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Bjorn, your covers have made quite an impact with
Spawn fans over the last several months.
Can you take us through your creative process?

| own hundreds of art books and comics and |
have a very good visual memory, so years later |
still know which image | once saw in which book.
But | get the best ideas when I'm alone, in the car
or walking in nature mostly with heavy metal on
the headphones. When | have an idea in my head,
| try out a few things on the computer. Create a
few rough 3D models and paint over a few things
roughly. The whole process takes longer than it
takes to make pencil sketches, but when | make
several designs with the same 3D models, my way
is worth it. If | like what | see, | work it out a little
more and send the best drafts to Todd.

What do you think your favorite cover is so far?

| assume you mean from the covers | made,
otherwise it will be difficult to choose just one.

[ think | like the soon to be released cover that
shows the transformation from clown to violator the
best. Simply because it was really difficult and the
biggest challenge for me. | try to challenge myself
with every image | make, but some things are
harder to do than others, so I'm even more happy =
when it turns out well. Issue 319 cover by BJORN BARENS

Zbrush 3D model work process by BJORN BARENS
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Your art is obviously not just ink on paper. What are
some of the tools that you find essential?

| have created my images in the past with airbrush
and ink, but | am then at some point completely
switched to the digital way. Today my work is mainly
done in Photoshop and Zbrush. | use Photoshop to
paint and Zbrush to create 3D models. This way | can
set different camera angles, move or rotate figures
and | don't need references in exactly the right pose
or from the right angle, so | can work much more
freely compared to before and also make changes
more easily. When | have everything the way | want
it, | continue working in 2D, which is about 50% of the
work, and | always consider what | can do better in
2D and what | can do better in 3D.

Most of your work seems to lean into “dark and
creepy” motifs, which is a perfect fit for Spawn.
What draws you to that genre?

[ think it has always fascinated me. Even as a child

| loved to draw monsters or the bad guys and when
my parents were asleep, | snuck over to the TV and
secretly watched horror movies. The dark has for me
its own kind of beauty and also its own humor.

| realized early on that even in comics, the bad guys
and the antiheroes fascinate me more - they're more
complex, don't automatically do the right thing, and
have human flaws. For me, for example, John Walker
as the “New Captain America” was awesome and he
was much more interesting than Steve Rogers who
always knew what was the right thing to do.

And when | picked up a Spawn comic for the first
time, a new world opened up for me, | had never seen
anything so cool. | can say that Spawn and all the
fantastic artists that have worked on the comics over
the years have had a huge influence on my style. For
me Spawn was never a classic superhero and | try

Zbrush 3D model by

Issue 317 Cover 3D model by BJORN BARENS

P = 7

to reflect in my creations what the Spawn universe
looks like through my eyes. But of course | can also
paint a unicorn bathing in candies if it is requested. &

What's next for Bjorn?

That's a good question, the last year has shown me
how quickly all plans and goals can change from one
day to the next. And the effects are still so strong here
in Europe that | can't really make plans. But | hope the
SPAWN Readers will enjoy some more of my covers,

| definitely have a lot of fun and want to create more
of them. I'm also still working on some McFarlane toys
and | am really excited about how the Spawn Universe
is developing now. | think it has great potential for the
future. Maybe one day | will be able to create an entire
comic in my style....we'll see!
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WE HAVE BEEN RECEIVING REPORTS FROM ALL
PARTS OF THE WORLD INDICATING THAT A SERIES
OF SMALL TREMORS BEGAN IN OVER TWO
DOZEN LOCATIONS.

THE SEISMIC OBSERVERS WE SPOKE WITH ARE,
SO FAR, UNABLE TO GIVE ANY EXPLANATIONS AS
TO HOW THAT COULD HAPPEN, OR WHAT IT
MEANS. WHAT'S OF GRAVE INTEREST ISN'T THE
MAGNITUDE OF THE INITIAL TREMORS--THEY
WERE ALL WITHIN NORMAL LEVELS--OR THE
EARTHQUAKES THAT FOLLOWED PRECISELY
TWENTY-THREE MINUTES LATER. THESE WERE
PREDICTABLE TIMEFRAMES. WHAT MAKES THIS SO
CONCERNING IS THAT ALL OF THESE BEGAN AT
THE EXACT SAME TIME. IT'S AN UNPRECEDENTED
OCCURRENCE.

