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Hey, Erik!

Savage Dragon #248 was everything I have come to love about this universe.
You need never worry about retelling yourself. This issue opened all kinds of doors
and worked on every level. First three pages; fanboy excitement I haven’t felt since
issue 226. EXCEPT Lightening Bug turned to the angels thanks to Amy Belcher
in issue #200’s Gavin/Frenz back-up. But I'm sure something might have changed
since then.

Iloved seeing Alex and Frank again. Really enjoying all the scene changes and
quick info w/o losing the emotion. Dung and his daughters-great! I never expected
to see them again. Samurai and Insect gen 1 was appreciated, as well. Great designs.

NOW, the introduction of old-school second generation pals BUT as new super
humans!!! This is only getting better. And I loved the *see Savage Dragon #53-58!

Freak Out sprayed across Chicago--interesting twist. Favorite scene: Frank
drops the question to Angel, who-lovingly-appears as her child-like self and
answers “YES”! More second gen characters spotlighted--again, very appreciated
and the following fight with our new crusaders-important action scene w/ flavor.

Second favorite scene: Maxine scared of her own child killing her. Very well
done and very creepy. Would Maxine ever possibly hurt her own child? The epic
border crossing- again, action with story progression! Subplots-like highbrow used
to deliver all the time before the “minimum wage” days-not a complaint as those
issues were important in their own way.

Altogether, this universe is as solid as it has ever been. If this was the first issue
I picked up-I would subscribe.

To rush this letter to its much-needed end; continuity is very important to me...
especially in a universe this populated and ever-changing. Gavin and I discussed
SuperPatriot’s wife and two newborns from Kirkman’s SuperPatriot: War on Terror
mini-why has that not been followed up on? I feel that you do - but I hope you read
and proof/edit your universe’s back-ups and spin-offs as they are a significant part
to your creation... especially Carlson’s continuing Vanguard stuff.

I respect that you take the time to read Golden Age superman-not because you
love them-but because you feel it’s part of your job-so, I really, hope you keep
tabs on stuff like SP’s wife and kids, Glow Bug, Vanguard, etc. that continuity is
important and appreciated by many. Those back-ups, etc. offer various different
takes on this huge evolving universe and are a big draw for me in encapsulating the
overall feel and multi-asset exploration of a very important mythology in comics.
So, with that said, I loved this issue and can’t wait for the shit to hit the fan!!! ...and
the Mighty Man back-up;)

Sincerely,

Matthew Brandon Blaze Cashel

p.s. stay safe!

Unfortunately, it gets very, very cumbersome and crowded if I include every
supporting character every time. When I check in on Freak Force, I really
can’tinclude every wife, boyfriend, girlfriend and offspring--it’s just too many
characters! Barbaric and Ricochet have kids, SuperPatriot has a wife and kids,
Horridus has a daughter, Mighty Man has parents and even those we don’t
know intimately likely have some friends or acquaintances and I can’t possibly
touch on all of them. Hell, most often I don’t even show all of the Freak Force
team members!

Hey Erik,

I have never read a single issue of SD before SD #248. And this issue was
amazing. The story was easy to follow, even though I only knew a little bit about
Savage Dragon from listening to the All The Pouches podcast. But since this is my
first issue of SD, I have a couple of questions about the characters.

1. Who is Alex? I was able to figure out that she knows Angel and Frankie since
she went to see Angel in the hospital. But is she Angel’s friend? Angel’s sister?
Please inform me. It would help me follow the story.

2. Why does Malcolm Dragon call Maxine Ankle Bracelet on page 7? Is that a
nickname?

3. Who are Mark, Peter, Janey, and other Janey? Have they appeared since SD
#53-58? Good job with their hero names though.

4. Why does Maxine start to cry when Maddy Dragon asks her to read Green
Eggs And Ham? (Great book, by the way. It was always my favorite book when
I was a kid.) Does Maxine have some sort of disability that prevents her from
reading? Does it have something to do with whatever she did to make herself young
forever when she turned 25?

