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are there. A pity, because that was Chris’s breakout cartooning work and it
still holds up really well! Hope that gets fixed by updating the books with
the missing cartoons someday.

Thanks for writing in, Adriano. I don’t mind running a letter or
two in regard to old issues. New readers jump onboard and old readers
return to the fold all the time and they can’t all be on the same page as
the rest of us.

As far as digital goes--I can only plead ignorance. I never see the
digital versions because I’m not a consumer of them, so I really don’t
know what goes on there. Whenever somebody says this book or that
isn’t up there it’s always something of a surprise to me. I do know the
reasons for some of the hiccups but certainly not all of them.

In the case of misaligned or funky looking double-page spreads
from older issues, for example, I have an explanation--the reason
both sides don’t join seamlessly is because the two sides were colored
separately! The scanners of old and software being used didn’t allow
the two halves to be stitched together before being colored, so each
half was colored separately and while they tried to make the two sides
match--they couldn’t pull it off and they depended on the seam in the
printed books to hide their mistakes. Of course, the digital version
doesn’t have a seam and their efforts are on display for all the world
to see.

But in terms of why things were included or not included--I have no
real insight.

Ideally, everything would get all fixed and updated but that’s a lot
of work and there aren’t enough people on hand to facilitate all that.
Image continues to publish a huge number of books and it’s all they can
do to keep on top of all of that work! I’d love to see it happen myself
but I’m as busy as any of them myself! It’ll happen eventually, I’'m
confident--but probably not too soon.

Erik,

Last year, after a particularly gruesome surgery, [ was under doctor’s
orders to convalesce.

For several days, I was laid up in bed. I spent the majority of that
time in a medicated blur and haze of grogginess. Towards the end of my
recuperative period, I rediscovered my love for Savage Dragon.

Thanks to Hoopla, I was able to read multiple volumes of Savage
Dragon Archives. In doing so, I was treated to some of the finest satirical
sequential storytelling in superhero comics.

Oftentimes, in revisiting old loves, we are confronted with our own
false remembrances. Things don’t always hold up like our memory has
preserved them. To my delight, there were no dips in quality in Savage
Dragon; throughout all of the arcs and plots I read, the work’s consistency
was remarkable, especially in light of Savage Dragon’s longevity.

Recently, I decided to embark upon a quest to collect the title in its
entirety. Having looked into the options available to me, it looks to me that,
if I wanted to collect Savage Dragon in color, I would have to pick up trades
and supplement the same with floppies. The latter would prove to be quite
expensive and painstaking. If, however, I was comfortable with black and
white, the archives are an amazing and very affordable option.

A friend of mine shares my adoration and appreciation for your creator
owned work. In visiting with him about my effort to gather up Savage
Dragon, he reminded me of a solicit, dating back a few years, for a Savage
Dragon Ultimate Collection, Volume 1.

I scoured the web to find out more. Despite my searching, I didn’t find
out much. Has a plan to release a comprehensive run on the title in color
been abandoned? Regardless of your response or in the absence thereof,
your work continues to be as exciting today as it was to me as a preteen in
the 1990s.

Thank you for the stories.

John McIntosh

While I’d love to have it all in print in full color I keep running into
various brick walls trying to assemble it all. Digital files are missing
for numerous issues and scanning comics is an ugly, ungraceful
solution, while recoloring and trying to match the original colors is
nearly impossible. It’s not like recreating color from Silver Age comics
where you can just use the same basic flat colors--the colors in these
books are complex and if they’re off even a bit--they can look wildly
different. Added to that, there are various effects created because of
the limitations of the software used at the time, which are difficult, if
not impossible, to recreate.

There’s also the very real problem of reader drop off. Early volumes
sell well enough but later volumes don’t fare as well, which leads to
orders which aren’t strong enough to justify going to press for later
volumes, which results in yet another incomplete collection. I do want
to resolve all of this stuff, honestly I do, but it’s no easy task. There’s no
guarantee of success.

The plan, always, is to make this happen but like everything else--
it takes a backseat to producing the next issue of the series and the one
after that. I need to find more hours in the day.

