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figure out why I enjoy it so much. This happens to me sometimes
with a splash page or even a single panel. For example two recent
Dragon panels that got me like this were (grabbing back issues to
confirm...) issue 226, page 14, panel 1, and issue 238, page 18, panel
3. This page in 242 is just perfect. Good job, man! The colors sure
amp it up, too. What tools did you use to ink it? How did you get that
splatter effect in the bottom right corner? Is that from a toothbrush?
Did this page give you any trouble composing, or was it just magic
from the get go?

I also liked seeing Ant again. I only know the character from her
appearances in this book, and she seems like a good addition to the
cast. I don’t know much about her backstory, but it seems like she could
kind of fill a role similar to what Star did back in the day, or Daredevil
did for a period. A cool ally to pop up from time to time for a team-up.
I'm not sure she could pull off her own book, though. At least for me, I
like her best as part of the Dragon supporting cast. Which is apparently
growing to now include Captain Tootsie, kid sidekicks from the 1940s,
and a robot housemaid. That sounds ridiculous when I write it, but it’s
fun, and it works just fine for me!

And lastly, I just had to mention that a decade ago, and almost 100
issues ago, Malcolm’s dad re-joined the police force and met President
Obama. Boy, time flies. I like that you’re always moving the book
forward. I love past eras of the book, but I especially love that there
will always be new eras to enjoy with new characters and new favorite
issues and pages to look forward to. And maybe someday, we’ll get a
“Stand down, noble toad!” t-shirt.

Aaron Eppy
Lancaster, MA

The splash of Ant and Ragnok was not a page that I struggled
with. Sometimes it works out like that. The splatter was indeed
done with a toothbrush.

Ant will show up from time to time but I’m not considering
making her a regular cast member. I have a lot more to say with
her and I think she would be wasted in that role.

Dear Erik,

Sometimes, it is good to have to move your collections from a small
place to a bigger one.It was, for me, some days to re-discover your
production of comic-books.

As artist, it is amazing to see the evolution of your art. From your
‘beginning’ (at AC Comics, ...), I found the dynamism but still not the
real ‘Larsen’ style (of drawing). It is probably with ‘The DNAgents’
at Eclipse that the evolution was tangible. I have to say that the inkers
were important too, some of them really respect your way of penciling
the page, the others were, hem, less competent!

That something I can confirm when, later, you were working for DC
Comics (Doom Patrol) or Marvel. People like Terry Austin, Al Gordon
(and even Art Adams on some covers!) ... are among the best to suit
your work.

Your style improves a lot when you were working on Spider-Man’s
titles, and best of all, when you begin to be inked by yourself!

Since ‘The Savage Dragon’, you prove us, readers, how much a great
artist you are. Your evolution, trying sometimes to test change in style,
inking... to do the best of your art is a demonstration of your reflections
about your work.

Reflections and attentions that you are talking with the readers in
the letters page. Amazing how many letters were published since the
first issue of TSD!

More important about your work is you being a writer. Creativity in
both art and writing, creating a lot of characters, universes, changing
the original Dragon (and Dragon universe) to Malcolm, and probably
later, the children of Malcolm (or, who knows, another Dragon!?!). It is
not a comic-book series, it is about a family way of (super-humans) life,
it is a saga that you are producing.

I had to say that, a lot of times, I regret the absence of the ‘original’
Dragon character. He is (probably) dead forever (but who knows what
is his final fate? Erik Larsen knows! Or maybe not at the times?).

It could be great to see him again, in a mini-series, depicting
sequence of ‘unknown’, ‘declassified’ parts of his life, like him working
at the police, relationships (with all these women he meets/love...) But
for the moment, I will wait to know what happens to Malcolm, Maxine
and the others in the months to come!

Congratulations for entertaining your readers as you did.

Yours,

Daniel Tesmoingt
Belgium

My intent in the last few pages of the lead story from SAVAGE
DRAGON #225 was to illustrate Dragon’s “final fate.” And while
there will be occasional flashback stories that fill in bits and pieces
of his past, his story ends there. At this point I have no intention of
reviving him.

What’s up, Erik?

Just finished reading #242, cover to cover... made me realize I miss
your (albeit brief) run on “Spawn”. I was looking forward to that book
being back on my pull list for a while but, alas, it was just not meant to
be I guess. I left “Spawn” again pretty much when you did.

I WILL say it was interesting to see you (somewhat) bring back
that story though, along with Ant. Speaking of Ant... did her solo book
ever happen? I never saw it on the stands (I tend not to look at future
solicitations like “Previews”, or whatever, as I prefer to be surprised
when I visit my local LCS locations) but I honestly forgot to remember
to look for it too. Did I miss it? Or did the “Ant” book die with “Spawn”?
Just to make sure the context/tone is clear here, I am not trying to bust
your balls or anything about those books, I'm honestly just curious...

