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specializes in genetics not have genetically modified himself to be more
powerful and durable? Could it be that the suit is actually just a decoy and
that the real power lies within Scourge himself? Have we really seen the
last of Scourge? I can’t wait to find out!

A few random observations. I believe you said that this issue wasn’t
drawn twice up, but I other than a few un-detailed characters seen at a
distance, I thought the art was pretty tight. The opening splash page and
following double page spread were both fantastic, and I really loved the
moodiness of the splash page of Malcolm and Captain Tootsie first entering
the caves. Another less flashy but equally enjoyable page was the one of
the two of them falling to the bottom of the cave. You did a great job of
conveying the sense of falling. The tight shots of hands and feet really
worked for me. And of course that last page of pregnant Demonoids was a
great shocker to end the issue on, but if [ could have made just one tweak
to that page, I would have reversed the dialogue between Malcolm and
Captain Tootsie. I know “Hootin’ Zoots” is the Captain’s trademark, but for
some reason it just would have felt right to me in that situation. Of course,
your mileage may vary.

And finally, I must say that I was super jazzed to see that you used my
suggestion for a pet name. I read this issue early in the morning so it was a
great way to start my day!

See you next month, Fart Blossom!

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

I’m certainly not going to tip my hand in the letters page about any
of the upcoming events. Suffice to say, it’s not over until it’s over.

Hi Erik.

Another month, another letter to Savage Dragon. I sometimes like to point
out that when SD arrives, it’s always the first book I read when I get home.

SD #246 was another great issue, of course. And Maxine almost stole
the show again. I’'m beginning to think the book should be called Savage
Dragon And Maxine. Not only was she hilarious getting drunk at her own
birthday party, (and letting her hormones fly—-poor PJ), but the disclosure
that she injected herself with the age inhibiting blood almost made me fall
out of my chair. Another great development with my second (but closing
in on first) favorite character. I'm a little fuzzy on the details, so can you
clarify one point?

PJ says she can “stay young forever.” In the most simplistic sense, she
is immortal. Provided she doesn’t die, right? The blood didn’t give her
regeneration powers, did it? Staying 25 forever is great if you don’t get your
head chopped off. Maybe Malcolm could grow back an entire body, (or
would his body grow back a new head?) Whichever way the story unfolds,
it’s going to bring a lot of (fun) repercussions. Can’t wait.

On the Malcolm side of things, he stole the show back when he killed
Scourge. Wow. Again, a shocking moment I didn’t see coming. [ was so
caught up in the three pages of argument between Malcolm and Scourge,
I was expecting to see a fist thrown when I turned the page. You planned
that out, oh so well. And then there was only one page of Malcolm and the
Captain trying to decide what the hell to do next when, after another page
turn, we get a nice cliffhanger.

I hope you’re back on schedule with the book because I don’t want to
wait more than a month to see what happens next. I love this book.

One quick note: I liked the black borders that you used during the
underground scenes. Nice touch. It helped to enhance the setting below
ground where the sun don’t shine...

One last thing before I go. SD #250. We’re almost there! I hope it’s
another 100 page super spectacular the way #200 and #150 were. But if
your schedule doesn’t allow for that, I won’t pull my hair out in frustration.
(Needless to say, years down the road #300 really has to be a major blow
out. Maybe even more than 100 pages!) I also want to vent a little here
about all the B.S. I keep hearing about Spawn #301. Let’s set the record
straight, shall we? Dave Sim wrote AND drew 300 issues of Cerebus.
While Todd may have written 301 issues of Spawn, he didn’t draw all of
them. When Savage Dragon hits #301, YOU can brag that you have written
AND drawn all 301 issues. And THAT will be more significant than all the
hype and nonsense [’ve been hearing (and ignoring) lately. And Spawn will
be appropriately relegated to 3rd place behind Cerebus.

So bring on #250. And I will be here to cheer you on all the way to a
truly historic #301. . . !!!

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento, CA

Whether or not PJ’s injection actually works is another thing but
for PJ—it meant he never aged. Same thing happened with the Little
Wise Guys but, as we saw earlier, it didn’t exactly keep them alive and
well. But there are a lot of questions left unanswered, to be sure.