5. Is the original Savage Dragon dead? Did he get too old to continue being a
superhero?

Okay, now for my feedback on the comic.

Opening the comic with a prison escape was a genius decision. Well done.

The two-page spread was good but unnecessary. I think that you should’ve used
those two pages for more story. The name Freak Out is a catchy name for a chemical
that neutralizes superpowers. The bickering among the supervillains seems like
classic henchmen behavior. Dart being a very serious leader with one goal in mind
is also classic supervillain who has henchmen behavior. As I said before, I love the
use of the Crusader, the Destroyer, Web-Slinger, and Wall-Crawler in this comic.

And Frank proposing! Even though this is the first issue of SD that I have read,
that subplot makes a lot of sense to me. But what’s with Angel changing her mind so
suddenly? That makes no sense to me.

But Blossom and Dumpling’s dad dying was sad. Did he have a power that
allowed him to stay alive? And who gave the order to gas Chicago with Freak
Out? Malcolm? The Government? The end was hilarious. It made me laugh very
loud. My only feedback on the cover is that the art was good, but the cover was
misleading. It made me think that Dart was gonna go up against Malcolm in this
issue, but that obviously didn’t happen. I love Chris Giarrusso’s G-Man webcomics,
and the story was hands down the funniest G-Man story I’ve ever read. Please tell
Chris what I thought of his strips for this issue. And that like G-Man, I am an
Evaporationist. I believe in the “Evil Raven”, as they are called.

SD #250 is coming! I remember reading an article about the Image X month
from September 1994, and about how your goal was to reach 150 consecutive issues
of SD, so you later went back and made your own SD #13. And look where SD is
now! Finally nearing its 250th issue after 28 years! I can’t wait for the 100-page
super-spectacular next month. As I write this, It is exactly 30 days away from the
release of SD #250, and I hope that it will be as great as this issue is. Thank you
for doing Savage Dragon for 28 years, plus the original three-issue miniseries. I

applaud you and Todd for never losing interest in your characters and continuing
to make amazing stories. But I do have one question. Is Image Comics still one
big universe as it was in the early days with Rob’s Youngblood, Todd’s Spawn,
your Savage Dragon, Marc’s Cyberforce, Jim’s Shadowhawk, Marc, David, Brian,
and Michael’s Witchblade, Robert’s Invincible, and Marc, David, and Garth’s The
Darkness? Or has it since split off into several separate universes, each housing one
creator’s title?

All in all, Savage Dragon #248 is an amazing issue and did a great job of
introducing me to the universe.

Sincerely,

Austin Moon

It’s tricky and complicated to both keep the story going and to inform new
readers about each and every detail they might have missed. I’d recommend
visiting http://wiki.savagedragon.com to get a lot of your questions answered
but I’ll do what I can here.

An ongoing series where events transpire over decades can get very involved,
to say the least. Best to accept things at face value and take in information as
it’s presented in the stories, otherwise it can seem pretty overwhelming.

At some point during the Savage Dragon run, the Dragon and a few cast
members came to this Earth from an alternate Earth. Those that managed to
find their way here were Dragon, Alex Wilde, Angel Murphy, Malcolm Dragon,
Mark and Peter Jonson and Janey Widow.

More recently, after a deadly alien attack, the President of the United States
signed an executive order outlawing aliens and all of the people who had fled to
Earth from that alternate world were designated aliens. Malcolm Dragon, his
wife Maxine, and their children relocated to Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

1: Alex Wilde was the original Dragon’s partner when he was in the Chicago
Police. The two were briefly a couple. She’s currently Angel Murphy’s roommate.

2: Maxine and Malcolm frequently call each other pet names which can be
pretty random. They’re terms of endearment.

3: Years ago, the original Dragon was merged with William Jonson, a fellow
police officer, after a villain tried to scatter his atoms. While merged, William
fathered twins, Mark and Peter Jonson and over the years the two have grown
into adulthood. Janey is the daughter of the superhero Widow and the other
Janey came to earth from an alternate dimension. That’s why there are two of
them and they share the same name.