GEO-REFERENCING NETWORKS ARE ON HIGHEST
ALERT, GIVEN THE SUDDENLY AMPLIFIED NEED
FOR REAL-TIME FEEDBACK FROM THE ENTIRE
GLOBE. RESOURCES ARE STRAINED AS

NEVER BEFORE.

...FROM THE REPORTING WE'RE GETTING, AND
THE LOOK OF THE FOOTAGE, MOST CITIES NEAR
THE EPICENTER OF THESE TREMORS, AND THE
EARTHQUAKES THAT FOLLOWED, HAVE SUFFERED
REMARKABLY MINOR DAMAGE. HEAVY DEBRIS
HAS CAUSED ONLY TWO VERIFIED DEATHS.

THE SEISMOLOGISTS WE'VE SPOKEN WITH ARE
MOST FRUSTRATED WITH THE FACT THAT, SINCE
ALL OF THE EARTHQUAKES HAPPENED /N UNISON,
THEY HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO IDEA HOW TO TRACK
THE SOURCE. THE HISTORICAL RECORD SHOWS
NO SUCH COORDINATED SERIES OF PLANETARY
CONVULSIONS. WITH EVERYTHING HAPPENING AT
ONCE, THEY'RE UNABLE TO PINPOINT WHICH OF
THEM MAY HAVE STARTED THIS CHAIN-REACTION.

WHAT HAS THEM CONCERNED AS WELL ARE
THE IMPLICATIONS SHOULD THIS BECOME
A NORMAL PATTERN.

How Do We NOT KNOW THIS WASN'T NORTH
KOREA OR RUSSIA OR SOME MIDDLE EASTERN
TERRORISTS DETONATING THEIR UNDERGROUND
NUCLEAR WEAPONS?!

IT'S NOT SCIENTISTS WE NEED LOOKING INTO THIS...
17’6 OUR MILITARY! THOSE BLACK BUDGETS
SHOULD BE WORKING FOR US NOW! MY TAX

DOLLARS NEED TO BE FOCUSED RIGHT HERE/

THINK ABOUT IT...use vour HEAPY!

IF YOU WERE SOME LUNATIC DICTATOR HELLBENT
ON SHOWING THE REST OF THE WORLD WHAT A
BADPASS YOU ARE...HOW WOULD YOU DO THAT?
WHAT'S THE BES7 WAY TO GRAB EVERY LEADER’S
ATTENTION?? T'LL TELL YOU HOW...RATTLE THE

WHOLE DAMN WORLD!!!

DISRUPT EVERYTHING/ NOT ONE ROCKET HERE
OR ONE THERE. SHOOT YOUR WHOLE WAD
AND BLANKET THE ENTIRE PLANET.

OUR PRECIOUS WAY OF LIFE DEPENDS ON
HAVING OUR INTELLIGENCE SNAKING ITS WAY INTO

EVERY CORNER OF...
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Previously: Cult of Omega — The battle against the sinister Omega rages on in his
secret lair. But with the surprise arrival of the Plague, his inevitable victory starts
to slip through his bloodied fingers. But with whom will The Plague stand with

in the end?
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IT WAS ONLY MEANT TO
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NOT WITH HIS PRISONER
ALREADY WEAKENED. BUT
LIKE SO MANY OTHEKS,
OMEGA MISCALCULATED
WHAT THIS AL SIMMONS
SPAWN WAS CAFABLE OF

ADD TO THAT MISSTEFR, THE
UNEXPECTED PRESENCE
OF TWO MORE HELLSPAWN,
BOTH WITH UNIQUE
POWERS CONTRASTING
SPAWN'’S.

MEDIEVAL SPAWN AND THE
MYSTERIOUS PLAGUE SPAWN
DISRUPTED WHAT SHOULD HAVE
BEEN A SIMPLE PROPOSITION: TO
GET SPAWN TO NEGOTIATE WITH
THE IMPRISONED COGLIOSTRO.

NONE OF THAT CAME TO
PASS. SO, AS A LAST
RESORT, OMEGA UNLEASHED
A MOVE THAT COULD EASILY
GIVE AWAY HIS PRESENCE.
ONE THAT HAD OTHERWISE
BEEN HIDPEN.






