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you keep us guessing issue to issue about what’s going on.
On the up side, happy to see some Big bang comics in color. Please have
Gary Carlson continue with that. It is a lot of fun! Thanks -
Rob Messick

Again--as unsettling as it was--I really didn’t want to show anything
explicitly. I’d much rather leave the gory details to the readers’
imaginations.

Hi Erik,
Holy shit. I’ve just read #240 and am overcome with concern for Maxine.

It occurred to me that after everything she’s been through lately, a natural
consequence of the rape and loss of her personal heaven could (potentially)
involve self harm or, perish the thought, a suicide attempt to make her pain
go away. While I can appreciate the narrative possibilities of that ... and
good on you for even daring to broach THAT (taboo) subject if that’s the way
this plays out... I'm genuinely concerned. Not only for Maxine but also the
kids and Malc too. At the end of #240 she’s already isolating herself from
Malcolm. He’s having to deal with apparent rejection .... and I'm sitting on
the edge of my seat anxious to see what comes next. Great storytelling, Erik.
Kudos.

Paul Rogers

Auckland, New Zealand

‘Well, given her last dip into the afterlife, I would imagine that Maxine
would be much less inclined to take her own life, fearing an afterlife
which she now dreads.

Well Erik,

What else can I say about SD #240 other than, Wow! It was jam-packed
with wall-to-wall action and had me on the edge of my seat the whole time.
There’s a lot to unpack so let’s get to it.

How about that cover? This is one cover that’s definitely an accurate
representation of what can be expected when you flip the page. I know your
covers can sometimes be misleading, but this one could practically be the
first page of the story! Your actual first page was pretty grim, but I couldn’t
help but laugh when I saw Harry Paratestees at the bottom of the page, his
expression unchanged even in death. That’s where the laughs ended though.
What followed was nothing short of a bloodbath, and I was worried for some
of my favourite characters the whole time, especially considering how 239
ended.

I won’t go into detail analyzing every page, but I do want to cover a few
hings that jumped out at me. First, it’s always awesome to see Freak Force in
action, and this might have been the most desperate and brutal action they’ve
seen in their history. If they’ve taken part in a more savage battle, I can’t
think of it. You could almost feel them fighting down their panic as they
desperately fought to suppress the Demonoid outbreak. One small moment in
the aftermath of the battle left a big impact on me. The obvious trauma Betty
experienced after taking part in this bloody battle really hit home with me.
My daughter is pretty much the same age as her and I can’t begin to imagine
what seeing and doing something like that would do to her. I really hope we
get some follow-up on this. If not in the main story, then in a backup or two at
the very least.

Having the Dragon kids underfoot the whole time the battle was raging
was another source of stress in this issue. I’'m not overly attached to them, but
as a parent, the thought of Malcolm losing a kid makes me feel all knotted up
inside. Thankfully they only suffered non-life-threatening injuries. The same
could not be said of poor Maxine though. You really put the poor girl through
the ringer this issue. She came out of it alive, but the damage has been done.
Her near-death experience wasn’t nearly so pleasant this time around, and it
appears there will be long-lasting consequences. She and Malcolm are going
to have a lot to work through in the coming months, and that’s on top of all the
other setbacks we learned of at the end of the issue. There are no more free
passes when it comes to life-or-death scenarios now. That’s gotta be scary.

It was cool to see Scourge jump into the fray as well. You’d think that as
a villain he wouldn’t give two-shits about what happens to the little people,
but he seems to think of himself as the “overlord” of the people of Toronto
and that only he should get to determine their fate. Yet another headache for
Malcolm. You sure aren’t making it easy on him!

On a final, lighter note, I must thank you for all the fun brick walls in this
issue. It’s almost like you threw them in there for me after I mentioned how
much I like them! I’'m sure that’s not the case, but a guy can dream! See you
next month.

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

P.S. Congratulations on a really solid run this year. Not only have the
issues been a blast, but it looks like you’ll have almost managed to pump out
12 issues this year if SD #241 gets released on time! Not bad!

There’ll be follow up to the Mighty Man stuff. I can’t just walk away
from that. #241 didn’t quite make it out in December as I’d hoped but
we’ll just pretend it did. My copies arrived in December.