4: Maddy has electrical powers which she inherited from her father and
Maxine is concerned that her daughter will inadvertently kill her. She has
managed to keep her distance and was hoping to use the drug Freak Out to
remove those powers but she ended up using her one dose of that drug to revive
her friend, Angel Murphy.

5: The original Dragon died in SAVAGE DRAGON #225 after having saved
the Earth from the deadly Darklord.

After Malcolm Dragon fled to Canada following the President’s executive
order, the city found itself unprotected and overwhelmed. The government
decided to gas Chicago to alleviate the city’s freak problem. This action,
however, ended up taking the lives of several superhumans whose powers were
the only thing keeping them alive. Blossom and Dumpling’s father Dung was
one of its victims.

Oh, and Angel didn’t change her mind.

Dear Erik,

Well, I fell pretty safe in saying that Savage Dragon 249 is the first comic I’ve
read that has mentioned Covid-19. I'm sure there will be some people that think
you shouldn’t mention it and that they read comics to escape the real world, and so
on. But I think it’s the type of thing that grounds this book into the real world more
than many other super-hero books. And if you want escapism, this issue featured a
Dragon man, an octopus man, and women made of literal poop, so it’s not exactly a
dark mirror held up to the real world.

I also like the flashback to the time Malcolm and the other kids spent in
Dimension-X. I’'m generally not too crazy about flashbacks, but considering Mark,
Peter and the Janeys haven’t been in the book for so long, it was nice to have a
reminder about what they all went through together. As long as it helps the current
story, I don’t mind the occasional trip down memory lane.

On the other hand, the Mighty Man back-up story didn’t do much for me. In
theory, I like seeing the supporting characters more, and I like the idea of using
different styles to tell those stories. But maybe it’s because I’ve never been a Captain
Marvel fan that the homage fell flat. Jonathan Dhenry’s art was really nice, though.

Ican’t believe we’re only one issue away from 250. I still remember buying issue
1 off the stands. Not only am I excited for this milestone, but I know the actual book
itself will be jam-packed with lots of action and fun.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

I’m with you on flashbacks for the most part because the book is set in real
time--I have limited real estate and any page focussing on the past is a page less
which can be devoted to the present but sometimes it’s helpful to give things
context. I wanted to remind readers about the time these five characters were
trapped in Dimension-X together.

Hi Erik,

This is the second letter I have written to you in a week. I am writing this on
the day that SD #249 came out, and I wrote to you about SD #248 on Monday.
I am really excited about what you will be doing for the Savage Dragon #250
100-page super-spectacular! I am looking forward to starting to read more Image
Comics titles such as Spawn starting in July and Big Girls in August. However,
I was wondering if you have any plans to do the Highbrow Entertainment titles
again that you did in the past, such as Vanguard, Freak Force, the Deadly Duo,
and SuperPatriot. I would love to read any new runs of the original six Image
Comics titles.

Anyway, here is my review of Savage Dragon #249:

On a five-star rating scale, this comic got a 4.5 for me, so 80%. The comic was
great but didn’t feel like a full comic. It was mostly an action scene with Malcolm
and some other heroes, plus a little bit with the Vicious Circle gang and Maxine.
Overall though, the issue was great. It was a nice, fun read. The cover having
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nothing to do with the issue itself though was very annoying. I think it should be
part of an upcoming issue and the cover should be changed a little bit, but with the
same title. The fact that the characters are dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic,
as well as everybody in the real world, was very meaningful to me, so thank you. It
is nice to read a comic with superheroes dealing with all of this and adjusting to it.
‘Well, except for Savage Dragon himself. He doesn’t need to care about catching the
virus because he is basically immune to it.
Thank you for creating this. I am hoping that you never stop making this comic.
Sincerely,
Austin Moon
Minneapolis, MN

That is my hope as well. I’d like to do this book forever.

Well, well, well...

