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Hey Erik,

I wanted to write again about the wild ride that is Savage Dragon. The
recent run of issues has been a blast and has seen you introduce some
promising new characters. Last time, I inquired about the villain Buffalo
Stu and issue 237 (one of the very best latest ones) saw the Scourge
coming onto the scene. I, like many other readers it sounds like, thought
this villain was badass and look forward to seeing more of him.

Although your title has been entertaining as late (as it usually always
is), I had mixed feelings about issue 241. The heart of your book recently
is the relationship between Malcom and Maxine. This was the strength of
#241. What will happen to their relationship after Maxine was violently
and traumatically harmed by that evil Demonoid? I don’t think any of
us fans will accurately predict what will happen with the two top billed
characters as you always surprise and are rather unpredictable. Also,
extremely cool seeing the kids take on more of a role as they get older.

My mixed feelings come in with the character Captain Tootsie. Don’t
get me wrong. I’'m fine with you including the character as a homage to
the golden age of comics. Another really cool thing about your work as
an artist is the homages you do for past comic artists (for example Bill
Watterson) and characters. This also makes you a fascinating Twitter
follow because you know so much about the history of the industry.

I just didn’t really get the flow of Captain Tootsie’s motivations and
why he suddenly stopped attacking Malcom after the arrival of the Secret
Legion. Captain Tootsie was commenting about Malcom being wanted
south of the border, that he was born to take on alien scum, that he takes
orders from the President, he ordered Malcom to come with him, told
Malcom he would not escape justice as they royally pummeled each other.
Suddenly, the Secret Legion arrives and Malcom gets blasted. Captain
Tootsie says “don’t shoot” and then introduces Malcom as a hero like him?
‘Why the sudden change with Captain Tootsie? It seemed like a pretty stark
character shift? Was there something I missed?

Anyhow, that does not stop Dragon from being a read I look forward
too. I have been reading some of the old issues (67 this last week) and
it was crazy to see Malcom as a little guy when he was kidnapped by
Darklord and discovered by SuperPatriot when he went apeshit against the
Covenant of the Sword.

Some questions:

1) What three Marvel characters would be your top choice to guest star
one day in Savage Dragon?

2) A long time from now (let’s say 50 years) when you tragically pass
away, will Savage Dragon end right there or would you allow other artists
to pick up the character and run with it?

Because of your admirable run, hard to imagine any one else doing this
book except for a one off mini series or something. Looking forward to
“Ant” showing up next issue. Still rooting for the Ant series to start soon.
Also, great to see “Powerhouse” on the cover of an upcoming issue. In
Savage Dragon #66, you received a letter from Sander De Voogdt and his
comment was: “The way your work keeps improving, you’ll win the Nobel
prize for literature around issue #300.” Well, not to put any more pressure
on you than there already is...but 58 issues to go until you win that Nobel!

Dave Lester
Seattle, WA

Hopefully a few gaps have been filled in for you in regard to
Captain Tootsie following his appearance in Savage Dragon #241. The
short of it was that Captain Tootsie was battling Malcolm just to stall
for enough time for the Secret Legion to follow the homing beacon
back to Earth. Once the spaceship arrived there was no more reason
to fight. As for your questions...

1. The obvious choices would be Spider-Man and the Hulk, I’d
include the Thing in there as well.

2. At that point I stop caring what happens. It would be up to
my family.

Erik,

Ijust have to say Savage Dragon steered me back into comics. I started
reading Savage Dragon after seeing your post on the Image comics site,
and I fell in love with the concept of aging heroes, so I read the WHOLE
Savage Dragon series in about a month, I only thought about it and it was
the most fun I have ever had! For years I have thought I could never be
as good as the professional pencillers but after seeing your Twitter and
seeing all your tips and rough sketches I have regained hope, and for that
I thank you! I have been drawing every day, and if everything goes well I
might meet you one day! Keep up the good work!

Leonardo Mourato
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Will do and I’m happy to welcome you back into the fold!

Dear Erik,

As a long time reader I want to express my gratitude for the way you
are addressing and illustrating the consequences of sexual assault.