Dear Erik,

Much like the hero in Nick Hornby’s novel High Fidelity, I'm all about
top 5 lists. I have yet to really sit down and think about my top 5 SD issues,
but I do know beyond the shadow of a doubt this issue will make the list.

That being said, I always fuckin’ hated the Demonoids. Not that they
were bad characters, and I found them interesting when they first came

onto the scene, I just really got sick of seeing them after a while. I longed
for the more traditional comic book baddies for Malcolm to face.

After reading this issue, I really feel for the Demonoids, their struggles,
them as a people, and I have taken a complete 180 and really hope to see
more of them.

The reoccurring theme of distracted people on their devices, the
political standpoints of oppressed people, and the beautiful artwork also
really helped lead me to my decision. Issues like this are why I’'m a huge
fan, the whole thing was incredible. Though every issue is good in it’s own
right, I salute you’re bad assity in the execution of this particularly epic of
this issue.

Also, seeing Olav’s name in the letters had me grinning from ear to ear.
Keep up the dopeness,

MC Timmy

I’m glad that worked for you. It’s always fascinating to read through
the letters and see how people reacted to the latest issue.

Dear Erik,

This is my first time writing into Savage Dragon, hell, it’s my first time
writing in to any comic book letter column. Why am I doing this? Well that
answer needs some backstory. You see, me and a few friends had never
read a Savage Dragon comic before, we were aware of Savage Dragon, and
that it was one of the founding Image comics, but we never read it. Even
when the book crossed over with Spawn, none of us were inclined to read
it. But then Robert Kirkman announced Invincible would end its run with
issue #144, and me and these friends decided to reread the entire series
once the final compendium came out. So Monday through Friday we would
read one issue a day and discuss the issue in this text based book club. In
this reread of Invincible, we kept talking about what we would do next
for the book club, and the character that caught our eyes from Invincible
was Savage Dragon, due to his numerous appearances in Invincible. So
we began to collect issues of Savage Dragon. I personally only owned the
very first issue of the mini series (a fantastic debut issue by the way). We
raided every back issue bin in the greater Twin Cities Metro area for back
issues of Savage Dragon and side series like Freak Force, Deadly Duo,
Vanguard, Star, Superpatriot, and even Dart. We drained the marketplace
of back issues, and then set our sights onto eBay lots, trying to complete
our collection of a book that at this point none of us have read. We also
started to set up a pullbox so our local comic shop would make sure we get
the new issues too!

At the moment of writing this email to you, I have just read Savage
Dragon #247, the most recent issue to be released. It is a Sunday, we broke
our Monday through Friday schedule so we could finally be caught up with
Savage Dragon. One issue a day, Monday through Friday. Day after day,
week after week, month after month, we read an issue of Savage Dragon.
I speak for myself but I know the others will agree, that this comic book,
has become one of our favorite comic books we have ever read! We are
amazed the way you have aged the characters in real time, the way the
stories develop and the numerous experiments that you have done in the
pages of the book to keep us readers guessing and unable to predict what is
going to happen next. Our conversations about each issue are saved in our
message boards, and the conversation has been started about starting over
from the beginning and reading the entire series again!

As for me (and this rather long email) I want to say thank you! Thank you
for creating this amazing cast of characters, thank you for their exploits,
thank you for taking a risk and going off on your own to publish the comic
in the first place. Thanks to you I have a deplore and appreciation for the
early years of Image Comics! I followed your characters to Youngblood:
Strikeforce, which lead me to Youngblood, Bloodstrike, Supreme, Cyber
Force, WildCATS and many many others.

In me, you have a fan and a customer for as long as you continue to
create more issues of Savage Dragon. I cannot wait to see what you have in
store for us all, cause I know we are not ready for the next crazy turn!

Steven Sauro
St. Paul, Minnesota

It’s always a treat to hear stories about that.
-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Savage Dragon #250, our special super-sized 100-page

anniversary issue!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional

funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

So, things went a bit offtrack this time up to bat and the cover
doesn’t exactly represent what’s going on in the interiors.

This shit happens from time to time.