Just one more month and then Savage Dragon #250 will finally arrive! Gosh, I
hope I'm still alive to see it. Haha. You never know these days.

But for now, I would like to say Thank You for still having a traditional letter
column in your book. They are few and far between, but the ones that exist are
exceptional. Savage Dragon has so many interesting facets inside. Every issue
starts off with a Josh Eichhorn joke on the inside cover, we get a great first page
splash page with a title and more credits, (who bothers to do that anymore?), we
can always count on at least one two page spread, (sometimes we get more, which
is always great!), there are the Funny Pages back ups, and yep, the Letter Column. I
like reading people’s stories of how Savage Dragon has come into their lives.

I like reading about the appreciation people have for the book currently when
their lives are in the crapper. And I like the time and thought people give to the
analysis of the book’s characters and plot points and plot twists. And I especially
like the questions they have for you.

But I'm not going to do any of that. So let’s get to it...

The title of SD #249, “The Shit Hits The Fan,” is THE best story title this book
has ever had! I hope you use it for the title of the TPB that contains this issue. If  had
the time, I would go back through my entire SD collection to see if anything tops it,
but I don’t really have to because I know nothing would. You could have used it for
a LOT of past issues, because a lot of shit has hit a lot of fans over the years! And
I’'m just a little bit sorry you didn’t save it for issue #250, because I’'m pretty sure it
will be more of the same. But whatever. I’'m just glad you finally did it. I didn’t even
turn the page without sending a text to a friend of mine about the title, knowing he
would get a kick out of it. (And he did).

This book is always full of surprises in the art department. As I was reading, I
was wondering if you were drawing a number of Rob Liefeld homages. I'm thinking
of pages 7 and 9, but then I noticed all the amazing panel breakdowns, particularly
across pages 2 and 3, and pages 7, 9, 13, 14, 15, and 17. All this will mean nothing
to anyone reading it, unless they go back and take another look. But I’'m assuming
you’ll know what I’m talking about. Were you having fun experimenting again? Or
am I just imagining things?

Thanks again for another great two page spread fight scene. They are always
amazing.

Thanks again for the one page splash of The Six.

Thanks again for some cute nicknames. Only three this time. Axel Grease,
Pump Handle, and Gravel Pit. They are getting more weird and more funny as time
goes on. I had to read to the last page to find them, but it was worth it! I think you
said it’s been getting harder and harder to come up with them, but just swing for the
fences and put down whatever weird word combinations pop into your head. They
don’t have to be realistic, or romantic, or make any sense. Gravel Pit is going to be
hard to beat because it’s just so..... ridiculously funny. Who would call their honey

And a really big, BIG Thank You for ending with a meta joke about Savage
Dragon #228, which was also a sex joke. I enjoy the way you’ve been ending
each issue with a sex joke recently. It’s a fun way to bow out instead of the more
predictable cliffhanger.

I’'m going to put in my usual request for a SD Kids mini series. I’'m hoping next
month, within those 100 pages, the kids get some time to shine with an adventure of
their own (out of sight of the parents). We’ll see.

Love the book. You and it are one of a kind. A real treasure.

Take care. I’'m counting the days to #250, and I’'m going to take the day off from
work when it arrives.

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento, CA

Actually--I was doing a bunch or Erik Larsen homages. I took a bit of a tour
down memory lane with the layouts in #249, sharp-eyed readers familiar with
SAVAGE DRAGON and the books just prior. As far as the kids go--1d rather
shine the spotlight on them in this book a bit than spin them off into a separate
title. They’ll eventually be the stars, after all, and it’d be nice to keep it all here
under one big umbrella.

Erik and the Savage Dragon Team,

‘What a wild ride 2020 has been huh? We’re halfway through and still riding with
no brakes metaphorically speaking!!! This year to me is a celebration since I was
forced to get my health in order after nearly dying in February, discovering I now
have Type 2 Diabetes. After being released from the hospital my priority was to get
my health right, in the midst of what became a worldwide pandemic.

