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Actually, | should have done something like this
years ago. In fact, as far back as the first year

of Image Comics formation, in 1992, the original
founders all talked about possibly sharing our
characters in some bigger playground. That never
came to be, but | never stopped wanting to see
some kind of universe put together. But as time
passed and a couple of the original founders left
Image Comics, it became apparent that all of

us getting together wasn’t going to happen. So,

| tucked the idea away in the back of my brain
talking about it off and on over the years. Then
once | was nearing issue #300 of the SPAWN
comic, | thought it might make a perfect catalyst
to actually put something together. So, this is what
| am calling the Spawn Universe {(which will get

a name change down the line so it will be a more
encompassing of a brand not centered exclusively
around Spawn-type characters).

Sure. Beginning in June {with the release of
SPAWN'S UNIVERSE #1), | will introduce readers
to three new monthly titles. The first {coming

in August), is titled KING SPAWN and will be a
companion book to the original Spawn comic,
meaning you can get your Spawn fix twice a
month. Then in October, the fans will get a pretty
red-hot character in a book called GUNSLINGER
SPAWN #1. For those not familiar with this guy, |
keep saying that | think he can be my "breakout’
character from this new universe launch. The
stories will tell tales both about the modern and the
western Gunslinger character. Lastly, in December,
will come a new super-hero team book called THE
SCORCHED (since they've all been burnt at some

Issue 1 cover by

point in their lives). This group will begin with a
bunch of characters already in existence, but my
plan is to rotate the team roster so that readers will
get to see a wide array of heroes and villains.

That's a good question! To tell you the truth, I'm
just as surprised as everyone else at his longevity
and success. Back in 1992 when Image Comics
was first launched, | knew that the first few issues
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of my new SPAWN title would sell well as | was
just coming off of my run on the Spider-Man title at
Marvel. But there was no way for me to be able to
predict that after nearly 30 years, my character would
still resonate with readers... or that | would still be

at the helm of the book. Only Erik Larsen and Savage
Dragon has had a more focused creator run for so
long, since 1992. But | do think that Spawn’s attitude
and no-nonsense approach along with that big red
cape have played a big part, too.

First off, he just looks cool. Comics are a visual
medium {unlike novels) so the look of a character
can play a huge partin why some readers respond
to any hero or villain. Cbviously, Gunslinger with his
tall hat and bullet straps and his long trench coat, all
give off a pretty tough guy vibe. Then add in that he
is capable of defending himself with an assortment Issue 309 cover by Ti McF/

of guns and weapons and you have the making of a

classic “loner” type character that many fans seem only going to grow bigger as readers see more pages
to be attracted to. And | think that his popularity is about himand his past. And just wait until they get

to see what Brett Booth and Kevin Keane are doing
with him artistically. He has the potential to be a huge
breakout character. That's why he will be getting his
own monthly title soon {coming in October).

To just begin! Look, it’s been nearly three decades
since the introduction of SPAWN #1 when we
launched Image Comics back in 1992, so this concept
of growing it into something much, much bigger has
been living inside me for quite a while. | just decided
that it was time to actually put it in motion and stop
thinking about it and just do it! So, whatever plans

| may think | have sorted out... this is literally just
the first few strides in a race that | see as a long
marathon, meaning that however excited | am now
atthe start of all this, hopefully it will be nothing
compared with what will come out of it in the next
few years and the next few decades. The unknown
can be a thrilling ride if you aren’t scared of it.

Obviously, it is going to take dozens and dozens of
wonderful creators to get me to the goal of being able
to create a meaningful universe filled with characters
that people care about, but like | said this is but the
beginning and | know the biggest thrills will still be
ahead of me.

Do you have a question for Todd about the upcoming Spawn’s Universe? If so, e-mail it to us at:

spawningground@mefarlane.com, and next month, we'll pick a few for Todd to answer!
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FIND OUT MORE IN
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THOUGHT AGOUT LEAVING
1 NEED TO

THIS PLA
CORROWRATE SOME OF
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s
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HE sTEPS BACK INTO
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ENOUGH. COMPUTERS.
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WE CONTINUE TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM

TH RTHQUAK] CED.
AS OUR REPORTERS HAVE TOLD YOU, THE AMOUNT
OF DAMAGE, THANKFULLY, FAR EXCEEDS THE

NUMBER OF LIVES LOST, AT LEAST TO THIS POINT.

A TOTAL OF 58 DEATHS HAVE BEEN VERIFIED
KE AREAS. THIS IASLEEWER

BRING YOU ANY UPDATES AS THEY COME IN.

BUT WE NOW SHIFT OUR ATTENTION TO ANOTHER
SET OF REPORTS. FIEES, EX;IEOSlONS bl‘\lbép rSiLJNFIRE

Al El
A RED CAPE AT SOME OF THESE COMPLEXES...

SOME ARE SPECULATING THAT THE MYSTERIOUS
CAPE BELONGS TO THE MAN WHO HAS RECENTLY
|IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS LT. COLONEL AL SIMMLONS,

E
LEADING TO SlMMONS' DEATH HAVE THUS FAR
EEN KEPT AWAY F| THE PUBLIC, THOUGH A
FEW MEDIA OUTLETS HAVE FILED LAWSUITS,
THROUGH THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
ACT, TO COMPEL BOYERNMENT OFFICIALS TO
UNSEAL ANY OF HIS RECORDS.

NONE OF TPIlIS, HOWEVER, EXPLAINS WHO THIS

HAT APPEAR TO BE RANDOM ACT!

BOTAGE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES. GIVEN
THE DISTANC BE WEEN THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES
REPORTING HiS PRESENCE, THOUGH, IT'S IM~
POSSIBLE TO BELIEVE THAT IT COULD BE THE
SAME PERSON. A BETTER EXPLANATION IS THERE
MAY NOW BE A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS TAKING
UP THE SAME CAUSE AS OUR MYSTERIOUS
MR. SIMMONS.

THE REASON OUR GOVERNMENT DOESN'T WANT
TJO DIVULGE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE
WELL-ESTABLISHED DISTANT—HISTORY DEATH OF
COLONEL SIMMONS... AND A HAND!I

OTHER OFFICERS WHO DIED AROUND THE SAME
TIME, OVER FIVE YEARS AGO... IS BECAUSE...AS
USUAL... THEY'RE... -ee SOMETHING!

AND THERE’S ONLY ONE EXPLANATION THAT
MAKES ANY SENSE. MY SOURCES TELL ME, WITHOUT
HESITATION, THAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT

FOR DECADES, WE'VE ALL HEARD WHISPERS
ABOUT HOW CHINA AND RUSSIA HAVE BEEN
TRYING TO PERFECT THE DUPLICATION OF ANY
AND ALL P.N A, FIBERS. ELL, /'

HEREZ? AND WE SHOULD ALL BE CONCERNED
I\BAECAUSE SOON THEY’LL BE USING IT TO KILL

ST O
WITH CLONES OF OURSELVES SO THEY CAN
CONTROL HOW WE VIO 7TE7

2 ALL THE EARTHQUAKES HAPPENING
ALL AROUND US ARE NOTHING BUT A CONCEN-
TRATED EFFORT Y A MULTI-N TONAL
CABAL TO SEE | EY CAN ALSO ‘CLONE’
EARTHRUAKES. WE’R UNDER GLOBAL ATTACK!!!
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US!





