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Thank you, as always, for being loyal fans of Spawn! s eremiEs.

Shannon Bailey
Publishing Coordinator

A note from Spawn artist Jason Shawn Alexander:

A few days into the production of this issue | underwent rotator
cuff surgery. | want to thank Todd (who graciously supplied inks to
pages 11-12), Shannon, Jose, and the rest of the crew at TMP for
being so amazing, patient, and helpful while pages were finished
sporadically as | began recovery. It's their doing that this issue is in
your hands on time. So, | just wanted to add a quick “thank you” to
one of the best teams I've ever worked with in comics.

JASON
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...WHEN PRESSED TO CONFIRM THAT THE
GOVERNMENT WAS MAINTAINING CUSTODY

OF THE MAN WHO'D RECENTLY KIDNAPPED--
THEN RELEASED-- RAPPER BONZ CHILLIN’, A
WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL'S INITIAL RESPONSE
WAS THEIR STANDARD “FAKE NEWS” PUSH-
BACK. BUT AS QUESTIONING CONTINUED, THE
OFFICIAL EVENTUALLY SAID “THE U.S. GOV-
ERNMENT DOES NOT DISCUSS DETAILS ABOUT
ANY DETAINEE WHO IS DEEMED A THREAT.”

THIS RESPONSE LED TO QUESTIONS AS TO
WHETHER THE DETAINEE WAS STILL IN CUSTODY,
AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, OF THAT PERSON'S
IDENTITY. FOR THE PAST FEW DAYS ALL OFFI-
CIAL SOURCES HAVE AVOIDED THIS QUESTION.
AT THE ROOT OF IT IS THE QUESTION, WHY
WOULD THEY DEEM HIM ‘A THREAT?’

SOME MEMBERS OF THE SENATE ARE
CALLING FOR AN INVESTIGATION. HOWEVER,
INDICATIONS ARE THAT NO ONE INSIDE THE
GOVERNMENT, NOR ANY INFORMED SOURCES,
HAVE A CLUE AS TO THE IDENTITY OF THE
MASKED KIDNAPPER. NONE OF OUR

| ADMINISTRATION CONTACTS ARE PREPARED

TO OFFER SPECULATION OFF THE RECORD.

AS FALLOUT FROM TODAY’'S PRESS BRIEFING
CONTINUED, THE PRESIDENT AND HIS STAFF
ARE /RRITATED THAT WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO
BE A NEWS CONFERENCE ABOUT THE LATEST
'‘ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE BUDGET
PACKAGE’, QUICKLY TURNED INTO QUESTIONING
ABOUT THE MYSTERIOUS MAN THAT WAS
RECENTLY ARRESTED IN TIMES SQUARE.

THE GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSON WAS
UNABLE TO SAY DEFINITIVELY THAT THE MAN
WE SAW BEING DETAINED WAS EVEN STILL IN
CUSTODY. |T SEEMED LIKE A RELATIVELY
SIMPLE AND UNIMPORTANT QUESTION AT
FIRST, BUT SOON DEVOLVED INTO DOZENS

OF ADDITIONAL INQUIRES TO WHY THEY WERE
BEING SO COY WITH THEIR ANSWERS. THIS, IN
TURN, HAS DEVELOPED INTO A WHOLE NEW
SERIES OF QUESTIONS THAT THE WHITE HOUSE
PRESS LIASON SEEMS TO BE AVOIDING.

SO FAR, WE'VE BEEN UNABLE TO GET A
RESPONSE FROM BONZ CHILLIN’ HIMSELF,
OR FROM HIS REPRESENTATIVES. SINCE BEING
‘RETURNED’ FROM HIS KIDNAPPING ORDEAL,
THIS USUALLY VERY PUBLIC MUSICIAN HAS
GONE INTO SECLUSION.

HOW maANy TIMES poes
THIS HAVE TO HAPPEN?Z?/

WE WERE TO BE LISTENING TO
THE DETAILS OF HOW AMERICA WAS GOING TO
IMPROVE ITS ROADS AND BRIDGES. INSTEAD,
THE MALICIOUS MEPIA HAS TURNED IT INTO
ANOTHER CHANCE TO SLING THEIR ARROWS
AT THIS ADMINISTRATION!

|IF THEY'VE DETAINED THIS
KIDNAPPING THUG IN PRISON ‘A’ OR PRISON 'B'?
WHAT MATTERS S THAT ANOTHER CRIMINAL HAS
BEEN TAKEN OFF THE STREETS! BUT I GUESS
THE OBSESSIVE SO-CALLED NEWS OUTLETS
ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT FINDING
FLAWS EVERY TIME THE PRESIDENT AND HIS
PEOPLE STAND UP FOR SOMETHING!

WELL... HERE'S A PLAN! WHY DOESN'T OUR
GOVERNMENT TAKE ALL THESE GANGSTERS
AND HEAD BANGERS THAT ARE BEHIND BARS
AND PUT THEM TO WORK?! HARD, PHYZICAL
LABOR/ THINK ABOUT IT! WHAT IF WE COULD
GET THEM TO DO MOST OF THE WORK BUILDING
OUR ROADS AND OUR BRIDGES? THEN WE COULD
HAVE NEW AND SAFE TRANSIT AND IT WOULD
COST US TAXPAYERS NOTHING! I'M TALKING
FREE! WE'RE ALREADY GIVING THE CROOKS
ROOM AND BOARD, SO WHY CAN'T WE GET
SOMETHING IN RETURN FOR [T?!
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PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN

Spawn is thrown into a group of rough prisoners, but is swiftly taken to a dark room with
the yard boss. Spawn at first seems weak, but he turns on him and his partner. He kills
the leader and uses his partner, who is in fact, a demon, to begin to execute his plan.
Later, Spawn is taken to a room where the federal agents threaten to torture him.
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