Erik, you are literally one of the most driven and greatest comic book creators
EVER!!! I thank you so much for all of us fans for gifting us with so much talent
and longevity. Even though you saw yourself doing this if you could, did you believe
that nearly 50 years after that little kid made The Dragon he would be making a
generational saga for the world for nearly 30 years? (40, including Graphic Fantasy
since the merging of realities practically made those books canon as well...actually
the whole 48 now lol)

Onto SD 249...eventually the idiocy of where our country now has reached the
Great North, driving the most vicious in a showdown with Malcolm and his new
team. And it’s so cool the Jonson Twins have finally developed powers thanks to
that whole thing many moons ago. Alex (in 248) she’s seen better days, but she’s
still a looker. I know some beautiful women going on 50 and over 50, and I’m sure
she’s been down in dumps since Dragon’s death...

I am so looking forward to 250 just off of the classic homage cover alone...52
issues to eclipse Sim...congrats legend!
If anyone would like to subscribe to my channel on YouTube, check me out!
YouTube.com/SlimJimLongfoot
Many blessings
NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA

The thing is...you never know. I had promised myself that once I started
doing Savage Dragon comics--Id do that for the rest of my career and for a
stretch there, I put off pursuing that dream so I could play the field and do
some other things--I wasn’t ready to start the rest of my career just yet, but I
did know that this was a book and characters that I was committed to doing.
But you never know. If sales go into the toilet and it becomes impossible for
me to carry on--it’ll end there. I can only control so much. But I am extremely
grateful to have been able to go as far as I have and I hope to keep going for as
long as I am able.

Mr. Larsen,

I’ve been reading comics since I was a young kid in the late 80s. I've always
read (and still do) a wide variety of comic genres from various publishers, but
since Image launched it has always been my center. Until a few years ago, there
wasn’t a single Savage Dragon issue among my 150 long boxes. I can’t explain
why, especially since I’ve enjoyed your other work. I guess my twelve-year-old self
wasn’t interested in a green, muscle-bound police officer. As I got older, I continued
to see the book in shops, month after month. Savage Dragon started to feel like a gap
in my reading résumé.

As Dragon approached issue 200, I approached my 40s. And aside from feeling
like this was a book I missed out on in my youth, your longevity made me feel like
this book might be important. I decided it was time and I added Dragon to my pull
list around issue 197. I wasn’t sure when I’d read the title, but I figured I should start
pulling it for that eventuality. If I start now, it’s fewer issues I need to find later.

A quirk in my personality is that I like reading comics—not trade paperbacks, not
compendiums. I want issues. And I want all the issues. I want the main series. I want
the side series. I want the one-shots. I want to immerse myself in the time period in
which the book was made to the best of my ability. And so began the hunt for Savage
Dragon issues. And two of my friends joined me in this endeavor. It took the three of
us about a year of scouring boxes at comic shops, cons, and garage sales across the
Twin Cities to compile three complete runs of Savage Dragon along with all the side
series we needed—Vanguard, Freak Force, Mars Attacks! Deadly Duo, WildStar,
Ant, She-Dragon, you name it. I even picked up some Silver Streak hardcover
collections (those issues are out of my price range). Then, we were off to the races.
‘We formed a little book club in which we read one issue every weekday. Fast forward
ayear and change, and we are all up to speed and awaiting the next issue.

Now comes the praise. I want to thank you for making one of the finest damn
comics I have ever read. I think I found this book at the right time. I may not have
had the reading history to appreciate all the things I like about this book had I
started in on it as a teenager or a twenty-something. The evolution of your book is
incredible. I can’t possibly comment on all of the things I love about it—the self-
imposed layout challenges, the swipes, the real-time character development. etc.
And the scope of your back matter should not be shortchanged. But I think the most
impressive aspect of this book is that whether it is reading like a ‘90s action movie,
a cartoon strip, a Jack Kirby pastiche, a sex comedy, a political satire, a space
opera, or a fusion of countless other genres and eras, it always reads like Savage
Dragon. I don’t know how you do that. It’s a special stamp given to the greats of
every medium. That ability for an artist to soak in the work of the forebears and
contemporaries of their craft and combine it with their own vision and voice. Your
reverence for comics is always on display, and I cannot wait to see what happens
next. Congrats on issue 250; I’11 be here at 500. You’ve got a Fin-head for life.