In regard to Spawn #300, the only constant throughout was letterer
Tom Orzechowski. Todd didn’t draw every issue or ink every issue or
even write every issue. Hell, I wrote and drew more consecutive issues
of Spawn than Todd did. But regardless, Todd did set a record for
having produced more than 300 consecutive issues of Spawn.

Oh, also—while Dave Sim did indeed write and draw 300 issues of
Cerebus—he had Gerhard drawing backgrounds for most of its run,
so it was hardly the one man effort it’s touted as being.

That having been said, Fred Perry’s Gold Digger is well ahead
of Savage Dragon when it comes to racking up those numbers and
he’s been writing, pencilling and inking it from the start. Barring a
miracle, he’ll cross the #301 barrier before I will.

Erik,

Your book has been firing on all cylinders. Every month I can’t wait
for the next issue, as usual. There are a lot of unique aspects of your
book compared to all other comics, the most important (to me) being
the originality, since you write and draw every one — yet when I think
about the grand scheme of things what really gets me so excited is the
CHANGE. When Image started I was reading about Dragon and all your
crazy characters and it never crossed my mind that hundreds of issues later
I’d be following his son. Now I realize that in just fifteen short years I could
be reading issues of Dragon where Malcom’s kids are the main characters!
I started picturing picking up your book in 2035... he has a few children
already so there might be multiple stars sharing the spotlight through the
story arcs! Maybe one will be a villain! Maybe one will be dead! Maybe
one will be gay! Who knows! It’s so unpredictable, like moving them to
Canada, and it works so well. Keep sticking with your gut. Thanks for all
the great comics.

Dan G.

PS: I saw on Facebook that you’ve been making more progress on Ant. [
am definitely looking forward to reading that cause I enjoyed the taste from
when you did Spawn. I’'m wondering if maybe you’ll hold off on releasing
it until you’ve got a little run completed, like five or six issues? That way
you can still get the enjoyment of doing multiple books but without the
added pressure of us fans demanding both of them constantly once one
issue drops. Anyway, next time you come to a DC\MD\VA con let us buy
you a beer and talk comics. Take care!

Progress on ANT has been much slower than I’d have liked. I do
have most of an issue sitting here all drawn but until I can catch a
breath, it’s going to sit here a while longer.

Keeping it simple Mr. Erik.

244, love Powerhouse. Will never tire of him. Thanks for this issue. The
extra funnies made me chuckle...

245, the Chained man. Great concept for recurring character with
different hosts. I would definitely be interested in further interactions. So
many ways this could be written of which I know you’re aware. Love the
Rice-A-Roni boxes and the Bay Guardian design. Some Angel thrown in
the mix as well. As we know, love me some Angel. I enjoyed the backup as
well.

246, wow... 2 issues in a row Malcolm has done what many would argue
against. But I don’t blame him. Knowing myself like I do I’d have done
the same thing with Scourge. They aren’t out of the fire though are they.
Speaking of, Captain Tootsie was sure trying to make it known he was
upset about his ship. Not sure how I feel about him. Loved the backup.
Comic fans would drive me nuts. You should do this you should do that...
Haha.

Anyway I meant to keep it short. I just want you to know I’'m still on
board for what it’s worth. Thank you for all you do good sir.

Fin fan and friend,

Randy Hogan

Thanks for that.

Hi Erik.

Congratulations again on getting to issue #250 next year. I have never
bought a blank sketch cover variant in my life, but I’'m going to do it now
because SD 250 really is a big deal. And maybe some day I will see you
again at the Rose City Comic Con and have you do a quick sketch. If I'm
going to have only one sketch cover in my entire collection, it’s going to be
yours.

But that’s not why I’'m writing today. Last night, as I was getting ready
for bed, it occurred to me that in the beginning, there was a 3 issue Savage
Dragon mini-series before the current run of 1 to 250. That means the
historic issue #250 is really 253 (if you want to do that Marvel “legacy
numbering” thing).

So my question is, when issue #300 starts to get close, are you going to
jump from issue #296 to 300? Maybe a time jump story where everybody
travels 3 months into the future? Now that I typed it out, it seems like a
dumb idea. On the other hand, it’s the sort of thing no one has ever done
before. So why not? You could get away with it. You can do whatever you
want. That’s what I love about SD.