As I write this the world is in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic. The book, being what the book is, a title taking place
in real time in a fictionalized version of our real world, needed to
address this crisis and I thought it best to do that assoon as I could.
Again, as I write this, Savage Dragon #248 is sitting on a loading
dock and comic book stores across the country are closed. Our
printer isn’t printing. Our distributer isn’t distributing. We’re

all sheltered in our homes and things are very, very different than
they were just a few short months ago. There’s real concern that
there won’t be a comic book market when the dust settles and that
stores won’t be able to weather the storm.

But if you’re reading this, something’s happened, so maybe we
made it through the worst of it and life goes on for those of us who
managed to hang in there.

I can’t begin to imagine what the world looks like at the time
you are reading this but I certainly hope you’re doing well and
that I can continue to do what I have been doing for the better
part of my life.

Dear Erik,

As you may or may not remember from this longtime reader’s past letters,
I have always had an interest in the mechanics of real time in a super-hero
universe, which is certainly one of the elements that makes Savage Dragon
so unique, even in the Cinematic Tony Stark-mourning present we live in.
That’s why I wanted to address a couple of moments from SD #246 that gave
me food for thought regarding that particular subject.

One is of course Maxine’s decision of absorbing P.J.’s blood and thus
stopping her aging at 25. Beyond the strategic reasons on a biological
level, which her dialogue clearly underlines, it feels like a symbolical
number. Without remembering a specific quote, it seems to me that many
commentators or creators have stated that 25 should be Superman’s perfect
age, possibly Spider-Man’s as well if you’re not of the Ultimate/“Iron
Lad” persuasion. As your personal vehicle to explore all the possibilities
of comics, Savage Dragon now has the tool to experiment the bliss of a
constantly young (visually speaking at least) supporting cast. Sure, the
blood from the Golden Age heroes has been there in the background for
quite a while, but now a major character is concerned (sorry, Golden Age
Daredevil, you’re just not as important as Maxine to me!). And really, isn’t
it the fact that super-heroes are surrounded by normal humans that makes
Comic Book Time a concept? If it was all wall-to-wall super-heroes, one
might just assume that something in their powers makes them never age.
But they must have loved ones to anchor them in reality, puny aging humans
who would necessarily make them look like Highlander types if the tides
of time splashed on Mary-Jane Watsons and Perry Whites the way it does
on Richard Nixons and David Bowies. Maxine’s decision seems to be part
of your overall thinking on how to maintain a solid, non-super supporting
cast in the long run, without having everyone developing powers or getting
killed. As always, I'm eager to see where all this leads us.

The other moment was Malcolm’s diatribe to the Scourge, which, for
a moment, had me thinking that Malcolm, in tone and demeanor, had
almost become his dad. You played that bit before on a more superficial
level when Malcolm joined the police force, but here we are touching on
something more fundamental. It’s not the first time Malcolm tries to talk
an enemy out of a fight, but something in his choice of words made him
really sound like his dad. Having a super-hero’s son (or ward) essentially
becoming his dad/father figure is another solution for those who want both
the passage of time and a certain degree of familiarity. It’s been hinted at
since the time of Imaginary Stories at DC and has become sort of an easy
rebuttal of the whole super-dynasty concept because of the cookie cutter
aspect of it all. And just when [ was thinking that Malcolm was going down
this road, bam, here comes that moment of panic that has him killing an
enemy without due provocation. Yes, Daddy Dragon (should we call him
“Paul” now?) had his fair share of goofs in his own time, but there you have
Malcolm panicking and spouting Star Wars references like the big kid he
still is. Another classic Larsen 180-degree-turn.

To end this letter in the same vein, I’ve noticed in your interactions with
fans on social media that when the subject of the real time at Marvel and
DC emerges, you are pretty adamant that this recipe could not work on a
company-scale basis with these corporate-owned imaginary universes. On
that I do agree, if only for the fact that I can’t figure out from which end
they should approach the problem. I don’t see any interest in having the
clock start ticking NOW, since that is essentially what the Marvel Movies
have been doing on their own in the last ten years or so, so what would

