handled. Not to
mention the upcoming election. Lots of potentially interesting upcoming sub-
plots! cannot wait for the big 250 and it’s back-ups.

For the record my favorite characters are 1) Alex 2) Frank jr. 3) Rock 3.5)
Vanguard, but I’d love to catch-up with the gods, etc.

Damn, I wish sales would allow for a second Highbrow universe book.
Anywho, 9.5 on two greatly filled issues.

An in-training fin-head,

Matthew B.B. Cashel

As always, thanks for checking in. I’m doing the best I can with the tools
at my disposal.

Erik,

It’s been a while since I've written, but honestly it’s been a while since I had
anything to write about. Y’see, due to circumstances beyond my understanding,
I received issues 247 and 249 on the same day from my LCS. I, of course, blame
The Coronavirus. I have been extremely lucky in that the only way I have been
directly affected by the bastard thing is that I can’t always get my funnybooks
exactly when I want them. Sadly, me and my White Privilege are far more
fortunate than most. It sucks when your urge to protest and stand up for millions
of folks who’ve gotten the shaft for hundreds of years in this country has to be
tempered by your desire to keep your children alive. Malcolm’s got the right
idea, I need to move my family north.

Anyhoozles, I had to wait until today to receive my copy of 248. Reading
three new issues of Dragon leading into the BIG anniversary 250 was quite a
treat. I didn’t feel as lost as I probably would’ve were circumstances different. I
do have some thoughts and question-y type bits, and these are those:

- The artwork seems to go through peaks and valleys. In these issues the
quality is definitely ramping up. I have to wonder if this has something to do with
your freelance work cutting into the time you can spend on Dragon. I completely
understand that you have things that draw your attention, things you want to do
besides SD, things that probably help keep the lights on. I honestly have no idea
if there is a direct correlation between these valleys and your freelance work,
and this is probably the most backhanded compliment you’ve received or that
I’ve given, but I'm trying to say the book is looking better with these issues, and
that includes the entire team, the colors have been outstanding, too.

- The Vicious Circle- Gotta say, the run for the border makes perfect sense.
Hopefully, the end of the use of Freak Out is permanent, so the Freaks that
survived the crop-dusting and made it across the border and their progeny can
mess with Malcolm and keep him hopping for a while. I loved the disposal of
Philson Wisk by Dart, and the mythologizing of Overlord, sure would be cool if
some crazy lady found a spare suit of armor...

- The arrival of Crusader, Destroyer and the Webster Twins- It’s nice to see
we’ve got the makings of a new super-team in the nick of time. Busloads of
Vicious Circlers would be a handful for Malcolm by himself. Though new to the
game, they seem capable enough.

-Maxine Dragon- I’ve got a feeling she may not be long for this world. She’s
becoming a less and less likable character, unfortunately. She’s being portrayed
as a nymphomaniacal, self-centered booze-bag who’s scared of her own children
and, as a result, a shitty, derelict mother. I hope Maxine digs herself out of this
and gets right, but if not, deuces. I can’t abide somebody, real or fictional, getting
shit-faced around her kids and begging for orgies from relative strangers.

- Finally, I'd like to echo the sentiments of MC Timmy and others in
welcoming Olav Beemer back to the backmatter. I've been reading comics since
I was five years old, over 35 years, and Olav is one of the LOC Legends. When
you see his name in a letters page, you stop and read the letter. Thoughtful, smart
and passionate, glad you’re back, Sir. Now if only that Augie guy could find his
way out of his ivory tower and back to a Fin-Addicts page...

David Bewsey
Rockin’ The Suburbs, just like Josh Eichhorn did
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