Anyway, back to #242... I enjoyed the issue well enough (the
end kinda resonates a bit, it looks familiar as Maxine is in deep shit
AGALIN, and I feel for her) but, honestly, the letter column stuck out the
most for me this month.

It was interesting for me to read the various reactions to recent
events regarding the recent attack/rape of Maxine, and it is sticking
with me here and likely will for a while... I will admit, I was not
very comfortable with reading and seeing all of that back when it
all went down initially. I had honestly blocked it out of my memory
mostly, having only just now remembered how truly vivid, horrible
and disturbing that all was when I read the reactions of others in this
month’s column. I was getting slowly used to the shocking events in the
book, of late (consisting mostly of the super sexed up content), but the
stuff with Basilisk was something else entirely. I was not prepared for
that and, while it was resolved rather quickly, it did stand out as a little
much, to be honest.

That being said, it is good to see through virtue of your responses
here that you had a purpose behind this twist in the book. I'm guessing
we will see more ramifications here.

Anyway - good read all around, as per usual. I dig Ms. Greta
Gearbox as well, I hope to see more of her moving forward.

Oh, is that worm thing a Demonoid... something?

Catch ya on the flip side...

Cam Stylez

At some point Ant will be a thing but I just haven’t been able to
carve out the time to make it a reality.

Hi Erik,

Just wanted to drop you a quick email and say thanks. I’ve just
recently begun reading Savage Dragon (I know, I'm really, really,
really late to the party), and I’'m having a blast! I love that I never know
what to expect. Also -- I really appreciate the run of Archives trades.
Ideally, I would want to get ahold of all of the full-color trades, but at
the moment I have to go with a more budget-friendly option and these
are fabulous. As the kind of person who insists on starting a new series
at square one rather than jumping in midway, the Archives trades are a
godsend.

All the best!

Chris Servais

Well, awesome.

I was an enthusiastic supporter of Marvel and DC’s black and
white collections. I’m an art guy and it was a great opportunity
to see the line work without the coloring obscuring the detail. Not
that I don’t like color, mind you--but it’s great to have the black
and white version available, which is why I’ve continued with
the SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVE editions despite there being
colored collections of the recent material available.

I expect at some point I’ll collect the entire run in color but
at this point that’s not feasible. There are color trades available
for most of the run but a lot of color files went missing along the
way so there are a few gaps and getting it all recolored will be
expensive. So, for now, the SAVAGE DRAGON ARCHIVE books
can bridge those gaps and give readers who prefer uncolored art
that experience as well.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The Chained Man.

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

This issue we check in on a couple old friends. Powerhouse (Denny
Atlas) and the Dragon (Flash Mercury) were created during the
summer before I went into S5th grade. Our family had moved
down to Albion, California from Bellingham, Washington. We’d
acquired a few acres in the woods where my dad threw together
some temporary house for us to live in when we weren’t all packed
into our orange bus and, frankly, there wasn’t much for me to do--
so I drew some homemade comics on typing paper folded in half
and stapled up the side.

I’d had an earlier version of the Dragon that I’d drawn before
the move south, who was a superhero living on the Red Planet and
I kept revising and changing him.

Originally inspired by Batman, Speed Racer, Captain Marvel
and Captain Kirk, the Flash Mercury version of the Dragon was
the first version I really explored to any degree. Powerhouse
came along for the ride. Both of their names were pinched from
the first issue of Shazam from DC which reintroduced Fawcett’s
Captain Marvel. Denny O’Neil wrote that issue and the magic
word Shazam is an amalgam of Solomon, Hercules, Atlas, Zeus,
Achilles and Mercury. Thus begat--Denny Atlas and Flash
Mercury.

Decades later, these two found their way into the pages of
Savage Dragon and they’ve appeared off and on. I’m not really
sure where I’m going with this beyond saying--it’s nice to touch
base with them once more. I miss them.

Erik,

I loved this issue, it went harder with the changes to the status quo
than I initially figured it would, I’ve been a huge fan of Angel until this
point and while she makes a fair point about the “triplets” it feels like
a dick move for her to pull that on Maxine at a time like this. When
Malcolm walked in on her saying she’d swoop in when everything fell
to shit- total oh, fuck moment. I also really felt for Maxine, because
while everyone knows about her scandal, not nearly as many people
would know about what happened with Basilisk, so seeing her outbursts
at those guys in the mall felt right, she’s hanging in there. She really is a
survivor and she’s making it fucking known!

Also as a side note I love how she was drawn this issue, Truly had
some of my favourite Maxine faces in it. I felt genuinely bad during the
scene where her and Malcolm clash about him deciding to watch the
video. I've never actually feared for the idea of them splitting until that
moment, but with as optimistic as Malcolm is trying to remain about
the whole situation, I'm hoping things eventually manage to pick up
and they can get to a healthier place, their relationship is one of the best
parts of the book, IMO.

