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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Welcome to Savage Dragon #252.

To say this one was challenging is to put it mildly. It took me nearly
twice as long to do as a normal issue. It’s no easy task to try and draw
like another artist and this one was a bear. I don’t naturally draw like
any of these artists and their approaches are all foreign to me. It was
like starting over on every page and unlearning everything I know.

The challenge was to try and emulate a different comic strip with

every spread. But I wanted to tell my stories in their styles, which
ended up being a far greater challenge than I ever thought possible.

So...there you go.

It’s likely a few of the original strips are unfamiliar to you.
Hopefully I left enough hints so that you can figure it out. If you’re still
baffled...I’ll clue you in next month.

I hope you like the results!

Dear Erik,

Savage Dragon 248 is the first comic I've bought since the world went on
pause. It felt good to do something that felt normal, such as buying and reading an
old favourite. At times, though, it served as a reminder of how much has changed
in such a short time. For a moment, before Dart revealed Chicago’s Freak Out plan,
1 thought that Samurai and Insect might have been fighting over social distancing.

I liked the stories for Maxine and Angel in this issue. The two ladies in
Malcolm’s life are two of my favourite characters. Seeing Maxine crying
while holding her baby was heartbreaking. And I don’t think Angel is 100% on
marrying Frank, but that should make for an interesting storyline.

Sometimes Angel’s story seems a little directionless, so I hope this works
out, one way or another.

This issue, like many in the Malcolm era, seems to be part of a transition
from the book’s rich past to the future. Rita and William’s kids are basically new
characters, but they pay off a 25 year-old plot point. Frank Junior being back in
the picture is another old-school connection. And I imagine that while a lot of
classic Chicago villains are now de-powered, many will have fresh starts north
of the border. This set-up serves as a good bridge between Dragon’s book and
Malcolm’s as we approach the big issue 250.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

SAVAGE DRAGON #248 was written, drawn and even printed before
the lockdown and recommended social distancing. I was able to work that
into subsequent issues but at the time--it wasn’t yet a thing.

Angel is...torn. After the Merging of Multiple Worlds storyline she was
suddenly aware of a life she shared with Malcolm in another reality and that
weighs heavily on her mind.

Hey Erik,

It’s finally here! I feel like it’s been a year since #247 hit the stands, but
thanks to COVID-19, issue #248 had a bit of a delay by an extra two months!
Knowing we missed it by literally a week before Diamond shut down was a bit
hard to handle, but now the big question, was it worth the wait?

To answer my own question, yes it was! This issue had everything a SD
comic should have, love, action, and a good old fashioned Savage Dragon death.
This month we lost a classic. Loved by many, hated by few, the one and only
Dung. Dung was been with us since issue #5 and while it was sad to see him go,
he was getting old, and now we have a little extra room for the new, including his
two daughters made up of dung. Only in Savage Dragon.

What really excited me this issue? The return of the Vicious Circle! Yes!
Some of my fondest memories of the book, are the issues with the VC, and this
one was packed with them. Updating the wiki was a pain in the butt because so
many of these cause showed up, but it was worth it! Also, great idea moving them
to Canada. With an unknown political future here, there is always the chance
that Malcolm might not be coming to the US for another four years, so it really
is great that the VC moved up North. Really missed these guys especially Rogue
Warrior, and Chaos and Control. I really hope there is an epic battle coming soon
with these guys and Malcolm. Would love to see Malcolm tackle Rogue Warrior
and Chaos and Control in a brutal fight.

Questions!

1. I'm not going to lie, was a little sad to see Lightening Bug on the side of the
VC once again, especially after issue 200. Any reason you decided to have her
join the VC again?

2. Will the VC be more of a regular occurrence in the book now, or do you
think they will show for smaller arcs here and there?

3. How has the shelter in place life been treating you?

4. Glum. Haven’t seen the little trooper in awhile. Any chance he might show
up soon?

Overall, it’s a great feeling having the latest issue of SD in my hands. Can’t
wait for #249 and hopefully the wait isn’t as long. We are so close to #250, and
then the real countdown to #300 begins!