Cheers,

Adam Baker
Saint Paul, MN

P.S. I'have a few non-sequiturs:

1. There is no way Malcom’s ability to heal allows him to have a successful
vasectomy, right? You know this.

2. Any idea how many copies of the Trimpe variant for 156 are in existence? I
cannot find that book anywhere!

3. Introducing the Jonson brothers in 1999 and waiting for them to age in real
time to become heroes in 2020 is the most insane, baller move in all of comics.
Period. Unreal. Doubly epic given that you planned it. With the lifespan of most
books, no creator could even humor the notion of pulling that off. That’s your mic-
drop moment, but we need more so don’t step off the stage.

1: I don’t see why it wouldn’t work, since a vasectomy involves cutting and
tying tubes. While wounds can heal, it’s not as though an internal knot would
simply vanish. Remember, when Dragon was broken and left in a chimney to
heal wrong--he did heal wrong. His vasectomy was undone only when he was
torn apart and his lower region had to regenerate.

2: I honestly don’t recall.

3: Thanks. When I was a kid drawing comics in my room I introduced those
kids and I aged them artificially to become heroes (not that they both appeared
in the GRAPHIC FANTASY #2 story which was reprinted in SAVAGE
DRAGON #250) but I wanted them to age in real time in this book. It took a
while--but I got there.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Vicious Circle Triumphant.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Welcome to Savage Dragon #253.

I told you last time out that I’d clue you in on the various
Sunday Funnies I paid homage to in Savage Dragon #252, so here
you go: the cover was Blondie, then Family Circus, Peanuts, Rex
Morgan MD, Cathy, Thimble Theater (Popeye), Doonesbury,

FoxTrot, Tumbleweeds, Calvin and Hobbes, Dick Tracy and
Blondie. So, there you have it. I’m still recovering from that one.

Also, the issue in your hands has an available alternate cover
for those of you who enjoy available alternate covers. Another
dip into partisan politics from yours truly. Feel free to avoid it if
it’s not for you.

Welcome back, Erik!

I imagine in your own life you haven’t gone anywhere. Most people haven’t
lately. But I like that SD 248 was on the list of books shipping after The Big Pause.
Since SD ships a little erratically it really wasn’t so bad. Kind of normal, actually. I
wonder though, when stuff like this happens, do the characters NOT age in real time?

Next question. Did you spend extra time on page one? Because it looked really
nice, and I'm not just talking about Dart’s silver coated breasts. A lot of your first pages
are fairly simple, so it was a fun surprise to see one with lots of detail all over the page.

Next three questions. About the two page spread: I have read every issue of SD,
and soooo many villains have come and gone. Are all those characters from past
issues? In the past you have given names to every character you draw, even the
ones in the backgrounds who don’t contribute anything to the story. It would be
easy for you to name everyone in the spread if none of them are new. But my most
compelling questions are these: whose butt is that at the right hand bottom of page
3? Is it a previously drawn and named butt, or a brand new butt?

Moving right along, I thought Angel’s health dilemma was going to stick around
for a few more issues. Maybe, I thought, this was the beginning of the end for Angel.
I wouldn’t put it past you. But then, damn, another surprise! Boom, Boom, Boom.
She’s healed. It’s over. Nice. And seeing Angel transformed by Malcolm’s blood
brings back fond memories of Savage She Dragon. Ah, the good old days....

More cute nicknames. You said in the past it’s hard for you to keep coming up
with new ones, but Ankle Bracelet and Potato Sack, Pepperpot and Crab Meat, still
make me laugh. Keep them coming. They could call each other Thing One and
Thing Two and I would love it.