I loved every panel Tootsie appeared in, Erik did an amazing job
staying true to the character’s roots.

All in all, a standout issue. Excited for the next one!

Connor James Tierney

Thanks for that.

Dear Erik,

The snowball fight in issue 242 was a great way to get all of the
characters together, and really hits home how big the cast is right now.
Sure, Frank Jr. and some others might not be sticking around too long,
but there’s a lot of characters in Toronto at the moment. It was a good
chance to clear up Captain Tootsie’s motivations, too. It remains to be
seen if he’s going to be a regular or just someone you use as needed, but
I can see the potential there. I guess I don’t mind Ant showing up now
and again either. I never read her solo books so I’'m not that invested in
her, but she has a cool visual at least. The cover was a fun nod to her
cheesecake roots, too.

Interesting payoff with Greta Gearbox as well. A super-powered
sex-bot named for a 1930s-film-star turned into a maid for a quartet of
dragon children? Only in comics, folks!

The cliffhanger though! Basilisk’s dismembered demon dick?
If anyone saw that coming, they’re probably pretty messed up. Poor
Maxine. And it doesn’t look good for poor Kevin, either. He had a
family to take care of, and so many sweater vests to wear.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

I’ve gotta tell you--I was a little concerned that readers wouldn’t
catch on immediately that that was Basilisk’s severed monster cock
and I even considered adding some kind of Chester Gould Dick
Tracy-style caption with an arrow pointing to it and identifying it
as such but you folks have got good memories and keen eyes.

Hey Erik.

I know you said putting Savage Dragon #242 together was a real
struggle, but I have to tell you, it was anything but a struggle to read. I
enjoyed the hell out of this book from start to finish!

You managed to pack in a lot of information and story development
into the opening snowball fight, which was a really clever and fun
backdrop to what was essentially an information dump. I'm glad
you clarified what went on with Captain Tootsie last issue because
I am not too proud to admit that I was a little confused on my first
read-through of 241. The fight between Captain Tootsie and Malcolm
really felt like one of those clichéd “superhero misunderstandings”
that I am really tired of seeing, so I'm glad there was an actual
purpose to it.

I'was also very happy to see that you didn’t drag out the growing rift
between Malcolm and Maxine and had them work it out. I know a lot of
people saw Malcolm looking at the footage of Maxine’s attack as a dick
move, but I was never one of those people. I always thought Malcolm’s
reasons were for exactly the reason he stated in this issue.

It was nice to see that Captain Tootsie and the Secret Legion are
still hanging around. They are a surprisingly good fit with the rest
of the cast. I could easily see them becoming long term supporting
characters, which I hope ends up being the case. Without a Rex Dexter
type around, Malcolm hasn’t had access to a resident smart guy for a
while, and Captain Tootsie seems like he would be a good fit in that
role. His idea to turn the sex-bot into a maid/nanny for Malcolm and
Maxine was great since she’s strong enough to handle the kids, but I
can’t help but wonder how Maxine will feel about having a sexy nanny
around Malcolm all the time. I can see lots of fun storylines coming
from this situation!

Angel is really going out of her way to make everyone’s lives
difficult, isn’t she? I can certainly understand her feeling the way
she does, and she might even be right in getting ahead of events and
putting everything out in the open now before it can blow up in their
faces, but she really is not going about it the right way at all. It should
have been a group decision but she is just barreling full steam ahead
for what seem to be purely selfish reasons. It’s bound to take a toll on
everyone’s relationships.

That last page was quite a surprise. I was kind of expecting Maxine
to find Kevin cheating on Mei with Angel, so I was completely
unprepared to see Basilisk’s sentient penis out for revenge. That is
some seriously fucked up and creepy shit. Well done!

And finally, thanks for presenting the Ant pages from Spawn #266
with the dialogue as it was originally intended. For the life of me I
can’t figure out why Todd would change dialogue for characters that
are yours and for which he clearly has no understanding of, but I'm
glad you were able to set the record straight. I really like the old school
colouring effect you used too. It was a really good fit with the simple
line work. Was that done by you, or by someone else?

All in all another great issue. And only 8 issues before the big 250!
How did we get here so fast? See you next month.

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

The old-school coloring on the backup was indeed executed by
me. I’m not sure why Todd felt that he had to make the changes that
he did to dialogue from characters he was unfamiliar with but it
is what it is. I suppose it was inevitable that we went our separate
ways--two control freaks like us couldn’t possibly work together
for very long.

And, yeah, #250 is looming large at this point. The pressure is on!

Hi Erik,

I was really enjoying Savage Dragon 242 -- Cool cover, awesome
title page, a fun, good-natured multi-page snowball fight that also
progressed the story (has that ever been done before in a comic?!),
and then I got to page six (the splash of Ant and the god) and I had to
stop. It MADE me stop. It is one of the best splash pages you’ve ever
drawn. I just had to look at it over and over. And I still can’t quite
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