Having had relationships with Survivors, I have most definitely have
had my eyes opened to the reality of this plague on our society and
I applaud you for addressing the long term effects of sexual assault in
Savage Dragon. So often rape and sexual assault is treated by the media
and “society at large” as something that just “happens” and then you need
to just get over it. Like having your wallet stolen or your car broken into.
In reality, Survivors of sexual assault have their souls murdered. I have
had it explained to me that it is like having a knife cut your brain and you
can never fix it.

Sexual Assault is for life. And Survivors, their family and loved ones
struggle with the long term psychological damage for life. It never goes

away. Never. And the way society at large views sexual assault crimes as
“momentary impositions” is almost as bad as the crime itself.

Survivors of sexual assault need our understanding and love to help
them heal. And addressing sexual assault in a realistic way that correctly
illustrates the long term consequences is a very positive thing. So again,
I thank and applaud you for addressing Maxine’s assault in the way you
have. Comic book characters are often killed in dramatic ways (and yes
we all know they come back) but to have a character become a Survivor of
sexual assault would be more consequential then any universe changing
or character dying event. Thank you for treating this fictional assault so
much more honestly.

Scotty Neitlich
Leaving Southern California

You’re certainly welcome. It is, of course, a very difficult issue to
tackle and one that I don’t take lightly. At the same time. Everybody
is different and everybody’s experience and circumstances are
different. There’s no one story I can tell which would ring true for
every Survivor. I will do the best I can but I can’t help but get some
things wrong according to some people’s experiences. No experience
is universal.

In any case, thanks for your continued support.

Good Sir,

I'm a huge fan of Golden Age comics (I even have The Claw and
Daredevil tattooed to my hands). There’s just something about the history
that really gets me. Iuse Golden Age comics for most of my album covers
too (I make music) I think it’s really cool that there are thousands of
characters with a plethora of backstories and creators that can be used
by anybody for whatever purpose. In theory, it’s a pretty remarkable
concept. In application, however nobody else has really done anything
with them.

Sure, there were those crappy Alex Ross comics, and all sorts of other
reinterpretations but to me that’s all they are... reinterpretations. Which is
fine and dandy. They do, after all, belong to everyone which means they
have just as much of a right to do with them what they please. I just prefer
your method a lot more. When I see Daredevil in your comics it doesn’t
feel like Erik Larsen’s Daredevil. It feels like Lev Gleason’s Daredevil.
And I’'m really stoked he has played such a pivotal role in the book.

That being said. Captain Tootsie is just...really fucking cool. He’s not
even in my top 50 Golden Age heroes but the scene of history that comes
with him is really cool. No other creator would take a brand spokesman
and throw him in their funny book. You handled him perfectly. Ilove that
you kept the cartoony look and didn’t try to “Ross him up”...oops I mean
“modernize him.” His dialogue seems accurate and well researched.

You’re a bad ass. v

How about some Bronze Terror one of these days?

MC TIMMY

P.s. I miss Chris but the style and placement of Ferran’s sound effects

is dope sauce.

I grew up with Golden Age comics. My dad collected comics when
he was a kid so his children grew up with his wonderful old comic
book collection. It’s in my blood.

I understand why creators make changes to characters in the
public domain. The thing is that without those changes there’s nothing
that a creator can own. I may love the Golden Age Daredevil but I
can never own the Golden Age Daredevil. But if I gave the Golden
Age Daredevil a different name and a different secret identity and a
different personality--suddenly that’s something I can point to and
claim ownership of. Of course, I look at that and think--but that’s
not the Golden Age Daredevil! If the point was to own the Golden
Age Daredevil--you have failed because that’s not the Golden Age
Daredevil!

It’s like Santa Claus. Anybody can use Santa Claus and do their
own stories with Santa Claus but if you use the same trappings and the
same plot details as the Tim Allen movie “The Santa Clause”--you’re
going to get into trouble because that stuff isn’t in the public domain
and it’s not up for grabs.

That having been said, I’ve still added and expanded on things
which were never established with Captain Tootsie because there
really isn’t a lot which has been established beyond a few basic
details. Captain Tootsie never had a first name in his Golden Age
appearances and Rollo never had a last name (neither did any of the
kids in the Secret Legion--hell, some of them never had first names-
-I don’t imagine that “Fatso” and “Fisty” are written on their birth
certificates). The Golden Age Captain Tootsie never had an origin
story and if I give him one--that would be something that I added as
well.