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

be the point? As for retroactively creating an alternative chronology in
a standalone project, the two most high profile experiments in that vein,
namely John Byrne’s Superman and Batman: Generations series for DC
and the more recent Spider-Man: Life Story by Chip Zdarsky and Mark
Bagley over at Marvel have mostly left me cold. But these are only two
examples in nearly a century of super-hero comics and I'm willing to
believe that somebody, some day, could at least get it right. What’s your
take on it, Erik? What would be the best format for an alternate history
of classic super-heroes with real-time aging? Mini-series? Graphic
Novel? Pseudo-historical exposé a la “Grand Design”? Maybe various
chronologies using different decades as a starting point? Or why not...
a prose book (the Wold Newton scholars have been keeping Tarzan and
Sherlock Holmes’ chronologies straight for a while now, after all) ?

Oh, one last thing. I was re-reading The Jack Kirby Collector #33
(November 2001), with an unused FF Kirby cover inked by you and three
(!) short interviews with you, including one regarding your leaving the
Defenders after your bout with pneumonia. In it, you mentioned in passing
that you were working on a Dragon team-up with one of Marvel’s characters.
Obviously it never came to be and I guess that the other character would
have been either Hulk or Spider-Man, but this reminded me of the recently
aborted DC/Image crossover you mentioned on Twitter, with try-out art of
Malcolm meeting C.C. Beck’s Captain Marvel. Has there been many other
projects like this that fell by the wayside since you started Savage Dragon
at Image? I'm thinking specifically of collaborations with Marvel and DC.

Looking forward to what you have cooking for us in #s 247-250,

Jérome WICKY

The problem with doing real time in a mini or maxi-series is that it’s
NOT actually “real time.” Doing a book in real time is playing the long
game. It means having the story unfold week by week, month by month,
year by year, and decade by decade. Jumping ahead to sweet spots where
things have changed dramatically misses the point of real time.

With real time, we are witnessing the changes firsthand. We’re
watching as characters age and events transpire. To try and truncate
that in any way diminishes the experience and it can’t help but lose its
emotional resonance.

Erik,

Halfway through #200! What a ride! So I've finally gotten to the
infamous and riotously funny young Dragon threesome. Ah ah ah! So good.
I like that Malcolm still has this naive streak and keeps blabbing to his dad
about everything, even though he’s clearly grown up to be more tongue in
cheek than before. You do not get enough credit for your character work,
I think. The accessibility of the book, with its now very much refined “old
school” exposition, hides it well, too well. But your characters are alive,
they’re varied and they grow, really grow, as it is to be expected in a real
time setting.

One more thing that is really underrated about your book too: It’s
hosted quite a lot of talent over the years! How many guys have you given
a break or provided a “gym” to exercise in, over time? When I saw Nick
Derington’s strips after reading his Doom Patrol, my jaw dropped a bit.
And those funnies were very funny! And in #200 you have the amazing
Joe Keatinge (again, if I'm not mistaken), Chris Burnham (as jaw-dropping
as ever), a “blast from the past” of sorts with your excellent team-up with
Herb Trimpe, Michel Fiffe again (and his own work, as well as the Twisted
Funnies book he edited, date top notch!)... Boy, what a doozy.

Granted, I'm only halfway through but I gotta run to work and couldn’t
help but write first. Also, a bit off topic, but I am also finally reading the
whole Walking Dead in single issues and what do you know: Kirkman was
writing his Dragon universe books at the same time as TWD early issues,
and from Invincible to TWD’s letter column it’s very clear how much he’s
been influenced by Dragon. I've got a hunch you guys are both insane
comics fans first and foremost, but you both have the gift to transcend that,
and give us regular fans truly new and original comics. Let’s see if I can
postpone the ride to work for a few more pages, now... Just a few more...

Adriano Antonini

P.S.: I doubt you print letters on old issues but this would be “okay to
print” all the same.

PPS: if you can ever get to it, or get somebody to do this, I'd gladly
scoop any digital edition of the old Highbrow Entertainment books
and just about any Dragon spin-off. There are not enough around on
Comixology! But it would be a boon for old and new readers alike for
the celebrations around #250 or #300. You’re sitting in some very rare,
very excellent early Dave Johnson interiors among others! An anniversary
digital bundle would be a blast!

