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Hello all!
It's March Madness at McFarlane Toys!!

&

First off, the FIRST EVER Spawn Coloring Book is out next month on
April 18th. Todd put together some of his most iconic covers, splash
pages, and interiors from the beginning of Spawn to the more recent
issues. Get your crayons sharpened and ready to go so you can play
‘colorist’ for Todd! (P.S. - You can pre-order it NOW on Amazon, so you
don’t forget!)

Todd also made an announcement at International New York Toy Fair,
that McFarlane Toys is coming out with a NEW Spawn action figure
this Fall. | know a lot of you have been asking for it and it's finally
happening! Stay tuned to McFarlane.com for more news in the
coming months.

For those Walking Dead comic hook fans, the Negan Resin Statue
debuts this month. And in true McFarlane fashion, this statue is hyper-
detailed and just plain badass! You can get yours online NOW at
McFarlane.com.

Finally, Todd has started doing LIVE videos on Facebook. He's giving
drawing tips, industry advice, sneak peeks of art and as requested

by fans, a look into his really cool office and of course, giveaways!
Most importantly, he’s also going to be giving lots of SPAWN MOVIE
updates in the next few months. If you follow Todd on Facebook, you'll
automatically get notifications whenever he’s live so you don't miss
avideo.

If you aren’t following Todd on social media, here’s where you can
find him: Facebook- liketoddmcfarlane and Twitter- Todd_McFarlane.

For this Spawning Ground, we invited Gerardo Sandoval, our cover
artist for the variant covers of Satan Saga Wars to talk about how he
got asked to work on Spawn with Todd.

Cheers,

Shannon Bailey
Publishing Coordinator

*Comments have been edited for grammar and content.

UN

How did you and Todd meet? And

how did he ask you to work on

the Satan Saga War covers?

| met him after a signing at SDCC 2015. | was
there to get a signature that | couldn't get
almost 20 years ago. This time at SDCC having
him in front of me | couldn’t let the opportunity
go! We had a very nice chat and | showed
him my Guardians 3000 from Marvel and my
sketchbook with some of my pencil layouts.

| think he really liked it because we set up

a meeting to keep chatting. The next day, |
brought my original portfolios and showed
him the variant cover | did for Marvel with

a homage from Todd's Hulk vs Spiderman
Amazing Spider-man #328 cover. Todd liked
what he saw and asked for my email. Shortly
after SDCC, | received an email with the
proposal for the variant covers for the Satan

Saga Wars.

What was it like creating pencils
for Todd to ink?

Thanks to the inspiration | got from Todd’s
Spider-Man comics, | hecame a comic book
artist! When | was younger, | saw his art for
the first time and it just blew my mind! | didn't
know it was possible to draw like that. Todd
broke all the rules and it was very impressive.
One of my biggest dreams was to meet him

in person just to say hi and let him know how
big of an inspiration he was for me. Now as a
professional comic book artist, | can say that
| am still a fan and this was a huge dream that

came true for me. This is a really big deal.





OPS/images/0027.jpeg
letterspage@mcPariane.com

PO. Box 12230
Tempe, AZ 85284-0038

twittercom/Todd__McFarlane
www.Pacebook.com/likecoddmcFrarlane

Why did you want all four
covers to connect?

In SDCC | had my portfolios with art
from my Marvel comics covers. |
showed Todd my connecting covers
for Age of Apocalypse and he liked
the idea. After he contacted me, we
discussed the idea of connecting
covers for Satan Saga Wars and
Todd liked that.

What are some of the
other projects you are
working on?

For Marvel I've been done a lot:
Wolverine, What if: Avengers vs
X-men, Cable and X-Force, Captain
Marvel, X-Men, Thunderbolts,
Guardians 3000, Attack on Avengers,
Age of Apocalypse and now | am

part of the New Avengers series.

What is your process
when drawing?

| have a clear idea in my mind about
what | will be drawing before | start
doing it. | start by doing some rough
layouts with a blue color. Then | add
layouts with pencils, putting all my
design ideas using rough lines (this
step is what | gave to Todd to ink).
After rough layouts there are two
steps: First, if it's going to be an
inked piece | starting cleaning up
my rough lines and make them more
detailed. Secondly, if someone else
is going to ink my art then | clean up
my rough pencils and make them as

tight and clean as possible.

Todd just wanted the rough pencils
because his inks have a tons of
details. He worked his magic on
them and | think we are a very good
team! Todd really knows how to

improve someone else’s pencils.

What is your best advice
for artist trying to break
into the industry?

It's very important for a new
artist to know that this is a big
adventure. But it's not about being
famous or signing tons of books at
conventions. It's hard to work in this
industry because we produce comic
books with tight deadlines. | work
as hard as possible because comic
book companies want to produce
comics quickly and with quality
work. | cant remember how many
times | was at my table drawing
while my friends were hanging out
or while people were having holiday
celebrations and | was still working.
So guys, this is not a hobby! Itis a
very hard profession and you need
to love this way of living! Never
stop practicing because there are
hundreds of very talented people

looking for the same goal!

What is your dream
project to work on?

My dream project is to live working
in my own comic books. But before
that, | wanted to be the main Spider-
man'’s artist and that is still one of

my dreams.

NEXT ISSUE
Spawn must learn to survive on Earth
WITHOUT his powers.
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COLOR
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ERIK LARSEN
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EDITOR
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Art Director
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PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN

After Satan declares war on Spawn, he and his minions
continue to throw everything they can at Spawn and Wanda
to prevent them from ever leaving Hell. Meanwhile, in another
part of the hellish world, one of Satan’s demons goes to
retrieve Al and Wanda’s unborn child. Once they see that
their child is in danger, Spawn knows he must make the deal
with the Devil. But before the deal is completed, a bright light
beams down a mysterious visitor neither Spawn or Satan
ever expected to encounter.
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