Maxine having the hiccups. Please tell us, how did that come about? Did you
have the hiccups when you were writing that scene? Did someone you know have
the hiccups? Or have you been waiting patiently for the day when you could put
hiccups into a scene? They never come at a good time in real life, so why wouldn’t
they just show up in SD....whenever.....

Web-slinger and Wall-crawler. ‘Nuff said. (lol) Although, when Malcolm got hit
in the face with some (yuck) web, it would have been funny (in a gross sort of way)
to see it coming out of...wherever....which I believe you already did once, way back
when. Wouldn’t hurt to see it again. Some schticks never get old.

Maxine’s suggestion they all get naked, and everyone discussing it afterwards in
the heat of battle, makes me want to climb on the roof of my house and yell, “Why
isn’t everyone who is sheltering at home reading this book!? Do you really have
anything better to do???”

Frank and Angel getting married? Ha! In this book, who knows when or if that
will happen! What the hell, indeed. Angel might as well say yes, because you never
know who in SD is going to survive long enough to live happily ever after.

Maxine’s one page scene with Maddy was adorable for two reasons. 1) It was
both sad and funny to see Maxine crying and hoping she wasn’t going to die. What
if Maddy didn’t like the way Green Eggs and Ham ended? Yikes! It’s the end of
Mommy! And 2) I love the kids. Like everyone else I can’t wait to see what happens
to them as they grow up. I know you don’t have the time for a second book, but I
will always wish for a Little Dragons monthly. Knowing I will never get it, I enjoy
immensely every page they appear on.

Last Page. As Malcolm prepares to leave for what may be his final battle, there’s
never a better time like the present for a quickie. Every time you end the last page
with a sex joke it reminds me why I always read your book first when it shows up.
Never a dull moment on any page. The G-Man Webcomics are hilarious. I don’t
read them online so I like the multiple pages you print.

I could read Andrew Clark’s name clearly enough on his inside pin-up, but who
drew the back page of Canadian Angel With Maple Leaves? I couldn’t make out the
artist’s name. It was a great Canadian variation on her American suit. Was the artist
Canadian?

Thank you, thank you, for printing two of my letters. This will be the second
time you have done that. And one of the letters you already printed before. (Mistake
or intentional?) So now I can brag that I have had one of my letters printed twice!
How many people can say that? Actually, to answer my own question, I did see this
happen once before in another comic, so it’s only me and one other guy.

Finally, I'm going to predict that Donald Trump will no longer be the Dictator
of the United States after the November election. Are you planning and plotting for
that as well? Will we see Malcolm, Maxine, and the kids back in this country for
a Christmas Special? (Wouldn’t it be fun if the SD Christmas Special included a
character that might, or might not be, Doctor Who?) In your darkest, most cynical
moments, are you also planning an alternate SD universe just in case our Dictator
in Chief subverts, corrupts, and/or suspends our election process?

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento, CA

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

Characters age in real time regardless of the book’s publishing schedule.
If seven issues came out in a year--it’s still a year. If I tried to keep track
otherwise I’d go out of my mind.

When it comes to drawing pages--they take however long it takes for me to
be happy with them and that can vary wildly. All of the villains from the spread
have appeared in previous issues. That’s Samurai’s butt.

No hiccuping occurred to inspire Maxine’s hiccuping. In almost ever case--
I just make this shit up. It is very uncommon for me to use something from my
actual life in these pages.

Canadian writer/artist Gisele Lagace illustrated the back cover.

We’ll have to wait and see in regard to the next presidential election. I’m not
really making any plans one way or the other. Certainly there’s no urgency to
return to Chicago. Malcolm’s not as needed there as he used to be and all the
major characters have made the move to Canada, plus, America is doing the
absolute worst job of anybody dealing with COVID-19, so it’s not as attractive
as it had been.

Erik,

It feels really good to get a new issues of Savage Dragon, it’s been too long! It
was pretty tough sitting though all those months not knowing what Angel’s fate
would be; or, as equally important, what Malcolm would look like with a mini-fin.