You’ve been printing a lot of my letters this year, so I’'m hoping hard you
print this one. I would love to read your response.

Hope you had a nice Thanksgiving, and I hope you have a nice
Christmas and New Years. Looking forward to #250 in 2020!!!

Daniel McMasters
Sacramento, CA

No, I’m not going to jump ahead. If the goal is to write and draw the
most consecutive issues—reverting to legacy numbering is cheating.
-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Shit gets real.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

I find myself forever apologizing for delays. I hate being that guy
but things happen, it seems. Getting all my ducks in a row for
#250 has been a huge ordeal and I thought it’d be better to have

a big gap between #247 and 248 than a big gap between #249 and
250. 1 also took on a few side gigs last year and they seemed to kick
my ass. Thankfully, they’re all behind me now so I can get back to

business. So let’s go that...
Hi Erik,

I have been reading Savage Dragon for years now. I could not start
collecting the issues from the start since I was born in 1992, a few months
before Savage Dragon #1 was published I believe. I wanted to write you
this letter to tell you that when I think about comic books the first images
that come to my mind are Savage Dragon covers and your art. Obviously,
you developed your own style but it is nice to see some Jack Kirby vibes.
I love your experimental issues. It really shows your love for all sorts of
comics. I really enjoy seeing that. For example, Savage Dragon #236 was
amazing! And I think that it was #7 with the fight Dragon/Darklord all
in splash pages that hooked me for life. I could go on and on about many
great issues... Savage Dragon is really the most entertaining comic book
for me.

To be totally honest, Maxine’s story arc bothered me recently but it did
not make me stop buying the book. It is only a few pages among thousands...
What can I say? The characters are so well developed that we care about
them. Anyway, I can’t wait for the next issue, more Scourge and #250!

Sincerely,

Maél O.
France

Thanks for the kind words, Maél.

Dear Erik,

Issue 245 made a few things rather obvious.You seem to have turned
your back on the graphic nudity, sex and incest (yes, in many states, sex
between adoptive siblings is indeed incest). I throw my full support behind
this, and hope it is the future for this title, which I have followed since the
first Image issue, and didn’t want to drop, but the over the top sex is not for
me.I know, you are telling more mature stories, but I think there is a way to
do mature with degeneracy. Let’s see where you steer this ship.

Sincerely,

Scott Hudecki
Philadelphia, PA

Aw, see—now I just want to include more graphic nudity, sex
and incest!

The reality of the situation is that no one issue is any indication of
how things will be in any other issue of Savage Dragon. I’ll take it in any
direction I feel like. That can change at any moment and it likely will.

Hey Erik,

I guess every once in awhile you get mail that is a good kind of
frustration. On the one hand, frustrating that we have had an almost Savage
Dragon-less summer. On the other hand, you are getting some cool gigs
with Marvel. Congratulations, truly.

Always a fun ride on the flagship title of the Larsenverse empire. In
#243, I like the emphasis on Amy Dragon as she was heavily featured in
this issue. As much as a lot of us fans love Malcolm and have said goodbye
to the original Dragon, #243 felt like a foreshadowing of a distant future (or
maybe even sooner than we think) where the continuation of the real time
results in changes with the lead characters on the title. With multiple kids,
you could take this thing in so many different directions. Will all of the
Dragon kids turn out to be good guys or girls? Will some of them become
villains? Will they be more complicated? The possibilities are one of the
many reasons why this is such an enjoyable funny book.

Nice having Powerhouse come back around in #244. Such an odd villain
but something like this could only have come from your mind. In #245,
really enjoyed the Chained Man and look forward to seeing more of him.
You introduce so many cool villains but the cast of characters is so large |
completely understand there is only so much space.

I picked up Marvel #1000 and honestly, was pretty “meh” about a lot of
it. I enjoyed your page as it was great to see you bringing us The Thing and
Spider-Man once again. After that, I heard the big news about you doing
Amazing Spider-Man: Going Big. Yes! Finally, I understood why Dragon
was inconsistent over the summer (inconsistent in delivery, not quality).
Actually today, I just picked up your Spider-Man title so looking forward
to reading it. Honestly, I hope they put you on the flagship book for writing
or doing art or both.