Hi Erik,

Just finished issues 238 through 240. What a rollercoaster this was! The
story in 238 through Maxine’s perspective, culminating in the events in 240
- maybe one of the most brutal comics I've ever read. And by brutal, I don’t
mean a lighthearted happy go lucky kinda feel. Man, felt like one big horror.
Your choice to show Malcolm’s thoughts really brought me in as a reader,
very well chosen as a storytelling means. In this case, really added to the
story! Interested in seeing how the relation between the two will or won’t hold
up. The tension from the last page with Malcolm reflecting sets a very grim
pace for the coming issues ahead.

Art-wise, thought these three issues were very well drawn, did you
spend more time on them than usual, or are you approaching drawing them
differently and.. are you back to regular art boards?

By the way, if Maxine and Malcolm would need bigger housing space,
maybe they could opt for that amazing 8 million dollar home in San Francisco
you pointed out on Facebook. Couldn’t stop laughing about the comments you
added to the photo gallery.

I do hope we get a bit more laughs in the comic book back as well. Almost
at the miracle number of 250, can’t wait what you have in store for us.

Lennart Boorsma
Bussum, The Netherlands

Malcolm’s not doing so well that he could swing an eight million dollar
house in any location! And he’s not exactly welcome in the States right
now so he’s going to have to stay put for a while.

I’ve been drawing on the larger boards for a while now, taking only a
couple issues off to experiment here and there. I’m likely to keep it that
way a while longer (though it is pretty labor-intensive).

Erik,

Issue 240. My god man. I have not even read it yet. I have only flipped
through it and read some random panels but... you have had some real
humdingers of issues before but this one seems to beat them all. I am angry,
horrified and relieved all at the same time and I still need to sit down and just
read it. I don’t care about any other comic on this level and many comics have
said “this issue all bets are off” and none of come close to this. Just fuck, man.
Fuck.

All right, I finally worked up the courage to give 240 a full read. You
monster. I have never, never read a comic actually sick to my stomach before
but this was heartbreaking. The rape of Maxine and her body being left torn
apart like used tissue by Basilisk when he was finished ripped my guts out, but
somehow Basilisk turning his hunger toward Horridus just made everything
worse. It was his dialogue as he held Horridus down, narrating his thoughts
and what he intended to do and just how much pleasure he was taking in this
that drove home that Maxine likely suffered in exactly the same way and
that’s not an image I want in my head. This was a tremendous issue, Erik. I
would say this is everything I want comics to be except I really don’t want my
comics to be this rapey.

Seriously, what a wrenching issue and so many moments big and small
stood out. The opening splash page on 2-3 felt like holding a motion comic in
my hand and truly seemed as if we were there right in the thick of it with our
heroes. Some of the smaller panels where every bit as affecting in particular
the look on Malcolm’s face page 10 panel 3 as he took in what happened to
Maxine followed by page 15 panel 3 with Maxines look of rage and vengeance
contrasted with the helplessness of Horridus dangling in Basilisks hands in
panel 4, just wow. Page 16 is one of the few pages in any comic where I have
ever truly felt the anger and rage coming from a character and Malcolm
looked like he was going to leap off the page. How exactly do you compliment
an issue this fucked up and heartbreaking. Just damn.

Riley Myers
Thanks for over 240 issues of punches to the gut and face!

You’re welcome, I guess...?

Savage Dragon #240 was a difficult issue to write. They’re all a
challenge to some degree but that one was especially so. Following up on
it has been a real challenge as well. You’d think it would get easier after
26 years but so far--that has not been the case.

Dear Erik,

As much as I liked the lead story “A City Under Siege” in Savage Dragon
#240, I really loved that Knight Watchmen comic in the back and I really
don’t know why. Perhaps it just reminded me of the Batman and Robin comics
I read as a kid. Anyway, back to the main story: Well, it was quite action-
packed and though I didn’t like the use of the Dragon-blood solution to save
Maxine again, I did like the fact that it will probably never be used again
because of the lack of Freak Out. The battle scenes were awesome and I'm
glad the Demonoid with the member got his in the end especially with Dragon
saying “You won’t be needing this anymore!” So, I guess things will be a bit
different next month: no more reality show, no more book deal, and no more
outrageous sex with Maxine. Still, it should be interesting and I'm looking
forward to it!