Sincerely,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

1: Lightning Bug is not necessarily with the others beyond having been
incarcerated and using the opportunity to escape. Compositionally, I
needed a flying person.

2: They’ll be a more constant presence in the book from this point on.
The other threats haven’t vanished, mind you, but the Vicious Circle has
been added to whatever was present before.

3: It’s been great for me. I haven’t had to give any excuses for why
I’m working all the time. My youngest son, Joe, is home from college
and schooling online, so it’s nice to be able to spend more time with me
and my wife continues to be an absolute joy, so I really have nothing to
complain about.

4: I expect that we’ll see him in the next year or so. But keep in mind,
plans are always subject to change. It really depends on how stories unfold.

Dear Erik,
t’s great to finally see issue 248 hit the shops. I'm a longtime reader, since the
very beginning of the first mini-series. I'm constantly entertained by the various
twists and turns that your plots take. Just when you think you know where things
are going, you are blindsided by something that you would never have seen
coming. After all these years, I am still amazed by how creative you are.
t was nice to see Alex again. Hopefully she’s starting to come to terms with
Dragon’s death. And poor Maxine. She’s got a lot of issues right now, doesn’t
she? She’s absolutely petrified of Maddie. It looks like she is turning into quite a
lush as well. Interested to see where this all is headed.
’m not sure that I'm ready to see Angel and Frank tie the knot. Superhero
weddings don’t have the best track record, as we all know. And it seems like
Angel is jumping into things too quickly. She’s got a lot of baggage that is going
to make this a rough ride, I'm afraid. Hopefully, it all works out for them!
loved seeing Dart on the cover, and I am hoping that we will get to see
her for an extended stay this time around. I'd like some more insight into her
motivations. (Also, I've always loved that costume.) I am very excited for the
upcoming anniversary 250th issue! Keep up the great work, and I’ll make sure
to keep on reading!
RIP Dung, we hardly knew ye!
Jonathan Tidwell
Jackson TN

Deal!

Hi Erik,

I noticed an interesting change in the book while reading issue 248. It’s in
the word balloons. Specifically when characters have multiple balloons strung
together. It used to be that the curves of the multiple balloons were seamlessly
joined, and now they have like a little bridge drawn between them that connects
them and spills into each balloon. I don’t know why it stood out to me this time.
Perhaps because your book was literally the first new comic I've read in a couple
months since the COVID-19 pandemic began, so my comic-reading senses were
super-heightened or something. But once I saw the change, I couldn’t un-see it.
I like it! It’s fun. And then I looked at a few past issues and realized this change
has been in place since issue 231 when Ferran Delgado took over lettering the
book. When he took over, I noticed the overall change in the lettering, but this is
just one of those things that I never consciously took in. Thanks, pandemic!

Do you give Ferran feedback on that kind of thing? Or just let him do what he
does best? Also, who are some of your favorite comics letterers? Not necessarily
ones that you’ve worked with, but just people whose lettering you enjoy?

Aaron Eppy
Lancaster, MA

Ferran and I do talk about all of this stuff quite a bit. He’s worked for
years re-lettering American books in Spanish and he’s gotten quite good
at emulating whatever letterer he was filling in for. What sold me on his
work was his ability to imitate others and especially my favorite Silver
Age letterer, Artie Simek. Artie was, for me, the gold standard of comic
book lettering back in the ‘60s and ‘70s. It’s a look I’m especially fond of
and being able to have a letterer approximate his style makes me nothing
but happy.

Other favorites of old include Ben Oda, Artie Simek and Sam Rosen.
More recent favorites would include Gaspar Saladino, Todd Klein, Chris
Eliopoulos, John Workman and Tom Orzechowski, but a number of others
do great work as well.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Vicious circle rising.
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“*You don't need to blow THAT hard, Maddie!”