PPPS: the Digital versions of early Dragon issues (say, until about
#100?) seem sometimes to have been roughly scanned from print books,
and they only sporadically reprint backups. There’s the occasional
Desperate Times, but no rhyme or reason to why only those few rare strips
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100N'T

Lo/I0N'T <

KNOw You 3 I REALLY
GUYS HAD | 7 DON'T WANT
IT /# YOu. f TO SEE IT.
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OF FREAKS
IN THE CHICAGO
METROPOLITAN
AREA, SEGHETT/
KNEW HIS DAYS
AS THE #EAD OF
THE MOB WERE
NUMBERED.

HE HAD AN
INVINCIBLE SUIT B
OF ARMOR AND FOR A

_ FASHIONED. r TIME..IT WAS

ENOUGH.

WAS ABLE TO
KEEP HIS GRIP
ON THE WINDY

CITY LESPITE
THE CHANGES.

HAT DO
I FIND

DO T FIND IN
TORONTOP

AN AGING
FAT MAN
WITH EQUALLY
OUT OF SHAPE

*MUSCLE.”
A

SO SEGHETTI TOOK
STEPS TO MAINTAIN
HIS POSITION OF POWER.
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BORDER AFTER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
AERIALLY DUSTED THE CITY OF CHICAGO WITH
THE MUTATE-CURING DRUG ‘FREAK OUT.”

” CHICAGO,
AN Y /LL/NO/IS, HAS BEEN

— | SOMETHING OF A =
MUTATE HUB SINCE
THE MID-'80S.

y BELINOA BELL, MY FATHER WAS
BELLCO SPOKESWOMAN A TRULY GREAT
AND HEIRESS TO THE MAN WHO DID |+
BELLCO FORTUNE, HAD [\ REMARKABLE ‘

TH/IS TO SAY ABOUT THINGS.
HER LATE FATHER. /

HE WOULD
NOT HAVE
APPROVED
OF FREAK
ouUT BEING
USED IN
THIS wAY.

I CANNOT, PRODUCT/ION OF
IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, THE DRUG HAS BEEN
CONTINUE TO MANUFACTURE L HALTED IMMEDIATELY
FREAK OUT FOLLOWING AND ALL STOCK HAS

THERE'S #OT
SUPPOSED TO D
BE ANYBODY () 50, WHY
IN THAT LAB. 7 ARE THE
LIGHTS

SOMETHING
FISHY IS
GOING ON
AROUND
HERE.

IN A RELATED STORY,
MELVIN BELLCO, OWNER
AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MELVIN BELLCO
1930-2020

/RONICALLY, THE RECLUSIVE BELLCO,
CREATOR OF THE DRUG FREAK OUT,
DIED FOLLOWING EXPOSURE
TO THE DRUG AFTER IT HAD BEEN
DROPPED ON THE CITY OF CHICAGO.

IN OTHER NEWS,
ONTARIO CONFIRMS %
700 NEW CORONAV/IRUS V7~
CASES AND FIVE MORE
DLEATHS, PUSHING
THE TOTAL TO 667
ACT/IVE CASES.

WHAT DO You
KIDS THINK
YOU'RE PO/NG
IN THERE?






OPS/images/0014.jpeg





OPS/images/0011.jpeg
—

A A 4
R\
ie
I\ A *se€ savace
Q DRAGON #146. (o

CAN'T TAKE
MUCH MORE
OF THIS--!

N MY OWN
AGAINST
YOUR OLL
MAN*-- R

AND I CAN
SURE AS HELL
HOLD MY
OWN AGAINST
you--/






OPS/images/0012.jpeg
MOM--Y CAN'T WE WATCH
1

| ™M . caeroows>

A TS P
N I CAN'T RAISE THESE
TN KIDS ON MY OWA.






OPS/images/0010.jpeg
WAY A BUNCH OF
PUNK KOS ARE

"AND THAT .
AIN'T 444,

| OVERPOWERED! }

WE'VE GOT A /

2 a5
OF © > \"J <
SITTING ON Y (£
THE SIDELINES %/”\/\‘ @

JUST /TCHIN' ="

TO GET INTO

{ You KIDS ARE
SCREWED!