I imagine that I’ll touch on more Golden Age heroes as the series
progresses but I can’t promise to hit on all of your favorites--my first
priority is to hit on all of my favorites!

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Powerhouse!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

here we are at #243. Chugging right along.

Erik,
Keep up the good work.
That’s all.
240 issues in, the last five years are your best work yet. Keep it up!
Eric Peterson

Thanks for that. It’s taken a long time but I think I’m finally
warmed up.

Dear Mr. Larsen,

I have been a looong time fan of your work, been collecting Savage
Dragon since college. It’s a great book, the ups and downs, the characters
you’ve created that we have watch grow, change and die, the crazy story
lines, not to mention all the comic book like experiments you have done. I
loved the all splash page issue 7 and the double-page spread issue 199.

I just finished 240 and enjoyed the Demonoid demolition of Toronto. It
was very reminiscent of the Mars Attacks or the Tyrranean invasion where
everyone helps and it was great to see Scourge destroying demonoids. For
the record he must be VERY powerful to incinerate creatures that live in
high temperatures. With him almost killing Angel he is shaping up to be a
huge “big bad”.

At the end of this issue I'm guessing you’re planning to go in a
different direction now that Malcolm and Maxine’s personal world has
come crashing down. I’m not a prude, but I also feel like there is too much
penises and boobies currently and I'm hoping that will soon run its course.
I must be honest I like Maxine as a character, but I am not a fan of her
current sex-crazed shenanigans. Again not a prude just liked her before
the after life sex mega increase. If not, I’ll still keep up reading your book
because I'm a fan no matter what and of what is on the horizon. This
Captain Tootsie (who can be seen in the background of pages in issue 199)
seems interesting, the return of Ant, an Amy Dragon adventure and the
much needed return of Powerhouse.

ILOVED Powerhouse back then and can’t wait for his return. When you
announced that cover how many people ask if we will see Powerhouse’s
“pecker”? Sorry, couldn’t help it.

Now for the classic questions, comments and suggest part of the letter.

1. Where was Buffalo Stew when the Demonoids invaded?

2. So the Demonoids under the USA wear pants and just eat people, but
the Demonoids under Canada are naked and rape people. Oh, Canada.

3. You talked about the Savage Dragon cartoon in episode 75 of the
Savage Fincast, which I subscribe to and enjoy. You said Savage Dragon
sounds like Bruce Willis. Who does Emperor Kurr sound like? Who does
Malcolm Dragon sound like?

4. Can the Seeker return? Or maybe his armor finds a new host?

5. What’s up with the Jonson twins?

6. Will we see Shark/Dart with her Shark/Dragon baby soon?

7.Is Flash Mercury and Fever still hanging with Powerhouse? That will
probably be answered in 244, but I had to ask.

8. More villains please. Originals and/or returning classics, like
Fountainhead, Torment or Joey Finkleberry (does he age?).

9. I know Invincible ended, but any chance of characters showing up
here? Maybe Mark Greyson/Invincible’s son? Maybe Angstrom Levy
Jr who can travel to other dimensions (I know the multiverses were
combined, but that opens many loop holes).

10. What is going on with Lorella and the 163 Krylan babies in France?

11. Any chance of Malcolm meeting Superman? Then making a joke
like “I guess super not aging is one of his lesser known powers”.

12. Can Malcolm meet Hellboy? Since Hellboy ages slower that makes
more sense, plus with Maxine dying twice that might get the attention of
the B.P.R.D.

13. Can issue 250 cover pay homage to issue 50 (one of my favorite
covers) with Malcolm fighting atop a pyramid of his villains and allies?

I hope Powerhouse becomes a recurring character and we get to know
more about him. I look forward to whatever you have planned for Savage
Dragon issue 250 and beyond.

Thanks,

Travis Johnson

1: I would assume Buffalo Stu is under lock and key at the moment.

2: Naw, the Demonoids in the States rape and kill, just like the ones
in Canada. We saw more Killing in #239 and general mayhem in #240.
It’s not all one or the other.

3: They’re the same person, so the general tone is the same (in other
words--his voice isn’t any deeper or more gravely-sounding as one
or the other) but he has an alien accent, unlike anything you’d hear
on Earth.