Alan Bowman
Saga City, Japan

And I look forward to bringing each and every issue to you.
-Erik Larsen

NEXT: Amy Dragon

As a special treat, | thought you might get a kick out of seeing

some pages from Spawn #266--! featuring Malcolm and
Maxine Dragon as well as Ant, as they were originally written
and drawn by me, lettered up special by Joe Caramagna! Plus
more funnies! The fun isn’t over yet, kids--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Welcome to Savage Dragon #242.
Not a lot to report. The New Year is well underway and we’ll
be hitting the #250 mark in 2019, so that’s pretty exciting. But

rather than go into a long spiel about that or anything else, let’s
jump right into the mailbag--!

Dear Erik,

The first thing I have to say about Savage Dragon 239 is that the art looked
great. Are you still drawing pages at a bigger size? I'm not sure if that has
anything to do it or not, but either way, the drawing looks tight and consistent.
The page with Norm Spiegelman injecting the blood looked amazing, as did
the double-page spread of the Demonoids.

Story-wise, it feels like a lot happened. Spiegelman’s death probably
wraps up the stolen blood and Sex-Dolls storylines, although there’s still one
damaged unit out there. The Scourge page seems to be setting him as the
new Overlord-type, despite the concerns of Walter, the clichéd mobster boss.
Harry Paratestees finally got what was coming to him, although I’ll miss the
good gag of his face never changing, even after 15 years.

And even though [ still think a little goes a long way, it’s nice to see Freak
Force show up from time to time. And it looks like they’ll be needed.

There sure are a lot of Demonoids, whatever that means. I just flipped
through issues 199 and 212, but I'm still not clear on what their deal is. Are
they from Hell? The same Hell that we’ve seen in this book before, and in
Spawn? Or is it another dimension? Or a subterranean level of Earth? I suppose
it doesn’t matter, but it might give the invasion a little more resonance. And
I have a feeling like we might see the Demonoid mother and her four little
hellions again, although I guess they’re still in Chicago.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Yeabh, still drawing at a bigger size. The old twice up size plus a bleed
and it certainly helps.

The Demonoids are from a subterranean level of Earth. It was
established in Savage Dragon #198 what creatures were on some of the
various levels below (although that is not consistent throughout the globe).
Some areas just have Ants, others have Demonoids and there are Trolls
and Lava Creatures and various other subterranean races. And just like
on the surface world--not every group is on the same technological level.
Some Demonoids are more advanced than others. Some forge weapons
and make clothes and have a more functional society--others do not.

Dear Erik,

SD #239. What a bonanza of an issue. The return of Harry Paratestees!
Didn’tsee that one coming, and you killed him in the same issue! You murderer!
Demonoids return, oh yeah! The fallout of Maxine’s night out! Yikes. Also, the
introduction of Norm Speigelman! This one had almost everything that I'm
surprised I didn’t see a flying kitchen sink somewhere in the issue!

In all honestly, this issue was one of my favorites. The writing was
entertaining from start to finish, and that’s become the big draw of the book
lately, that even the fight scenes are going a bit on the back burner and I'm OK
with it. Still, with that being said the art has been incredible and loved the DPS
of all the Demonoids. Crossing my fingers that the large one from #194 makes
areturn in the following issue. I will say the one who seems to be calling the
shots with the mouth penis, is quite an interesting visual, to say the least.

I think the plot that really shined this month was the focus on Maxine and
the ramifications of the events at the strip club. Something that I thought was
going to be a one and done event is far from over it seems, and is helping with
the building foundation of the character that is Maxine. Maxine has always
been an interesting character, sometimes for the right reasons, and sometimes
for the wrong reasons, but I'm glad to say here that you’re really building
her up to have more human elements, and not simply focusing on the wacky
commentary she often gives us. (Which is still funny overall)

Questions!

1. With the Scourge building up the mob, can we expect the VC member to
start moving up north? Miss the old VC members, and we really need to see
Chaos and Control again.

2. Any big plans for #250? Will it be double sized, etc? It’s actually almost
here!

3. Neutron Bob. Did he ever get his powers back, or is he simply in his
human form now? Miss the guy.

4. Will we find out what was going on with Jennifer’s grave in #234
anytime soon?

Either way, the book is on a course for great things. Whenever a new issue
comes out, I want more, but if you think about it, we have #239 issues at this
point, and nothing beats a good old reread. It’s been a few years, but hopefully
I’ll reread this amazing run soon, as there truly is nothing like it. Keep up the
good work Erik and onwards to #300.