Continued success to you. If you end up doing Spider-Man longer

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

term...maybe, just maybe we can settle for some delays with Dragon but
not too long, alright?
Dave Lester

Seattle, WA
I’ll do what I can. It’s not always so easy.

Dear Erik,

Savage Dragon 246 was an interesting issue, mostly because, even
after all these years, I have no idea where things are going. I forgot all
about Maxine having some of PJ’s blood, and this is either going to be an
important plot point, or just part of the new normal. With this book, it’s a
coin toss. And PJ brought some Freak Out with him, which means Malcolm
can probably resurrect someone by combining that with his blood, but I
also wonder how that would affect the youth-preserving blood. I would
guess that we would find out soon, but for all I know this will be forgotten
about for ages until it suddenly becomes important again. So many books
have cheap and easy cliffhangers, but you set up organic and intriguing
situations that I just need to see through.

The confrontation with Scourge was pretty different for you, too.
Everything seemed to be leading to a big splashy battle, but it was mostly
a conversation. It’s not the first time you’ve pulled this trick, but it’s
definitely rarer to see than a fist fight. It made Scourge’s death all the
more shocking.

Another trick you pull off well was very obvious in this issue. I love the
way you can draw different people, especially their faces, in such different
styles. Captain Tootsie has a simple and cartoony face, while Scourge’s
face is all scary and tiny details. And Maxine’s two close-ups on the page
where she talks to PJ are some of the most realistic pictures I’ve seen you
draw of her, probably ever. You are quite unique for your ability to change
your drawing style to fit the character and situation, but I think it works and
looks great.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Thanks. I’ll make more.

Erik!

1 just got done reading Issues 246, and Hootin’ Zoots! What a ride! I
know you said last minute panic was responsible for getting this book sent
to the printers on time (and printed in record time from the looks of it on
Twitter) but if blind panic produces issues like this, maybe you should wait
until the last minute all the time! I kid, [ kid! In all seriousness though, this
issue really clicked for me. There were a bunch a bombs dropped in this
one, as well as some great character moments, so let’s get to it.

Firstup, Maxine. She is obviously still dealing with PTSD and continues
to cope with alcohol. But the real bombshell was that she finally took PJ’s
blood! That’s huge! Will PJ’s blood only keep her at the same age, or will it
completely lock in her physical appearance as it is now? I ask because she
was still wearing her braces in this issue.

I really enjoyed Captain Tootsie in this issue, particularly his
interactions with Malcolm as they descended into the Demonoid’s lair.
I feel like you’ve done a great job of integrating him into the book. His
old-timey, optimistic worldview is a nice contrast to the rest of the cast’s
cynical outlook on life. I hope he sticks around a while.

Scourge. I’m not entirely sure how I was expecting things to go down
with him this issue, but I can say without a doubt that this scenario was not
it! For a while there, when Scourge didn’t immediately attack, I thought
Malcolm was going to be able to talk him down. He seemed to be almost
reasonable. But things didn’t seem quite right. I started to get the feeling
something was up, like the reason he didn’t want to fight was because
someone he cared about was there in the caves with him. But then, before
we can find out what his deal is, BAM! Malcolm panics and punches a hole
right through him! When I got to that page I literally said “holy shit”. And
then of course we found out exactly who Scourge was trying to protect, and
once again, it was not what I was expecting. I never imagined it would be a
harem of pregnant Demonoids. Wow! By now it shouldn’t surprise me, but
it really is amazing to me that the only predictable thing about this book
is its unpredictability! I don’t know how you can still do it after almost 30
years, but my hat is off to you!

As for Malcolm’s final solution, it’ll be interesting to see how that all
plays out. Will Captain Tootsie remain silent, will he feel compelled to
report Malcolm, or will Malcolm be so wracked with guilt that he turns
himself in? None of the above I’'m sure, but any which way you slice it,
there’s plenty of drama ahead. I know a lot of fans will be disappointed
at Scourge’s demise (*cough*FinCast*cough*) as it seemed like he was
going to be the next big thing. Maybe someone will find his suit and pick
up where he left off. Of course this could also just be a red herring. After
all, Scourge founded a company called Genetech, yet he uses a power
suit? Something doesn’t jibe here. Why would someone who seemingly
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