Issue 248 was a blast! I always welcome an appearance of the true savage in this
book--Dart! At this point, I think she may be the longest lasting major villain in the
series. Has there ever been another comic where a villain stole the name and look of
a long established hero and went on to become the main antagonist? That would be
reason #32,458 as to why Savage Dragon is my favorite funny book.

It’s always a treat to see the Vicious Circle, both the old favorites that have
been around for 20 plus years, and some of the newer guys from the past 10 years
who haven’t seen as much “screen” time. I really dig Samurai and Bug and enjoy
seeming them play supporting roles. I hope they get developed even more in future
issues as Dart’s right hand women, much in the same way that SkullFace and
Cutthroat were developed under Overlord. It would be cool to learn about their
powers and maybe get a glimpse under the masks.

I’'m glad that it seems as if we’ve seen the last of “Freak Out” for a while. It feels
like too easy a fix for any of the cast that that are critically injured. I'm wondering
how much of the Freak Out crop dusting effected the freaks that stayed in Chicago.
I'm hoping that some of the characters, such as members of the Rock House Diner
crew, where able to barricade themselves in until the dust settled. It sure looks like
the Worm Ring won’t be causing much of a problem anymore!

This issue really has it all-- on top of seeing a character cured of a critical injury
and characters losing their powers; we get the death of a long-standing cult favorite
character (RIP Dung , You EYE!); and the introduction of Mark Jonson, Peter
Jonson, and the Janey twins as the newest heroes of the Savage Dragon Universe;
Frank Jr. proposing to Angel (and she says yes!); and the Viscous Circle leaving
a path of destruction as they make their way up to Toronto. This all seems like
Malcolm is about to get his world turned upside down as we head into the issue
#250 milestone. I can’t wait! I’ve said it before and I'’ll say it again-- I feel like more
happens in a single issue of Savage Dragon then does over years in most major
superhero titles.

A few questions before I go:

1. Doesn’t the general population get confused with two Darts running around?
Allison summers is such a psycho, why would anyone want to be mistaken for her?

2. Ithought Lightning Bug was turning over a new leaf. The last time we saw her
(issue 200) she was considering joining the SOS. Based on the company that she is
keeping this issue, it looks like she’s back to her villainous ways. What happened?

3. How can the Vicious Circle kids bear sitting in a car with two human-sized
piles steaming excrement? Can’t Blossom and Dumpling put on suits to encapsulate
themselves? They’re getting crap on everything!

Lastly, I want to throw out a few words of praise for your team. The art looks
spectacular and the colors provided by Nikos and Mike really polish it all up
quite nicely. I'm really enjoying the direction you guys are taking with the colors.
I also have to praise Ferran Delgado. His lettering is a joy to look at and read.
Chris Eliopoulos is a hard act to follow, but Ferran has really impressed me. I
don’t know how he does it, but his stuff looks to be as close to hand lettering as
you can get.

Anyway, that’s enough from me. I’m anxiously waiting to see how things unfold
as we reach issue 250. If there are any other major delays until then, I might just
explode!

Sincerely,

Craig Olsen
Philadelphia, PA

The Rock House Diner was destroyed in SAVAGE DRAGON #188. Those
who worked there have relocated to the Washington DC area and when he last
saw Rock and Widow they were working for the government as members of
Special Operations Strikefore. So, presumably, they’re all fine.

1: Not really, no, because in a real world it’s as easy to differentiate one
Dart from another as it is to tell Gal Gadot from Lynda Carter. It’s less obvious
in drawing form, perhaps, but as flesh and blood people in a real world there
would be no confusion.

2: All we know, for sure, is that she took the opportunity to escape from jail
with the others. We don’t know what her allegiances are at this time.

3: I’m thinking they don’t smell quite as much like fresh human excrement
as they do less fresh cow manure or something. They’re not odor-free but it’s
not overwhelming either.
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