OPS/images/0008.jpeg
IN DEEP
DENIAL

ABOUT
CovID-19?

1S 7THAT

WHERE P
you 6uvs f /
ARE AT?

JUST FYI-- \ v,,/- S i

WE'RE ALL TAKING IT \ 3 &

A\ K| PRETTY SER/OUSLY B \
G "o HeRe IN CANADA, A \

%rt} }' (

I WAS AFRA/0
THIS WOULD
HAPPEN WHEN
THEY CROP-DUSTED
CHICAGO WITH
FREAK OUT-- ks

LOOKS
LIKE THE
WHOLE
vic/ous
C/IRCLE
HEADED
NORTH!

BELONGS... |
vIcIouS

il

<
\\ vl






OPS/images/0009.jpeg
> \
B\ f .:
;x ) /n

4
X
0

0
\
\

2]

SN
\.

YOU GET TOO

Y| CLOSE TO S/CALY;

YOUR ENERGY
IS PEPLETED
WHILE Z BECOME

: | \
)

/ W DON'T
ALL NEED






OPS/images/0006.jpeg
&
2z L
ww
38
S
a9
P4
50
o
-
0%
i

WE WERE TRAPPED |
\ INOIMENS/ON-X. jund

RO/VTO, ONTARIO,
CANADA. MARCH
25th, 2020.

JUST LIKE }
0 7/MES, 1P
MmALcOLM? [§

.| oL
EH





OPS/images/0007.jpeg
SO I GUESS
WE'RE ALL
JUST GIVING UP

ON SOC/AL B
P\ DISTANCING?

I NOTICE THE Ymei
ONLY ONES OUT |

M ARE A BUNCH

OF OUME
AMER/CANS.
REALLY

PLAYING TO THE
STEREOTYPE
HERE...!






OPS/images/0004.jpeg
TO
=

2 7 wepioNTDO | | N
; ANYTHING B |
3 !
T3 you! \
\ %

MALCOLM,
HELP/
THEY'RE

W aF76R ME!
)






OPS/images/0005.jpeg
- *(

T

Q \\\
h/( LeAVE us N\\\ -
~YN\ ALONE? [P

( THEY MIGHT LET'S GET
STILL BE AL/WVE! OUT OF HERE,
I'M NOT SURE, / MALCOLM--

mne






OPS/images/0002.jpeg
2MVERGLC

JIARGY\

S
ERIN LARSEN

FERRAN DELORDAQ

letters

NINAQC NAUTCIC

colors

MIKRE TORIC

flats

OAUIN HICCINBOTHARM

editor

JOCH EICHHDRN

wants to take his pork chops to the next level.

IMAGE COMICS, INC. » Robert Kirkman: Chief Operating Officer e Erik Larsen: Chief Financial Officer » Todd McFarlane: President ® Marc Silvestri: Chief Executive Officer
 Jim Valentino: Vice President e Eric Stephenson: Publisher / Chief Creative Officer o Jeff Boison: Director of Publishing Planning & Book Trade Sales ® Chris Ross:
Director of Digital Services e Jeff Stang: Director of Direct Market Sales ¢ Kat Salazar: Director of PR & Marketing * Drew Gill: Cover Editor e Heather Doornink: Production
Director © Nicole Lapalme: Controller « IMAGECOMICS.COM

SAVAGE DRAGON #249. June 2020. Published by Image Comics, Inc. Office of publication: 2701 NW Vaughn St., Suite 780, Portland, OR 97210. Copyright © 2020 Erik Larsen. All
rights reserved. SAVAGE DRAGON® (including all prominent characters featured herein), its logo and all character likenesses are trademarks of Erik Larsen, unless otherwise
noted. Image Comics® and its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means
(except for short excerpts for review purposes) without the express written permission of Image Comics, Inc. All names, characters, events and locales in this publication are
entirely fictional. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events or places, without satiric intent, is coincidental. Digital edition. For international rights, contact:
foreignlicensing@imagecomics.com.






OPS/images/0003.jpeg
N
A" mer )

. | KoUTSIS
A MIKETORIS

S g COLORS
| FERRAN |
| DELGADO |

LETTERS