4: It’s possible, I suppose, for somebody to repair and reuse the
armor but the Seeker himself is dead.

5: I assume they’re going to school.

6: I’m not sure. No immediate plans but that can change.

FINQRDDICTD

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

7: I think so.

8: I think Joey’s dead. But there’ll be no shortage of villains, new
and otherwise.

9: I don’t want to touch Angstrom Levy but Invincible or his children
aren’t out of the question. The problem is, of course, that their fates are
already set in stone to a degree. I can only play with the characters as they
exist. I can’t do with them what I might do with others. There isn’t that
freedom.

10: I assume they’re going to school.

11: That’s not a good idea. That’s showing the seams in a way.
Superman’s entire cast is never-aging and to point out that Superman
doesn’t age is to poke holes in that mythology. It adds nothing and
takes away a lot. But it would be fun to do some kind of crossover at
some point. Don’t think I haven’t asked. Unfortunately, these aren’t
my toys to play with at my whim. There are guardians at the gate and
it the powers that be aren’t cooperative--it can’t happen. That’s why
I’ve been playing a bit with characters that are in the public domain
(like Daredevil and Captain Tootsie) it gives me an opportunity to
play with other toys without the hassle of dealing with owners of said
characters.

12: At this point I have nothing that I really want to say with the
character. There needs to be a story and I’ve got nothing. I don’t want
to do stories for the sake of stories and orchestrating a legit crossover
isn’t always that simple.

13: It’s a thought.

Dear Erik,

A Christmas issue is a good time for a breather, and I understand
it couldn’t be helped that Savage Dragon 241 was released only after
Christmas. It’s good to see Malcolm’s growing extended family all
together, but I still miss the tradition of seeing his dad’s Christmas
sweater.

I'm not sure the Captain Tootsie fight did much for me. This seemed
like a pet project you were excited to bring to the book, but I’'m not even
sure what the point was. Was he really there to arrest Malcolm, or was
he just trying to get the attention of the Secret Legion? It’s not so clear.
If you’re planning on doing more with Captain Tootsie it was an okay
introduction, but if it’s a one-off it’ll be pretty forgettable.

I'm always on board to see Maxine’s story, and this is of course a rough
time for her. I hope there’s not going to be too much conflict between her
and Angel. Two women fighting over a guy is a bit of a tired story by now.
I would like to see more with Angel. She used to be a huge character in
this book, and she’s been a bit directionless for a bit. Hopefully you’ve got
some kind of a plan for her.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Captain Tootsie was included as something of a lark but as usual,
nothing ends up quite as I had in mind. Things get away from me.

Happy New Year, Erik.

As I write this on the second day of 2019, on a cold Massachusetts
night, I’'m sitting by the wood stove unsuccessfully trying to warm up
while suffering through some kind of flu-like condition giving me a fever,
aches, and chills. To try to lighten my mood, I bought a digital copy of
Savage Dragon 241 since I couldn’t get a hardcopy today. It did the trick,
so I’'m mustering up the finger strength to write this. It might just be the
fever talking, but hootin’ zoots, this was a fantastic issue.

After the brutality of the past two issues, the cover of this one sure
brings some fun. I love the homage to Herb Trimpe. I don’t see a lot of
covers like this anymore - such weight and presence to the figures, not
afraid to fill up every inch of the page with their mass, as if the characters
are crammed into the borders of the cover. Very cool. And as for Captain
Tootsie’s Secret Legion, who named those kids? Fatso? Fisty? What?

I really enjoyed Maxine’s story unfolding. I can’t imagine being in her
circumstances, but I like that you didn’t just put everything back to normal
for her. She’s got a lot of healing to do. I'm interested to see where this
story goes.

By the way, having the cast move to Canada has been a great era in the
book. Hopefully they’ll be there for a while longer? And hopefully the
Funnies will keep going? Love that stuff.

Keep up the good work,

Aaron Eppy
Lancaster, MA

It seemed that nicknames were super prevalent in the ‘40s and
‘50s. They’re far less common now but at that point it seemed a lot of
kids had them. All of the names were from old Captain Tootsie comics
from the Golden Age of comics, though I did give Captain Tootsie a
first name and Buddy a last one.
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