Sincerely,

Benny Hasa
San Jose, CA

Send letters to:

2701 NW VAUGHN ST., SUITE 780
PORTLAND, OR 97210

visit our website at www.savagedragon.com

1: Here’s the thing with that--while it would be nice to see some of
the old gang again, I think it’d be straining credibility to have too many
characters make the move north. Plus, if I ever do make a return to
Chicago, it’d seem even more implausible that those same villains would
return as well. So any back-and-forth will be done sparingly. I’d rather
build a new rogues gallery for Toronto than have there be a constant
parade of old characters heading up there.

2: I don’t think I can do anything less than a traditional 100-page
Savage Dragon celebration though I may beg off for that for #275 when
that rolls around.

3: It is my assumption that he did get his powers back.

4: 1 expect we’ll see what happened sometime next year.

Dear Erik,

Well, Savage Dragon #240 sure took a dark turn, didn’t it? I figured it
was only a matter of time after a such a long stretch of fun issues, but I didn’t
expect it to be this brutal. This book has seen lots of alien invasion-type
battles, and not without consequences. But I don’t know if you’ve ever done
an issue that was tougher to read than this. And the scary part is that it looks
like it will be a while before things get better.

I’'m curious to see how this plays out for Maxine’s arc. Her first death led
to some big changes for her, and after the bachelorette party she started to try
to come to terms with some things. But her second death might have pushed
her off the deep end. This looks like it will have long-term effects, and to be
honest, I hope that’s the case. Women getting raped in comics and movies is
often done for cheap impact. It makes the villain seem nasty, but at its worst
it can be tacky, clichéd, lazy, sexist and/or tone-deaf. So far you seem to be
handling this carefully, but I hope you’re aware of how easily it is to cross the
line with this subject matter.

Maxine was obviously hit the hardest here, but I don’t think many of the
characters will soon forget this battle. Maddy might be too young for it to
stick, but how soon will Horridus, Mighty Man and the other Dragon kids
get over it? I’ve always had a soft spot for Horridus, but it might be time for
her to get out of this game completely. She’s always outmatched in a fight, but
what else is she qualified to do? And then there’s Malcolm in the middle (oh
god, I just remembered that show) of all this mess. I sincerely hope he doesn’t
take Basilisk’s dying words seriously. He’s had his doubts and concerns over
Maxine, but if that taunt starts to make him worry it would break my heart.
Either way, he’s facing a tough situation, and I have no idea how he’s going
to make it all work. What looked like a fun two-parter and excuse for you to
draw tons of demons has turned into a real turning point.

Taylor Porter
Halifax, Nova Scotia

This was a dark issue. I’ll give you that. I’ve also laid out a roomful
of landmines that are going to be a real challenge to navigate. One thing
I really didn’t want to do is illustrate the attack. That, to me, would
have been taking it a step too far and I have no interest in actually
depicting that.

At the end of the day--Maxine is a survivor. An awful lot of real
women have survived sexual assault--and nobody should think less of
them because of something which wasn’t their fault. They’re not “less of
a woman” because of their ordeal. They’re survivors and their strength
and resolve is something to be admired.

Erik,

Welcome to the 240s...and what a way to begin with Part 2 of this hellish
Demonoid saga. RIP to Maxine and welcome back again. What happened
to Maxine I don’t think she will ever get over...This leading to 250 will be
a trip. Now with Freak Out banned in Canada...could Malcolm and fam end
up moving to France...where the other Krylans are now living? Then again...
Malcolm is in dire straits...reality show gone...book deal gone, comic sales
are low...(hope not in real life). Even though Malcolm’s life has been changed
behind this event, I hope that we get to see this for 240+ more issues!!! We're
now living in a post Stan Lee world...and so glad to still have Larsen.

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA

France would be fun but as a guy who speaks only English I’d have one
hell of a time pulling that off and every character would be struggling as
much as I would. I don’t think the lack of Freak Out would necessitate a
move that drastic. Being able to function would be a bigger priority.

Erik,

Savage Dragon 240 was fantastic. There is no other monthly comic that
serves up the action and drama like this comic. Thanks. The ending was so
downbeat and real. Ugh. Maxine being raped to death is an ordeal that is so
unsettling, even just reading about it makes me uncomfortable.

There was an issue of The Incal where a Deer type girl was raped to death,
and that haunted me for years. Thanks for opening those wounds! Ha! (Half
Joke). The scene bothered me, but you presented them in a way that really
adds to the story. I know it was a demon in the book, but it really makes you
think about the horrors in the real world, as a good comic can do. I'm happy
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